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Part 1

Section 1

~*Part 1*~

"It feels so good to be going home."
"Going home in more ways than one."

Gabrielle smiled to her friend, they kept walkiddnead they heard Amarice and
Joxer talking. Both Xena and Gabrielle are glad pfzar is ahead.

"Thanks, Gabrielle."

The Amazon Queen looked up to the warrior. "Fort®ha

"Pointing the way back to my rotten old self."

Gabrielle smiled but a bit of a grin slipped irt's'la pleasure ... Did | do that?"

Xena nodded, her voice a hit serious now. "l dithiftk about it at the time, but when



| asked for a sign to show that | was doing thatrtging, you showed up."
The smaller woman chuckled. "You know what theysdyming is everything."
The warrior shrugged her shoulders then grinnedaty well, not everything."

Gabrielle nodded at that. Neither had much to #&y that. The pair kept their pace
of walk up but enough to stay behind Joxer andiin@zon.

Gabrielle looked up to the trees then back agaiou'know this is a pretty area. The
weather is nice t00."

Xena looked from the road to her friend. The sterjewels in her hair twinkled from
the sunlight. "It is."

"It's a shame to leave it. But it'll be good toldaek in Greece, I've seen enough of
Rome's Empire."

The Warrior Princess nodded. "Same here."

Gabrielle nodded her head. She took a deep bitbatlajr filling her lungs, she slowly
released it. Looking to Xena, she took in her wiisrtlothes. She actually liked them.
Xena wearing something different. "You know, yoaka@ood in that."

Xena arched an eyebrow at the smaller warrior. h?edou don't think it clashes?"

The Amazon Queen broke out laughing. "Xena sincenwhd you care about how
you looked?"

"l thought I'd start now."

Gabrielle nodded with a grin. "Uh huh, right."
"Actually I'm ready to get back into my leathers."
The smaller warrior nodded her head. "Me too."
"Mmm, so you'd prefer my leathers over this?"

Gabrielle stopped walking, as did Xena. The smaliamrior looked up and down the
length of Xena. "Yeah | think so." She looked bapkto Xena and smiled.

The warrior smiled back. "We find Argo, we find neathers.” She then began to
grin. "I like your leathers you picked out."

Gabrielle grinned back. "You don't think it claslagh my short hair?"

Xena chuckled, shook her head, then smiled. "ComieTie warrior brought her
right hand up to Gabrielle's back. The pair corgthon their journey to Greece. Away
from Italy where everything happened.

"We're going to be together ...for Eternity."

Promises are promises. Aren't they?
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Xena poked at the fire. She then looked up to sedriend across from the fire. Joxer
sat with her on the right, Amarice on the otheesilena wasn't taking much of a
liking to Joxer now. He... threatened her relatiopshith Gabrielle. But she'd never
speak out. No, she'd rather help him because she &he could only bring pain to
Gabrielle's life. Joxer wouldn't do that to Gabdel

Gabrielle nodded something to Amarice then lookedoucatch Xena's gaze on her.
She smiled and stood up from the log. Walking ®dther side, she came to stand
next to Xena. "Xena?"

The warrior smiled. "Yeah?"
"You think we can head to the Amazons?"
"That's going to be a long trek Gabrielle."

The small warrior nodded her head. "I know but Aicewants to head back to the
Amazons. Besides | think it would be good for ugddback. I'm sure Ephiny is
wondering what's happened to us."”

The taller woman crossed her arms against her.cleetthought for a moment.
"Why don't we stay there for a while too."

Gabrielle brightened up at that. "Yeah? | thinkva¢h could use a break."
Xena nodded at that. "Yeah that was my thinking."
The younger woman smiled. "Thanks Xena."

The warrior nodded her head. "I'm going to go gesamething to eat. Stay here
huh?"

Gabrielle nodded. "Yeah, be careful."

Xena smiled. "Always." The warrior then shiftedrfrdhe fire and headed into the
dark woods. The sun had set about a quarter afidleraark ago.

Gabrielle watched her go, crossed her arms agagmsthest. She sighed and turned
back to Joxer and Amarice, she slowly walked owe¢hém. Joxer. Gabrielle sighed at
the name and man, recalling his words.

"Hi ... um ... Gabrielle ..."
The small woman sighed. "Joxer, about what you said

Joxer quickly cut Gabrielle off, his hands goingdgdensively. "It's alright, you don't
have to say anything. You don't have to say awojpdst ... | ... | ... um ... | just
wanted to ... uh ... let you know. | just wantetetoyou know. No strings.”

The small warrior sighed at that. Right no stringje@re're strings for sure. She took a
few more steps and sat back down in her seat atlginn the middle.

"What did Xena say?"

Gabirielle looked to Amarice. "She's fine with it."



The Amazon smiled. "Great, | can't wait to get badkanks Gabrielle."
The Queen nodded her head. "No problem."

"Hey Gabby?"

"Yes Joxer?" Gabrielle turned to look at the maar,face masked with a fake smile.
"When will we get to the Amazon Nation?"

Gabrielle shrugged. "Probably in five days."

"So that's three days to get back to Greece?"

The small woman nodded. "More or less yeah. Why?"

Joxer's eyes widen. He reached behind to the Hduk aeck. "Um well..."
"Yeah?"

"Well you see Gabby, | just don't wanna... you kn@m.into that Nation."

Amarice leaned forward a little to look to JoxaNHat's wrong with the Amazon
Nation?" Her words were in a growl.

Joxer jumped in his seat. "Oh nothing Amaricejuss..."

The Amazon narrowed her eyes. "Its just what? Thexe's a bunch of women?"
The man put his hands up. "Oh no no, it isn't that.

Amarice opened her mouth to say something.

Gabrielle cut in, she hates this middle. "Amaricéheé Amazon looked to Gabrielle,
the small warrior smiled and went on. "What Josdrying to say is... well he doesn't
like travelling that far. He thinks the Nation idite to Far Eastern.” Gabrielle then
looked to Joxer. "Right Joxer?"

The wannabe warrior had a confused look for a montleen he nodded furiously.
"Right Gabby." He looked to Amarice. "That's rightlon't like travelling that far.
You see... my mom is in the southern part. | wannaigjo her. You know haven't
seen Mom in a while."

Amarice nodded her head slowly. "Okay." She theraek.

Joxer looked to Gabrielle and gave her a smildamk you. The small woman just
nodded back. Then the air filled with the sounthogs breaking straight ahead.
Gabrielle looked to the woods to see the warriturre She stood out from her red
clothes and the jewel glistening in the moonlight.

Gabrielle stood up from the log and walked oveXéma. "Hey."
Xena smiled. "Hey, got some quail."

The small warrior smiled. "Really?"



The warrior nodded her head. "Yup." Xena thendiftg three sticks in her hands.
Skewered on them were eight cleaned quail.

Gabrielle smiled and took them. "Great." She thatked over to the fire, she placed
them near the fire. The ends digging into the gdodiney'd roast on one side then
would be turned later.

The night went on. For everybody, they were tiigekween the fighting and the
traveling, it was all catching up. So they wenbéal fairly early. Mainly after dinner.
Xena and Gabirielle slept beside each other onideeo$ the fire. The other side was
the grumbling Amazon and Joxer.
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By morning the group had risen from their furs. TWemather thankfully was good.
Only a few large clouds here and there, no sigrsdas. They had to move early
though. Xena for her part figured they'd be bactirece by mid tomorrow. That
was more then fine with her. Right now though, theye walking along a road head
southeast. Xena and Gabrielle walked beside eddn,at little ways behind was
Joxer and Amarice.

Joxer sighed, he looked up to Gabrielle and Xemastiled to himself. Picking up
his pace he came to walk beside Gabrielle.

"Hey Joxer."
The wannabe warrior looked to Gabrielle with a simiHey Gabby."
"What's up?"

He shrugged his shoulders, his... armor clanking floenmovement. "Nothing. | was
wondering if | could talk to you... alone?"

The small warrior looked away from Joxer to Xena.

Xena looked to Gabrielle. She sighed and noddedpkiee slowed up and she came
to walk beside Amarice.

Amarice looked from the road to Xena. "How are you?
Xena kept her eyes pinned on Gabrielle and JoRdnight, you?"
The Amazon nodded her head. "Not to bad."

Silence took over. They kept walking. Xena contoht®watch Joxer and her best
friend talk. Her eyes narrowed a little.

"What's going on with those two? Are they two Idnels now?"

Sapphire eyes looked away from the pair ahead tarfe "No they're not."
Amarice's right hand went to her hip. "How you kriitdw

The warrior looked away. "l just do."

The Amazon kept staring at Xena, sizing her up.t8ée looked back ahead, her



right hand falling back to her side. She studieced@and Gabrielle. As she watched
the scene she saw Joxer bring up his left handaspgsabrielle's closes arm.

"What's the deal then? Is it one of those, he Ibedut she doesn't love him?"
Xena's cold eyes stay pin on Joxer. "Somethingthk."

"Hmmm." Amarice looked away from the pair ahea&éma again. She could see
Xena's jaw tight, her eyes only slits. "You doikelit either huh?"

The warrior didn't respond right away, she watchedoxer released Gabrielle's arm.
The small warrior in turn crossed her arms agdiestthest. Xena looked down to
Amarice. "No | don't."

The Amazon kept staring up at Xena. "Why does itenanyway to you Xena? Its-"
Amarice stopped talking as she saw Xena's eyesudoathd flash to her. "Okay...
never mind." She looked away, Xena doing the sdmat's when Amarice knew she
was missing a piece of the puzzle. A rather hugeepas we know.

The rest of the day was rather quiet. The grouprhade good time. The warrior was
sure then that they'd be entering Greece. Hopettudiiys when Joxer would leave.
Although Xena couldn't be sure on that one. Ineth@, she knew she had to let go of
her jealous, it wouldn't do any good. But is itlgess? Or is really ownership?
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Gabrielle took a deep breath, she climbed a litidgner on the ridge, the road running
along the top of the ridge. They'd entered intoeGeeabout a candlemark ago, the
weather was looking a little bad. Some dark clduald moved in, but Xena figured it
wouldn't do anything. Just make things a littlekddihey all were happy about being
in Greece again.

Gabirielle looked down now and sucked in a breadiods. Xena!"

The warrior heard her name being yelled. She bookento a run, coming up the
ridge. Gabrielle had been the first one up thereeXhe came up she spotted what
her friend was staring at.

Below the ridge was a small town. There were hugeasns and yells coming from
the town. Smoke rising up with the fire clearlysight. People running. Men on
horses back or on foot with swords, killing whometreey could.

"Hades." Xena then looked back down the road to #oeand Joxer. "You two hurry
up. There's a town below its being attacked. Gérasmd | are headed down there."
She turned her head to look back to Gabrielle. "Meady?"

The small warrior looked to Xena with a grin. 'hete ever a ready around you?"
The Warrior Princess grinned. "Nope. Let's go."

The pair then broke off into a run, heading stradgwn the ridge. Xena's warrior cry
filled the air. As soon as she entered, her chakvamin the air. It struck five riders,
sending them to the ground.

Once Gabrielle came into the town, she ducked. &rdwwept over her head. She



reached to her boots pulling her sais out. Shelvask up and kicked, hitting the
raider in the stomach. Coming at him, she managedtch him off balance. Her sai
cut him in the arm. He stumbled back then recovdrsdsword thrusting forward at
Gabrielle. The small warrior stopped the sword waitle sai then the other came at his
stomach. She just missed. The raider removed hosds\But Gabrielle used that time
and did a roundhouse kick. He went reeling throtinghair and hit a barn, falling

down unconscious. She grinned and spotted anaifdarr

Xena brought up her chakram, it stopped the swising.then kicked at the raider's
sword hand. The sword went flying sky high. Sheéshinto the air and caught it.
Once she landed she placed the tip of the swaltktonan's throat. He froze. The
warrior laughed evilly. Xena quickly brought theaw down and did a high kick to
his face. The raider fell to the ground as he kddabut.

"Watch it Joxer!" Amarice stopped the raider's ssweith hers.

Joxer stumbled back a few paces, he pulled hissward out. It fumbled in his hand
for a moment. A raider came at him. "Oh gods," hemibled. The wannabe warrior
stopped his sword.

Amarice punched her raider. He fell to the ground she stabbed her sword into his
chest. She whirled around to see Joxer get hiscsslmocked from his hand. Amarice
shook her head and came up behind Joxer's raideri®ught her sword up and in
front of the raider. She slit his throat. "Be catefoxer!"

Joxer nodded his head as he leaned down to pitksugword. He looked around
quickly for other raiders. Amarice laughed and salmorseback raider coming at her.

The fight raged on. Xena and Gabrielle stayed aaeah other, taking care of
numerous amount of raiders. Joxer and Amarice ghaipe The Amazon for the most
part watching Joxer's back. Knowing fully well haswno fighter.

Gabrielle spun around. She was a good distance Xema. Her emerald eyes scanned
around and spotted Xena. She was fighting threersiat once. She sighed. That's
the watrrior for you.

Looking to her left she saw a raider on horsebacking, fast too. He had his sword
unsheathed. His target, Xena.

"Hades." The small warrior frantically looked arduishe looked behind herself and

spotted a ladder up to the roof of this barn. Shekly sheathed her sais, climbed the
ladder and looked down and off to her left. She #@waider coming. Looking to the

right she saw Xena, still contending with threeleas. The warrior having know idea

of this horseback man coming at her.

Gabrielle watched as the horse came, she bentnleeskHer adrenaline filled her
blood, her head buzzing. Her mind began to caleula distance. She sucked in a
deep breath. A scream escaped her lips and slzlitde then jumped off the edge of
the barn. Her body sailed through the air as gle¢écbied her arms out in front. Her
eyes watch as she closed in at the raider.

That's when it all came, the pain. She crashedth@dorseback man. They went
tumbling to the ground. The horse rearing up aathptng away. Gabrielle then



began to feel an immense pain in her left shoulBlee wasn't sure why either. But
they rolled a little on the ground. Once they sexghe small warrior came to find
herself on her back.

The raider was on top of her. He brought his hgadnd glared down at Gabrielle.
"Why you little-" He stopped, he brought his ridist down and punch the woman in
the face. Her head snapped to the left, but shesttbsonscious.

The small warrior brought up her right fist to parfam back. He fell onto his back,
his legs tangled with Gabrielle's. She untangleddgs, pulled her sais out as she
stood. Blood trickled down from her nose as wellram a cut over her forehead.

The raider stood up, he had blood on the top o$Wwrd he held. That's when the
Amazon Queen knew where the pain in her left srevutdme from. The raider
though, he was a massive man. He made good ubatag he brought his sword
down on Gabrielle. The small warrior held her sgigo stop the blade. But he
pressure down, pinning her. Gabrielle felt no sitenn her body, most of it gone
from early. Hence she fell to her knees, stillrigyto hold the sword up.

The man grinned. He then kicked hard at Gabridi&'s. She went crashing to the
ground, her eyes closing. The raider narrowedyes at the woman.

"Gabrielle!"

He looked up to see the woman warrior running tolwdmm. Her speed was fast. So
that left him no time to kill the small woman. iddhough give him time to kick her
in the stomach. The raider then turned to his raghKena's sword came at him. He
wouldn't live much longer.
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A moan escaped her lips. Her right hand came yetdorehead.
"Don't touch that."

Gabrielle quickly felt the wound on her forehealde $noved her hand back down to
her side. Her ivy eyes slowly opened and foundfiliegl ones staring down at her.
"Gods what happened Xena?"

The warrior smiled. "You got knocked out."
"l figured that much out."

Xena grinned. She brought down a cloth soaked mewt went to Gabrielle's
shoulder wound. Gabrielle hissed and gritted hehteher eyes closing again.

"You should have been more careful."
The small warrior opened her eyes again. She tdlkedigh clenched teeth. "Right."

The older woman sighed, she dabbed away at thédgramound. She saw Gabrielle
fighting the pain. "Sorry but it needs to be cléan.

Gabrielle slightly nodded her head. "I know."

Xena pulled the wine cloth away. She placed it ¢aioge in front of her. Gabrielle



though laid on a smooth wood pallet. The warriached into a bowl, pulling out
another cloth. She rung out the water then brotightloth to Gabrielle's shoulder
wound.

"How you feel?"

Gabrielle opened her eyes. She looked to XenaXéna was looking at the shoulder
wound. "Like | got kicked in the head by a centaur.

The warrior grinned, her eyes shifting to Gabriéllwe'll take care of that in a
minute."

The Amazon Queen nodded, her emerald eyes clogaig.aWhere are we?"
"We're still in the village. This is a healer's Hut

Gabrielle nodded a little. "Where's the other two?"

"They're outside helping people."”

Silence took over for a little. Xena stopped daglahthe shoulder wound, then went
to Gabrielle's forehead, cleaning it. The cloth tarck in the bowl. The warrior
pulled out a wrap.

"Think you can sit up?"

The younger woman opened her eyes. "Yeah | thidtk%we began to push up with
her hands, Xena helping her. Gabrielle then rds¢éedack against the wall of the hut.

Xena reached to the table grasping a small cuggfiNith water. She handed it to
Gabrielle then retrieved two small white pills frahe table, hanging that to her small
friend. Gabrielle took the pills down, then handeel small cup back to Xena.

The warrior began to use the bandage, wrappingitral the shoulder wound to
protect it. "Thanks."

The Amazon Queen looked to Xena. The warrior logkaher. "For what?"

Xena grinned, she looked back to her wrapping. $opping that raider. | didn't
know he was coming, till | turned around and saw ffging through the air."

Gabrielle chuckled. "Remind me to never do it again
"I think I will."

The small warrior scowled Xena with a look. "Youwkn| couldn't let him do
anything to you."

Xena nodded her head. "l know."

Gabrielle took a deep breath, she quietly whispergder words now. "Besides that |
owe a lot to you."

The warrior stopped wrapping for a second, shedddk Gabrielle. "No you don't."
She looked back to the wrap. "If anybody owes adybbowe you." Xena finished



the wrap.

"Xena for Gods' sakes. We both know that's not'true

Hard blue eyes lifted to Gabrielle. "l don't.”

"Xena." Gabrielle's voice came out hard.

"Look Gabrielle, we've been through a lot. You'uffered the brunt of it all.”

The younger woman straightened up more againstvaéiieof the hut. "Xena no, I've
hurt-"

The warrior's head lifted up in a flash. "Don't toysway it Gabrielle."

"I'm not swaying it alright. | know the facts." Staok a calming breath. "Just... just
forget about it. | don't want to talk about.” Galie then shifted off the pallet and
stomped out of the hut.

Xena closed her eyes. Her right elbow coming tbaaghe edge of the pallet. She
leaned into her right hand as she ran her fingeagigh her bangs. The warrior
growled in frustration and stood up. Her hands wtetiter hips as she closed her eyes.
She took a deep breath then slowly released ipl8apeyes opened again and stared
at the small table by the pallet. Xena went abtearing it. Her expression though
began to look like a rock.

Gabrielle sighed as she leaned against the hutludgs filled with air as she calmed
her mind and body. Her eyes drifted shut for a muntghe then opened them again,
she felt her body shaking as she straightenedamp @ff the hut.
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The day of the fight in the town was long over. Tést of the day had passed by
without anything else happening. The group haddtetpe village then left late in the
afternoon to make camp a little ways farther scagheNow it's the following day,
late afternoon at that. They were getting ratheselto Therra, by tomorrow Xena
hoped to be there.

"Xena?"

The warrior looked back to Amarice. "Yeah?"
"Where did you leave Argo?"

"In Therra."

The Amazon nodded her head and she looked away.

The group had risen early in the morning. Thekadw it would be a long walk till
they entered into Therra.

Gabrielle walked in the front, her arms crossedregder chest. Behind her was
Xena. The warrior took not to the fact Gabrielldked alone and with her arms
crossed against her chest. Almost as if in pratactt bothered Xena, which was for
sure.



Joxer and Amarice walked behind them, together.Aiazon for her part was
getting annoyed with the wannabe warrior and resking spaghetti noodle strainer
chest cover.

Gabrielle now stopped walking, Xena walked up tpdieside Gabrielle. The other
pair behind stopped walking, wondering what wasigan.

"You hear that Xena?"

The warrior nodded her head. "It's about fifty magbead, around that bend." Xena
then looked back to Gabrielle. "It's a horse."

Gabrielle arched an eyebrow at Xena. She then tbbkek ahead. "Let's go then."
The small woman broke off running ahead.

Xena grinned and starting running behind Gabridllmarice and Joxer decided to
join in and jogged behind.

The small warrior came around the bend and stogpad in her tracks, Xena came
up beside her and stopped. Within a moment JoxeeAamarice came around the
bend, stopping short. They watched the scene.

"Oh gods Xena look." Gabrielle pointed to the hwrgeft front leg. On it was a huge
metal trap. Its teeth cutting into the horse's leg.

The horse nickered at the two women. He then timievnead back and tried to jump
up, the trap stopping him. He scuffed at the growritld his hoof.

"Gabrielle, here's what we're gonna do. You slomdyk up to him, try to calm him.
I'll try to sneak down and get that trap off hig.le

"Xena, I'm not good with horses."
"You're about to be."

Gabrielle looked to Xena to see her serious. Skhdedto the warrior and looked
back to the horse. Taking small steps to the h@abrielle made her way closer.
"Hey there fella. Everything is going to be fin&He kept moving. The horse jumped
up again but not as high. He came back down amavthrs head back. "Nobody is
going to hurt you here. Its okay." She came cloBee. horse seemed to calm some.
"Hey." Gabrielle smiled to the large horse andtslod another step closer. She held
her hand out, palm up.

The horse turned his head from side to side, lapkirher. He then lower his nose to
the woman's hand, smelling her.

"Hey yeah, that's it. Its okay." Gabrielle begasimwly pet the horse's neck, patting
lightly as well. "You'll be okay." Gabrielle looketbwn to the horse's left leg, Xena
was bent down to one knee. She grasped the trdpsand began to pull. Gabrielle
looked back up. "Hang in there huh?"

The horse bobbed its head up and down as if herstodel.

The small woman smiled and looked back down.



Xena gritted her teeth and the trap gave in. lnefed and let go of the horse's leg, it
opened up again.

The horse knew. He jumped up feeling himself freenfthe trap. He jumped up
again as he threw his head back.

"Wahoo there. Hold on big fella.”

The horse seemed to listen and stopped jumpinggttied back to the ground. His
head still bobbing up and down.

Gabrielle smiled and ran her hand down the midtil@face. "Yeah there you go.
You're okay now." She kept petting the stallion.

Xena though slowly stood up. She pulled her chakvatrand cut the trap from the
rope. She then turned to the woods. She hurlettdpeat a tree. It snapped closed and
fell to the ground. The warrior then followed tlope to find the other end attached to
a tree. Cutting the other end with her chakram csliled it up. Xena walked back to
the horse and her friend.

"Xena, what do we do with him now?"

The warrior looked to Gabrielle with a smile. "Isefind a stream or lake first. Clean
up that wound, then we'll figure what to do witinlil

The Amazon Queen nodded.

The entire time Joxer and Amarice had been watcl8ogprised at how the horse
calmed to Gabrielle's words and touch.
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Xena ran her hands down her stomach and to her3ipiing her shoulders up and
down, the leathers and armor adjust to her bodg.t&én brought her right hand to
her left wrist, she straightened out her gaunilebking back up, she smiled to her
friend.

"She's back."
The warrior chuckled at Gabrielle. "Right."
"You should keep the jewels in your hair Xena."

The Warrior Princess brought up an eyebrow. "G#brithat would not go with the
brass in my armor."

The small warrior laughed a little. "They would stlehuh?"

"Uh huh." Xena turned around in the stall. She wdlio the wall and lifted the face
tack for Argo.

Gabrielle took a deep breath. Her arms crossedmnftthe stall door, her chin
lowering onto her arms. She watched Xena tack eprtare.

"Mmm, be nice now that Joxer is leaving."



Xena had her back to Gabrielle, she grinned toetfety¥ eah?"

The small warrior chuckled. "Don't get me wrongsteegood guy. But..."
"But what?"

The Amazon Queen grinned. "But there is no worddetxribe Joxer."
Xena chuckled, she placed the mouth piece in. "True

"l think Amarice was getting sick of him."

The warrior nodded her head. "We both know she'\wé&ma put the crown on. She
then went back against the wall to get the maegldls putting it on with the girdle.

"I don't know what I'm going to do about him."
Xena froze.

"Yeah, your expectations."

A confused looked took over. "Huh?"

The warrior sighed. "See, right now it's all ab@etting a response from her. If you
love her, why don't you just tell her? Don't attaty strings to it. Make it
unconditional.”

Joxer took a step closer to the tub. "But whattdlll her and she says 'Joxer, what are
you thinking?"

Xena sighed again as she shifted in the water.€lmo strings, alright?"
Joxer quickly nodded "No strings. Got it."

The warrior watched him go, whispering to hers&lff course, you could just kiss the
girl."

The warrior straightened her back out from tightgrthe girdle. She looked to
Gabrielle, that's when the pain entered into theiags heart. She took notice to the
wrap around Gabrielle's shoulder along with théengasher forehead. She shoved the
pain away. "What do you mean?"

Gabrielle sighed. "Xena, we both know | don't [bwe... like that. He's like a brother
to me."

Xena nodded her head. She went to the stall'samdlhefted her saddlebags up,
attaching them to the saddle. "Did you tell himt®ia

The small warrior shook her head. "No." Her emegglels fell to the hay in the stall.
"I need to huh?" She looked back up to Xena.

The warrior kept her hands on the saddlebags,cstked to Gabrielle. "Yeah."
The pair locked eyes.

"Of course, you could just kiss the girl."



Xena broke the contact with Gabrielle. She wenkliacstrapping on the saddlebags.

That was an odd mome@abrielle shook the thought, her eyes still staahena.
She then looked away.

"Okay I think we're set." Xena came to the frontled mare, she held the reins in
hand. "Hey girl good to see you again.”

Argo nickered and threw her head up. Xena smiledpatted the horse's head, then
rubbed behind Argo's ears. Turning back aroundvidneior found the stall door open,
Gabrielle holding it open. They walked through tloen of the stables.

Gabrielle walked to her right, there on a post wabestnut stallion. His left leg
bandaged up. Gabrielle untied the rope from thé god the stallion nudged against
Gabrielle's shoulder. She smiled and patted theeh@&@he looked to Xena. "He needs
a name Xena."

The warrior nodded her head. "Torqueo."
The younger woman furrowed her brows. "What?"
"Torqueo, its Latin."

The two friends began to walk into the town. Thay o walk to the other end and
meet Amarice there.

"Torqueo, | like that. What's it mean?"
"It Latin for wind."

Gabrielle nodded, she looked to the stallion wajlboeside her. "Torqueo, you like
that?"

The horse nickered and threw his head up and ddenhen nudged again at
Gabrielle's shoulder, twice though.

"Guess so."
Xena smiled at the scene. "Well looks like we'teva horse family."
The smaller woman chuckled. "Yeah, nice."

The three women expected to arrive in the AmazaioNdy midday tomorrow. So
far things had been quiet. Joxer had left themdimgesouth from Therra.

~*Part 2*~
Xena first brought her arms over her head. Gabrohlil next followed by Amarice.

Three Amazons fell from the trees to land neatlytenground. They stood back up
and pushed their masks back over their headsaJdii$é sunlight fell to the forest
floor considering the brown, orange, and yellowleayves stopped the light along
with the clouds.

"Queen Gabrielle."



Gabrielle smiled. She felt the Amazon engulf hes imug. "Its good to see you too
Teresa."

The Amazon pulled back and smiled. "We haven't geersince the battle with
Pompey."”

They released each other. Gabrielle nodded her. hieatbw, we thought we'd come
back for awnhile."

Teresa smiled. "That's great, Ephiny will be hafgpgee you."

The Queen grinned. "I know." She then looked beybaiesa to the other two
Amazons.

Teresa quickly caught this and looked to the Amazbt@abrielle this is Aster."”

Aster was a normal height Amazon, gorgeous smitgéchvbrighten even more. She
had dirty blond hair and brown eyes. "Nice to maet Queen Gabrielle.”

Gabrielle nodded. "Please call me Gabrielle."
Aster nodded back.
Teresa looked to the other Amazon. "And this is litgal"

Now this Amazon was interesting. She had dark eed &traight that reached to her
shoulders. Her face was constructed so to show aBgeher eyes told differently
more soft and filled with sorrow. But as soon as siiled to Gabrielle, her face
seemed to light up. "Its great to meet you Quedoriéle. I've heard much of you
from my tribe."

Gabrielle nodded. "My name seems to get arounddore reason.” Everybody
chuckled. "It's just Gabrielle please."

Rodhiya nodded her head. Amarice then stepped dijppaked to Rodhiya with a
grin.

The other Amazon smiled to Amarice. "lts good te geu Amarice."

Amarice grinned, she then dropped it, her handsgg her hips. Her tone came out
hard. "Yeah well | thought I'd catch you here Rgdhi don't know why you came."

Rodhiya shrugged her shoulders. "Maybe | shoulddéa
Amarice chuckled. "I'd hope not sister."
Rodhiya laughed and stepped forward. The two Amsihaigged tightly.

Gabrielle shook her head. "Should have known."t88e looked back to Xena. "Hey
you coming?"

The warrior nodded, her face was plain, it saichimgt of her emotions. She held the
reins to Argo and rope of Torqueo. She came upaiori@lle’s side and handed the
rope to her. Gabrielle took it.



Teresa looked to Gabrielle. "Nice horse. Yours?"

The small warrior looked to the stallion then b&H eresa. "Yeah, his names
Torqueo."

Teresa smiled. "That's a good name." The Amazamgpetted the bandage. "Look
like he ran into a problem."

The Queen nodded. "Yeah we found him and his legasaght in a trap. He seems
fine now."

The Amazon nodded with a smile. "That's good yaeddim from that." She then
looked to her Amazon patrol friends. "I think wéitad off my Queen.” She then
looks back to Gabrielle. "Or would you like us sxert you into the village?"

Gabrielle shook her head. "Oh no, | think we'llfioe. Thanks though Teresa."
"Welcome my Queen. Talk to you later."” Teresa tthisappeared up into the trees.

Aster looked to the Queen. "It was great meeting @oeen Gabrielle. Goodbye." She
also leaped and disappeared in the trees.

Rodhiya smiled to the Queen. "Bye my Queen." Sha tbhoked to Amarice. "I'll see
you soon Amarice."

Amarice smiled. "See you sis."

Rodhiya then was gone. The three females beganttékito the village. Gabrielle
quickly had picked up how quiet Xena was. Not tontiea none of the Amazons
acknowledged her. As she kept thinking about @Babrielle's temper began to
increase. She was not about to stay in the AmaatimiNwhen they wouldn't accept
Xena.

As soon as they entered into the village they sddiphiny and Solari talking to each
other.

"Why don't you go see Ephiny, I'll take care of Jueo."

Gabrielle looked to the warrior and nodded. ShalkdriXena the rope.

"Il come and help Xena."

The Warrior Princess nodded her head to Amaricey Tvent to the stables.

Gabrielle walked across the village to where S@ad Ephiny stood. Ephiny had her
back to Gabrielle, Solari though could see Galaietiming. As she came near she
placed her finger up to her lips at Solari. Theoselcin command looked to her then
back to Ephiny.

"l agree Eph."
"Good. | think when Amarice returns we should skadback."

Gabrielle came up to stand next to Ephiny. "Actu8lblari, | do not want Amarice
sent back to her tribe. Especially consideringdigter is here. That would cause some



trouble."
Solari nodded her head. "As you wish Queen Gabriellhe Amazon then grinned.

Gabrielle grinned back and she looked to the red&phiny, once two sisters are
together. It's not a good idea to separate them."

Ephiny grinned at the Queen. "l agree. But evengtmy sister comes, she seems to
leave to go gallivanting across the countrysidd\wigr best friend. All to fight evil."

The Queen grinned. "That's why she came to visit."

The regent chuckled, she then grabbed the otherawofhey hugged. "Damn good
to see you Gabrielle."

They pulled back in the embrace. The small wagmoied to the Amazon. "It's great
to see you to Eph." She then looked to Solari. a6l

"My Queen." The second in command bowed her hdiliea

Gabrielle chuckled and took a step forward. Shéeguhe Amazon in for a tight hug.
"How are you Solari?"

"I'm wonderful." Released each other and smilechwtare you Gabrielle?"
The Queen nodded her head. "Not to bad. Been... 'busy.

"It's great to have you here." Solari then lookethe regent. "But | need to head off.
Is there anything else you need Eph?"

The regent shook her head. "No that's everythingrSad hanks."

The second in command nodded her head. "Okay @gat: The Amazon turned
around and headed off.

Ephiny looked to her friend. "How have you been?"

Gabrielle crossed her arms against her chest. "O&agpose.”

The regent nodded her head. "How are you and Xeimg dogether?"
The small warrior sighed. "We're... we're hanginghere."

"Better than before Gabrielle."

The small woman's eyes fell to the ground thendaddiack up to Ephiny. "Yeah |
know. We've come a long way."

Ephiny let her right hand fall onto her own hip.€ah? How's Xena handling things?"
"She's surviving, we both are."

The regent then leaned forward a little, her riggndd going up to Gabrielle's
forehead. "How'd you manage that? Nice shouldel too

Gabrielle chuckled as she opened her eyes ondedra's hand left her forehead. "I



had a bad run in with a raider. It'll heal overmsbo
The Amazon nodded. "Interesting idea. You win?"
The Queen chuckled. "Sorta, Xena took care of loinmfe."

Ephiny smiled. "Good." The regent stared into hient's eyes. She saw that deep
sorrow in them. Ephiny then found it a good timétighten things. So she grinned.
"Nice leathers."

Gabrielle chuckled. She took a step back. "You tilese?"

Ephiny nodded her head. "They look good on you. ddep red brings out your hair."
Ephiny then looked farther down, she noticed thapees. She looked back up to
Gabrielle. "Sais Gabrielle?"

The small warrior shrugged her shoulders. "A changeeapons. | like them."

Ephiny nodded her head. She then narrowed heraglyitie. "By the way, | meant to
ask you last time. But things did get a little...zyd

"Understatment.”

"Mmm, | agree." A pause. "So what happened to gtaff? The one | gave you with
the Amazon markings."

"Um." Gabrielle brought up her right hand behind heck. "I kind of left it in India.”
The regent nodded. She crossed her arms againsésr "You left it or you lost it?"
"Kind of neither really Eph."

"Hmmm. So exactly what happened to it?"

The Queen took a deep breath. "Well uh... it's a ktogy."

"Oh I've got lots of time Gabrielle. Please share."

"Ephiny."

The regent took a step closer but quickly stopmesha noticed somebody tall, dark,
and dangerous grin to her directly behind Gabrielle

"Hi Ephiny."

The Amazon smiled. "Hi Xena. How are you?" She taaep back to her original
spot.

Gabrielle took a deep breath and looked up to Xatltaan appreciate smile.

The warrior looked down to Gabrielle nodded anckézbback to Ephiny. "I'm fine
thanks. You?"

"I'm wonderful."

Xena nodded her head. "So you wanted to know wdygppéned to Gabrielle's staff



huh?"
Ephiny arched an eyebrow. "Yes actually."

The warrior grinned as she crossed her arms adanshest. "Let's just say Ephiny,
it should be floating back here real soon."

The regent's face dropped. "It's in a river?" Siukéd to Gabrielle. "Gabrielle."”

The Queen smiled. "Excuse me, | need to... go daettleny hut." A pause. "Bye
Eph." The small warrior turned around a power wal&#.

Ephiny reopened her eyes and looked up to Xenal $DBe really?"
"Uh huh."

"On purpose or by accident?"

"On purpose.”

The regent's head bobbed up and down as her toagweross the front of her teeth.
"Right." She turned around on her heals and storoffetiTalk to you later Xena."

Xena grinned at the leaving Amazon. "Bye Eph." Waerior then quickly went after
Gabirielle.

~F ok Kk

Gabrielle held out an apple. The horse sniffedenttook a step back, he threw up his
head.

"Come on Torqueo. It's just an apple." She leanerkragainst the stable door.
Torqueo took a step back again.

Gabrielle sighed. She then dropped her arms. "GOk, If you don't want the apple,
| won't give it to you." She then began to takesteut of the stable, baby steps.
"Bye." She kept listening to the horse. He didrékeany noise or protest. The small
warrior then slowly made it to the doorway of tterh She stopped there and
dropped her shoulders. Whirling around she lockes evith the stallion. "What you
want huh? A bigger apple or something?"

"I know what he wants."

Gabrielle sighed at the familiar voice. She lookedo the warrior as she entered.
"What's that?"

The warrior held out her hand. Gabrielle handed tdwe apple to Xena. Xena then
reached up between her breasts to pull out heredagbe then began to cut the apple
up into slivers.

"Oh you've gotta be kidding me Xena?"

The older woman looked down to Gabrielle. "No." §hened and handed the slices
to Gabrielle. "Go try it again.”

The Amazon Queen looked down at the apple sliverer hands then to Torqueo.
She sighed and walked back to the horse's statl &e picked up an apple slice



from her palm and held it out to the stallion.

He nickered and took a few steps closer to Gabriele then removed the slice from
the small woman's hands.

"This is insane."

Xena chuckled at her partner's words. She came stahd beside Gabrielle as she
fed the horse. The warrior's breast dagger werk ioég its home. "Some horses get
picky about that sort of thing."

The small woman looked up to Xena. "l can't beligoe know this."
Xena grinned. "Well Argo likes her apples slicedhaif then fed to her."

Gabrielle chuckled and looked back to Torqueo. "@tiing to know. Bonus points
with your horse huh?"

The warrior nodded. "Uh huh." Xena then took a death. "How about tomorrow
we take Argo and Torqueo for a run?"

The younger woman looked up. "Yeah?" She looke# bad orqueo. "You think
he'll be ready?"

"Yeah, we'll go steal some tack for him."

Gabrielle chuckled. "Sounds good." A pause. "Shetdckeep the bandage on his
leg?"

Xena nodded. "Yeah keep it protect for awhile lartdkit scabs over."

The small woman nodded. She looked up to Xena aléd The warrior looked
down and smiled back. They locked eyes for thersg:tilne of the day. Oh gods how
they felt that strong pull to each other.

"Of course, you could just kiss the girl."

Her own voice and words came to life clear in tlaner's head. She closed her eyes
and looked away from Gabrielle. She opened herlsappyes again to stare at the
stallion. "He'll be good for you. And you both ady have a bond."

The small woman sighed as she looked back to lreelbond right. | remember
those. | still feel it Xena. Don't yowBut those words didn't pass her lips. "Yeah we
definitely have a bond. They always make thingseeds

The warrior nodded her head. "YupVere we talking about the horse? Or each
other?She looked to Gabriell@he horse’Ready to go get something to eat?"

The small woman nodded her head, she still stardedorse. "Yeah, let's go." They
left the stables to head to the food hut.

Gabrielle nodded her head. "Well it only took foays."

Epinion crossed her arms against her chest. "Redlby four must walk fast." She



then grinned.

The small warrior chuckled. "Yeah, well we all haoekeep up with Xena."
The weapons master grinned. "l can imagine that Dnese long legs."
The Queen nodded her head. "Yup."

Epinion then sighed. "How you and Xena doing?"

Gabrielle looked to the floor of the hut. Then bagkto her Amazon friend. "We're
doing okay."

The Amazon nodded her head. "Yeah that's whatutéiy Is she causing any
problems?"

The Amazon Queen's eyes went a little hard now. \Moy?"

"l was just wondering." She shrugged her should@isere's a lot of things going
around you know."

"Like what?"
"Just things Gabrielle.”
"They're not good huh?"

The weapons master shook her head. "No they'reeally.” She sighed. "l actually
been worried about them. They're rumors, people tia&m more as truth then
anything."

Gabrielle's eyes narrowed. "Who's been startingethe

"Nobody really. But..." The Amazon sighed. "Masikdgsethem along, | can tell you
that much."

Gabrielle sighed. "Great." She then smiled a libl&pinion. "Thanks for telling me."

The weapons master nodded her head. "Yeah. Efbatgri and myself have been
trying to stop them. Especially Eph. We all knowats really going on."

The small warrior smiled a little more. "Thanks."

Epinion smiled back. "No problem, we figured yodri want that centaur crap being
spread.”

"No." Gabrielle stared at the ground. "Anybody tedkViasika?" She then looked up
to Epinion.

"Eph might have, I'm not sure really. You'd be &etff asking her."
Gabrielle nodded. "Yeah. | think I'll go find her."
Epinion nodded. "I'll talk to you later Gabrielle."

"See you Ep. Thanks again."” The Queen then disapgp&arough the crowd of
Amazons. They were in the hut eating. Some hadted and were milling around,



talking to each other. Gabrielle for her part hatte and not much at that. For her
stomach still hurt from the raider kicking her. Shéen't feel like having her food
come back up later tonight, so she ate lightly.

She shifted through the crowds of people. She spetted a curly blond Amazon at a
bench table eating. Making her way over to Ephiggbrielle grabbed her by the
shoulder. "Hey can | talk you?"

The regent looked away from food and up to GalariéNeah sure."” She got up from
her seat.

Solari had been sitting across from Ephiny. Shetteg up to and made her way to
the other side of the hut to get rid of her platd atensils.

Gabrielle and the regent though went to the wathefhut to talk.
"What's up?"
The small warrior sighed. "Are there rumors beipgead about Xena and 1?"

Ephiny nodded sadly. "Yeah there are. Solari, B, ldhave been trying to stop them.
But we're having little luck."

"That's what Ep told me. You talk to Masika?"

The regent shook her head. "I'm never able to agtckith her when | stop at her
hut."

Gabrielle nodded, she reflected then looked ba&kptuiny. "I'll take care of her." Her
eyes then shifted beyond the regent to the otderafithe hut. She spotted Xena
leaning against the hut, she was talking to Soldre Queen looked back to Ephiny.
"Does Xena know?"

"I haven't told her. | know Ep and Solari won'l tedr either.”

The smaller woman nodded. "Well make sure Xenardofsd out Eph." She looked
away from Xena to the regent. "She doesn't nebedo that."

Ephiny sighed. She stared at the floor for a momsbatthen looked back to Gabrielle.
"Gabrielle, she's not stupid. She'll figure it éutherself."

Gabrielle nodded, she crossed her arms againshist. "I know Eph. Let's just not
get it rubbed in."

"Well she'll notice Gabrielle. | think she alreddyows. Everybody has been ignoring
her."

"I know." It came out low. Ephiny almost winceditatGabrielle stared at Xena across
the hut for a moment. The warrior hiding back iaak spot. The small warrior
looked back to Ephiny. "We just can't let it getra®Ephiny. Okay?"

The regent nodded. "Alright." She took a deep bre&abrielle, you do realize those
rumors won't ever settle really. Especially sifee ¢econd to last time we saw you
both, Xena was dragging you out of here behinchbese."



Gabrielle's eyes closed for a moment then openaith.atyeah | know. But keep
reminding everybody that she helped us stop Poniypaye of us would be here now
if it wasn't for her."

Ephiny smiled a little at that. "If neither of yatere here Gabrielle." A pause. "l know
Solari and | wouldn't be alive right now."

A lopsided smiled crossed Gabrielle's lip. "We Bathe timing huh?"

The regent chuckled. "Yeah. If the two of you haéma day later | would have been
dead with a sword in my chest."

The small warrior nodded. "Mmm, | think Solari tdlscounting her blessings that
Xena stopped that one soldier from trying to ket.h

Ephiny chuckled. "Oh she is, trust me | know."
Gabrielle grinned. "Really, | don't wanna know."

The regent chuckled. "Sure." A deep breath. "Spepéf which, | think I'm going to
go find her. Get out of here."

The Queen nodded. "Don't blame you, bit crowdee@. \8&s talking to Xena, but went
to the right a second ago." A smile formed. "ThaBks."

The Amazon smiled back. "Hey no problem.” The régeok a step forward and
pulled Gabrielle into a hug. "Hang in there huh?"

Gabrielle nodded as she released her friend. "YEak.to you later."
"Bye."

The small warrior watched Ephiny leave. Her emeegiel then drifted to Xena in the
dark side of the corner. The warrior was lookinpet Should | go over there?
Gabrielle sighedShe's not mine anymorghe started walking, heading for the exit of
the hut.

As soon as she came outside, the brisk air surezlihdr. She felt a shiver ripple up
her back Her arms crossed against her chest arstaied walking to the backside of
the hut. Walking a ways till she came to a darkt.sphe leaned against the hut, hiding
in the shadows. Her eyes shifted to stare up aittrs.

She then spotted three bright stars in front of e closed her eyes.
"See those three bright stars a little ways abbwettee line?"
Dazzling sea eyes looked up to those three stéhe three that are right in a row?"

"Yup all about the same brightness." Xena releagedarm and pointed to relatively
near the three aligned stars. "Now look down elitee those other two." A nod of
the small head. "Then looked above them you setbe almost make a triangle."

"Yeah...it sort of looks like a person.”

The warrior's lips formed into a grin. "Look at t&ar to the far right, then there are



five other slightly faint stars that seem to makeasword or a club?"
"Oh wow, | see it now."

Xena's large arm snaked back around the bard'stwdtsalways reminded me of a
warrior or a hunter." A deep breath from the wami6The three stars look like a
belt."

Gabrielle's emerald eyes opened again. She stpratitbose three same stars. She
saw that warrior up in the night sky. Her eyes betgeburn.

"It does, when did you notice it?"

A shrug of the shoulders. "Back when | was a pirbédways used those set of stars
to know when fall was coming."

"How?"

The tall woman grinned to herself over her curibasd. "Well when | saw the
constellation | began to always look to it and bega notice during the fall season
they would touch the southern horizon fast at nightpause. "But by summer the
stars were never around unless it was right bettzen."

Gabrielle stared at the diamonds caught in thethlay formed a warrior to her. She
began to really like it, deciding the constellatiail always remind her of her
soulmate. "l guess that was helpful huh?"

"Yes, considering my ship could be at seas for hsonéver seeing land to catch sight
of the leaves turning."

The younger woman nodded her head and Xena litetidad back up and ever so
carefully Xena rested her chin on top of strawbédygnd hair.

The small woman ran her right hand through hertdtair. She took a deep breath,
she felt a lump in her throat. Her eyes were wabetyshe held back. Her hand
dropped from her hair, going back against her chest

"Hey."
Gabrielle looked to her right to see Xena standipe moonlight. "Hi."

The warrior smiled a little, she took a few morepst and stood close to Gabrielle.
"You okay?"

The smaller warrior nodded her head. "Yeah." A sigthink I'm just tired."

Xena nodded her head. "Saw you leave the hut, tii@agnething was up since you
didn't come get me."

A shrug of the shoulders. "No... just figured you Icoiake care of yourself huh?"
Gabrielle then looked up to Xena.

But the warrior didn't looked down. "Yeah." Shertheoked down to Gabrielle.
"How's the shoulder?"



"It's okay."

Xena nodded her head. "I'll change the wrap whegetédack to the hut."

The small warrior nodded her head. Her green dyasdrifted back to the night sky.
The older woman noticed goosebumps on her frierdis. "Kind of cold huh?"
"Yeah, winter will be here soon huh?"

Xena nodded her head. "Yeah, probably be a redlaw."

Gabrielle now nodded. "Figured as much." She tod&ep breath, the cold air burned
at her throat.

The warrior looked to Gabrielle. "We should headko® the hut huh?"

The Amazon Queen nodded, she lifted herself ofhtite She then began to move,
Xena directly behind her.

The warrior's large hands went to her friend's kterys. "Time to pull out the
cloaks." She then lifted her hands from GabrieBasulders.

Gabrielle closed her eyes for a moment as Xena tarmer side, they kept walking.
Her body though had gone from being cold to lowstoHer shoulders burned and
that heat had swept through her ba@gds after everything she still can do tHit
Gabrielle dare not let her thoughts develop arabhat Only because she had no right
to, so she felt she didn't. Not only that but sium'tlwant to get involved with Xena
knowing she'd only hurt the older woman. "Guesdliat time."

The warrior nodded. They were silent as they kegdkivg back to the hut.
"Xena?"

"Yeah?" She looked to Gabrielle.

"l wanna apologize."

The warrior furrowed her eyebrows. "For what?"

The younger woman took a deep breath. "For hovAthazons have been treating
you."

"Gabrielle, you're not responsible for their acdn
The small warrior looked up. "I am Xena, they're Argazons."
"Gabrielle-"

The Queen cut her off. "No Xena. They're my Amazdtmsy're treating you wrong. |
will not stand for something like that. | represémm and their actions. So |
apologize for what they're doing."

Xena looked away. She knew there was no arguiny lvat friendBetter to just go
with it. "Thank you Gabrielle."



The smaller female nodded her head. They entetedha hut. Gabrielle soon found
her wounds checked over. Then the pair went to $keep though, that's a fascinating
idea.

~*Part 3*~

Gabrielle felt the weight of the sword in her haBte looked up from it to see whom
stood in front of her.

"How could you Gabrielle?"
Gabirielle furrowed her brows as she stared at Xena.
"How could | what Xena? | don't... don't understand."

Xena slowly morphed into a demon angel. Gabriéiéntrealized that she had wings
and armor on. She stared down at the armor thé&wtbback up to Xena, the demon
angel.

The demon angel glared at Gabrielle. "How could lyetrayed me again? You've
betray me three times now!"

"W-what? I... I don't... how did | betray you?" She ke step back from the demon
angel.

The demon angel though came closer to Gabrielle.gebwled out the words. "You
choose the greater good over me! You promised tgaue never choose the greater
good over me."

"No." Gabrielle shook her head. "No Xena it waBké& that."

"Then how was it Gabrielle. Enlighten me? You cleobBchael and Callisto over
me!"

"Xena | didn't choose them over you." Gabriellecily noticed she was floating in
clouds. "Xena | didn't. Gods please believe me!"

The demon angel narrowed her eyes. "How can I\eeljeu? After you've betray
me." The demon angel took another step closernkeberwords came out low and
hard as she bent forward close to Gabrielle. d@hsas kill before | trust you." The
demon angel straightened back up and turned ar¢akidg steps away. "l wanted to
spend eternity with you."

Gabrielle gathered her wits. "In Hell Xena? Never."

The demon angel whirled around. "What differencestdb make Gabrielle? We
would be together for eternity! All you can thinkis whether its Heaven or Hell!
You choose other things and people over me."

"No Xena, | just..."

"Want the best for me?" The demon angel took adteger. "Or the best for you? For
yourself Gabrielle?" The demon angel took stepseasito Gabrielle. "For you
Gabrielle?" She came right up into Gabrielle's f4Eer yourself... Gabrielle?" The
demon angel took a deep breath. "I'm that importaaten't I?" The demon angel



smiled and backed away from Gabirielle.

Gabrielle though closed her eyes, tears begarllt&ie dropped her sword from her
hands. It fell and fell through the clouds, it nekig the bottom. "Xena... I..."

"No Gabirielle. | don't want your excuses. | uséhiak Callisto was my greatest
enemy or Caesar maybe even Ares. Now | know whdralitis." The demon angel
began to come back to Gabrielle. "Do you know whogmeatest enemy is? Do
you?" The demon angel grinned. "I'm looking righher." A pause.

"You."

The demon angel kept her grin, her eyes twinkliige demon angel then began to
walk around Gabrielle in circles. "First you bedyme by almost stopping me from
killing Ming T'ien. Then after that... well lets se@he demon angel kept circling
around Gabirielle.

Gabrielle had dropped her head. She closed her 'géykdn't mean all those things."

"Oh wait your turn Gabrielle. | haven't even gowevd the list. After you betrayed me
with Ming T'ien as soon as we get back to Gredoellout about Hope. Oh what a
bundle of joy that was. Not only had you lied to that you'd killed her but she killed
my son." The demon angel took a deep breath akegitecircling. "Then quick to
follow you tried to throw me over a ledge. But Iiveidmit, it was a small nice jester
of you to kill Hope. Throwing yourself in the piké that. Oh that's right, she really
didn't die. Then | had to take care of killing hiedon't know why | bothered to seek
you out after you went over that pit."

The demon angel stopped circling and came to fadwi€le. Gabrielle kept her head
down as tears came out. The demon angel then Idvirerehand under Gabrielle's
chin, she lifted Gabrielle's head. "You know whaever told you?" The demon angel
leaned down close. "I never told you how much bged killing your daughter." The
demon angel grinned. "I could have stood therda}tlwatching your daughter's blood
seep out of her limp body. That was the only tim&hted to stand there and watch a
carcass rot to its bones." Gabrielle closed hes.é\idhat was a grand day."”

The demon angel pulled her hand roughly from utdsrielle’s chin. She began to
circle Gabrielle again. "So we went through altlo§, rather | should say | went
through all of this. Then we both ended up in Heaogether. Which | must say is
wrong, you should have been in Hell more then angth Silence took some of the
time as the demon angel kept encircling Gabri&What | find odd is | was the angel
first and |1 go down to the depths of Hell to finoly You're saved but I'm left there as
a demon no less. But you do not even come dowe thesave me. | asked you to join
me. But you refused and choose Heaven over youmsoe. You'd leave me to walk
the depths of Hell... alone.”" The demon took a deepth as she grinned. "l ask you
why Gabrielle? Why? | ask you this in your defensay?!"

Gabrielle closed her eyes tighter then beforeofi'tknow Xena." A pause. "I'm so
sorry... Sorry."

"Oh you're sorry? | got that response earlier.tiingas 'l can't' then it was 'I'm sorry.’
And the answer still stays the same."



"I don't know why Xena. All | can say is I'm soriydidn't-"

"You didn't want to? Right Gabrielle. You keep itgyl yourself that and you might
just believe it. | know | never will." The demong® stopped circling and stood in
front of Gabrielle again. "You're selfish Gabrielfend you know what else?" The
demon angel reached down and lifted Gabrielle'd lupa They locked eyes. The
demon angel leaned down close to Gabrielle's fEoeir lips almost touching.
"You're not my soulmate." The demon angel's red exggrowed. "You never were
and never will be." The demon angel's eyes narrav@tie more as Gabrielle closed
her eyes, millions of tears escaped. "You're nosowymate Gabrielle."

"You're not my soulmate Gabrielle."”
"You're not my soulmate Gabrielle."”
"You're not my soulmate Gabrielle."”
Gabrielle flew up and sat in the bed. She leaneddal and began to cry.

"Gabrielle?" The small warrior felt a warm hand taito her back. "Gabrielle are you
okay?"

The Amazon Queen lifted her head. "Yeah I'm firg&he looked to the other woman.
"I'm fine, just a bad dream you know."

Xena smiled sadly in the darkness. "Okay" A paliseu need anything?" The
warrior rubbed the smaller woman's back in comfort.

Gabrielle shook her head. "No, no thanks. | cae takce of myself huh?"

Xena nodded her head as the needles of pain ahedanto her body at what
Gabrielle said. She then whispered back. "Yealpa#se. "Try to go back to sleep
huh?"

The small warrior nodded her head. Xena nodded @adKkay back into the bed.

Gabrielle took a shaky breath and looked up, slredtat the door to their hut. Her
eyes closed again.

"You're not my soulmate Gabrielle."

"Maybe its true." Gabrielle had whispered that®ae, [ Xena might not have even
heard it. Her eyes opened again. She took andtla&y Hreath and wiped away at her
tears. She lay back in the bed beside her friefakii@ her eyes she tried to sleep,
even though she really didn't want too.

Xena, Xena on the other hand. She knew what happ&ug knew in another way.
Her dreams had came the same way, but Gabriebkeq@#ing her. The warrior was
all to happy for the darkness to not show her e érom crying.

The idea of sleep never was comforting to eithehefwomen. They hated nights,
hated sleep, hated dreams. Dreams are their fotortafe during the long nights.
That is if they ever slept.



~Fk ko

Gabrielle rolled out of bed. She looked to her righsee Xena still sleeping. She
sighed and walked over to the end of the bed tdvpuboots on. After putting them
on she went to the table, she found her sais Hredenserted them into the catch on
the sides of her boots.

"You're not my soulmate Gabrielle."

The small warrior's eyes closed for a moment thpamed again. She looked from the
wood table to Xena.

Her small hands went up to her left shoulder, sfgah to undo the wrap. Once it was
off she noticed it was scabbed over. She figuredg about time to let it breath, it'd
heal faster then. The bandage was tossed in a sastican by the door. She then
opened the door and went through. As soon as skecdthe door, Xena's voice filled
her mind.

"How could you betray me again? You've betray meetimes now!"
Anger grew in Gabrielle. She hated herself morerance each day.
"You choose the greater good over me!"

The small warrior looked up to the sky. It was gadwn. She sighed and noticed not
to many people up and about. She then headed ¢t ofllage and into the woods.

"Xena, the greater good."

"l don't care about the greater good when it cortaegou. We'll walk out of here one
way or another if you want too."

"Okay Xena. | don't want to leave this one, norjatoly any others later on. |
couldn't..."

"But Xena?"
"Yes?"

"Just let me know if you ever want to walk awayfieny one of these adventures of
ours. Alright?"

"Okay...thank you."

Gabrielle picked up her pace through the woods.sEbhgped then and spotted a nice
Size tree.

"Do you know who my greatest enemy is? Do you?"
"You."

The small warrior narrowed her eyes. She begaade pack and forth in front of this
tree. "Gods I'm so stupid.” Her hands clenchechtpfists.

"l can't."



"Why not? Gabrielle, the love that we have, ittersger than Heaven or Hell. It
transcends Good or Evil. It's an end in itself. Gouls are destined to be together.
Gabrielle, you can't let me walk through Hell alohe

Gabrielle stopped pacing. Her right hand went ulpetioforehead. "Oh gods." She
bent down. "We could have saved each other." Sisedlher eyes. "Our love
transcends Good, Evil, Heaven, or Hell. And | teelat like it was nothing, nothing."
She dropped her head forward, droplets begandalelvn Gabrielle's face. Her voice
was weak. "l betrayed Xena again. Gods."

Gabrielle growled and reached down to her rightb8be sprung up and threw the
sai at the tree. It embedded directly in the midRleaching back down she pulled out
the other one in her left boot. She threw it wién Anger.

She stomped back to the tree and removed thefasossed them up and down in
her hands as she walked away from the tree. Tubracl around with a whirl she
threw one sai in. "Gabrielle you're stupid, yoargelfish bitch." The other sai dug
into the tree. "You don't deserve Xena." She yartkedsais from the oak tree. Taking
steps away from it. "l do belong in Hell." Bothsarent sailing through the air with
such force.

Gabrielle walked up to the tree again. She gralhedhandles of the sais. Her eyes
stung. "You're not her soulmate Gabrielle." The lsmaman closed her eyes, she
tightly clutched the handles. "I'm not her soulmia&towly her hands slipped from
the handles. Her back leaned against the tree stuavslid down the tree. "I'm not
Xena's soulmate. How could | be?" Tears came fr@aiori@lle's eyes. Her throat hurt
while her body shook. She leaned forward as shepea her legs up.

"You're not my soulmate Gabrielle."

Gabrielle looked up. She took a deep breath armpstbher crying, although her body
hurt. She stood up again and jerked the sais beti&®k steps back and turned to the
tree. She tossed one hard. "You deserve it Gattiflhe other sai embedded into the
tree. "Why'd | do it? You're so stupid to think yoould protect her.” The sais came
out of the tree again. She took steps back agalettayed her again. Ahhh!"
Gabrielle threw both sais into the tree once more.

That's when she heard tree branch snap. Gabribliéed around to see Xena
standing there.

"Hey."

Gabrielle nodded. "Hey." Her back went ridged asmied went stoicHow long
were you there for Xena?

The warrior stepped up beside Gabrielle. She quiatticed Gabrielle's red eyes.
Averting her eyes to the tree she spotted theisdem. "A little practice?"

The smaller warrior shook her head. She walked tovére tree, pulling out the sais.
"Sort of. Getting a little... anger out.”

Xena nodded her head. She then moved to sit dowineoground. Gabrielle turned
around from the tree. The warrior patted the grdoeside herself. The Amazon



Queen shifted to sit beside Xena.
"You know | had that problem too this morning."
"Anger?"

The warrior nodded her head. "Yeah, but instead"dbhe looked to the tree.
"Hacking a tree." She looked back to Gabrielle vaittmall grin. "I did something you
told me a long time ago to try."

The younger woman arched an eyebrow. "Yeah? Whathe?"

Xena smiled warmly. "l thought about a good meniory.

"Oh gods. What memory was that?"

Xena began to grin. "When you got into that henbane

Gabrielle groaned. "Oh gods | remember that. Watlraally."

The warrior kept her grin. "Oh | definitely remennlteall quite clearly.”

The smaller woman shook her head and chuckled.I'il&linember was being in that
cave with Icus one minute then the next | wasrfglilown a well."

Xena nodded her head. "Yeah... well you said a lot afteresting stuff under that
henbane."

Gabrielle looked away from the tree and back toaXéxMeah? Centaur poop, you
never told me anything about what happened.”

The warrior nodded her head. "Well we never felvddhat well so | couldn't tell
you."

The Amazon Queen began to chuckle. "Gods, you rdsaeme climbing over your
body once we got to the top of the well."

Xena laughed. "Yes, then you fell to the ground."
"Oh no but | bounced back up, ready to go."

The warrior chuckled. "You did and mostly because weren't hauling your butt up
that rope."

Gabrielle grinned. "I know." A pause. "What didaysanyway?"
Xena grinned. "Wellll."
"Xena."

The warrior chuckled. "Let me think." She took @pléreath. "I remember when |
first came into the cave, you were on the grourbufht you were dead at first,
scary. When | rushed down to you, | found out yarenhigh on the henbane." Xena
took a deep breath. "l lifted you into my lap amdizame to... sort of." The warrior
grinned to Gabrielle. "I asked if you were alrighihen you said 'I'm great. | can't see,
but I'm good.' Then | said something like "Try gsboth eyes.' You were drugged,



you said-"

"Wait a minute, | think | remember Xena. | said...,@&ah, that's better."
"Think you can stand?"

Gabrielle chuckled and responded. "You mean I''hot

Xena nodded and grinned. "C'mon... there ya go."

The Amazon Queen thought for a moment then looke#t bbo Xena from the ground.
She blushed a little. "By the gods... you are bealtis | plopped down on the
ground again." Gabrielle laughed at her own words.

The warrior grinned as she nodded. "You fell squargour ass. And you are
drugged... with henbane if I'm not mistaken, so tifecés should be temporary. But,
we've got to get you... walking... come back here... @dlbr.. | need you to
concentrate."”

The Amazon Queen shook her head. "Okay | thinkiemaber...Okay, yeah, but |
think this is a big waste of time because I've bealking since | was one. You were
holding me right Xena?"

The warrior nodded. "Yeah by the shoulders." A patighis is not about walking,
Gabirielle, its about Icus. You do remember Icusy'tdmu?"

Gabrielle started to laugh. "Oh gods, and | rememgber hard tone." She took a deep
breath. "Okay | said something like... Of coursenheenber Icus."

"Good. Do you know where he is?"

"Where?"

"No, I'm asking you."

Gabrielle started to laugh. "l really was high batthenbane.”
Xena nodded. "I'll agree to that."

The smaller woman arched an eyebrow. "You wouldgafise as Gabrielle furrows
her brows. "What was that whole 'others' thing X&na

The Warrior Princess started laugh again. "You ny@am army... chorus... rocks?"
Gabrielle groaned again. "l didn't do what I thinldid 1?"
Xena took a deep breath, she grinned. "Hold on. ad lgaving the cave."

The small warrior brightened up. "l think | remembeUm | said...What are we
waiting for? Let's go! The rest of you follow me."

"Hold it."
"At ease. Yeah?" Gabrielle started to laugh.

"I've got a better idea. I'll go and get Icus wlyigal and the... others try to... um..."



Gabrielle took some deep breaths. "l can't beliavas saying this." A deep breath.
"Mmm work on our song? Yeah. Just between you aadthe altos are slightly flat."

Xena started to chuckled. She grinned. "Perfedbriélde, don't let anyone leave the
cave, understand? Stay here and wait for me tbayt Have | made myself clear?"

"No. You're a little fuzzy around the edges, so keap trying, you'll get there."
Both the women started to laugh hard.

Gabrielle took a deep breath. "Gods Xena, likad,g&you ever catch me doing
henbane again just kill me."

Xena took a long breath and looked back to Gakrti&®h no, I'd rather watch you."

The younger woman sighed. "Gods that was so furohyn't know why you kept me
around.”

The warrior smiled. "I knew what | had then, stid."

The small warrior did a double take. She just ndduer head.

The taller woman smiled. "Come on, let's go getesémod and take the horses out.”
They began to stand up.

Gabrielle looked to her friend. "Thanks Xena."

Xena smiled and wrapped an arm behind Gabrielpgguback. "Anytime, that's
what friend are for huh?" They left the small opeea to head back into the village.

"Yeah." The smaller woman then slightly nodded.

~F ok Kk

Gabrielle pulled back on her reins. She looked @ltedhe mountains, it was late
morning. She'd been riding for a good candlemark.

Xena pulled Argo to a halt as the mare steppedegpb the other horse. "Beautiful
mountains."

The small warrior smiled and looked to Xena. "Yé&&he looked back to them.
"They always are." Gabrielle sighed. "Remember whierfought Okeanos near
here?"

The warrior nodded her head. "Yeah, seems like@ time ago."

The other woman nodded her head too. "Yeah it & sighed yet again.
Silence was heard.

Xena then looked to her friend again. "Wanna takesak?"

Gabrielle looked to her partner. "Sure."

The pair began to dismount. Gabrielle was firsth@nground, she towed her stallion
over to a tree. She tied the reins to the treeaXkan did the same with Argo. The



two women then made their way from the horses, sla¢ylown on the ground beside
each other.

"He's a good horse."
Xena looked to her friend, she crossed her legs.sétms to be."

The small warrior smiled. She propped her legsheparms then circled around her
legs. "Yeah I like him."

"He's got some good speed."

Gabrielle chuckled. "The name must have gone thidwsl."
Xena grinned. "Must have."

"How old you think he is Xena?"

The warrior looked at Gabrielle, she then turnedhead back to Torqueo. "He's
probably about eight or nine." She looked back abille. "Your lucky."

The Amazon Queen furrowed her brow. "Why you sayzh

"That he's that well trained for such a young age."

"You think he's been trained?"

Xena nodded. "He wouldn't be that obedient Galeriélhe hadn't been trained.”
Gabrielle nodded her head. She dropped her chint@rtarms.

Xena looked away from her partner and stared upeaenountains. She took a deep
breath. Her eyes drifted back to Gabrielle. Xemk toote of how Gabrielle sat. "You
sit like that a lot."

The younger woman lifted her head from her arms,|abked to Xena. "Yeah |
know." She looked away to the mountains agairmdkes me feel protected.”

The warrior closed her eyes as she turned herlbeadto the mountains. Her eyes
opened again, she sighétl.makes me feel protectedsabrielle's voice filled Xena's
head. She took a deep breath, that one stung.

The small warrior took in a large amount of airg shen slowly released it. Her eyes
were captured on the mountains and the beautyeai.tshe began to speak, out of
thought more then anything. "Don't you ever getfédeing that time might have
forgotten about you?" Gabrielle then looked to Xeéft&at you might not really have
a destiny."

The warrior was staring at her best friend. Sha'tkkhow what to make of those
words. She just simply nodded. They both then Iddkack to the mountains. The
only thing that could be heard was the rustlinghefleaves high in the trees.

"Hey you ready to get back?" After her words, tharihér Princess looked to her
friend.



A nod. "Yeah." She looked to Xena with a small emil'll race ya?"

Xena brought up an eyebrow. "Oh really?"

Gabrielle grinned devilishly. "Yeah, | bet Torqusmuld beat your old warhorse."
The watrrior felt the back of her molars. "Really?"

The small woman began to stand up. She looked @bwena. "Oh definitely." Her
hands went to her hips.

Xena began to slowly stand, her back straighteapdHer large strong body towered
over Gabrielle. "You're on." Her sky eyes twinkiavn at Gabrielle.

The small warrior just grinned up to Xena, therméation wasn't working. "Good."
Gabrielle's voice seeped with mischief. "Ready? Bitought up her hands. Her body
tense, ready to run in a split second.

The warrior broke out sprinting. "Go!"

"Hades!" The Amazon Queen broke out running tohoese right behind Xena. "I'll
get you for that one Xena!" She watched as Xepadkd up onto her horse. She
reached forward jerking the reins from the treebi@le undid Torqueo's reins.

She was climbing into the saddle as Xena lookdteto"Sure you can Gabrielle, even
if you can get on that horse." The warrior laughad kicked the mare in the sides.
Argo broke out into a gallop.

The small warrior shook her head as she frantigathered the reins into her hands.
She kicked the stallion into a fast gallop. She ngist behind Xena. "We gotta beat
her Torqueo." Gabrielle patted her horse on thé& tieen brought her left hand to the
reins.

The horse seemed to understand. He leaped oviemlfag. Once his hoofs hit the
forest floor he seemed to pick up speed. His bre@athclear in the air, his head
bobbing up and down.

Gabrielle pulled a little on the left rein, Torqugallop to the left some then went
straight again. Gabrielle looked to her right te ¥&na just a little ahead of her. "I'm
catching up to you Xena!"

The warrior looked to her left at her friend. Shmged. "Right!" Xena spurred Argo
a little, the mare picked up speed. "Let's go'girl.

The Amazon Queen grumbled. "Come on Torqueo. Detrthat old warhorse beat
you. You're younger. Come on boy. | know you caritdo

The stallion closed his eyes for a moment then egeéinem quickly again. He began
to pour everything into his gallop. His breathingked up.

The wind whipped by, blowing Gabrielle's hair baSke began to notice she was
starting to become equal with the warrior and Aigioe laughed. "Hey Xena!" She
waved to the warrior. Gabrielle kept her eyes on&e

The Warrior Princess shook her head. "Don't coont ghickens before they hatch!"



Xena then looked ahead of her partner's trail.d¢yes widen. "Gabrielle!"

Gabrielle's quickly looked ahead. "Sweet mothezeds!" She frantically grabbed at
her horse's mane. She went flying through the &ir Worqueo a good high amount.
They landed to the ground and Gabrielle took a deeath. She looked back behind
to see the fallen tree, she turned back aroundy Kéet galloping. "Oh gods, never
again."

Xena took a deep breath and sighed. "Don't getsgdiunurt over this!"

The younger woman grinned as she looked acrossrtfsiénd. "No worries Xenal
Just testing you! | knew it was coming!"

"Right Gabrielle!" Xena looked back ahead. She igglher mare again. "Let's go
girl."

The smaller woman narrowed her eyes. "We can doliiqueo. Give it your
everything. I'll be slicing tons of apples for ydromise." The horse nickered. He
liked the sounds of that. Torqueo then went ahé#dgo, speeding past. "Yeah go
Torqueo!" Gabrielle looked back to Xena. "Bye Xe8ak you in the village!" She
then waved to Xena.

The warrior groaned. "Damn youngsters huh ArgoJoAnuffed. "l agree. Let them
go this time." The mare's head bobbed up and doma warhorse then slowed a
little. "Round one Gabrielle." Xena grinned to fedfs

Part 2
Section 2
~*Part 4*~

Ephiny power walked over to the stables after ge€abrielle head in. She ducked
into the stable and spotted Gabrielle. "Gabri¢lieed to talk to you."

The small warrior turned her head from her staltmthe regent. "Yeah sure what's
up Ephiny?"

"The different Nations are having some problems."

Xena came out of her stall next door. Gabrielletiomed to finish untacking Torqueo
as she listened to Ephiny. "What's the problem?"

The Amazon sighed. "The tribes are quarreling arsbtiggmselves.”
The Warrior Princess leaned against the wall oktable, listening as well.

Gabirielle placed the saddle away, the last itera.I8bked back to Ephiny. "What
they bickering about?"

Ephiny shook her head. "The tribes seem to bengadlach other names. Challenging
each other left and right about which is better."

The small warrior nodded her head. She steppedfdhbe stable. "Is that it?"



"W-what?"
Gabrielle went real serious. "Is that the main foi?"
Ephiny nodded her head. "Yes."

The Amazon Queen nodded her head. "And | assunseveot quarreling with any
of the tribes?"

The regent shook her head. "No we are not."

Gabrielle nodded her head. "Good." She then toddéeg breath. "Ephiny, tell
everybody in the Amazon council that tomorrow mogwe have a meeting. Bright
and early."

Ephiny furrowed her brows. "Okay, what's the plan?"

Gabrielle shrugged her shoulders. "We'll both oot tomorrow."

The regent nodded her head. "Okay, I'll take catbeeocouncil."

The Queen smiled. "Thanks Eph."

The Amazon nodded her head. "I'll catch you lat8hé disappeared out of the stable.
Gabrielle looked to Xena. "This is not good."

Xena lifted herself off the stall wall. "No it's n

"Why you think they would be bickering to each atte

The warrior shrugged her shoulders. "l don't knibthere's any sort of name calling
going on. That'll ruffle each other's feathers."

Gabrielle nodded. "Yeah." She looked down to therfl She then looked back up to
Xena. "Hey | need to go find somebody. I'll see {aiar?"

Xena nodded her head. "Yeah."
The small warrior smiled. "Great. Bye Xena and Ksafor the ride."”

The warrior watched her friend leave the stablde. froblem bye."

ke
The Queen of the Amazons walked into the hut &itecking.
"Hi Queen Gabrielle."

"Hello Masika. How are you?"

The Amazon smiled. "Quite well. Please sit down."

Gabrielle smiled. "Thanks." She sat down in a aéMasika's desk. "How have
things been?"

The older Amazon nodded. "They've been fine."



The small warrior nodded. She sat straight in bat.s'Masika, I'm assuming you've
heard about Xena and I."

The Amazon retorted with a hard tone. "You mearuégou both not being
together?"

The Queen nodded. "Yes... our not being together?"

Masika nodded her head. "Yes | have Gabrielle, gty in this Nation knows."
"That's what | figured... can tell."

The Amazon arched an eyebrow. "Why do you ask then?

Gabrielle crossed her arms against her chestvd bancerns... that maybe
somebody has been spreading rumors that Xena medatiahe... wrong doing."

Masika looked away for a moment then back to hexe@u"You do have a right to be
concerned.”

The Queen nodded her head. "And why?" She leama@ifd in her seat.
The head council member sighed. "Because | have lbeping those rumors.”
Gabrielle nodded her head, she sat back in her"3dwtt's what | figured."

"Gabrielle it wouldn't matter if | helped them astnTo tell the truth, this nation is
behind you no matter what. Whether they watchedbgat Xena or not they would
still say it was Xena's fault. She's a new Amazat they haven't fully accepted.” A
pause. "Especially when Xena had you tied behimdhbiese and dragged out of the
village."

The Amazon Queen took a deep breath. She closesi/bsithen opened them again.
"Let me tell you right now Masika, you better stbpse rumors. | hurt Xena more
then anybody could hurt another." Gabrielle leafoedard to lock eyes with the other
woman. "Don't put the burden on Xena's shouldessll hot have my Amazons
looking at her as if she's the evil one, the eneé®img's not." The small warrior sat
back in her seat. "I am the enemy here."

Masika stared at Gabrielle. She blinked and didmtv what to really say. "It
wouldn't matter."

"Why?"
"Because as you said, they're your Amazons. NoaXxen

Gabrielle took a deep breath. "Look Masika, stasérumors and spread the truth.
It'll help.” She then began to stand up.

"Yes my Queen."
Gabrielle nodded her head and made her way todbe d

"Gabrielle?" It came out low.



The small woman's hands curled around the handleeadoor. She looked to Masika.
"Yes?"

"Did... did she hurt you a tremendous amount?"

Gabrielle looked away and to the door. "Yes." $temtlooked back to Masika. "But
nothing compared to what | did to her." A pausee'made my bed Masika, | need to
lie init."

The Amazon nodded her head sadly. She had no iartizat one. "Bye Queen
Gabrielle."

The small warrior nodded back as she opened the d8oodbye Masika. And thank
you for stopping the rumors." Then she was gone.

As soon as Gabrielle left Masika's hut she headdklet food hut. She went inside of
the foot hut then made her way back into the kitcl@nce inside, she noticed
Amazons cooking away. She mingled through the geombody saying anything to
her. That's when she spotted it. A huge bowl at.fru

The small warrior power walked over to the bowk shagged two apples from the
bowl. Looking around she began to search for soimg#kise. Then a cook Amazon
came up to her.

"May | help you my Queen?"

Gabrielle grinned. "Yeah actually. | need to bor@wnife."
The Amazon nodded her head. "Sure. Is that it?"
"Mmm, do you have any honey too?"

"Of course. Just follow me."

The cook Amazon lead her through the large kitdbethe back. There were a
plethora of drawers, the Amazon opened the top $he.pulled out a small cutting
knife and handed it to Gabrielle. "Wait here fanament and I'll get a jar of honey."

Gabrielle nodded and watched the Amazon disappea fhoment. The cook
Amazon then came back with a small jar of honeg,l&nded it to Gabrielle. The
small warrior took it in her right hand and smil&@hanks."

"You're welcome my Queen."

"It's just Gabrielle, please. And your name is?"

The Amazon grinned. "Logos."

The Queen nodded her head. "Nice to meet you Lbgos.

"It's great to final meet up with you too Gabriellen usually back here all the time."
"Really? Head Chef?"

The Amazon nodded her head. "l am. Let me knowirmeyif you would desire



something. | can definitely help you out Gabriélle.

Gabrielle chuckled. "Don't say that, I'll take fativantage of that."
The cook grinned. "Ah, so one of your weak spotsasi?"

The small warrior nodded with a grin. "Quite a bige too."

Logos chuckled. "I know what you mean Gabrielle."

Gabrielle hefted the items in her arms. "l bettraut of here. Let you get back to
work. Thanks again."

"Anytime my Queen. Take care."
"You too. Bye Logos."
The Amazon cook watched as the Queen began to fea\etchen. "Bye."

Gabrielle shot a smile back and disappeared otiteokitchen. Then headed right to
the stables. As soon as she came in, Torqueo dreetavith a nicker. Gabrielle
looked up to him and smiled. "Got your apples araight an extra bonus."

The stallion threw up his head. He then stompéleaground and looked up to
Gabrielle.

The woman chuckled. She walked over to the stall,dghe looked to her right to
find a chair. Placing the apples down on it wita far of honey. Gabrielle then
carefully placed the knife down and opened th@fdroney. Lifting it, the honey
poured out and went into the cap to fill it almtwsthe top. The female then grabbed
an apple and the knife, she cut it up into a buwfdlices.

Torqueo stomped at the ground again. He then tmps £loser to the stall door,
hanging his head over it. The stallion looked td@ale and then nudged at her.

"Hold your horses."
The horse huffed at her.

Gabrielle in turn chuckled. She then dipped thdeplices into the cap with the
honey. Looking up to the stallion, she handed himorgey coat apple slice at a time.
"You know we gotta stay on our feet with Xena and@®" The horse nickered. The
small warrior chuckled. "Right, | mean hoofs."

Torqueo bobbed his head up and down a few timdsti€le placed a few more
honey apple slivers in her hand. He went at them.

"We may have won that round, but those two aregytorrace us again." Torqueo
brought up his head for a moment then went todakedpple slice in his owner's hand.
"Just because we won the battle doesn't mean wehweonar."

"You got that right."

The Amazon Queen chuckled at the deep familiarevdbhe turned around to see
Xena, she smiled. "Hey."



Xena walked up to Gabrielle. "You're going to sgoih rotten.”

Gabrielle nodded a few times. "Yup." She cut tist &ople in half, she looked to her
friend. Gabrielle then tossed it to her partner.

Xena caught it with a grin. She held it up for as® as she spoke. "Thanks, Argo
will like it."

The small warrior nod. She then began to sliceother half of the apple up for
Torqueo.

Xena though went to the other stall where her ma® Torqueo the entire time
watched the warrior walked to the other stall.

"Torqueo." The horse looked back to Gabrielle dfiegiring his name. "lts good to
share."

The horse huffed and dropped his head over thiedstat. He watched his owner dip
the apple slices, he lifted his head as she brahgt up in the palm of her hand.
Torqueo quickly ate them.

By the time the stallion ate the honey apples, X@me back around. The warrior
looked to her right and opened a wood chest. Insele rags and some medical
supplies. She grabbed one of the rags and wipelamels. Gabrielle turned to her,
Xena handed the rag over and Gabrielle wiped hadd)ayetting the honey off.

"You should probably check his leg."
The small warrior nodded in agreement. "Are theraps in there?"

Xena nodded as she took the rag back. "Yeahgtliygu one." She turned back to the
wood chest and dropped the rag in. She then fouheba wrap, took it, closed the
chest and turned to Gabrielle. She handed it teimall friend.

"Thanks." Gabrielle then opened the stall doorglieo automatically took steps
back. She then bent down to one knee at his lgft3wly the bandage was removed
and the wound was revealed. "It's pretty much sediolyer Xena."

The warrior moved into the stall, door still swumgen. She bent down next to
Gabrielle. Her large hand lightly touched the wautaoks good. He'll be fine."

Gabrielle smiled to herself and she began to wmapew bandage on. "You know he
beat Argo with a wounded leg."

"Gabrielle." A deep octave.

The smaller warrior kept wrapping but looked to Xevith an innocent look. "l was
just pointing out a fact. That's all."

Xena looked to Gabrielle and arched an eyebrowghRi

The younger woman chuckled then grinned. She loblee#t to the wrap and finished
it. She stood up along with Xena. They both wal&atlof the stall and closed the
door behind.



Gabrielle went to the small jar, pour the remairtiogey back in the jar. She picked
up the knife and jar. Gabrielle went to the woodstragain, she placed the old wrap
in on top of the used rag. The honey jar and ksufen found themselves in there as
well. She closed the lid and looked up to Xenahitik I'm going to go find Eph."

The warrior nodded her head. "I'm going to heatthéohut. | need to work on my
leathers."

The younger woman nodded. "Alright. I'll see youlaner."

Xena nodded. "Yeah." They began to walk out ofstiable. Gabrielle started to walk
off. "Gabrielle?"

The small warrior stopped and turned around to Xé&raah?"
"Come by the hut and get me?"
Gabrielle nodded. "Yeah sure, I'll be there."

Xena smiled. "Thanks. Bye." She started walkingragathe direction of her and
Gabrielle's hut.

"Bye Xena." The Queen turned back around and walkisg for Ephiny.

~F ok Kk

The small warrior shifted in her seat. She stamardat her food, she didn't feel like
much eating. She didn't feel like much of anythiigint now. Besides that, she was
amazed to realize her stomach still hurt from thater's kick to her stomach. That
didn't settle well with her. But she didn't havaito worry about it. Lifting her
emerald eyes she saw Xena staring at her.

"You okay?"

Gabrielle nodded her head. "Yeah."

"You're not eating much."

The Queen sighed. "I know, just... not in the mood."

Xena nodded her head. "Hmmm." She didn't say amythiter that. The warrior knew
something was up. It wasn't like her best frienddbeat. Normally it either was large
stress or something physical was going on. Or evemmbination of both. One thing
was for sure. Xena knew it had to at least be stfHse physical though, she couldn't
be sure. She'd have to watch Gabrielle.

The warrior sighed. She brought up both her hameistight hand pushing her empty
plate away. She then clasped her hands togethez|dwvs on the table. Her chin
dropped onto her thumbs, while her lips pressemhet fingers. She studied the
people at their bench table.

Ephiny sat beside her on her left, Xena sat aéttie Gabrielle across from her,
sitting beside Gabrielle was Solari. Epinion thante the right of the second in
command. Across from Epinion and left of the regeas Teresa. Down a ways Xena
caught sight of two red heads, definitely Amariagthwher sister, Rodhiya.



The small warrior looked from the regent down te table. She became lost in the
conversation. Gabrielle brought her right handapb her forehead for a moment.
Her hand went through her hair as she looked bpdk hher Amazons. She listened a
little more, completely lost in the talking. Shglsed, shifted some on the bench, and
then stood up with her plates and utensils. "Ikhim going to go." Everybody looked
up to her. "I'll see you tomorrow Ephiny."

The regent nodded her head. "Bright and early @lériThat's what | told the council
members."

The Queen took a deep breath and smiled a litBeotl. See you then." She then
looked to her main friends. "Goodnight everybody."

Everybody said goodnight back, except for Xena.r@lé left and went to drop off
her plate with fork and knife at the dishes taBlee then left the hut.

Once she made it out side, she took a deep biEaghcool air cleaned out her lungs
of the stuffy air from inside of the food hut. Algdlushed out the scent of food, it
had almost made Gabrielle wanted to bring up wleaitslie had in her stomach. She
looked to her left, she started walking that wagr tent, the sparring field. As soon
as she got there, she found it to be dark, no ¢stdWasn't pitch black considering the
half moon lit the ground.

Looking up she spotted the stars, here there dlld see stars. The clouds hid them,
in turn the weather was mostly cloudy.

Gabrielle sighed, she sat down on the ground thidnolack, her legs crossing at the
ankles. She gazed up to the stars, her mind warklagmind mostly considering her
options to find a solution with the other Natiobigkering.

She really couldn't come up with one. A possibiityuld be to stop the tribes from
fighting, have them apologize to each other. Gébrimtterly laughed at that one.
"They're Amazons, that won't work." She sighed legpt working at the problem. "I
could just leave it alone." Another sigh. That winil fall through for sure. She's
Artemis' chosen, definitely not. Maybe forcing thembe nice would do something.
Oh no, that wouldn't be the smartest thing to @Gods, what am | gonna do?"

Emerald eyes closed for a moment, she took a cglbmeath. Her eyes opened again.
She shiver for a moment from the cold air. Her acarse up and her hands went
under her head. Then another idea accrued tolheuld take them over." Gabrielle
then laughed at herself. "Yeah right.”

"It's a good idea."

The small warrior looked to her right some and sgabher friend. The warrior wore
her heavy cloak, in her right arm was Gabrielldstevwool and leather cloak.
Gabrielle smiled.

Xena smiled back. "Thought you might need this."

The Queen nodded her head. "Yeah, thanks." Shd sfpand Xena helped her put it
on.

The Warrior Princess then moved to lay down orgtioeind, Gabrielle followed her



same actions.
The younger woman looked to Xena. "So you think'sheagood idea huh?"
Xena looked to her. "Yes."

Gabrielle stared at her for a moment, she thenddddack up to the night sky. "I
couldn't do it."

"You can do anything you want Gabrielle, just haw@ut your mind to it."

The smaller warrior sighed. Her hands went to teanach as she thought. As she
kept thinking about it, she kept liking the ideait Bvhere could she go with the idea?
How could she work the idea? How could she take alf¢he other tribes without
spilling any blood? There is no way. Or is there?

She sighed at the rut she is in. She kept statitigeastars. She'd always believed the
stars created dreams and tales. Funny idea... maybe.

Xena looked to her friend. "How have you been fegl'
"Fine." Gabrielle then looked to her partner. "Why?
"You don't seem yourself Gabrielle."

Gabrielle looked away, back to the stars. She lyustispered. "l wouldn't know
what that is." She took a deep breath. Her worag ceome back out in normal tone.
"No, I'm just... feeling out of it Xena."

The warrior nodded a little, she now looked bacth®wnight sky. She'd heard what
Gabrielle said earlier in response. Taking a deepth, a reply came. "Well, if it has
anything to do with being here. Then maybe we shtadve."

Gabrielle quickly looked to her. "What?" A paus@/Hy Xena?"

"Because." Xena turned her head to look to theratloenan. "I'm not going to stay
here for a break if it's going to stress you ouwtuon't need that."

The Amazon Queen narrowed her eyes a little. "Xereed to be here. Look at what's
going on between the tribes. I'm not going to leayeAmazons to contend to this.
Don't forget you're apart of this nation too."

"Gabrielle, don't-"

The small warrior quickly cut her off with an andone. "Don't you Xena." She stood
up and stared down at Xena. "l will not abandomthiedon't care how stressed | get.
This is my Nation, my people, and my... my last hoflime.going to stay here to help
them. You can leave if you want to Xena, | donfecaShe then walked away from
Xena, going to the edge of the sparring field.

Xena closed her eyes. She took a deep breath tibvash $p. Her eyes drifted over to
Gabrielle, she had her back to Xena with her amossed against her chest. The
warrior walked over to her. "Gabrielle."

The small warrior turned around, her cheeks waghty glistening, her eyes tinted



with redness. "Look I'm sorry Xena. I'm just... | ddmow."

The warrior nodded. "Its okay, you had right. luistjworried about you. | don't like
seeing you stressed. If you get stressed Gabnyelleyon't be able to handle this
problem between the nations."

Gabrielle nodded her head, she looked up from tbergl to Xena. "Yeah well, |
don't have much choice right now Xena."

The older woman sighed, she looked away then lzaGabrielle. "I know. Just..."

Gabrielle started shaking her head so Xena hageatbialking. "Xena... | don't
wanna talk about this anymore." She swallowedjriged lump in her throat. She
looked away from Xena as she spoke. "You knowjult do whatever | need to, |
can't worry about anything else." Her eyes thekédoup to Xena. "l don't want to
talk about this though." A deep breath. "l guesscar't... | can't handle talking about
to many things anymore. You know? It just kind oit kind of builds on you after
awhile. | can't handle talking. | can't." A few tedegan to escape. She looked away
again as she wiped away at the tears. "Look I'ingaig to go back to the hut. | need
to get some sleep. I'll... I'll see you there." Sentcrossed her arms again and
walked off, her head down low.

The warrior turned to watch her go. Xena kept wiatghill Gabrielle disappeared in
the darkness. She then closed her eyes, they begéing. Her right hand came up
and pulled her bangs back over head. She keptamer tnp like that. "Gods." A shaky
breath. "What am | going to do?" Xena brought rerchback to her side as her bangs
fell forward. Her eyes opened again and a few telgsgped down her cheeks. "Gods
Gabrielle." She closed her eyes again, droppetidesi, her arms crossing as more
droplets escaped from her eyes. "I'm so sorry thiglto you Gabrielle." Lifting her
head she looked to the direction Gabrielle wenha&X®ok a deep breath to calm
herself. She closed her eyes again and found dlfetlysspot hidden in that dark corner
of herself. Once her eyes opened again, they vadde She began to walk back to the
hut.

~*Part 5*~

Xena slowly walked into the temple, it glowed wiitelight. She quickly spotted
Gabrielle in front of a stone altar. She recognittedtemple.

Dahak's temple.

Xena noticed a dagger in Gabrielle's hand, it wag land thin. On the ground in front
of Gabrielle's feet was another person that loakexttly liked Gabrielle.

Hope.

Xena looked up from Hope to Gabrielle. She walkpdauGabrielle. "Gabrielle?"
Gabrielle's red eyes looked up to Xena. "Xena... avligu leave me?"

Xena stared into Gabrielle's eyes. "W-what?"

"Why'd you leave me in Dahak's temple? Was killdgesar more important to you?"



Xena brought up her hands to Gabrielle's shouldNs... no."

Gabrielle dropped her head. She stared down atatger in her hands. She then
noticed Hope's body. "No!" The dagger fell from hands and landed to the stone
temple's floor. Gabrielle fell to her knees bedttigpe. She looked up to Xena. "You
left me! You betrayed me!"

Xena shook her head. "No..." She bent down to bdexyd with Gabrielle. "l didn't
leave you."

"Yes you did!" Gabrielle looked up to Xena now. Hges now burned with a deep
fire, a fire of rage. "You left me in this templehen you betrayed Hope and I. How
could you?"

"Gabrielle we both know Hope was a-"

"Vessel for Evil?" Gabrielle's eyes narrowed. "Xéina only reason she was evil was
because you made her out to be. You never evenhganeechance."

"She killed my son!"
"That is your fault! You left me here to be rapgdlahak! What did you expect?"
"She is a thing Gabrielle."

Gabrielle's eyes narrowed. "l could have said #mething about you! | could be
sitting here telling you, you were a vessel forl[E3y the gods Xena you were a
warlord and killed thousands of people. Hope haditlythat. People showed you a
second chance. But you couldn't even give her oséatt with."

"No Gabirielle."

"Yes Xena, and you know it! You killed my daughténid admit it, you loved it?
You enjoyed it?"

"No Gabrielle I didn't." Xena stood up and tookiepsback.

Gabrielle stood up now, she stepped over Hope. ygagdid Xena. Admit it!" She
pointed a finger at Xena, her eyes narrowing. W tzat look of utter satisfaction
when Hope and her son lay died in that barn. thegtwas the happiest moment in
your life!"

Xena shook her head. She took another step baekiri€le, no it wasn't like that at
all. I-"

"| felt bad, sad... depressed | had to kill Hope.b@elle bitterly laughed. "Right
Xena, like I'd believe that. You only know reveragel killing. You know nothing of
love!"

"That's not true Gabrielle, you know that."

Gabrielle laughed again with sarcasm. "Do | reallg@t you were faking everything
to me. Our love, wasn't real." Gabrielle took ameotstep closer, her body pressed
against Xena's. "Tell me Xena, who would you beylgou be me?" Gabrielle took
a few steps back, she grinned. "I wanna know, wgaidbe me?" Gabrielle laughed



again. "l bet everything between us was fake, evleen you were under my skin."
Gabrielle's grin went evil as she stepped up toaXagain. "l bet you liked me even
more when | was faking it." She only laughed agtok a step back.

"So tell me Xena, would you be me?"
"Would you be me?"
"Would you be me?"
"Would you be me?"

The warrior's eyes shot open, she was staring thgetoeiling of the hut. She took a
deep breath to calm herself. She closed her ey@s agd took a few deep breaths.
Her eyes opened again. She rolled to her rightbhek now to Gabrielle on the other
side of the bed.

"Would you be me?"

Xena closed her eye8Vould you be meMer eyes closed even tighter. She then
took control of her mind, she rammed the thouglepddown. Sighing, her eyes
loosened some but kept close. Maybe, just maybd gbeback to sleep.

~F ok Kk

Gabrielle rolled out of bed, her bare feet hittihg wood floorOh yeah, wood for
once, not that cold stone flo@he chuckled at her own musing. Walking to the foot
of the bed, she found her boots from last nighé &lickly put them on and laced
them up. On the table were her sais, just wherdeshinem as well. She put them
down in their home on her boots. Once she rose bpckhe heard her partner's voice.

"Leaving for the meeting?"
Gabrielle looked to Xena as she straightened hek bat. "Yeah."

The warrior nodded, she then got out of the bed.\&s just in her leathers. "I'll
come."

"Xena, you don't need too."

The older woman nodded as she came to the talslbrdes armor and bracers there.
"No, I'll come. Might need my help."

The smaller warrior nodded her head. That's wherfedlhuncomfortable, she shifted
away from Xena. She went to sit on the end of # lvaiting.

Xena was use to Gabrielle helping her, but shiensihaged to put her armor on fast.

She came to the foot of the bed near Gabrielle. s§peed into her boots then brought
one leg up at a time to the frame of the bed. ®lokthe laces easily. Her eyes shifted
to her friend, Gabrielle was staring at the fld&eel like getting something to eat?"

"No." The younger woman then looked to Xena. SheXana's eyes weren't warm
yet they weren't bitterly cold like they could Géey're are... dull, they contained no
emotions. "There's no time."

Xena nodded she dropped her foot and brought uptttez one to tie it. "Just have to



get a big lunch."
The small woman nodded a little. "Maybe."

The warrior looked away and walked over to her sine bed. She went to the wall,
she lifted her sword and chakram. They quickly fibtimeir homes. "Ready?"

The Amazon Queen stood up. "Yup. Let's go."

The warrior nodded. The pair left the hut and madeeline to the council's hut.

~k ok ko
"Queen Gabrielle, | don't know if that's a wiseade

The Amazon Queen looked away from the council merabd looked to her regent,
sitting beside her. "Ephiny?"

The regent looked to Gabrielle. "Yes?"
"When was the last time all the Nations were toge#s one?"
The regent's face went a little surprised. "I... ¥éao idea Gabrielle."

Gabrielle nodded she then looked up to Xena, theiavdeaning against the wall,
listening. "Xena do you know?"

The warrior sighed, she tightened her arms aghgersthest. "Wasn't during my time
Gabrielle. But my guess it was over a hundred #hdyears."

The small warrior nodded. "Thanks." She smiledtkelthen looked back to the
council members. "You see, hardly anybody knowsnithe tribes were all together
last."

That same council member replied back. "Queen @ldariet me get this straight.
The only reason as to why you want to bring allttitees together is so it'll stop the
fighting amongst themselves?"

Gabrielle sighed. "No that's not the only reasony.vi

She was cut off by that council member. "Surely €ué&abrielle, you don't want us
all to come together just so we can have more wpdeties then the ones we have?"
Everybody in the council laughed except for one. j€rhaps the Queen rather-"

Now that annoying council member was stopped laissed hand. The person whom
silenced the council member, looked to her. "Yottdvenold you tongue. | will not
take that sort of centaur crap in my council. Yalli give Queen Gabrielle a chance."”

The council member nodded her head. "l apologizsikdd' She then looked to
Gabrielle. "Queen Gabrielle, | apologize to yowad."

The Queen nodded her head a little, but her eyestayed narrow. She then stood up
from her seat, pushing her chair back. She gragpedhair and rammed the chair
into the table, a boom was heard in the hut. Had&atill tightly grasped the chair.
Everybody's eyes were on her and serious now. 'Kian." She took a deep breath.
"Now that you've all, with the exception of Masik&he nodded to the head council



member, Masika nodded back. Gabrielle then loolesdk o everybody. "Have had
their laugh, lets try to be serious." Releasingdha@r she straightened up.

She began to pace back and forth in front of thencih. The regent pushed her seat
back to be able to see Gabrielle. The Queen stoppaédboked to them. "l want the
nations together not only to stop this quarrelingtb establish the nation again." She
took a deep breath. Walking back to the table. AlV&now the Amazon's pride, the
bickering between the tribes will only get worseayte even start battles up."

"That's crazed."

Gabrielle looked to the person whom spoke in thenco. "Is it really? You can't tell
me if | stand here and insult you. That you woahdtup and challenge me. Am |
wrong?"

All the council members shook their heads.

The small warrior smiled sarcastically. "No I'm fic&he put her hands on the table
and leaned forward. "So that's my point. One tiis@lts another, they'll stand up to
the other. Eventually it'll get out of hand. | prismyou it will happen if nothing is
done about it." She brought her hands off the tabtebegan to pace again.
Everybody watched her. Gabrielle stopped and lod&egdem again. "Once our
Nations are together, we can establish the fin&bNdo survive through time.
Otherwise | have a feeling the Amazons will die.'but

"The Amazons won't die out."”

"Yes they will, not over night or tomorrow or thext day. But in time they will. It's
already begun. Look at what Pompey did to us."

"But we defeated him."

Gabrielle nodded. "We did. But will we defeat thexhwarlord that comes along?
Win the next war that comes? We don't know and tenadliy our luck will run out.
Look at what's happened to the once great natiovag a whole, now it's separated
into what? Ten tribes now?" She looked to Ephingnswer. Ephiny nodded back.
Gabrielle looked up to the council. "Ten tribes lafeincluding us. That's nothing
compared to what it was. Look at the facts, thayjlet there." She took steps back to
the table, she looked to each and every memberwWaot survive the test of time

if we do not do something about. We will not existe are not together.”

Masika's head was bobbing up and down. She loogdbm the table to Gabrielle.
"l agree with you Queen Gabirielle. I'm the oldestehin the tribe. I've watched some
of the nations fall apart and die out. When | fobetame an Amazon there were |
believe fourteen nations." Masika looked to thesottouncil members. "It will only
take a good puff of wind to blow each nation dovwe b piece of straw. If we are all
together, then we will survive better.”

Gabrielle nodded at that in agreement, Masika |dddack to her. The Amazon
Queen looked to all the members again. "We do we talose?"

All the members began to nod in agreement. Masigagh kept looking at the
Queen. "There is just one problem Queen GabridMlasika then brought her right



hand up to the table after speaking.
"That is?"
Masika took a deep breath. "How are we going taddo

Another council member now spoke up. "That is myeQueen. We all agree, but
there is the problem of how to go about it. We ganhask the tribes to come together.
There is no way all the Queens will want to givethwar castes. Besides that, there'd
be the problem of a single Queen. Who'd it be?"

The Amazon Queen nodded her head. She shifted fawaythe table, she began to
pace again. She then grinned to herself and lottkdte council. "A fight."

"Excuse me, Queen Gabrielle." Masika sighed and wen'But we can not spill our
own sisters blood for this."

Gabrielle nodded with a smile, she crossed her.diirdsn't mean necessarily a fight.
A challenge."” She then walked up to the table add@m back straight as she kept her
arms crossed.

"A challenge my Queen?"

The small warrior nodded. She looked to the emtencil. "It would be perfect. We
send out a challenge to every tribe. All the Quesamse with however many
Amazons they want. All the Queens will have a fighthallenge to each other. Sort
of like a contest that we can hold here. Sinceentg'e tribe that's in the center. We
make a few exceptions to the rules. Whichever Queemes out victorious then is the
head Queen. And none of the Nations will be abketose the challenges because of
tradition." A pause. "Not to mention pride."

All of the head council members looked to each othalking lowly to each other.

Masika listened to them talk. She then looked uBabrielle with a smile. Gabrielle
smiled back and the Amazon looked back to the abunc

One of the council members looked away from theigro Gabrielle. "Queen
Gabrielle, what would be the exceptions to thes®il&All the members now looked to
the Queen.

Gabrielle uncrossed her arms, her hands goingrthips. "The exceptions... the
exceptions to the traditional challenge. | thin& thggest one we need to have is
nobody is allowed to kill. Then | think a seconceamould be that each Queen could
choose her own weapon."

All the council members nodded and began to tahrad hen they started to quiet
down and looked to Masika.

"Is it agreed upon?" All the members nodded theads to Masika. The head council
member smiled and looked up to Gabrielle. "Theraigireed between this council.
That Queen Gabrielle and this Nation will issue challenges to all of the other
nations. The challenges in turn will be held hereur tribe."

The Queen of the Amazons smiled. "Great."



All the members nodded and smiled to Gabrielle yTdlesaid goodbye and left,
except Masika.

The head council member stood and looked to G#dari8lhat's quite a dream
Gabrielle."

Gabrielle shrugged her shoulders and smiled a.littWVe need to make it reality
Masika."

Masika nodded her head. "l agree. | do believelithappen. And hopefully you will
become the head Queen." A pause. "l will say afréecord from what | know of the
other Queens. They're not to brilliant and couldvdtch up to you."

The Queen sadly smiled. "Thank you Masika."

The older Amazon shrugged her shoulder. "Nothintdpémk, | just hand you the truth.
Now then you'll have to excuse me. Busy day."

Gabrielle nodded her head. "Have a good one Mdsika.

Masika nodded as she made her way to the dootpsked back to Gabrielle. "You
to Gabrielle. Good job today." She then left.

The small woman took a deep breath and looked bonip

The regent stared up to Gabrielle with a huge giihat was something else
Gabrielle. Where did you come up with all of that?"

Gabrielle chuckled, she ran her hand through hent $fair. "I don't know Eph. Right
there while | was pacing."

The Amazon chuckled and stood up. "Well that wasadible."
The Queen smiled. "Thanks."

Ephiny then took a step forward and hugged hendridhe regent then released her.
"Well | need to get going. How about after lunchwark up on challenge letters?"

Gabrielle nodded. "That sounds good."

The Amazon smiled. "Great, catch you then Gabrlelle

"Bye Eph." She watched till her Amazon friend was, she then looked to Xena.
The warrior smiled and shifted off the wall. "Wadn'bad."

The younger woman chuckled. "Uh huh."

Xena walked up to her partner. "I have to agreé Wiasika though."

Gabrielle raised an eyebrow at the warrior. "Ohhyeéhat was that?"

"You'd be the best Queen."

The small woman sighed. "l don't know Xena. | ddmik | could beat them all.”



"We'll find out huh?"

"Yup."

"You up for some sparring? | could use some."

Gabrielle nodded then smiled some. "Yeah, | cooldog that."
"Your shoulder can handle it?"

Gabrielle nodded. "Yeah, come on."

The two friends left the hut and went to the sparfield. There they practiced. Xena
now studied Gabrielle's movement to try and figauieif there was anything
physically wrong with her. She did notice that k&gt arm had a slower reaction time
due to the healing wound. The warrior in turn wasver about attacking her friend's
left side. Overall though, she could not find amyghodd.

About half way through their sparring, a group eh&zons started watching. None of
them knew whom to glue their eyes too. They alhbboth Xena and the Queen
quite extraordinary to watch.

"Xena?"
The warrior parried Gabrielle's sai thrust. "Yeah?"

The small warrior spun to put her back to Xena. I8twered her sais to stop a sword
blow. She whirled back around to face Xena agaire €ai went up to stop Xena's
sword coming down. The other sai jabbed forwardHtertaller woman's stomach.
She missed since Xena jumped back. "Is there anyaay get my enemies sword out
their hands with sais?"

Xena jumped as the Queen came at her feet. "Maybe."

Gabrielle rose back up from trying to get at Xet@a¢er portion. She then leaned to
her left as the sword swept pass her. "You thinlcarefind one?"

The warrior took a step back and lowered her sw@dre."

Gabrielle smiled and dropped her arms, her saikdifed and went under her wrists.
There was a ting as the butt end of the sais hibreeelets.

Xena tossed her sword up in the air a little andybait by the blade. She held the
handle out to Gabrielle. "Switch."

The Amazon Queen nodded her head. She placedjhésai into her left hand and
handed them to Xena. She then took Xena's sword.

The warrior held the warm sais for a second andietuthem. She looked up and
studied her own sword in Gabrielle's hand. Shedddback to the sais and their
design. Looking back up she smiled. "Okay, | havédaa. | want you to bring the
sword down on me with both hands, tight hold too."

Gabrielle nodded her head. She took a step backand brought the sais up, the tips
out. The warrior nodded and the sword came dowh guick speed and force. The



warrior brought both sais up at the same time &ogbed the sword in between the
grooves. Xena then split the sais, one going agiat the other left with a hard jerk
and force.

The sword flew out of Gabrielle's hand and wensting up into the air. The warrior
put the right sai into her left hand and held cart tight hand. The sword came down
handle first and Xena caught it. She smiled andddo Gabrielle.

The small warrior's hands went to her hips. "Shioat to me again, but slow."

The Warrior Princess nodded her head. She tossesinbrd to Gabrielle and she
caught it. Gabrielle slowly brought the sword doswnXena.

The warrior put the sais up again. Once the swaelsthe sais she looked to
Gabrielle. "First get the sword between the forkthe sais okay?"

Gabrielle nodded. "I got that."

Xena nodded. "Okay, next have one sais go left themther right. Make sure it's fast
and hard. Don't give your enemy a chance to pall $word out.” Her blue eyes
shifted back to the sais. She jerked the sais waghand the sword went sailing
again. She caught it as it came down. "And thetegem Wanna try it?"

The Amazon Queen nodded her head. "l better.”

Xena grinned and handed back the sais as she @&v@wlord back. "Remember hard
jerk left and right. Won't work otherwise."

Gabrielle nodded. "Go ahead."

The warrior nodded and brought her sword down gatakabrielle. The Queen
brought her sais up and stopped the sword. Sherdpatly pulled her one hand left
the other right. The sword slipped from Xena's hand went flying up again.
Gabrielle tossed her right sai into her left hand eaught the sword. She twisted the
sword in hand and brought it to Xena's throat.

The warrior grinned. "Perfect. One thing."
"Yeah?"
"l wouldn't use the sword."

Gabrielle chuckled. "Right." A pause. "But my enewguldn't know that." She
dropped the sword and handed it back to Xena. "OKapk I'm done." Her hands
went down with the sais, they went back into theeloas on her boots.

The older woman sheathed her sword and looked boiéle. "Good job. You have
the hang of those sais."

Gabrielle nodded. "Thanks, they work well."
Xena grinned. "They only work well if the owner km® how to use them."
The small warrior grinned. "Right."

That's when the pair began to walk, they headedrdswvhere the crowd of Amazons



are, only ten Amazons or so. Most of them begdeawe, only three stayed behind.
Gabrielle recognized one as Aster.

"That was really good Gabrielle.”
The Queen looked to Aster. "Thanks, had lots offra.”
"I'm sure with those abilities."

Beside the Queen stood Xena. The warrior had naddwer eyes a little to the
Amazon.

Gabrielle took a deep breath and smiled. "Thanksady

Aster then reached forward with her left hand. Warm hand grasping Gabrielle's
right shoulder. "Hey if you ever have time. I'd éoo spar with you."

The small warrior nodded a little. "Maybe we can."

The Amazon smiled. "Great, I'd love it." She sqeee@abrielle's shoulder then
removed her hand. She began to head off. "By QGedmielle.”

"Bye Aster."

Gabrielle then began to look up to Xena. The wasaw this and calmed down, her
eyes not being narrow anymore.

"She seems nice huh?"

The Warrior Princess started to walk. "Yup."

Gabrielle walked along with her. "You don't liker lineih?"

Xena shrugged her shoulders. "Don't know enoudteoto say."
Silence materialize between the partners.

They though went their separate ways once theingmthe village again. Gabrielle
went to find Ephiny. Xena though, she went somereth@abrielle had no idea
where.

~Fk Kk

Night had soon came along with it so was dinnebr@de had sat at the table with
her closes friends. Xena though, she had no idemendhe was. She'd spotted her
earlier in the food hut. She just figured the warsat some where else for dinner. It
bothered Gabirielle, it really did. But then againe had no right to complain. Xena
could do whatever she wanted. Wasn't her place argyto say.

The small warrior had eaten already and riddeneffes§ her plates. Now she sat
down with a mug of wine. Normally she'd never dnmike, but she was definitely in
the mood for it now. She then stood up. "l thimk §oing to go find Amarice. I'll stop
back later."

Everybody nodded to Gabrielle. She then left tietavith her mug. She looked
around in the hut for a red head. Oh that didk& tang. She made a beeline across



the hut to Amarice, she sat down beside the Amazon.

Amarice looked to the Queen with a smile. "Hey."

Gabrielle smiled. "How are you Amarice? Haven'tserich of you."
The Amazon nodded her head. "Sorry, been busy cgtetith my sister."
The Queen nodded. "That's what | figured. How's glaeng?"

Amarice went to respond.

Xena looked away from her best friend and Amarioe laoked back to her mug of
ale. She sighed, she didn't feel like much forldng. She stood up and left the
bench, making her way to the dish table and sheps her mug off.

Teresa then came up beside her. "Hi."
Xena looked to the Amazon. "Hey Teresa."

The Amazon took a deep breath and looked up td'Kena, look I'm sorry about the
other day. | know I didn't say hi or anything. feal sorry about that."

The warrior nodded a little. "Its okay. I'm usehat sort of thing." She smiled some.

Teresa though didn't take it as a joke. "No I'mllyesorry Xena. It's just... well there's
been a lot of talk about things."

The warrior crossed her arms against her chesbuflWwhat?"

The Amazon took a deep breath. "About you and @H#éri

Xena's head bobbed up and down a few times. "Wiaitais?"

"Just stuff Xena. There's just a lot of rumorsrftyiand things."

"l figured that considering pretty much all of tRation is ignoring me."

"Yeah | know. | was listening to those rumors. Thathy | acted like | did early. But
| just knew better, that's why | had to apologize."

Xena smiled faintly. "Thanks Teresa."

Teresa smiled back. "Hey yeah, the least | couldBdb | need to go."”
The Warrior Princess nodded. "Okay. I'll talk taxyjiater.”

"Bye Xena."

“Teresa?"

The Amazon looked back to Xena. "Yeah?"

"Are the rumors mainly focused around me?"

Teresa's eyes dropped to the ground. She lookédupacYeah, they're just not
good."



The warrior nodded her head. "Okay. Thanks agae."B
"Goodnight Xena." Teresa then left the hut.

The warrior looked through the food hut, she sgb@abrielle. She was still talking
to Amarice. Xena sighed and left the hut, she he&ol&éer own. That's when she
crawled in bed after ridding herself of the armor.

Sleep though didn't take her right away. She'ddh&abrielle come in about a
candlemark later. She just lay there pretendirgldep. Xena didn't sleep till quite
later on in the night. Her thoughts were flyingaihgh her head to fast to let her sleep.
But once she did, she knew she wasn't going t@ gikasantly.

~*Part 6*~
"Xena why'd you leave me in the temple?" Gabrileleked up with red eyes.

The warrior took a step back. Now she was in Dahakhple again. Hope's body
wasn't there this time. It was just her, Gabriaiad the pit.

"l didn't want to Gabrielle, | swear."
"Right Xena, you just wanted to kill Caesar ovestpcting me."
"It wasn't like that Gabrielle."

"Then how was it Xena?" Gabrielle took steps clésefena. "Gods, please tell me
the truth then Xena? | sure as Hades don't se&mote huh?"

"Gabrielle-"

"No Xena! You left me here to be raped. You chabgegreater good over me. No no
| have that wrong." Gabrielle stared at the fldwrt looked back up to Xena. "You
choose your hatred over me. Gods Xena | can'tuzetigat! You bitch!"

Xena's body began to shake, she took steps babkie@came at her. "Gods no
Gabrielle. I never meant for all of that to happen.

"Do you think | believe that Xena? You probablyrpiad it that way."
"You know that's not true Gabrielle!"

Gabrielle took more steps, she pressed her bodygsagéena’s. "Do | really Xena?"
She took a deep breath. "l don't trust you, | d@spect you, and you know what
else? I don't love you." She repeated it in a wdrnisfi don't love you." She took a step
back. "I'd rather die then look at you." Her eyt burned. "l hate you Xena! | hate
you!" Her voice now erupted to fill Xena's world.Hate you! | don't love you!"

"l hate you!"
"I don't love you!"
"l hate you!"

"I don't love you!"



"l hate you!"
"l don't love you!"

Xena shot up in the bed. Her body was shakingvat.dShe felt beads of sweat go
down her body. She looked to her left at Gabridllgee small woman slept
soundlessly. She hadn't heard Xena move. The wéeaoed forward, her hands
cupping her face. The warrior took a deep breath.

Her legs swung from the bed, her feet going tonthed floor. Xena got up and began
to put her armor on. She had to leave, she needed t

"l hate you!"
"l don't love you!"

Xena shut her eyes for a moment. She shifted thetlgh on her arm, her eyes
opening again. The warrior went to the foot of tkeel and put her boots on. Looking
up, she stared at her... friend sleeping. Tearsdavn the warrior's face. She
looked away and finished tying her boots. Now shs dressed with her weapons, not
sure where to go.

The warrior took a deep breath and quietly werth&odoor, leaving. It was still night
out. She figured it would be dawn in a little mdénen a candlemark. Her legs carried
her to the stables.

Her body the entire time was ridged, her face eontéss. Ephiny had quickly found
this out when the warrior brushed by her. Xenadad nothing to the regent, acted as
if she wasn't even there. But Ephiny, she'd catlgtitdeep darkness in her friend's
eyes. She didn't like it. In turn that made heedas way to Gabrielle's hut.

Xena though, kept walking to the stables. Torqueetgd her, Xena smiled sadly and
went to Argo's stall. Once she had her mare saddheiwas gone.

~F ok Kh

Over a half of a candlemark left before the dawgtg comes over the small Amazon
village, it was a nasty night. The gray dark clobdd swept in to mask the night sky.
Something in the very pit of Gabrielle's stomadd teer something wasn't right. Not
that she has had that feeling before, yet nowdtgrawn an increasing amount.

She sat on the end of the bed, her boots up doetthelegs crossed. Her sais had been
removed and placed beside herself on the bed. labnias her elbows propped up

on her knees, her hands up cupping her chin. Etheyas unfocused and fixed on the
wooden floor of the hut.

Xena had left earlier. Gabrielle was not sure oérelor exactly when the warrior got
up. She just knew the warrior had left for someso@a The Amazon Queen though
definitely had her guess as to why. As soon as i@ibwoke up from her nightmares
she changed into her leathers.

But her mind is racing over the past few days. \We @nly guess as to what exactly it
is about. However | can assure you that it all =ia®f her, Xena and their declining
relationship. Something so dark and strong waslénsf Gabrielle it threaten to kill
her everything. She knew how to destroy it yetdida't know if she could actually



do it. The small warrior understood all of thisgana inside of herself but not even
the understanding seem to help her less fearstiedal as the days passed she grew
more and more scared, believing she would nevableeto stop this darkness.

A knock at the door was heard and Gabrielle litedhead. "Come in." A curly-
haired Amazon walked in with a strong gate. Galerigiiled to her friend. "Hey
Eph, how are you?"

The regent smiled a little to her friend. "Pretood you?"

The small warrior dropped her hands to her lapsdmdgged. "Surviving | suppose.”
Ephiny nodded her head and the Queen went on. tiSedoyou're here this early. So
formal visit or what?"

The regent grinned some. "Just came to check yownSee how you're doing way
early this morning."

The small warrior nodded her head with a smallenttbhiny had her eyes locked
with the other woman on the bed. She could seddbp sadness hidden within. It
clenched even at Ephiny's heart. She wished sHd setithings straight for her
friend, but knew it was up to Gabrielle to setlags.

"Thanks." A pause. "You seen Xena by any chance?"

The Amazon's eyes dropped to the ground for a braghent, then she looked back
up. "Yeah |1 did."

"What is it Ephiny?"

The regent took a deep breath. "Gabrielle, whexwi Iser, | said hi to her and she
didn't respond. Her eyes were really cold, nevenger like that before."

The warrior leaped off the bed and spun the saia fnoment then inserted them in
the catch on the sides of her boots. "Where wagasimg Ephiny?"

"I believe to take Argo for a run." The bard begamnove to the door. "Wait
Gabrielle?" The Amazon Queen stopped short of tue dnd turned to face the
regent. Ephiny took a deep breath and continueld aveerious voice. "Let a couple of
Amazons go with you."

Gabrielle sighed and moved closer to her frien@, lmaind going to the Amazon's
shoulder. "Look Ephiny, | need to go after her alon

"Gabrielle."
"No Ephiny, she doesn't need a bunch of Amazongihgraround. Okay?"

The regent nodded her head. "Be careful Gabridlét,weather there is looking real
bad."

Gabrielle nodded her head with a small smile, steglad out the door in a rush. With
a fluent motion the small warrior made her wayhe stables where her horse awaited
for her. It was dark out from the clouds hiding thik moon, so torches around the
village lit the way.



The Queen entered the stable, going to the stalevher horse was nickering. "Hey
boy, | need your help to find Xena."

Torqueo threw his head back and snorted. The smaatior smiled and stepped into
the stall. In no time at all, the horse was sad@lend Gabrielle walked him out of
the stable. She hopped up into the saddle and ggable reins, her boots going into
the stirrups. Gabrielle looked up to the dark skyd moment. It was a sticky air, the
kind that comes when a storm is about to hit iesMomg beginning now. Gabrielle
squeezed the stallion on the sides and that wentrat out of the village.

Once they hit the woods, Gabrielle sent Torqueo angallop. They gallop aimlessly,
Gabrielle had no idea where. She began to cryinfglbpeless. She had no way of
finding Xena, or so she thought. That's when iteamGabrielleOur connection!
Gods please let it still be there.

So she stopped her stallion. Her red eyes closgdlamtook deep breaths. She
focused on that darkness in her that is growingenaoid more each day. It
sarcastically laughed at her. Gabrielle's lip thétd and she listened and studied the
darkness. Oh that is her connection with Xena mtaskness. What Gabrielle is
feeling so is Xena. And the small warrior knew this

Her eyes flew open. She sent Torqueo into anothlérpy she followed the darkness.

It grew stronger, she is getting closer to Xena Stanned around the woods. It was
still dark from the storm clouds, yet it still hadt rained. The weather seemed to wait
for something.

Looking back ahead Gabrielle spotted a dark hudiiled on the ground. The
darkness inside engulfed her and she knew it was X&topping Torqueo, Gabriele
almost fell off the horse. Her feet made contat¢huwhe ground and Gabrielle went
off sprinting to Xena.

The warrior looked up and saw her partner comirfgg@ds how she knew Gabrielle
was looking for her. She knew when Gabrielle fiyst up by the shot of pain she got.
She knew when Gabrielle came looking for her bezafishe desperate hope that
filled her.

The small warrior came straight to Xena. She caavendon her knees and looked to
Xena. The warrior had her head lowered, her hamff®nt of herself, a dagger in her
right hand. The tip of the dagger pressed into Xcledt wrist.

Gabrielle grabbed at Xena's left hand and saw lbediseeping out. She grabbed the
dagger from Xena's hand. "Gods no Xena!" She thinevdagger behind herself. She
turned back to Xena. "Xena gods."

The warrior looked up to Gabrielle. "Gabrielle ant-" She was cut off.

Thunder had erupted in this realm. The sky opehed,train came hammering down.
It swallowed the pair up whole so to speak. It wask as Indian ink now. They only
saw each other through flashes of lightening.

"Xena you can't what?"

The warrior shook her head. "l can't keep goingrigdib, not like this."



Gabrielle opened her mouth to reply. But she didetause thunder stopped her.
Lightening then flashed. Gabrielle caught sighthef blood flowing off Xena's hand
from the rain. The pure rain cleaning the deepXeha felt the sting of her wound.

"Xena, | can't either gods believe me." She todkep breath. Lightening flashed as
she spoke. "Xena, | am hating myself a little memeh day. | can not ever forgive
myself for what | did to you."

The warrior looked up, her bangs slicked in froinber face. "I've forgiven you for it
all Gabrielle."

Thunder rolled. The world lit up then went dark iaga

"I know Xena. I've forgiven you too. But we carées to forgive ourselves. | know |
can't forgive myself. Maybe..." Thunder. "Maybe theswaer is to help each other
forgive ourselves."

Lightening then thunder. Lightening flashed a fewes then stopped. The rain still
hammered down on them.

Xena closed her eyes then opened again. "Gabiietiép scared to be together with
you. Gods | don't want to hurt you anymore. | cda'that to you." Tears began to
slip.

Gabrielle's eyes stung as the tears rolled dowheszk mixing with the rain. "l know
Xena. | feel the same with you. But Xena-" Thurstaunded, Gabrielle ignored it and
went on. "Xena you can't tell me you feel like yetslowly dying inside. | know for
me as each day fades away so does part of me'tlkashanv who | am anymore. | just
know that the biggest part of me is you." Thunéentlightening. "If | don't have you,
then | can't be myself." The ultimate truth finadlycaped Gabrielle's lips in a low
whisper.

"l can't survive Xena."

The two women locked eyes. Xena was breathing hedneycould hear Gabrielle as
well breathing hard. She heard the pounding of. fEive thunder crackled as the
lightening streaked through the sky.

"Gabrielle." Thunder erupted. "Gabrielle, | knowill die without you. Gods, | need
you now more then ever." Lightening crackled.

"Xena." Gabrielle smiled sadly. She whispered X&name again. "Xena, I'm right
here. I've been waiting for you. | can't move withgou."

Xena smiled. She brought her right hand up to @#bls cheek. She then leaned in as
Gabrielle closed her eyes.

The Soulmates' lips met.

Lightening flashed repeatedly, it never stoppedcéthe Soulmates pulled back from
their kiss, did the lightening stopped. Thundenmsty loudly in this world. It was
echoed through and through.

"l love you Gabrielle."



"I'm beyond in-love with you Xena."

The warrior smiled. "I know, there're are no wotas$ell how much | love you
Gabrielle."

The Soulmates started to cry. They kissed agaie.tiitnder erupted. The lightening
flashed over and over as they kissed. The rairgedt on their bodies. To the
Soulmates it felt utterly good the cool rain, reypéding. The water sliding down their
backs, legs, hair, between their faces and intieelddips.

The long kiss itself was filled with love and forgness, each Soulmate trying to hand
their soul over to the other. To show complete tiemao the other. They made it a
need to please the other. They had to believe again

The Soulmates pulled away from the kiss, both gyiena pulled Gabrielle into her
lap. Gabrielle wrapped her legs around the Xenaistpwher small arms around Xena's
back. Xena's own arms around Gabrielle's waistri@sddug her head into her
Soulmate's right shoulder, Xena's head going irgbri@lle's hair.

The rain still fell on the Soulmates. The lightemstopped with its thunder. The gray
clouds beginning to break up, the light rain camid to fall on the Soulmates of this
time. As the clouds dispersed did the dawning heg@gmorning sunlight came
cutting through the darkness. The warm light of@hstern sun fell on the Soulmates
and warmed them to their core.

The Soulmates felt an infinite weight disappeantfithem. From inside of their souls
the weight left, in their hearts, and minds. God# lthat made them cry in each
other's arms. They hug so tightly worried that they separate again.

Their need for each other had grown an unmeasueaidat. To such an extent that
no mere language can capture the need, the wahtlemire. The indescribably is the
soul touching entities. And this pair of Soulmdedsthis need, so much that they
must cry.

They cry from the need, from the separation, fromtappiness. And as we all know,
from the pain. The pain that turned into darkn&ssit darkness that had almost
swallowed them both whole. They could have losheztber forever. That was
another thing to cry about, they could have lostdther for eternity. They hadn't and
felt that burning risk inside now. Beyond gladidimt happen.

Gabrielle lifted her head from Xena's shoulder. &anturn lifting her head. Gabrielle
reached down to Xena's left hand, she careful lirotlng wounded hand to her lips.
She placed a warm kiss over the cut.

Xena smiled and leaned in, placing a kiss to GHésdorehead.

The small warrior then placed her head under Xeaia's she started to cry all over
again.

The warrior tightly wrapped her arms around hetrgaragain. "Sshhh, we're okay
Gabrielle." Xena rocked both their bodies now.

Gabrielle shivered in the older woman's arms. "Gé@sa | thought I'd lost you



forever."

"No, never Gabrielle." She then looked down to Galer. "I'm not going to leave
you."

The Amazon Queen looked up to the warrior. "l calilibave you Xena." Her eyes
burned her throat hurt. Her body only shook againod past fear.

Xena held tight as a small smile broke out acresdips. "I know." Lowering her
head to Gabrielle's neck, she felt tears streanmdow

Gabrielle brought up her right hand behind her Bai¢'s head. "We are going to be
okay Xena."

They stayed like that for awhile, no time is neettete told how long. It just was.
They had to feel the other all over again.

Xena though lifted her head again. She then rembeedight hand from her
Soulmate's back. Reaching down to her waist. Giidshifted back in her lap some.
Xena then reach into her small hidden pouch indehers, she slowly lifted up two
rings and necklace in the palm of her hand.

Gabrielle brought up her right hand to her moutherseyes widen. "Oh gods Xena."
She dropped her hand to grasp the warrior's waist.

Xena smiled. She didn't say anything, didn't n@ee&®he carefully grasped Gabrielle's
left hand, bring it up. First she slipped on thia thedding ring then the engagement
ring.

Gabrielle smiled so sadly as she turned her hdititiea The rings greeted her with
sparkles and twinkles. She'd missed that weightesreft ring finger so much.
Looking back up from them, she saw Xena bringinghgonecklace. She dropped her
head.

The warrior reached behind Gabrielle and hookedhduklace. It fell to her chest, it
was warm. Xena brought her hands to Gabrielle'stcb&raightening the charm out.

Gabrielle reached for the charm, she lifted itlsaly. The deep sapphire twinkled up
to her. The rain fell into the gem then rushed siffping down Gabrielle's hand. Her
emerald eyes lifted up to Xena. That's when shigeshher right leg. Leaning forward
some the small woman reached to her right bootr&nehed into a small hidden
pouched on the side of her boot. She lifted oingand similar necklace.

Xena had certainly caught this. She felt Gabrigliie the thick silver and gold
wedding band onto her left ring finger. Then thekiace, oh how it felt good to have
those weights back on her. She herself lifted gekiace up. The emerald though
sparkled to her. Telling her how much it missedgeit home around her neck. The
warrior smiled down at it. She looked back to Gelkei

They both leaned in and captured each other's lips.

Part 3



Section 3
~*Part 7*~

Gabrielle grasped at the door to the hut, she guskung it open. It was still raining
out and she wanted to get the mud off her bodygd@w and Argo had been settled
up into their stalls again. Grateful for the dry;me$the stable.

The small warrior now stepped into the hut, Xemaean behind her and closed the
door. As soon as the Amazon Queen heard the dagrgie turned around. Gabrielle
quickly wrapped her arms around Xena.

The warrior was stunned for a moment. She thenlyiginveloped Gabrielle and
dropped her head onto Gabrielle's.

They stood like that for a time. Taking in eachestltaking in the feelings and
emotions they hadn't had for two years. They waedeelings and emotions they
would die for.

"Gabrielle?"
"Yeah?"
"We should get a bath before you get a cold indlvest leathers."

Gabrielle grinned to herself. She then lifted heady she patted her Soulmate's
stomach a little. "Can't let you get a cold eithéwu hate them so much."

The warrior shook her head a little. "Damn things @anoying, you have to admit.”

The smaller woman chuckled. "Yup." Releasing Xépahrielle made her way into
the wash room.

There inside was a huge tub off to the left. Th@yad have to fill it. So they did in no
time at all. Afterwards, they began to peel offith@ots, armor, and leathers.

After getting everything off, the small warriormibed into the steaming tub. Her
body flinched a little to the warm water, she tisettled into it comfortable. Lifting
her eyes to Xena, she watched the nude warrioe phaasr leathers up to dry.

She hung them in the sun light from the easternXana looked out the window
from which the sun came streaming in from. She dotiodd, rather odd. The sun
shined brightly yet it still rained. Not a hardirdaut a very soft, gentle, and quiet rain.
Either way though, it didn't matter to Xena. Shetite the tub and climbed in beside
Gabirielle.

The small warrior had watched her the whole tinfee'&watched the warrior's
muscles shifted from all the movements. She'd rdigssching Xena.

"Hey come here."

Gabrielle smiled and moved in the water to leanrsaXena. The warrior leaning
against the side of the tub. Xena encircled hempawmith her arms.

"Xena?"



"Mmm?"
"We are going to take things slow?"

The older woman smiled to herself at that. She dinobup her right hand from under
the water. Xena began to let her hands run thr@agjrielle’'s wet short hair. "Yeah,
be careful this time."

Gabrielle nodded her head with a smile. She dropeediead back against the
warrior's chest. "Gods, it feels good to finallylmme again.”

"Yeah." Xena leaned her head in some to place enkas to Gabrielle's neck. She
then brought her head back up again. Her right e back down under the water
to snake around Gabrielle's waist.

"I feel like I've lost all this weight off my shadgrs Xena."
"I know, | feel really..."

"Tired?"

"Yeah, that was a hard war."

The Amazon Queen chuckled. "Warriors, | swear."
"Don't like them?"

Gabrielle grinned devilishly. She turned arounXena's arms. "Oh no. Not my
warrior." She then leaned in to kiss Xena. And thept kissing.

The watrrior liked being claimed by Gabrielle agahe'd missed that. Xena finally
stopped the kissing with a grin. "We better take bath before the water cools off."

The small warrior nodded with a grin. "l wouldné to sure of that."
"Oh?"

"Yeah, with your warm body."

"And like yours isn't?"

"l didn't say that Xena."

The warrior chuckled, she leaned in to kiss Galerieh the forehead. The pair then
began their bath. Xena then quickly found out het much entertainment she could
get out of Gabrielle's short hair. Especially wiGatbrielle went to dry her hair with
the towel. The small warrior's hair a complete mess

"Where's the brush?"
The warrior grinned. "In the saddlebags."

"Good." Gabrielle quickly made her way to the satidlgs with her towel wrapped
around her body. She pulled it out and brushed hackair and behind her ears.
That's when Xena came up to her and began to @abhielle's hair this way or that



way with her long fingers.

"Thanks."

Xena grinned. "No problem."

Gabrielle sighed then. "Fascination with my haiwft

The warrior nodded her head. "Considering | havsen able to run my fingers
through it since you got it short, yes."

The younger woman smirked. "Good reason."

The warrior chuckled. "I thought so too." Xena tlirashed a little of the bangs
forward to fall onto Gabrielle's forehead. "Ther8le then left Gabrielle's side, she
went to the saddlebags with the brush.

The Amazon Queen watched her. Xena dropped thé Iomesnd milled around in the
saddlebags. She pulled out two shifts and came tioaGlabrielle.

"l haven't worn one of your shifts in forever."

"I know." Xena then handed the white shift to Galtel. She herself took off her
towel and began to slip into her other shift, theaber woman doing the same. The
warrior then looked to Gabrielle. "That looks betia you." Her eyes widen a little.
"Not that the leathers don't look good on youjutt..." Xena stopped herself.

Gabrielle came up against her, her small handgggoithe warrior's waist. "l know
what you meant." A pause. "More relaxing."

Xena sighed. "Right.” She took a deep breath. "kK&4dn
The small warrior smiled. "It's okay Xena."

The Warrior Princess nodded her head, she themgbtdwer head down to Gabrielle's.
She lightly kissed Gabrielle. "Let's do some ratgxdhuh?"

"Oh | was planning on it."

Xena chuckled. "Good."

The smaller woman grinned. "Feel like tea?"
"Wouldn't have it any other way."

"Great."

They released each other. The warrior went toitbpléce, she packed it with wood.
Gabrielle went to the saddlebags, she pulled smal pot, went into the washroom
and filled it. Xena lit the fire as Gabrielle camat of the washroom with the pot.
Gabrielle handed to her Soulmate the pot of watena hung it over the growing fire.
Xena went to sit down on the floor, her back gagginst the foot of the bed, she
propped her legs up.

The small warrior though went to the saddlebagsaghe removed two mugs,
flavored tea, and honey. She made her way badletbreplace, settling the items



there. Turning back around she locked eyes witheX&he slowly walked over to
Xena. Bending down to one knee between the wagtiey, she brought one hand up
to the warrior's left cheek. Leaning in, she cagduXena's lips.

The warrior moaned and brought up her right hardngeGabrielle's head. The kiss
deepening now. As soon as the kiss ended, andtrezds

Gabrielle broke the kiss and smiled to her Soulmditee missed you Xena."
Xena smiled back up to her. "I've missed you too."

They leaned into each other and started kissinmagjhen somebody at the door
knocked.

Gabrielle groaned, she talked between the kis¥esi'Ve got to be kidding me."

The older woman chuckled but kept kissing, replymgetween. "We should answer
it."

"No." The small woman's lips went down to Xena'skad he warrior sucked in a
deep breath. "They'll leave."

"Gabrielle." The small warrior's name coming ou¢plérom Xena's throat. "It's
probably Ephiny." Another knock at the door.

"I don't care." Gabrielle then brought her lipskagp to kiss Xena more. "She'll
leave." A third knock.

"l... I don't think so."

That's definitely when the door to the hut swungroprhe regent certainly stepped in,
closing the door behind. Ephiny pushed her wet hafdeer cloak off from her head.
Her hands went to her hips as she stared down ueen kissing her Consort. "So |
see you two are unquestionably together again."

Gabrielle dropped her head against Xena's chestean to blush deeply.

The warrior grinned, and kissed her Soulmate orofdper head. She looked up to the
regent. "We are."

The Amazon nodded her head with a warm smile. &pged closer to the pair.
Dropping her hands from her hips she replied. tlddind of tell."

The Queen now looked up to the regent. Her facestha deep red. "You just had
to come in Eph."

The regent chuckled and crossed her arms againshast. "Well, you both
disappeared before the sun even rose up. | wasokiwdrried."

Gabrielle looked to Xena with an arched eyebrowe Warrior looking to Gabrielle
with a raised eyebrow as well. They seemed to heag each other's mind, both
saying it aloud. "Mother hen."

The Amazon Queen broke out laughing, her bodynigliinto Xena's. The warrior
wrapping her arms around Gabrielle as she laughed.



The warrior grinned and looked back up to Ephifyell we found each other out
there Eph."

The regent smiled warmly. "I'm really glad. | wasmwed about you two."

Gabrielle had stopped laughing, she then stoodarp Kena and looked to the
regent. "Thanks Eph."

The Amazon looked to Gabrielle. "Anytime my Queeshie then shifted to Gabrielle.
She pulled in the smaller woman for a tight hugc®©they pulled back, Ephiny
placed a light kiss to Gabrielle's forehead. Thygene then turned to the warrior. She
leaned down and hugged Xena, then also placethtekiigs to her forehead as well.
Straightening back up, the Amazon looked to thé lebthem. "You both better not
do this again."

Gabrielle chuckled. "We aren't planning on it Eph."

The regent nodded seriously. "Good." She then dighgut you'll both will have to
convince the village."

The Queen looked down to Xena, the warrior lookedSomething passed between
the two women.

Gabrielle looked back to Ephiny. "We can handle.tha
Ephiny chuckled. "I have no doubts Gabrielle.”

The Queen grinned. "Neither do 1." She then loa#ledn to her Soulmate, smiling.
Xena smiled back.

"I think I'm going to head out. | can't believe ttaén too."

The small warrior looked to Ephiny. "I know, itsrsof weird. Its sunny but it's
raining."

The regent shrugged her shoulders. "l agree, t dond it."
Xena then cut in. "l actually really like it."
Gabrielle looked down to her with a smile. "l wasrgy to say the samething."

Ephiny laughed a little. "That doesn't surprise"m&e regent then looked to
Gabrielle. "Why don't the both of you take the mogoff."

The Queen grinned a little. "l have my regent'sraygl?"

The Amazon grinned. "Yes of course." Gabrielle ¢hed but Ephiny went serious.
"Just come by my hut this afternoon sometime. Vilaikh up the scroll for the
challenge letters."

Gabrielle nodded her head. "That sounds good. \g&tithem out tomorrow?"

Ephiny shook her head. "Probably tonight would etds. We need to get this stuff
done and fast. We can't have this going while wisés in."



"Gods | almost forgot." Gabrielle then ran her h#mdugh her partially wet hair.
"Okay, I'll come by early this afternoon."

The regent nodded her head. "Good. I'll catch yaih ater.”
Both Soulmates smiled and replied simultaneouslye"Ephiny."

The Amazon smiled to them and opened the doors&ipped through after putting
her hood back over her head. "Bye." She closeddloe behind.

Gabrielle then looked to the fireplace, the wataswefinitely boiling. "Hades." She
rushed over to the fireplace, going down on heekn&he pot was taken from over
the fire and settled to the ground. Gabrielle thiaxwed the tea into the mug and then
lifted the pot again, pouring the hot water in. filtee mugs were stirred till the tea
mixed perfectly with the hot water.

When that was done with, she walked to Xena. Theievaook her mug and
Gabrielle settled down onto the floor, snuggliniher Soulmate.

The warrior wrapped one arm around her partnerright hand lifted the mug, she
took a small sip, knowing it was still hot. Thatken the flavor shot through her
mouth and settled there while the warm tea flowadrdinto her stomach to warm
her. "Cinnamon?"

Gabrielle grinned as she took a sip of hers. "Yioal it?"

Xena chuckled. "How couldn't I?" The warrior shhd her legs propped up from
earlier.

"Glad you like it."

The warrior smiled, her head bending forward asp@eed a few light kisses to
Gabrielle's neck. After bringing her head up, sielfer partner shiver in her arms.

"Gods how do you do that to me?"
The older woman smiled. "The same way you do mé&"

Gabrielle smiled, she pressed her back more intaX8he lifted her mug again and
drank from it. Once the mug was settled back dmédffoor, she brought her hands to
rest on the warrior's hand on her own stomach. &8%en

"Mmm?"
"Is..." She sighed and took a deep breath. "Is iyyakaf we talk about things?"

"Yeah." The watrrior released her mug, her right amcling Gabrielle again in
comfort. "Where you want to start?"

"I don't know." She took a deep breath. "From tegibning maybe." She then
lowered her head. "If | could figure out when itsva

The warrior felt a lump enter her throat. Oh gode/tshe hated talking about these
things. But she'd do it for Gabrielle, knowing ibwd help her heal. Knowing also it
would help herself heal. She took a deep breath riagponded. "I think the beginning



was in Britannia."

The small warrior nodded her head. She reachegeiomug, drinking from it. Once it
was back on the floor, she leaned back into Xeha.f8lt protected. "Yeah but that's
never bothered me as much."

Xena had been drinking her tea, she'd almost choked She swallowed down the
flavored tea then replied back. "Gabrielle... how..whean you say that? After what
you went through with Dahak." Her mug went backht floor

Gabrielle sighed. "l know how that sounded. Xengnaore | don't care what happens
to me. | care about what happens to you."

The warrior tightened her arms more around Gabriéllknow." She'd quietly
whispered that.

"Xena, what really bugs me. Is | feel like I've texkthese past two years."

Xena nodded her head, she chewed on that idedheMhsught she took a sip of the
cinnamon tea, Gabrielle doing the same. As the cange back down on the floor,
she responded. "l don't think so Gabrielle."

The younger woman just froze in her position fon@ment. She then began to
breathe again. Gabrielle turned around in Xena's Bier knees on the floor. "You
don't think so?"

Xena shook her head. "No." She paused then explaitee learned a lot Gabrielle.
About you, myself, and us. I've seen so many chafayegood or worse. It's also
made me even love you more deeply then beforeewkrhad a need for you before
but now... | can't quite explain it."

Gabrielle nodded her head. "Its just not a neatksire anymore. Its more like a
way... a way of life." Her eyes were locked to XenBler words coming from some
where deep in herself. "A way to live and survivee and the world."

Xena nodded her head. "Exactly."

The small warrior smiled. "I'm still not describirgight totally. And I'm the one who
was a bard."

The larger warrior chuckled. "Nobody could Gabadlecause its deals with the
soul."

"And you can't describe anything that deals wighgbul.”

The older woman nodded in agreement. Silence tegarbto invade. Xena kept her
eyes locked with Gabrielle's. She noticed deepeimSoulmate's eyes they still
contained sorrow. Xena didn't understand why eithieat's when she knew not
everything was okay. She was missing a small ypbnant piece of the puzzle. In
time though, she knew she'd find out. For now tlmostpe'd have to do some digging.

"Xena?"

"Mmm?"



"What... what would you have done if | did end uméing the water from
Mnemosyne?" Gabrielle had been looking away, sbkdd up to Xena now. "If | had
destroyed my memory?"

The warrior closed her eyes for a moment. "l wdBngito take that risk." She
opened her eyes again. "Either way Gabrielle, youl&vhave come out of it healed.
If you had drunk the water then you'd finally be of me. If you hadn't and came out,
you'd lost most of the pain." She dropped her ageshe finished in a low whispered.
"You'd been saved either way."

Gabrielle searched Xena's face and eyes. "Likallteayou before Xena. | couldn't
have done it. | would have lost all my good men®as well. Forget my family, my
childhood. The first time we ever kissed, were tbge and married. | just... just
couldn't have thrown those things away like theyenthing. I've done that one to
many times."

The warrior smiled, she brought up her right handun it through Gabrielle's hair,
then her hand came down to cup the other womaakcHhl know, that's why | took
the risk."

A few tears escaped down Gabrielle's cheek. "I nhanked you for that Xena.
That... that journey did help me heal."

"I'm just glad it had." Xena then reached for heulghate, she pulled her in.

Gabrielle leaned into Xena's body on her left skiker. left arm wrapping behind the
warrior's back while her right hand went the othaly so she hug Xena. The older

woman wrapped her arms around Gabrielle waist.rfegs were stretched out and
tangled together.

The Warrior Princess lowered her head some anddissr partner on the top of her
head. "Go to sleep huh?"

Gabrielle nodded her head. She shifted her armmdrEena so that they tightened.
The warrior smiled and placed her head down gemtliop of Gabrielle's. Soon the
pair both fell asleep.

Gabrielle looked around, she was hovering up ind$o She did a hundred-sixty-
degree turn where she stood. Once she stoppedgdudid she feel a weight in her
right hand. She looked down to see a new swor@irhand. Then she felt weight on
her body, she had on armor and wings. That's wherkisew she was back in Heaven.

Once she looked up she saw Xena materialize irt &bher. Xena stared at her for a
second, then she leaned forward as she formea idémnon angel. Gabrielle's
emerald eyes widen.

The demon angel looked back up to Gabrielle wittnimg red eyes. "Looks like I'm
finally in Heaven. How nice."

"What's going on Xena?"

The demon angel smiled evilly and took a step clas&abrielle. "You tell me. I'm
not suppose to be in Heaven."



"What?" Gabrielle shook her head. "l don't underdta

"What's there to understand Gabrielle? I'm suppmée in Hell while you live it up
in Heaven as an archangel. Its that simple."

Gabrielle shook her head again. "No... no... this isght."
"The Hell it isn't Gabrielle!" The demon angel caoheser to Gabrielle.

Xena narrowed her eyes, she quickly realized sfleaing in clouds. She looked up
and down, left and right trying to figure thingstou

"Xena, it wasn't like that. | swear!"

Xena quickly turned around at hearing her nameGatarielle's voice. As soon as she
did, she spotted herself already standing in fodi@abrielle, but as one of the demon
angel.

"Then enlighten me Gabrielle! | seem to have go#tegrything screw up then. | must
be wrong huh?"

"No, Xena you weren't wrong. I... | don't know whaipipened."

The demon angel came right up to Gabrielle. "Ob kdow what happened
Gabrielle."

Xena narrowed her eyes, her anger was taking dofSine broke out running towards
the demon angel, ready to take it out. Once she ¢aar, something out of no where
hit her and knocked her to the ground. Xena gok lo@¢ her eyes wide with
amazement.

"Gods no Xena!" Gabrielle started to cry. "l didngan for any of it to happen.”

Xena growled. "No!" She came at the pair againsomtething invisible stopped her.
She hit it again. Xena noticed Gabrielle nor thende angel heard her. Xena began to
hit the invisible wall. "Gabrielle I'm right herdon't listen to that demon!”

The demon angel nodded a few times. She then lhegartle around Gabrielle.
"Then what did you intend to do? You tried to figie Gabrielle! Stop me from
taking over Heaven."

Gabrielle looked up. "Xena you knew | would havedrto stop you."

Xena's eyes were wide in horror. She tried agabvetd through the invisible wall.
"Gabrielle! Don't you hear me? I'm right here!" Xegrowled and punched at the
invisible wall, she was getting no where. "Gods @ome on!"

The demon angel stopped circling Gabrielle and canfi@ce her. "Why Gabrielle?
Why did you try to stop me? | ask you this in ydefense."

Gabrielle dropped her head as she shook it. SHd baudly reply. "I don't know
Xena. | just couldn't let you."

The demon angel laughed evilly. She began to celbrielle again. "Maybe because
you're a heartless bitch Gabrielle. Maybe becaas&g/the most selfish bitch there



ever was or is! | can't believe | loved you. | migve been hit over the head one to
many times."

Xena kept pushing against the invisible wall. "Niblat's not true Gabrielle! Don't
listen to her!"

The demon angel stopped walking right behind G#ériérou know what Gabrielle?
You were never my soulmate! How could somebody e ever by my soulmate?
I'd rather be dead before being your soulmate.”

Gabrielle closed her eyes. She dropped the swond lfrer hand, it fell through the
sky, down and down and down. Next Gabrielle felvddo the invisible ground, she
pulled her legs up and hugged herself.

Xena was shaking her head as she stood there shdble... no. Gabrielle! Gods,
please hear me Gabrielle! Gabrielle... Gabrielle...&rfebegan to fill Xena's eyes.
She took a deep breath. "There's gotta be anotiel Wena then looked to her
Soulmate. She reached forward to the invisible viigt hands pressing against it. Her
sapphire eyes closed and she began to talk to élalthrough her mind.

The demon angel walked around to the front of &dleriShe looked down at
Gabrielle. "Do you know how much | hate you folikig my own son Gabrielle."

Gabrielle didn't respond she kept her head tuckeehdn between her legs, she cried
as her heart raced.

The demon angel smiled at the lack of responsell'™fane tell you then."

Xena took a deep breath and quietly whispered teelfe"Come on Gabrielle, let me
in." Gabrielle, listen to me. Don't believe that demogel, that's not me. | am your
Soulmate, please believe me Gabrielle. | wantedgdight against me when | was a
demon angel. That wasn't even truly me.

Gabrielle lifted her head. "Xena?" She'd quietlysplered the name.

Xena opened her eyes again and looked to her StulftiYaou can hear my
thoughts."” She smiled to herself.

The demon angel looked down to Gabrielle. "You wsorhething?”
Gabrielle looked up to the demon angel. "You'reXerna."

The demon angel narrowed her eyes to Gabrieleem"Xena, the one you've betrayed
three times now!"

Xena closed her eyes and concentrated aGabrielle don't believe her. You've
never betrayed me. You've never left me then yoa\wer betrayed me. Believe me
Gabrielle. I love you!

Gabrielle narrowed her eyes to the demon angelu'fémot Xena. She wouldn't say
those things."

The demon angel grinned as she kneeled down it &fd@abrielle. "If I'm not Xena,
then who am 1?"



"You're my guilty conscious, not Xena."
Xena opened her eyes again and smiled at her Ste$meords. "That's it Gabrielle.”

The demon angel laughed. "What difference woutdake anyway Gabrielle? Either
way, you're haunted.”

"The difference is, | can destroy you."
The demon angel's eyes widen. "No... no you can't.”
Xena grinned at the switch of power she saw. "elfe

Gabrielle grinned. "Oh | can, | control you. I'nmesldy doing it. Besides that, | know
the truth. You don't.”

The demon angel rose up. She took steps back awmyGabrielle. "No... no... no"
The demon angel then faded away, its last workl "§tib."

Gabrielle sighed in relief she still hugged hers&h gods that was horrible."

Xena then felt the invisible wall disappeared, sished over to Gabrielle. She came
down on her knees. Gabrielle had definitely taketice to her. They both pulled each
other in for a hug.

"Xena?"

They pulled back and Gabrielle's wings and armsagpear. She now wore her
normal leather attire.

Xena smiled and brushed back Gabrielle's hais. féal me."

"But... but how? I thought | was dreaming."

"You are, we both are."

Gabrielle's eyes widen. "Then | really did hear yomy head. Gods | thought..."
Xena shook her head. "It wasn't your imagination."

Gabrielle smiled. Then she started to cry a little.

Xena pulled her in to hold her. "I'm here Gabriélle

Gabrielle hugged Xena tightly. She released ankdddack to her Soulmate. "When
you say you're not leaving me, you really mean it."

Xena chuckled. "Not even in your dreams."

Gabrielle smiled. She leaned up a little and caatena’s lips. They both closed
their eyes in the deep kiss.

They broke away from the kiss, Gabrielle first fren her eyes. She looked around
and quickly noticed she was back in the hut. Sbkdd up to Xena. The warrior was
looking around with her eyes wide. She looked lmkn to Gabrielle.



The younger woman shook her head. "Xena... are @anais reality or is our reality
dreams?"

The warrior shook her head. "l don't know anymoabelle."

Gabrielle huffed and looked down at their bodidseyfwere still in the same position
as when they first fell asleep. She looked bactoupena with a smile. "I'm not going
to complain though."

The warrior grinned. "No?"

The Amazon Queen shook her head. "No, considehni@dgict | only get more time
with you."

Xena laughed a little. "I have to agree love." Shédenly went serious. She'd just
called Gabrielle by a name she hadn't done in &srielle had her eyes locked with
Xena's. And Xena didn't know what reaction to exfexn Gabrielle.

Gabrielle smiled. "I've missed that."
The warrior sighed, she lowered her head closketgartner's. "I've missed saying
it."

The smaller warrior brought up her head to closéndistance, she whispered back.
"l love you Xena." She finished the distance arss&d Xena. They both were quite
involved and didn't hear the knock at the doorthfey kept kissing a harder knock
came, Xena heard it.

"Somebody is at the door."

The small warrior groan, she stopped kissing heftrBate. Gabrielle then moved her
head away from Xena's. She repositioned herssilt tzack on the warrior's lap, her
back into Xena's body. Looking up to the door Gall@isighed. "Come in!"

Slowly the door creaked open, a curly red-head Amamwoked her head in. "Um hi."
Amarice then stepped in and took notice to thitigsist came by for... for a visit.
Am ... interrupting something?"

The warrior grinned while the Queen just chucklgde stopped and replied back.
"No it's okay Amarice. Come in."

The Amazon nodded and closed the door behind lhefgahrice then shifted more
into the hut.

"You can sit down Amarice."

Amarice looked to Xena with a confused look, thiea sodded her understanding.
"Right." Turning around, she found a wood chair amal/ed it to sit down in. She
looked back to the Soulmates. "So | take it I'msimg something huh?"

Gabrielle nodded her head as she felt Xena tightermrms around her waist. "Yeah
just a little of it Amarice."

The Amazon chuckled. "Well | sort of... got that ilapsion while | was travelling



with you both."

The Amazon Queen nodded her head. "Sorry AmarieaaXand I... we weren't doing
to well to talk about anything then."

"But you both are okay now... right?"
"Right."
Amarice nodded her head at Xena's answer. "So.. hst appened?"

Gabrielle sighed. She looked to the floor thenaiphe Amazon again. "Xena and |
were together over two years ago. Then..." She logk#long to Xena.

Xena looked to her partner then to Amarice. "Weasaje because of somethings that
happened. When we met you Amarice, Gabrielle ameré just getting through the
rough part of it."

Amarice nodded her head. She gazed at the SoulnsGesould see them glowing,
could feel a certain intensity coming from themwHghe'd never felt something like
that, something that powerful. Then she noticechteklaces and the rings on their
hands. "You both got married.” It was a statement.

The Amazon Queen nodded her head. "We did throughhpolis and the
Amazons."

The Amazon smiled warmly. "I didn't hear anythirfpat that. | mean..." She sighed.
"Well you see, my sister was telling me these runtbat have been going on. But |
didn't hear anything about... well about how you bzdme together.”

"It figures." That had came from Gabrielle, in &vlmenacing voice. Amarice hadn't
heard it, but Xena certainly had. It had actudityck a small cord of fear in the
warrior. "Amarice?" The Amazon looked to GabrieBae continued on. "I'm asking
you not to tell anybody in the village. Please. Xamd | need to work things out
still.”

The Amazon smiled. "l understand, don't worry. Gtmdee you both together. Gods,
| mean | didn't know before | met you both. Bubltd tell neither of you were... well
happy. Heart wrenching | guess."

Gabrielle's head bobbed up and down a few timdsariks Amarice."

"No problem."” She then smiled again.

Xena then took this moment to lighten things upovit$ your sister?"

"She's good." Amarice looked to the warrior. 'tt&en awhile since I've seen her."
"You never told us you had a sister Amarice."

The Amazon grinned at Gabrielle's words. She reldsek more into the chair. "We
used to not get along. Competitive."

Xena chuckled and shook her head. "That's not isumgr”

Amarice grinned. "Hey, somebody has to do it. lajsymade the excuse its our red



hair."

Gabrielle started to laugh. She took a deep biadhreplied. "Amarice, | don't think
that's it."

The Amazon chuckled. "What you don't like my haitf?ink it says I'm dangerous."

Both the Soulmates started to laugh. The smalliaranas the first to settle down,
then Xena did.

Gabrielle looked to her partner. "You agree?"
The warrior grinned. "Definitely."

"Me too."

They both then looked back to Amarice.

The Amazon smiled. "Thanks." She reached up anshlediher hair back some.
"Always like my hair red."

The Queen shook her head. "So when did your sistenere?"

"Um... Rodhiya said she got here about ten days ago."

Gabrielle nodded her head. "She came from the sani@ern village as you?"
Amarice nodded. "Yeah, that's one of the reasdefs. We couldn't get along."
"Distance makes the heart grow fonder."

The Amazon looked to Xena. "lts true. No offensamything. But when | was
traveling with you both | started to really miss.he

Gabrielle was silent. Xena picked up on tid$. gods, not over what | said? Hades.
Xena tightened her arms more around her Soulnsiteisach to comfort her. She
then looked up to Amarice again. "She knew you ctonthis village?"

"Yeah, | told her before | left. But she didn't kmbleft with you guys till she got
here."

"Amarice?" The Amazon looked down to Gabrielle. Aou both planning to stay
here?"

Amarice nodded her head. "l think so. She likdseie."
Gabrielle smiled. "That's good to hear."

The Amazon chuckled. "Besides, how could | leaue lyoth?"
The Queen grinned. "I'd hope not."

A shake of the head. "Nope." Amarice took a deeadtbr. "I think I'm going to go. I'm
on patrol duty soon." She sighed and rolled hes.eye

"Who's shift are you on?"



Amarice grinned. "Solari's.”
Xena chuckled. "Good luck."

"Thanks." Amarice stood up. "Il talk to you bdd#ter." She went to the door opening
it.

"Bye Amarice." Gabrielle then smiled.
"See you Amarice."

Amarice looked back and smiled as well. "Bye." Steppped through the door, closed
it behind and went off.

Gabrielle sighed. "I better go catch up with Eph."

The warrior nodded. "Want me to come?"

Thinking for a moment, Gabrielle then respondecri@ou?"

Xena smiled. "Love to."

The smaller woman smiled. "I think we'll need ybetp with these challenges.”
"I know."

Gabrielle nodded and she began to stand, the wagteasing her. Xena then got up.
The pair then began to change quickly into thernral attire. The smaller warrior
once changed looked to Xena with a raised eyebsosha stood in front of the door.

Xena looked up to her after tying her last boot®ime walked over to Gabrielle.

Once she came near, the small warrior grasped a@neows large left hand, she turned
the palm up. There she spotted the cut. "Howksalf*

The older woman sighed. "lts fine. It'll heal ovast."

"Let me-"

"Gabrielle." Xena took a deep breath. "It'll beefih

The Queen looked up to Xena with a serious facaniet me?"
The warrior sighed. "You win."

Gabrielle grinned. "Thank you." She walked ovethi® saddlebags, she retrieved out
of the medical kit some balm. She came back owek Kena's hand again and began
to rub the balm in. As soon as she was done, tladl sontainer of balm was back in
its home. Gabrielle came up to Xena's side neaddioe.

"Thanks."
Gabrielle nodded with a smile. "Anytime."

Silence and no movement.



"Gabrielle?"
"Yeah?"

The older woman took a deep breath. She triedjtodiout the best way to phrase it,
then just went with her instincts. "Sorry aboutt tharlier.”

The smaller woman furrowed her brows. "About whahx?"
"For what | said to Amarice about distance makimgtieart grow fonder."

Gabrielle looked to the floor for a moment, theclbap to Xena. "No it's okay. It
just... it had me thinking. It's a true statement.”

Xena smiled a little. "Yeah."
The smaller warrior mirrored that smile. "Come ddHe turned to the door.

"Mmm, one second." Xena then went to the table wiieeir cloaks were. She
grabbed them and threw Gabrielle's to her. Thely pat them on. The warrior then
walked back to Gabrielle. "And this to."

Xena grinned and leaned down. She captured hergrartips in a loving kiss.
Gabrielle's lips formed into a smile as she kis§atte she pulled back, Gabrielle's
hands went to press against Xena's leather clathsto She leaned into Xena as the
warrior leaned back down. They kissed yet again.

Once they broke it the older woman chuckled. "Wiebgo."

Gabrielle nodded. "Right." She moved her handfieffSoulmate's stomach and
opened the door. The pair left and went into thekboutdoors. The rain had stopped,
the sunshine brightly in the cloudless brillianidkky.

~*Part 8*~

Gabrielle and her Soulmate came into Ephiny's fiat Being allowed in. The regent
sat at her desk as the pair came in. The Queeredaikfirst, Xena right behind.

Gabrielle came up to the Amazon. "Hey Eph."
The regent looked up with a smile. "Glad you made i
The Queen chuckled. "Thought it might be a good.ide

Ephiny nodded with a smile. "Definitely." She weetious. "Here's the rough copy
for the challenge letters." She pointed to thelboroher desk. "You both should read
it."

Xena shifted from behind Gabrielle to be to hehtigide. Ephiny was on the left
sitting. Both Soulmates looked down to the scrotl @egan to read.

Queen Name and Nation Name

This letter is being sent to your Nation as welbd®f the other Amazon Nations.
Queen Gabrielle and her Nation have decided to naakefficial challenge to your



Nation as well as all of the others.

Gabrielle stopped reading for a moment. She mole=sgrcto Xena, wrapping her
right arm around the warrior's waist. Xena in tbad stopped reading and brought
her left arm to come around her small Soulmateek.bEhey then both went back to
reading the scroll.

The challenge is expected to take place as soall te Nations arrive in Queen
Gabrielle's Nation. We will be hosting the challeador however long they will take.

The challenges themselves will be between eaclhM&tQueen. The challenges can
also be considered a contest. There will be a fdasrdestroy or added as necessary
to the normal traditional challenges. This will iigther discussed upon your arrival
at our Nation. Whomever so wins all the challengestest, or fights then will
become the Queen of all of the Amazons.

This Nation because of the observance of all thoNs quarreling amongst
themselves has issued these challenges. Between QGabrielle and her council it
has been official recognized if these begins ofigllangs among the Nations
continue so will the begins of battles. These aalanow, will only further the
destruction of the once great Amazon Nation. &astbeen decided to put an end to
all between the separation and lack of power, amargeling by issuing these
challenges. The end result will hopefully in turing about a new single Queen, a
new single Nation, and ultimately the survivalled Amazons through time.

More of the future and set rules will be createatigh the course of time. It is assure
that no creation of the New Nation has been madsidering there is no single one
Queen. That all will be set once the Nations goulgh the challenges.

Queen Gabirielle, her council, and her Nation wdlikd for you to come to our lands
as soon as you receive this message. We woultbtikgueen Name, and most of her
Amazons to come to the challenge. We will proyidee for the Queen and her
Amazons to settle down in for the time period yloat will be here in our Nation. Our
Nation will provide all food and any other neceiesit Be prepared to be in our
Nation for an extended period of time. We do belitese challenges will take an
extensive amount of time along with the creatiothefNew Nation.

Please recognize this is an Official Challenge m@md@ueen Name and her Nation.
Recognize the fact that if the challenge is igndahed your Nation will be refusing a
traditional challenge. And there for you will besdanded as an Amazon Nation.

Queen Gabirielle, her council, and her Nation haghhihopes in bringing all the
Nations together. This is the main intent of thesalenges. Please recognize that
factor. This is not about fighting because of qeéing. These challenges are about
bringing the Nations together and establishing didiato survive the test of time.
Please have a safe journey to our lands. We wipeparing till your arrival.

Sincerely,
Queen, Regent, Consort, Head Council Member

Both the Soulmates looked up from the letter.



Gabrielle looked to Ephiny. "It looks good. Readsand truthfully.”
The regent nodded her head. "I'd figured you'd wasttaight forward."
The Queen nodded. "That's important.”

Xena looked back to the scroll, she studied it.nTé@mething caught her eye. She
pointed down to a certain spot on the scroll. "Yimght want to add something here
that's important.”

Both Gabrielle and Ephiny looked to the spot theriwapointed at.

"We would like for Queen Name, and most of her Aarezto come to the
challenge.” Xena took a deep breath. "It reallyusthoead; "We would like for Queen
Name,her counci] and most of her Amazons to come to the challékige should
have the councils all here."

Gabrielle nodded her head a few times. "You'retyitifat's important.”

The Amazon grasped her quill off her desk and redd¢b the scroll. "I'll add that in."
She scratched the words in near the spot to imséhe final copies. "Anything else?"

"Yeah. Can | see your quill for a second Eph?"
"Sure." The regent handed her Queen the quill.

Gabrielle released Xena, stepped closer to the desktook the quill. She leaned
forward. She drew a line from the third paragraphtiove the second paragraph.
"Switch these paragraphs Eph. Its better to explanreason for the challenges first
then to explain the challenges themselves."

Ephiny nodded as she received back her quill.

Gabrielle took a step back only to find Xena befhied now. The warrior smiled to
herself as she dropped her hands onto Gabrielta&.\ifhe Amazon Queen smiled to
herself.

Xena looked to the regent. "I think we should ad&olari's signature.”
The regent furrowed her eyebrows together. "Why?"

Gabrielle though had caught Xena's intent by $mshe answered. "It'll look better.
Show that even our second in command agrees."

Ephiny nodded. "We'll do that." She then chuckl&thu just want to add in
everybody's signature?"

"Very funny Eph."
The regent grinned up to Gabrielle. "Couldn't help
"Uh huh." Gabrielle then looked back to the scrtilboks good otherwise Eph."

"Great. I'll get the finals made up. Once theireldh let you both know so you can
sign them."



The Queen nodded her head. "Then I'll take thergaaff hands to get them signed.”
"Only if you let me get them to the messengers?"
Gabrielle looked back to Ephiny with a grin. "Alnig deal."

The Amazon smiled. "Okay, well either we'll getrtheut tonight or tomorrow
morning."

The small warrior nodded her head. "Great." She theked sidelong to Xena.
"Xena, how long will it take Yakut to receive theegsage all the way in Chin?"

Xena reflected for a moment. "About three to foaysiride."

"Mmm, that's a lot of time." Gabrielle looked backthe scroll. "Guess it'll have to
do."

Ephiny dropped her quill and began to roll the Barp. "I'll go get the finals made
up."

Gabrielle nodded. "Thanks Eph."

"Welcome." Ephiny after rolling the scroll up loakback to the Soulmates. She'd
noticed the entire time the way they stayed clossath other and touching
constantly. "Mmm, | couldn't breath between youaleihe get between."

Gabrielle started to laugh while the warrior gridn&he small warrior after calming
replied. "Oh no Eph. No wedges this time."

The warrior grinned at that. She then bent her loeach close to Gabrielle's left ear.
"We should leave. Solari will be here soon to...Mphiny."

The regent's eyes widen at that. "Xena."

Gabrielle snickered as the Warrior Princess brohghthead back up. "Was just
stating the truth."

"Right Xena." Ephiny shook her head then lookedkhgzto them. "You both move it
out of here."

Gabrielle grinned. "What's the rush? Expecting doodg Eph?"

"Ha ha you two."

Xena chuckled. She squeezed Gabrielle's sidesetemsed her. "Let's go."
The Queen nodded her head. The pair made theitontéag door.

"Bye Eph. Tell Solari | said hi." Gabrielle theraohed to the door's handle, opening
it.

"Make sure the door doesn't hit you both in thecasthe way out!"

Both Soulmates started to laugh as they left tgents hut. They closed the door
behind, leaving a sighing Ephiny.



Once outside, Gabrielle looked up to her partiehiik I'm going to go find some
apples."

Xena grinned. "Torqueo?"

The small warrior grinned now. "Yup, after he bgadr old warhorse."
The warrior sighed. "We'll see about that."

Gabrielle grinned. "l hope so." She then smilecar&o come with?"
Xena smiled warmly. "Definitely."

The Queen nodded with a smile. The pair then headktifor the food hut. Once
inside they went into the kitchen. Gabrielle headegldt to the same area as last time
where she'd snagged some apples. Again she puitdad/o apples. Xena then
reached in and pulled out an apple. The Soulmbh&srmingled through the chef
Amazons and went directly to the stables.

As soon as they entered Torqueo threw up his heaadiakered. He took a step
closer and dropped his head over the stall door.

Gabrielle came up to him and patted him on the h8hd then leaned down and
placed a kiss to the middle of his face.

The warrior saw this and grinned to herself. "lerethought I'd see you do that."

"Neither did I." Gabrielle then turned around todder partner. "l can't help it
though."

Xena grinned. "Trust me, | understand.” She themt\dewn another stall to Argo.
The mare jumped a little in her stall in greetitidey girl, its good to see you too."
Reaching out she petted the mare.

Both the Soulmates then began to feed their ho@&asrielle cutting her apples into
slices, Xena's though in half. Oh how those twsbsiloved their owners for this.

After feeding her stallion, the small warrior rulddgehind his ears. She then reached
to the bangs from his mane, straightening themrofiont of his face. Torqueo
snorted and Gabrielle chuckled. She then felt aw@resence behind her, strong
arms circling around her.

Xena leaned her head down close to Gabrielle'snt\ego for a ride?"
"Now?"

"Why not?" She nuzzled the smaller woman's neclke'llWoth be busy soon in a few
days anyway, especially you."

Gabrielle sighed, she closed her eyes and learetdif® Xena. "So you're saying we
won't have much time for play huh?"

Xena chuckled, she brought her head up a littlgatHy."

Turning around, the Queen locked eyes with theiarariWhy not?"



The Warrior Princess grinned. "Great."

They kept their eyes locked. Gabrielle studiedSmulmate's eyes. They were so
intense, so filled with love, they almost seemedgat to her. Almost. Why was there
an almost? That almost was the small wall stilbleld deep in those electric sapphire
eyes. That is something Gabrielle would have toregut and then destroy that little
wall. For even the little walls hide the utmost onant elements to a person.

But now, she brought up her small warm hand undewtarrior's chin, she leaned up.
The warrior leaned down. Their lips met halfwayeTiss at first was light, then it
became a little more... involved. They did thoughaliréhe kiss or rather the
collection of small kisses.

"Gabrielle?"

The younger woman smiled and slowly opened her. 8jeswarrior grinned a little
and leaned in to place a light kiss to Gabrieflta’'eshead. The Amazon Queen smiled
and brought her right hand from under her partrdiis to go on her shoulder.

"Want to ride bare back?"

The smaller woman arched an eyebrow. "Really?"
"Really." Xena then grinned.

"I don't know Xena."

The warrior brought her head down so that her feaeHeaned against Gabrielle's.
"You'll be fine. | promise you'll enjoy it."

Gabrielle sighed as she reflected. She then falidge at her back from a warm nose.
She then chuckled. "I think Torqueo wants me to."

Xena grinned. "Smart horse."

The Queen chuckled. "So it's fun huh?" Xena nod@edbrielle looked down, she
looked back up. "Real fun?"

The warrior kept her grin. "Oh yeah. Promise."

Gabrielle grinned. "You're on then."

"Let's go." Xena released Gabrielle and went toskest.

Gabrielle went to Torqueo's stall, opened the @marwent in. "Hey Xena?"
"Yeah?"

"Do | want his face tack?"

"No."

Gabrielle's eyes widen. "You're kidding?"

Xena started to laugh to herself. "No, I'm not kndd Trust me."



The small warrior looked up to Torqueo. She theiettyuwhispered to herself and the
stallion. "Oh I do." She then focused her wordthwstallion. "You ready? I'm sure
not."

Torqueo threw up his head and looked back to Gldarlde nudged at her then stared
at her.

Gabrielle smiled warmly. "Don't worry | trust yood." That's when she could have
sworn her stallion smiled before he turned his Hesak to the stall door. She blinked
as her mind processed that, shaking her head, €lalwpened the stall door. Slowly
the stallion and his master exited out of the statl outside of the stable. Once the
small warrior came out of the stables, she lookztbuhe sky, it was clear. The air
around is crisp yet not cold or brisk. There weareclouds to be found as if there was
never a storm this morning.

Xena then came out with Argo beside her. The waoame to the other side of her
mare close to Gabrielle. "Can you get up on youndw

The small warrior looked to Xena then back to thestnut stallion. "I think so. We'll
find out." She bent her knees a little, placedhaards on the horse's front back.
Leaping and swinging her right leg over, Gabrietiade it on. A smile formed on her
lips as she looked down to Xena. "How was that?"

Xena grinned. "Perfect.” Turning back around, tleener faced her own horse. She
followed the same steps and was up on her mar&ihg@oo her right at Gabrielle.
"Ready?"

"There is no ready with you Xena. | thought we lelsshed that.”

The warrior laughed. "We did." A smile. "Come o@licking with her tongue and
squeezing the mare's sides, Xena had Argo moviagwvalk towards the gates of the
village.

Gabrielle did the same. She kept her right handesrieg while her left was forward
holding some of the mane. Looking to the warribe grinned. "Xena?"

The warrior looked to Gabrielle. "Mmm?"
The Queen grinned. "Can you... post up and stay tipowi the saddle?"

Xena grinned devilishly. Looking around, she natieebunch of Amazons walking
past. She crossed her arms against her chestgheazed very tightly against Argo's
sides. So tight that it looked as if her legs mdldeth the horse's sides. She then
slowly lifted her body up from the horse's backlsat from her knees and up she was
straight lined. Earlier there was no strain onrhascles but as she kept herself up did
her muscles begin to feel the strain on them.

Gabrielle watched and shook her head with a si8he.then leaned a little to her left
towards Xena. "Show off." Leaning back onto Tordsidack, Gabrielle's smile
formed more into respect.

The warrior nodded with a smile, she then slowleebherself back onto Argo's back.
Once she was sitting back down, her muscles calfdtbugh she kept her arms



crossed against her chest.

"Xena?"

"Yeah?" The warrior looked to her Soulmate.
"How long have you been riding for?"

"Oh gods." Xena looked back ahead as she thougkl Were almost to the gates.
She looked back to her partner. "Since | was prylfale. Been around them all my
life."

Gabrielle nodded her head. "Figures."
The older woman grinned. She then looked back ahead

They came to the gates and noticed an Amazon kbekeng up smiling. "You two
headed out?"

"Yup." Xena looked down to the Amazon.

"And Ep, I've never ridden bare back."

The weapons master chuckled. "Good time to leatri€lée."”
The Queen chuckled. "Thanks Ep."

Epinion grinned. "Quite welcome." She then smiléthve a good ride. By careful
too, the ground is still muddy of course. Can ¢jepsry."

Xena nodded her head. "Thanks Ep."

The Amazon nodded her head. "I'll see you bothr.late
"Bye Ep." Gabrielle then smiled.

Xena nodded. "Bye Ep."

The Soulmates kicked their horses again and heautenf the village. They waited
till they came into the woods to change speeds.

"Start with a trot first Gabrielle."

The small warrior nodded, she took a deep bredith.s§ueezed Torqueo's sides
again, he went into a trot. In turn she graspedemiaer right hand as well as her
left.

Xena sent Argo into a trot as well. She kept closeer Soulmate and her stallion.
Her gaze stayed to ahead watching their paths.

"Isn't too bad."
Xena looked to her partner. "No?"

Gabrielle shook her head. "No... well not yet." Sharmged.



The warrior mirrored the grin back. "Just wait."
"That's what I'm afraid of."

The taller woman chuckled and looked back aheadadR for a canter?" She then
looked back to her partner.

Gabrielle arched an eyebrow in answer.
A laugh escaped Xena's lips. "Right, there's ndyelaet's try it then."

Gabrielle nodded her head. She did two clicks wégleeezing the stallion's sides. He
burst into a canter. Gabrielle's heartbeat seematso pick up into a canter. "Oh
Gods!"

The warrior was cantering right beside her. "Tryelax."

The small warrior nodded her head. She took deegtis. She leaned forward some
to feel more comfortable, she gathered more mawoener hands.

"And try to stay away from the fallen trees Gabeél
The Amazon Queen chuckled and looked to her biestdr "Don't worry."
Xena shook her head with a smile, she looked bheka

They kept at that pace for awhile. Gabrielle thegan to enjoy the speed, enjoy the
ride. Her confidence then built, she took a degathr along with a small little risk.
She squeezed Torqueo's side again, he immediagellyinto a gallop. "I'm okay...
I'm okay. It's just bare back, not a big deal. Gbds

Xena chuckles to herself, Argo is also in a gatiopr. She kept equal with Gabrielle.
Looking to her right to her Soulmate she smiledolYe doing good Gabrielle!"

Gabrielle looked to Xena, throwing her a look ashié were insane. She looked back
ahead.

The warrior laughed to herself. "Trust me!"

The Amazon Queen looked to Xena again with a wamires "With my Soul." It
wasn't a yell yet it wasn't quiet either.

Xena smiled back warmly. She then looked back ah@atrielle herself looked back
ahead. She began to feel more use to the barddsolg. It actually was nice instead
of having the hard saddle. It was more... well matiral. That is something
Gabrielle had always enjoyed, nature at it's best.

The warrior looked to Gabrielle, she noticed théeiwn her small Soulmate's lips. It
didn't seem to leave either. That's when Xena kBabrielle was enjoying it, if not
loving it. Xena pressed her left leg harder agaimstmare's side. Argo followed the
signal and turn to the right some, she came clos€orqueo.

Gabrielle looked to Xena now to find her closeheaitclose. She looked ahead for a
second then back to the warrior with an arched reyeb



Xena winked and signaled Argo to get a little cto¥éithout forewarning, the warrior
leaped off Argo's back and onto Torqueo's. Shéalaind Gabrielle, her arms quickly
locking around the small female's waist, her legking around the stallion's
stomach.

"Xena?"

"Yes?" She leaned forward some.

"What... what?"

The warrior laughed. "Thought I'd come over andtVis

Gabrielle chuckled and shook her head. She loakéddgo whom had shifted away
again, she still galloped. "What about Argo?" Hggsedrifted back ahead.

"She'll be fine and stay with us." She then tighteher arms a little. "This is nice."
The small warrior laughed. "A free ride? Yeah ldddknow."

Xena then began to caress her Soulmate's baredtomiid her thumbs. "l don't
know why you didn't take advantage of this spolieaGabrielle.”

The Amazon Queen shook her head. "Maybe becauss little naive huh?"

The warrior grinned. She brought her head moredadwher lips close to Gabrielle's
left ear. "l don't believe that."

Gabrielle could feel her body go warm. She coudd ferself become distracted then,
she tried to stay focused on everything. "Why not?"

"Mmm." Xena brought her lips down to lightly touGabrielle's neck. "Because you
have an imagination."

The younger woman closed her eyes then quickly ndoees what she is doing. Her
emerald eyes quickly opened again. She graspeddhe tightly to force herself to
concentrate. "Xena?"

"Yeah?" She kept her light kisses but now adddtemhands moving up and down
Gabrielle's stomach to caress her. Oh and she &rautly what this was doing to her
Soulmate. It just had to make her grin, her origini@nt since she first got on this
horse.

Gabrielle sighed, her body leaning back into Xemasen"Oh gods." Her eyes almost
closed again but she stopped herself. "Hades.f@bed herself to think. Thinking
though, that just wasn't happening. "That's it!'tdieeo came to a quick halt by
Gabrielle's demand, Argo had also stopped gallofging small warrior then in a
flash turned herself around on the horse's badkwoface Xena. "You're evil."

Xena grinned. "So I've been told."”

Gabrielle's eyes began to sparkle. "And | loveShe then leaned in to capture her
Soulmate's lips. It was a strong, demanding kigsiaxnot really expecting it.

Xena brought up her right hand to her partner'ekh8he moaned in between the



kiss. Gabrielle's left hand came up behind the imesrhead. She deepened the kiss
even further. Her right hand though went down ta&s thigh.

Gabrielle ended the kiss then brought her lips dmwxena's neck.

"Oh gods... Gabrielle." It was a low whisper thatagsed Xena's lips. Her hand had
moved to the smaller woman's sides. Her eyes clhabdd she dropped her head back
a little. "Gabirielle... this... this justisn't..."

A grin had formed on Gabrielle's lips. She stoppleding the kisses to Xena's neck
she lifted her head back up to be eye level withaé&There's just a sentence there
dying to get out.”

The warrior arched an eyebrow as she took a few besaths. "You're gonna kill
me."

The small female grinned. "You're the one to talk.”

They both could feel their bodies reacting to etleng. The pulses were certainly not
slowing since they only lay a breath away from eaitier.

Gabrielle herself was also breathing heavy righhwer partner. "Okay distance."

The warrior agreed to that one quickly. She hopifédorqueo, she almost covered
up the fact she'd almost fell.

The Amazon Queen got off herself, once she higtbhend she grinned to her friend.
"Bit shaky there Xena."

Xena grinned to her. "Pay backs are a bitch."
Gabrielle smirked. "Don't distract me next time."

The warrior grinned, she began to move. She cammtata next to Gabrielle. "On the
contrary, I'm planing to due it more often." Shgdreto walk away to a tree.

The small female watched her go with a grin. "Wgtana kill each other." She
chuckled and began to walk slowly up to Xena. Sbpped walking and stood beside
Xena.

They just stared at the trees around and the aulesmes. The ground around was
masked with either fallen leaves or lush green mibsgs quite gorgeous.

"This is pretty."

Xena nodded her head in agreement. "It is." She ltheked to Gabrielle. "But, it
doesn't compare to you."

She just always has her way of saying things omsithes only making it better.
Gabrielle's thoughts stopped as she looked to ti@intte. "Thanks." She smiled
lovingly.

"Truth that's it." The warrior smiled back. Sheked back to the scenery.

Gabrielle felt a certain special warmness fill hedy, it then flowed into her heart



and soul. She reached over with her left hand aaspgd her partner's hand.

The warrior grinned at her partner's physical Id¥ew she'd missed it. She never
knew what a torture was till she separated fromri@hé.

Some would say they were in heaven when theyrfdthve. For both our Soulmates it
isn't heaven, it something so much more grand, migréficant. So much more
grand, strong and incredible that it can't not éscdbed. Only felt, only recognized
as a burning desire, only a need, and to only kowevwill die in every sense of the
word without their other half of mind, heart, soahd life. Die without their
everything. Oh how these two Soulmates knew this{liis, breathed this, yearn this,
and thrived from this. It's rare, so rare that thelp anything to stay together.

There was a point in time they separated. A seiparavhat really is a separation?
Well for the Soulmates, it was torture for theiukdt was something that each day
hacked away at their soul, wore them down, cut tdemn, and almost killed them to
the bitter end. They didn't know which killed thenore. The separation or all the
love they held for the other and having to holieh jbottle it up. Which do you think is
worse? We can only wonder which was worse for thd8ates.

Now though, now they were together, as one agashidNsay they never were
separated by soul. They were only separated bghiagical and the partial mental.
For only Soulmates could ever come back togetheésarvive time's trials. So as one
again, they finally can release their love to eattter. During the time it was all
bottled up, it grew stronger. Now it is back outhe open, stronger, more intense,
and forever connecting. From here, there can meparation of these Soulmates.

They both knew that, felt that, and lived by tl&d. much so, that Xena must looked
to her Soulmate and smile. Smile so warmly thatakes a sunset look like nothing.
It centers right to Gabrielle's heart and warms\gtaeng that is her. Yet Gabrielle can
not but help mirroring that same smile. Becausetsbd&nows what is ahead. Knows
there is no ending now.

That smile sweeps through Xena's soul, so muclstietifts her interlocked hand.
She then must pull her interlocked hand to hertrig@labrielle then must follow the
physical command and move to stand in front of X&®na then has the need to
grasp her Soulmate's other hand with her free Haabrielle's need takes her to lean
back into her Soulmate' s body as Xena bringsvireiiriterlocked hands forward.
Both the Soulmate's interlace hands come to re&atmielle's stomach, Xena's arms
encircling Gabrielle. That's the need, to feel@s.o

"Xena?"

"Mmm?" The warrior dropped her chin down onto hartper's head as she waits for
Gabrielle's words.

"There's no going back." Statement, no questiothag

Xena didn't respond, she thought. She felt tha¢isteant. She then smiled and replied.
"No going back, never."

Gabrielle smiled contently, she closed her eyestféet.”

"Forever." Xena then tightened her arms a littleen&he then sighed happily. Her



eyes then closed.

They molded their bodies against each other aghiey took in the feelings again.
They let their love flow from their bodies agairhély lived again.

Time passed on from this scene. The measuremén¢ dime can not be known. For
it is a specific time, so specific that its capturéime's perfection's. Time's
perfection's are the unmeasured, the unforgottehwdnat creates time's one rare and
singular powerful love. That's why it's time's getfon.

The Soulmates then don't hear one of the horskemithen another horse snorted.
The horses seemed to look to each other, seemihthay passed something

between each other. The stallion nickered to theeptee then took steps forward to
come near the pair. He then nudged at his ownéraviiold nose. He got no response.
So he tried again then snorted at the end. Nowoha gesponse, a chuckled from his
owner.

Gabrielle opened her eyes slowly. "I think somebadwnts to leave Xena."
"They'll survive."

Again the small warrior chuckled. "You never kndhat pair might leave without
us."

Xena grinned as she opened her eyes. "They jusitrhig
They both heard a snort from Torqueo.

Gabrielle looked to her right at her stallion. Helthis head down low with his eyes
looking up sadly. "Oh gods, Xena look."

The warrior looked to the horse, she chuckled.sldetting to you Gabrielle.”
"I know, he's good to."

Torqueo lifted his head again. His green eyes $gaitk his owner. He then nudged
both the Soulmates. Looking back, Torqueo nickateflrgo.

The mare lifted her head from the grass and walketb be beside Torqueo. Argo
looked to her own owner with a pout look.

"Oh gods."

Gabrielle broke out laughing at Xena's words anglo&rlook. "And you talk about
me Xena."

The warrior grinned. "Argo is good with her pouts."”
"Now Xena, you have to be firm with your horse."

Xena chuckled. "Right." She then leaned her hepaldi@ some. "We better really
go."

Gabrielle sighed. "Yeah. Fates only know what igsught be happening with the
Amazons now."



"Mmm, maybe we shouldn't go. Their feathers ruifleasy."
The Amazon Queen chuckled. "Very true."

Xena slowly released her Soulmate. The pair theretuto their horses. The warrior
went to Argo's left, Gabrielle to Torqueo's lefbtB Soulmates bent their knees, then
leaped onto the horse's back.

The small warrior then realized how close she wasana, her knee almost brushing
against Xena's. So she leaned to her left cloXena, her eyes looking up to Xena.
"Xena, come here."

The warrior arched an eyebrow, but she leanedrtadt@ close to Gabrielle. "Need
something?" She grinned.

"Definitely." Reaching out with her right hand, shught her hand under her
partner's chin. She pulled in Xena's lips and kidss.

Xena grinned in the kiss. She had her eyes closed those warm soft lips took hers.
Opening her eyes some in the middle of the kiss splotted something. Looked in
front of her, her eyes widen. "Gabrielle." The nameely came out in the middle of
the kiss.

"Yeah?"

"Look."

Gabrielle stopped the kiss and followed her wasigaze. She groaned then.
Xena grinned and looked to her Soulmate. "We'rachibfluence."

"Their horses." The small warrior looked to XenBhdt's insane."

The warrior chuckled. "Monkey see, monkey do."

Gabrielle brought up an eyebrow. "Xena that's ausés kissing up there."

Both the stallion and mare both seemed to hearThaty stopped... horse kissing
and looked back at their owners. Torqueo nickered.

Gabrielle looked to him. "Your bad."
Torqueo snorted. He then brought his head badofaudge at Gabrielle's foot.

The Amazon Queen rolled her eyes. She straighteaeklinto her spot on her horse,
Xena did the same. "Isn't Argo a little old for ydarqueo?"

"Gabrielle?"

"Mmm?" She looked to Xena.

"Argo isn't that much older, by two years or so."
Gabrielle grinned. "That's old."”

A snort from Argo.



Gabrielle looked to the warhorse. "l was just kiagdf

Argo nickered and threw up her head.

"Xena, this is getting really bad. I'm startingatk to horses like their people.”
The warrior grinned. "It's normal.”

"Right, thanks for that."

"No problem." Xena then chuckled with a smile.

Gabrielle sighed and shook her head with a grie.r8ached down to Torqueo's mane
and signaled for the stallion to turn around. Ahgal done the samething from her
master's signals. The horses then broke out ifut-Bedged gallop towards the
Amazon village.

Part 4
Section 4
~*Part 9*~

Ephiny opened the door to her hut, she left heahdtheaded straight to Gabrielle's.
She knocked on the door twice, no response. Shdystpened the door and peered
in, nobody. The regent sighed and left from the slaé went stomping through the
village, she then spotted Solari near the gates.

"Solari?"
The second in command looked up to see the regeming. "Yeah Eph?"
"Have you seen the AQ?" She came up to stand imt &Solari.

"The Amazon Queen?" Ephiny nodded her head andiSblaok hers with an
answer. "Nope, haven't seen Gabrielle all day."

"Hades." The regent looked down to the ground theak up. "Well as soon as you
see her, tell her to come find me."

"Sure thing Eph.”

"Oh by the way, we need you to sign these challésiters."
Solari nodded her head. "Yeah, when you neediesi@"
"As soon as Gabirielle tells you too." The regeentiyrinned.
"Oh, Gabrielle's in charge of the signings thisetith

Ephiny chuckled. "Yup." Looking to her right sheofed the weapons master coming
their way. "Hey Ep?"

Epinion came up to them to stand next to the twa2oms. "What's up Eph?"



"Seen the AQ anytime today?"

The weapons master grinned. "Yeah, she left abautittle less then a candlemark
ago. Went for a ride with Xena. Why?"

The regent brought her hands up to her hips. "Needo take these challenge letters
and get them signed.”

Epinion nodded her head. "I'd think they'd be bswbn."

Ephiny grinned. "I doubt it with those two." Shedsthat knowing more information
then her two Amazon friends knew about the Soulmate

"Well they went bare back." Epinion shrugged herustters afterwards.
"Maybe I'll be lucky then."

As if hearing Ephiny's words, the sound of horeesves clapping on the ground
filled the air. All three Amazons looked to thegmto see the Soulmates coming in at
a walk on their horses.

Gabrielle came up along side her three Amazonsaked down with a warm smile.
"Hey you guys."

Epinion and Solari smiled back up.
Ephiny though took a step closer. "Been lookingyfau, AQ."
Gabrielle arched an eyebrow at her regent. "AQ... ¥*ha

The regent began to break out laughing right aleitly the second in command and
Epinion. Xena had stopped Argo beside Gabrielle,jsbt grinned. Gabrielle though
shook her head.

Ephiny look up again with a grin. "Amazon Queen."
"Oh gods, don't even Eph. Don't."

The regent looked back to her two Amazon friend wigrin. Both Solari and
Epinion grinned back in understanding. Ephiny labkack to the Queen. "Don't
worry my Queen."

The small warrior sighed and took a deep breath v/Bat's going on Eph?”

"Well, we have all nine of the challenge lettersdhed. We just need to get them
signed and sent."”

The Amazon Queen nodded her head. "Great, theyyreur hut?"
"Yes, I'm headed back there. Just come by whemeydohe with Torqueo."
Gabrielle nodded. "Okay, I'll be there in a minatgwo."

Ephiny nodded. "Great. Catch you there." The Amahen headed off towards her
hut.



Epinion watched Ephiny go for a second, she thekdd up to Gabrielle. "Nice
ride?"

"To say the least." The small warrior bit back devilishly grin.

Solari had raised an eyebrow. "Must have been btakide."
Gabrielle chuckled with a grin. "Quite, few wordsexplain.”

Both Amazons looked to each other then back upatori€lle.
Gabrielle then smirked a little. "Well, | need to stable up Torqueo."

The second in command nodded. "Right, and | neeld tomething with myself."
She laughed and turned around to head off. "ByeXEépa." She then turned around
and walked backwards as she looked up to Gabri@je AQ!" Solari grinned and
turned back around and power walked off."

Epinion was chuckling. "I'll see you Gabrielle. Bgena."

The warrior looked to Epinion nodded with a smid@inion smiled back and headed
off.

Gabrielle looked to her Soulmate. "Damn Amazons."
Xena grinned. "Hey, remember we're both Amazons."

"Gods, don't remind me." The small warrior then aidick command and Torqueo
started walking, Argo walking right beside them.

Once inside of the stables, they had their horaek Im the stalls and cooling down.
Gabrielle first came out of Torqueo's stall themX@ut of Argo's.

The warrior walked up to her partner with a sniil.come with you."
Gabrielle looked up. "You sure?"
"Yes." Xena then leaned down to place a light kes&abrielle’s lips.

"Mmm." The small warrior then sighed. "Xena, it wWas, it was real, it was real
fun."

The older woman chuckled. "Wellll... I try." A griell into place.
The smaller female shook her head. "I'd say yowadihjestic try."

"Good." She then leaned down once more to kispaener. This one was more
loving.

Gabrielle only ended up wrapping her arms arounalaXeulling her in. The watrrior's
own arms went around the small woman's waist. Afterkiss ended, the small
warrior dropped the side of her head against Xextnegst.

"We should go Gabrielle."”

In response the Amazon Queen tightened her armyah@or had to grin at that. She



didn't want to move either. So she decided to dgb wior a while. Her head came
down to rest on top of Gabrielle's.

"I love you Xen." Gabrielle's breath caught afteying that. She hadn't called Xena
by that nickname in ages.

Xena lifted her head after hearing that, she loak®an to Gabrielle.
The younger woman lifted her head as well and |dokto Xena's warm eyes.

The warrior repeated Gabrielle's words in her miholv those words tasted so sweet
coming from her Soulmate's lips. They flowed sdquly that it made Xena's eyes
soften another degree while a warm smile creptcopssa her lips. "l love you too."
She lowered her head down to let her foreheaddgamst her partner's forehead.

Gabrielle smiled back warmly yet it hinted sadnedser smile. Her eyes began to
burn a little, then she couldn't stop it. Slowliew tears trickled down her cheeks.
She quietly whispered back to Xena. "Gods, Xerartssed you so much.”

"Hey its okay." Xena then reached up with her rigéwd to carefully push Gabrielle's
head against her chest. "I'm not leaving you G#érieever again."

The small warrior closed her eyes tighter at hggtfvat. Gods, it had been to long for
the both of them. No, not ever again. Gabrielledifher head and smiled to her
Soulmate. "We better go." A pause. "Thanks Xena."

The warrior smiled back down. "Hey, I'm always hienreyou." Leaning down, her
lips placed a kiss to Gabrielle's forehead. "Comé o

They released each other and made their way dhedftables and headed straight to
Ephiny's hut. Once inside, the pair walked ovegpbiny whom was at her desk
again.

The regent looked up with a smile. "I know it takeghile to stable up bare back
horses."

Gabirielle chuckled. "It does, trust me."

Ephiny nodded with a grin. "l can imagine." Shentt@oked to her desk. There on the
desk was a stack of nine new scrolls. "Those a&eliallenge messages.”

Gabrielle nodded. She reached forward to pick ug bar Soulmate stood beside her.
The small warrior unrolled the scroll and begaskion down it. Xena was doing the
same. The Amazon Queen kept nodding at what shevsda through. She came to
the end and looked to Ephiny. "Looks perfect.” 8ten grinned. "Ready to sign them
Eph?"

The Amazon grinned. "Do | have a choice?"
"Nope." Gabrielle then placed the open scroll danrthe table.

Ephiny reached to her quill, dipped the tip inte thk well at the front edge of her
desk. She then looked up to Gabrielle, holdingoiné to her.

The Amazon Queen took the quill, she leaned forvaadi signed the first scroll as;



Gabirielle, Queen of the Amazons.

As she did that the regent reached to the staskrofls, pulled the top one off and
unrolled it. Once Gabrielle was done signing tingt fishe placed the second down on
top of the first. Gabrielle signed it. They repektiee same actions till the small
warrior signed all nine.

Once the last was signed, the Amazon Queen diy@equill tip and looked to Xena.
"Next." Gabrielle stepped to the side holding dnet ¢uill.

The warrior grinned, she took a step forward, paecthe quill from her partner's
fingers and leaned down to sign the top scrolleAsihe signed the first asena

Watrrior Princess, Consort to Queen Gabriellee regent removed the top. Xena then
signed the second that was underneath. They repiéaieover again.

Xena finished her signings then tipped the quitsk# and Ephiny stood, with the
unrolled scrolls in her hands. She placed them badke desk and took the quill.
Now she signed witiEphiny, Regent to Queen Gabrieligabrielle took the top
scrolls signed by the regent and rolled them uppdaced them back on the desk. By
the time Ephiny was done, she had the quill plduzeak in its home.

"Ephiny?"
The regent looked to her Queen. "Yeah?"

Gabrielle looked from the Amazon down to the sestdllll make a speech tonight at
dinner about this to the Amazons."

Ephiny smiled. "That's a good idea." Gabrielle ledkip and Ephiny added more. "I'll
make sure to let the chefs know it's a formal dirine

The small warrior nodded, her expression is quetess. "Okay, that sounds good.
I'll take care of getting these signed by Masikd Solari."

"About the messengers Gabrielle." Ephiny took god@eath. "I think it'd be a good
idea to have them leave tonight."

Gabrielle's head bobbed up and down, she statbé atood floor for a moment. She
looked back up. "Good idea. These need to be ausd-back | assume?"

"Definitely."
"Gabrielle?"
The Amazon Queen looked to her Soulmate with hestioning eyes.

"You'd be better off sending any of the Amazonshbat came from another tribe as
the messengers." Xena then crossed her arms agamstest.

Gabrielle reflected with that idea. She then nodf¢du're right." She sighed. "It'd
look more friendly." She then grinned a little. “B#es that they'll know how to get
there the fastest way."

The Warrior Princess nodded her head. "Exactly."



"Eph, who do we have from what tribes?" Gabriedkekled to her regent.

The Amazon dropped her head as she thought. "Uuthilz and Amarice can take
the southern tribe. Teresa is from the southwestdr®." She kept thinking.

"What about Aster?"
Ephiny looked up. "She's from a northern Nation."
"Is there any Amazon from the Chin Amazons?"

The regent began to shake her head. "No... the Cimaz&ns never come west here.
We hardly have a connection with them."

Gabrielle brought up an eyebrow. "Is that goinpéca problem?"
Xena then cut in. "It won't."
The Amazon Queen looked to the warrior. "I've neviet Yakut."

"Don't worry, she's a good Amazon." Xena looked ddar a moment then back to
Gabrielle. "You might have a problem with the ctdtti

"What you mean Xena?"

The warrior looked away for a minute then back.é Bastern Amazons have a
different way of life then the Greek Amazons. They. they're more revolved around
the spirit and almost magical powers."

Gabrielle nodded her head. "You said they have ahamght?"

"Yes, they're sort of like the Artemis' priesteBat they don't quite... believe in
Artemis."

The Amazon Queen looked to her regent then battietavarrior. "Hades, that's going
to be a problem. None of the other Nations willfgiothat."

"It won't really matter Gabrielle." The warrior toa deep breath, she explained.
"Once all the Nations come together, everybody muii, all the different cultures.”

"She's right Gabrielle. Each tribe is a little di#nt then the other."

Gabrielle looked to Ephiny. She then nodded. "Talewill be. But one thing is for
sure." She grinned now. "All Amazons like the traad wear leathers with feathers."
Ephiny groaned while Xena chuckled, Gabrielle kegtgrin. She then looked to her
regent again. "Okay, | better get moving. Get tlegped."

Ephiny nodded. "After you're done, bring them bheke so | can get them sent out.
I'll stay here and figure out whom to send out assengers."

The Amazon Queen nodded. "Make sure its two Amafmmsach message.
Except... have three go to Chin. It'll be safer.”

"Right."

Gabrielle nodded then turned to the desk. She biegewilect the scrolls in her arms.



Xena then came over and picked up a few. They btegsinoll out of the hut. "Bye
Eph and thanks."

The regent smiled. "No problem Gabrielle. Bye. $f@e Xena."
The warrior looked back with a small smile. "ByehEp

The Soulmates then were gone. Gabrielle had walkiétle ways away from the hut
then stopped. She carried four scrolls, Xena haad fihe small warrior looked up to
Xena. "Hey, | wanna talk to you... back in our hut."

Xena searched her partner's eyes for a momenth8henswered back. "Sure." Her
body had tensed after hearing that.

They walked in silence back to their own hut. Galbgikicked open the door, went to
the table and placed the scrolls down on the table.

Xena came over and did the samething. The waltr@r thoved to sit on the foot of
the bed. She looked to Gabrielle.

The small warrior was pacing back and forth in frohXena. She stopped and looked
to Xena. "Xena tonight at the dinner..." Gabriellepged herself. She shifted to stand
in front of her Soulmate. Bending down to her kné&zsbrielle placed her hands on
Xena's legs. "l want to... tell the Amazons to stafhwhese rumors.”

Xena stared at her Soulmate. "Gabrielle... why?aihe out in a low whisper.

The small woman looked down to her own hands tlaak lnp. "I can't let them keep
talking about you like that Xena. | can't.”

"It doesn't matter Gabrielle."

"Xena... how... how can't it matter? Gods." The youngeman stood back up, her
right hand went through her hair as she turnedhaek to Xena. She turned back
around to face the warrior, her hand falling to higr "Xena... it's not right."

"Gabirielle, | don't think you can stop them."

Gabrielle's eyes closed then opened again. "llcaiti, Xena." She took a step closer
to her partner. "It isn't right Xena. They havedamn reason to be talking behind
your back nor mine. We both know all the stuff tisay is just bullshit. Pure bullshit."

"I wouldn't say that Gabrielle." It came low in @mdrom the warrior's lips.

"Well | would Xena." She crossed her arms agaiestchest. "They were not there
Xena. They do not know what happened.”

"They didn't have to be Gabrielle."

"Yes they did Xena. They can't talk about somethinay don't know." A pause.
"Don't understand."”

Xena looked down to the floor, she didn't know wioesay.

"Xena?" The small warrior got no response. She wuakher step closer and went



down on one knee to be eye level with her Soulnixtena?"
The warrior looked up.

Gabrielle smiled a little. "They don't know us erderstand us, they have no right.
Not only that, it affects you, affects me, and eiffeus... it can even affect my role as
Queen. | will not have my Amazons talking aboutfdike this. | don't care who or
what it was about. This is disrespectful. The Anmazaveren't created to do this sort
of centaur crap.”

The warrior kept her eyes locked with Gabrielle&s, mind working the reasoning
out. She sighed. "Just don't be doing it for merigdb."

The Amazon Queen smiled some. "I'm not, not for gome. For us, Xena. | owe it
to us after everything."

"No, you don't owe anything Gabrielle."

Gabrielle's eyes fell to the ground then she lodsatk up. "Xena... | have always felt
like | do, thought it. | need... | need to do thiselp myself heal." She paused. "I'm
going to protect us Xena. This can't happen again."

Xena sadly smiled to her Soulmate. "I know GalgiélShe leaned forward and
placed a gently kiss to Gabrielle's lips. At thed efthe kiss, she only pulled back a
little. "I'm okay with it."

"Thank you Xena. I... I... | just can't let this go dt's to important.”

The warrior nodded her head. "l know." She took Bhaky breath. Deciding this is
the best point to stop the talk, she smiled soeu'going to get those messages
signed?"

The small warrior chuckled. "Yeah | better huh? Eplhbe on my butt.” She then
grinned. "What you going to do? | don't think yoarma come."

"I'm going to work on my sword techniques. Coulé ssme practice."
Gabrielle nodded. "Okay, sparring fields?"
"No, I'll go out into the woods. More peaceful.”

"Wow, you don't want a bunch of drooling Amazongioyou?" Gabrielle then began
to grin devilishly. Xena arched an eyebrow. Thelsmarrior started to chuckled. "I
was kidding Xen."

The older woman smiled. "Uh huh. Maybe I'll go lte sparring fields then."
"Oh no you won't. You're mine, nobody is allowed#ye you, let alone drool.”
The warrior grinned. "That's what | figured."

Gabrielle nodded. She then stood up from Xenahaskifted her left arm from her
partner's leg she found a stiffness in her shoulthades."

"What's wrong?" Xena then began to stand up fraerbtd.



The Queen reached to her left shoulder with héat hgnd, she began to massage her
shoulder a little.

"Here let me do that." The taller female went bdhBabrielle and brought up her
hands to massage her Soulmate's shoulder. "Sore?"

Gabirielle nodded. "Yeah."

"That wound is almost gone thankfully." She stopffemassage for a moment.
"Come here and sit down." Xena shifted first toltlee and sat down, her legs spread
apart.

Gabrielle then moved and sat down between hergrastiegs. Her back sunk into
Xena's warm body. Their legs became tangled togethe

The warrior reached forward with both of her hatw&abrielle's left shoulder. She
started her massage again. "How's that feel?"

"Hmmm, real good." She then dropped her head lmodst against the older
woman's right shoulder. Her eyes closed. "Make bdom't go to sleep.”

Xena grinned to herself. "Uh huh."
"No really, this isn't the right time."
The warrior smiled. "Don't worry, just relax for the

Gabrielle nodded her head. Her body did beginlexré&he felt good from this, a
sigh escaped from her.

Xena smiled to herself. Her hands worked out th@km Gabrielle's shoulder.
"Xena?"

"Mmm?"

"You know, I could just run away from here with yoght about now."

A very warm smile took over the warrior's lips. sahere."

Gabrielle also had a smile, her eyes still cloSkdist want to spend the rest of my
life with you alone, nothing else."

"That would get a little boring."

The Amazon Queen began to chuckle. "I don't knowaXeveryday is an adventure."
"Really? | saw it more as, everyday wjtbuis an adventure."

"Oh no. You... attract all the trouble Xena."

The warrior grinned at that. She finished the mgesshen wrapped her arms around
Gabrielle's waist. "Think so huh? As | recall, Isnaglways the one getting you out of
messes."

"That's because | didn't know any better.” The smairior then snickered at her own



words. "Xena, you have to realize that | never g@arinto any trouble when | was
younger. Then | ended up traveling with you and gbit was trouble."

Xena began to chuckle. "If | remember right, youeviine one telling me a while back
ago how much mayhem you caused for your family. tdahention the fact you
decided to travel with me on your own free willeafstalking me."

Gabrielle started to laugh. Her eyes opened nodidti't stalk you, I... nicely
followed you."

"Uh huh, leave Poteidaia stalk me to Amphipoli®inty mother's tavern. Tell you to
leave then you stalk me to my brother's tomb.Htfigraco then you stalk after me in
the woods in the middle of the night."

"l did not." Gabrielle grinned. "Okay okay, I'll et | did sort of stalk after you in the
woods at night. But | was cold with no food. What gou expect?”

Xena chuckled. "Oh | was waiting to see how long'gstay out there too."
"Uh huh, see? How could it be stalking when yowkhevas there?"
The warrior chuckled. "You might have a point."

"I know | do." Gabrielle then sighed. She then mieddow under her breath. "You
still bring all the trouble.”

“"No | don't. You do."

"You do Xena." Gabrielle then moved to now sit ien&'s lap and face her.
The warrior grinned. "Gabrielle you do."

"Xena-" She was quickly cut off as her Soulmatg's taptured hers.

The kissed ended and the warrior grinned. "We cbaldt this all day."
Gabrielle grinned devilishly now. "Which part, ttreuble or the kissing?"
"Mmm, both." Xena then leaned back in to kiss reatrner.

Gabrielle had her hands on the other woman's sWlbge the warrior had one hand
behind Gabrielle's head, the other on her thigh.

The small warrior was the first to pull back, herehead leaning against the older
female's. "Xena, | think | came up with a compraendis

Xena grinned. "And?"
"And well, we both draw the trouble in, together."
"Perfect compromise.”

Gabrielle chuckled. "Thought so myself." She brdugdr lips forward to lightly kiss
Xena. After pulling away, Gabrielle got up from [8sulmate's lap. She walked over
to the table.



The warrior stood up and came up near her. "Mmm,nged a bag for those." Xena
then went to the saddlebags, she opened up orenldgoulled out a rolled up leather
satchel, bit old. She came back over and opened it.

Gabrielle lifted two scrolls at a time, she theagald them inside and then took the
satchel. She brought the strap of the satchellmeright shoulder. "So I'll catch you
in the woods."

Xena grinned. "Yup, I'll be there practicing.”

The Amazon Queen smiled. "Okay, great. See you'tls#re leaned up while Xena
leaned down. Their lips met halfway. The kiss dasted a few seconds or so. They
then walked over to the door, opening it and hegadin.

Gabrielle went one way while the warrior went tileen. Looking back with a smile,
the small warrior called to Xena. "Bye Xena!"

Xena looked to her Soulmate and smiled. "Bye GHeérieShe then looked back to
the direction of the woods, making a beeline tarthe

~F ok k

Gabrielle took a deep breath. She lifted the senodl began to read the list. She kept
nodding as she read the list of Amazons going ¢t &#e to deliver the messages.
After finishing with reading it, she looked up tptiny. "It looks good."

Ephiny nodded, she crossed her arms against hst @he leaned back in the chair.
"Well, | pretty much matched up every Amazon whbit original village as best as
possible." She then looked to the satchel Gabrngtball nine scrolls in. "So they're
all signed?" The Amazon looked back up to her Queen

"Yes they are, sign just need to be sealed and'sent
The regent smiled. "Great, I'll take care of that.”
"Sending them out this afternoon?"

The Amazon looked up from the scrolls again tofiiend. "Yes, Solari was just here
and | told her to have all the messengers senttbeny hut. We're going to have a
quick meeting about what's going on. Then I'm gamgend everybody off."

The small warrior nodded. "Okay, that's great." Sigaed. "I think tomorrow we
should work out the plans for the challenges."”

Ephiny nodded. "I agree, we should have Solari teeweWe need to get organized
where we're going to keep all the Amazons."

"Right. We'll do that." Gabrielle crossed her argsinst her chest. "Okay, | think I'm
going to go find Xena. It'll be dinner soon."

Ephiny studied her friend's eyes, she could seedd bneasiness in them. She
reached up with her right hand to Gabrielle's aftidsy, don't worry about tonight.
The Amazons will support you in the idea. Promise."

The Amazon Queen smiled a little. "I know, theying Amazons."



"Exactly, nothing to worry about.” The regent raled Gabrielle's arm.
"Thanks Eph."

"No problem."” The Amazon smiled.

Gabrielle then padded to the door. "I'll see yodiaher Eph."

"See you then AQ."

The small warrior groaned, she opened the doore BY." She stepped through the
door and left.

"AR..." Ephiny stared at the floor, she then chuckl#&mazon Regent, huh." She
grinned and turned to her desk again.

~F kK

Gabrielle dropped her head forehead some as shkediuader a low tree branch. She
looked to her left, that's where she knew her Satgnwent. She could feel it.
Following her connection with her partner, it lesl hight to the warrior.

The small warrior walked a little ways as Xena cante view. The warrior practicing
in an open area. Gabrielle came up to a tree,rmilecsand leaned against it. She
watched her Soulmate practice with her sword tephes.

Xena thrusts foreword with her sword. She thendwiih back over her head, the
blade pointing down behind her back. Spinning adotime warrior does a number of
sword slashes and thrusts. Flipping the sword irhbad, the blade came to run the
length of her arm. She then practiced her sworkwath the blade under her arm.

The Warrior Princess twists her wrist to make tlversl spin in a circle. She then
bends down to one knee and thrusts foreword. Sjagithat position, she takes a
deep breath to calm her body. Slowly she rises bhacknd sheaths her sword.
Looking to her right, she finally takes in a fulew of her Soulmate. She walked over
to Gabrielle.

"Hey." The small warrior then straightens up frdm tree. She smiles to the warrior
heading to her.

Xena came up to her partner with a smile as widkky'yourself."

"How was the work out?"

The warrior grinned. "A partner would have beerenit

Gabrielle chuckled. "Sorry, your partner was ofttiggg Amazon business done."
"You did get it done?"

The younger female nodded. "Yeah pretty much. Egshthe scrolls and she's waiting
for the selected messengers to come to her hut §bieg to tell them what's going
on then send them off tonight."

Xena nodded. "Good plan." A pause. "How you feéling



Gabrielle sighed. "Alright. | feel a little tiredhen | have no reason to be."
"l feel the same way, don't worry."

The small warrior chuckled. "We'll be tired togaetheh?"

Xena grinned. "Of course, wouldn't have it any othay."

Gabrielle smiled, she looked to her right some.ré&lshe saw the sun's rays streaming
through the woods, the last rays of sun at thés. gbing to be dark soon." She sighed
and brought her arms up against her chest.

"You're sure you're feeling okay Gabrielle?"

The small warrior looked back to Xena. She stantéal Xena's eyes for a moment then
looked down, she took a deep breath. Looking b@clslie retorted back. "Just... just
a bit nervous about tonight."

Xena nodded her head a few times. "You'll be firfee Amazons will understand."
She then smiled a little. "I'll be there huh?"

Gabrielle nodded with a warm smile. "Yeah, that's meed."” She then stepped
forward as she uncrossed her arms. Her arms thenhan@und Xena, the side of her
face resting against the other woman's chest.

Xena tightly wrapped her arms around Gabrielle gvhgr chin rested on top of
Gabrielle's head.

Slowly the sun descended, leaving only a littledbitight. Gabrielle then quickly
realized they needed to go. "Xena we better moVe it

The warrior chuckled. "Right." It was fairly darkioby now. Xena released her
partner.

Gabrielle turned around to face the way she hadckcaxena?"
"Yeah?"
"You wanna lead the way?"

Xena chuckled. "Yeah, come here." Reaching ougsagped Gabrielle's right hand.
Xena stepped ahead and began to walk through tkend@ds. Walking along in the
leaf masked dark woods wasn't the simplest of thifige warrior felt herself walk

over a large fallen branch. "Gabrielle watch o@He stopped talking as she heard her
partner just find that branch.

"Hades." The small warrior stumbled forward onlyétease her Soulmate's hand.
Her small hands grasped Xena's waist. They'd bofiped walking. "This is insane.
Serves me right."

The older woman grinned. "We'll take care of thisel problem right now." Turning
around, Xena reached to Gabrielle's waist and btghift her up into her arms.

"Xena, | can walk you know."



"I know." She turned back around. "But you also migip again."” The warrior began
to walk slowly through the woods again. She kneat #ne could move a lot fast
through the darkness with or without Gabrielle @ arms. But for once, going slowly
while having your Soulmate in your arms was mucharappealing.

"Xena, the Amazons?"

"What about them?" She stepped through a mine dietdcks.

"They'll see us."

"We'll be fine." Xena then stopped in her trackkriow I'm going a different route."

Gabrielle looked ahead, she spotted a low lighadh@&Nell we're close that's for
sure."

"I know, but there's a fallen tree in front of us."

Gabrielle widen her eyes. "Really, | don't see it."

"Trust me there is. See it right there." She paintgth her right hand.
"Not at all."

"Don't look directly at the spot Gabrielle. Looktad the corner of your eyes, you'll
see it then."

The small warrior turned her head to the right soshe looked from the corner. "Oh
gods, that's a huge tree. We're going a totalfeint way."

Xena grinned. "l know, it'll be fun. Hold on." Shegan to sprint ahead, her arms
tightening around Gabrielle.

"Xena, no no. Xena don't jump that." But she walate. The warrior pushed off the
ground and went soaring through the air. Gabritieed her eyes as she knew the
flip part was coming. And it did, she felt hersgtf upside down then Xena's body
tucking against hers. "I still hate heights!" Théena untucked, spread her legs.
Gabrielle felt them land to the ground with a hpodind. The small warrior was
breathing hard.

"That wasn't so bad." Xena started walking agaivatds the village.
"Remind me not to do it again with you."

The warrior chuckled. "Was it really that bad?"

Gabrielle grinned in the darkness. "You wouldnltdve® me."

"Try me."

"Well..." The small warrior huffed. "l kind of liked."

"That's what | figured."

The pair came to the edge of the woods. Xena darédwered her Soulmate to the



ground again. They then headed straight to theedihut.
~*Part 10*~

Slowly the Queen of the Amazons rose up from hat. &he stepped over the bench
seat, turned to her right some, and began to wadké In front of her was a small
stage with nothing on it. Just to merely rise sonagtabove the crowd and be seen by
all. Gabrielle went up onto this stage and facedAmeazon Nation with a serious
expression. Her Amazons went silent at seeing ¢tveaup onto this stage.

Looking down to the table she'd just left she sggbtier Soulmate, opposite of the
vacated seat she was in. Next to Xena was hertdgehiny looked up with a smile
and nodded. Gabrielle then looked to her Soulmx#aa was already looking up, her
eyes twinkled up in confidence as a warm proteciwmde creased her lips.

Gabrielle couldn't stop herself from smiling bagke then looked back up as her face
went serious again. Her eyes scanned her Amaza@estthem all waiting for what

she had to say. Some knew, some didn't, some weuga'about what she'd be

talking about. Gabrielle took a deep breath, thest et it all roll from her old bard
side. "l am not sure of how many of you know otNiation issuing challenges to all
the other Nations. But | can tell you it has beenad”

She paused after that, all the Amazons startethtpl@wly to each other. Gabrielle
took another deep breath. "Just yesterday," shiedvéor the silence from the
Amazons, it came. "Ephiny, the council, and mya#llhad a meeting together. We've
decided to issue these challenges for a coupleasiins. As most of you know some
of the Amazon Nations are fighting amongst thermesl\f his needs to be stopped
before things get worse. That is one reason. The mason is because it is about
time these Nations come back together as one."

Again she stopped, her Amazons began to talk to etoer. Gabrielle let it go for a
second as she took a few deep breaths. "As of mgltthere are nineteen Amazons
that have been sent out with challenge messages.Aiazons are silent again,
listening intently. "We will be expecting a hugenmoer of Amazons here. The
challenges will go on for several days betweeth&lQueens. Which ever Queen
comes out winning overall will become the Queenlbthe Amazons. The Nations
then will form together as one again."

The Queen crossed her arms against her chesgdeestill serious. "I'm sure many of
you are wondering why the council, Ephiny, anddided to have all the Nations join.
| know for me it is a dream, | do not expect ibeach and every Amazon's dream.
But let me tell you why | had this dream. It is Aese over a century and half-ago all
the Nations were one, there were no Nations. JNstti@n. Then the Nation split into
smaller Nations. As time passes on each Nationlgldisappears into the
background then finally fades out. Masika herseif tell you how when she was
younger there were thirteen Nations, three are .gdaw there are ten of us, that is
nothing. It is only nothing because we are sepdratevill be something if we join."

Gabrielle paused for effect. "Together we will liveough time. The Amazons will
survive as one. That is why | had my dream. | @mby it comes true and that the new
Queen will be able to up hold this. Only destinyl vall us. Now | leave it to each and
every one of my Amazons here to decide if thisadsesam we are chasing blindly in



the dark or if we should stand together and emhta¥®u decided."

The Amazon Queen stopped and let everybody convdesemind worked on what to
say about her and Xena. She had to say this rigstiedd screw everything up. Her
eyes drifted down, she thought, she took a deegitorehe looked back up. "Now that
I've made that speech," her Amazons went silentiateshed again. "l have more of
request on a... personal level from each of you."t8bk a deep breath. "I know
what's been talked about since I've first arrivecela few days ago. | know that each
of my Amazons that sit here before me tonight knasvatmightof happened
between myself and Xena."

Gabrielle stopped, there was dead silence. "I mizsele yet to fully understand why
these things are being talked about behind my bbmig with Xena's. My only guess
is because it's the Queen and something bad hagppeher, something to talk about.
But that's only a guess. | do not only know thabhimy Amazons are talking about
Xena and | but | know you all dislike... hate... shueng."

She uncrossed her arms and began to pace backrémdr the stage, she stopped
and looked to her Amazons. "l quite don't undeibtaiat part either. Many of you
know that rumors can be quite false and or blowmobproportion. But that's all in a
general level, let me talk to you from my own p&devel about these rumors." The
Amazon Queen took a deep breath, she felt a latlafp in her throat. "For me these
rumors are nothing but disrespectful and.... welhfadi | stand here wondering why
there are rumors when none of you were there tavkmbat really happened between
Xena and I. | wonder why, | get very tensed. |aéeny Amazons shun Xena, | get
stressed. | don't like seeing something like tWaty few of you know Xena for who
she truly is. There are five Amazons here that kiXema, they talk to her because
they know her. They know that most of those runasesfalse."”

Gabrielle brought her right hand up to run throbgh hair. Her eyes started to sting.
"I can tell you these rumors affect me, they afféeha, and they affect my Nation. |
came to this Nation to be at a home with peopéel like family with. | don't feel at
home here now because | know my best friend anel baing talked about behind our
backs. Not only does it affect Xena, this Natiamj anyself but also it affects the
relationship between Xena and |, it affects us."

The Queen crossed her arms against her chest, tedesvtrickled down her cheeks. "I
am asking all of my Amazons to stop these rumaaisa sking my Amazons to let
the past be the past, it is over with. | am askirygAmazons to give Xena another
chance. To let her and | be accepted here togéthlee. stopped for a moment and
brought her right hand to rest over her chest.sSHeried, but she just managed to
keep her voice from shaking. "For Xena is apalod | am. If you do not accept her
then you are not accepting me, your Queen. | haea the enemy these past two
years, Xena hasn't. | am asking my Amazons."

The hut is dead silent.

Xena had seen her Soulmate crying. She couldtitaay longer. She moved from
her seat and in a flash was up on the stage. Evgyyas still silent. Xena didn't care
what these Amazons thought now. It is always gtinge about her Soulmate,
forever.

She came up to Gabrielle and pulled her into hesatabrielle buried her head



down into Xena's chest as she wrapped her armsadtbe taller woman's body.
Xena had her arms tight against her Soulmate's, lsbdyplaced a gentle kiss to
Gabrielle's forehead.

That's when it started, a single clap, then anpth#rird, a fourth, yet a fifth, the
entire hut filled with the Amazons clapping. All thfem began to stand up from their
seats.

Xena saw this and smiled to herself. "Gabrielleklt

Slowly the small warrior lifted her head from Xennbbdy and looked with red eyes
through the hut. She saw all of her Amazons standind clapping with warm smiles.
She then watched as Amazons began to go down okneeeand bow their heads.
Soon the hut was filled with all the Amazons bowihgir heads on one knee.

Gabrielle smiled and looked up to her partner. Xen&ed down to the Queen with a
smile as well. They both then looked back. The ®ai¢s had an arm wrapped
around the other's waist.

The warrior looked down to Gabrielle again. "Conne'o

The small warrior nodded. The pair walked downgtage and onto the hut floor
again. They went back to their table as all the 2omg stood up again. Everybody
carried on with their dinners for the remaindeth& evening.

Gabrielle at first didn't talk much, trying to takeeverything. Near the end she was
laughing and smiling, she felt like more weight heftl her shoulders. But as the
Amazons began to leave the hut, they seemed takalla detour to Gabrielle. All of
them saying relatively the samething but yet idhich meaning. Those words were
generally,we believe in your dream and welcome hobrece the Amazon would say
that, she would leave Gabrielle's side, walk to &Xe&arasp the warrior's closes
shoulder and squeeze. The warrior would look upyetwae to the Amazon and
smile, the Amazon would flash a warm smile back @t leave the hut. Every
single last Amazon in Gabrielle's Nation did this.

By the end of this only Ephiny, Solari, Epinion,§sialle, and Xena are left in the hut.
Their spots were cleared and they were relaxingthag, telling old jokes. Everybody
just finished laughing at something Solari said.

Gabrielle sighed and took a deep breath. She loaketkss to her Soulmate. Xena
smiled to her. The small warrior then mouthed stimetto the warrior.

Xena nodded and winked. She looked to Ephiny. "Effink Gabrielle and | are
going to run."

The regent grinned and looked to the watrrior. ‘tAdilate at night to do some
running."

The warrior arched an eyebrow.
Ephiny chuckled. "l was kidding Xena."

Solari and Epinion both looked down to Xena. Thatien they finally noticed
something. Then Solari looked to Gabrielle, thepees master doing the samething.



They watched as Gabrielle brought up her left hamtod the table. Two small items
on the small warrior's hand sparkled and twinklpdaithe two Amazons.

Solari's mouth hung open. "Well I'll be centaumpcrda.”
Everybody looked to the second in command.

The second in command grinned and looked to heeQu#& ou didn't tell us." She
then looked to Xena. "Nor did you."

Both the Soulmates looked to each other in questien back to Solari.
Epinion then cut in with a grin on her lips. "Nigags Gabrielle."

The small warrior's iv y eyes widen as she judized she had her left hand on the
table. "Oh Hades." She groaned and looked to Xéhkaew it wouldn't last long."

Xena grinned. "Considering you like to flash thasgs around, it wouldn't."
Gabrielle arched an eyebrow. "Complaining?"

The warrior grinned. "Oh no, complete opposite.e 8fen brought her right hand up
to the table and reached towards Gabirielle.

The Amazon Queen smiled and reached forward. Hagids clasped halfway, they
both then looked back to the three Amazons withra g

Solari then looked to the regent with a grin. "Wldgenl get a ring?"

Ephiny began to blush very deeply. She coughedauied to Solari. "Solari." It was
certainly a warning.

The second in command grinned and chuckled.

The weapons master looked to the Soulmates. "Widktnid happen?”
Gabrielle took a deep breath. "This morning."

"Oh wow." Epinion nodded then smiled. "That's seagito see."

Both Soulmates smiled, Gabrielle though respont@dthnks Ep." She then took a
deep breath. "Really though, Xena and | are garfiead out.”

Ephiny looked to her Queen. "Make sure you commipyut tomorrow." Gabrielle
nodded, the regent then looked to Solari. "You"too.

The second in command nodded. "Sure, what time?"

Ephiny reflected for a moment she looked to GalariéNoon?"

Gabrielle nodded her head. "Fine with me."

The regent looked to Solari. "Okay with you?"

The second in command nodded. "Yup, | don't thineve much choice otherwise."

Ephiny chuckled and looked back as the Soulmatexisip from the table after



releasing each other's hands. "Goodnight you two."

Gabrielle looked to her regent. "Night Eph. Sleegl W

"Night Eph."

The regent nodded to the warrior in response. "@obd Xena."

Solari and Epinion both then talked about the sem@et'Night Xena and Gabrielle."

Both Soulmates smiled, Gabrielle answered baclghitNeEp and Solari.” The pair
then left the hut, heading out into the cool nidtitey soon came to find the night sky
sparkling and twinkling with bright stars, the mastill hidden below the horizon.
The weather perfectly serene.

Gabrielle looked up to her partner. "Let's go f@hart walk. | wanna get some air."
Xena nodded her head.

They walked through the village passing by an Amazere or there. They headed to
the opposite end where there were few huts andpgaeing fields lie. Once they were
a good distance from the main part of the villagabrielle shifted closer to Xena.
She wrapped her right arm around her Soulmate.

Xena smiled and wrapped her left arm back behingri@lée's shoulders. "You did a
good job Gabrielle."

The small warrior grinned. "I knew you'd say thatldove it."
The warrior smiled. "I'm getting to readable.”
Gabrielle chuckled. "Nah, only | can read you."

A chuckle from the warrior. "Right.” She pausedhs went serious. "Gabrielle?"
They both stopped walking as they came to the sygfields. Xena looked down to
her partner. " You're not the enemy."

The smaller woman looked down to the ground thexk lo@. "I'm not sure about that
part."

"I know." Xena took a deep breath. "But I'm tellipgu. Remember you said we can't
seem to forgive ourselves inside?" Gabrielle nodtezlwarrior smiled a little. "Well
then entrust in me to tell the truth to help yorgiee yourself. You are not nor
weren't the enemy for those two years."

Gabrielle smiled warmly while sadness was in heiseyThank you Xena." That's
when she realized her Soulmate might think the saingeabout herself. "Entrust in
me Xena, I'll only speak the truth to you as wB#lieve in me and you'll heal
yourself. You never are or were the enemy."

Xena smiled back, she bent her head down closalwiéle's head. "I do trust and
believe with my soul. Thank you Gabrielle." She éwad her lips to brush against her
Soulmate's, she then whispered. "l love you Gdbrfel

"l love you too Xen." She smiled then finished th&tance kissing her partner



lovingly. But the kiss went from just loving to gedBreath taking as some would say.

Gabrielle soon found her hands going to Xena'stvaaid pulled her closer. The
warrior's own hands shifted to Gabrielle's back.

The small warrior pulled back first with a smil€dme on." Gabrielle released her
Soulmate and started walking towards their hut.

Xena grinned with a chuckle and walked beside henpr. She kept her arms
crossed against her chest to stay in control.

Gabrielle was the first into the hut, she turnezbiad as soon as the watrrior closed the
door. She pressed her body against Xena's as stiensfer a strong kiss.

Xena was pressing hard against the hut door, worglgrshe'd break it. As soon as
the kiss was over, Gabrielle's warm lips were tiiagadown her neck. "Gabrielle?"
She leaned her head back against the door asagdezidier eyes. "Wait, Gabrielle?"

The small warrior stopped and rested her head stgdana's chest, she was breathing
hard. Her hands went to her Soulmate's hips.

Xena looked down with a serious face. "Are you yefad this Gabrielle?"
Gabrielle looked up with a grin. "Xena, you knove @nswer to that."

The warrior chuckled. "Right, just go, | know." Stfien went serious again. "Are you
sure about this after everything?"

Gabrielle kept her eyes locked. "Are you Xena?"

Xena smiled. "Yes."

The smaller woman smiled. "I know, so am I. | nged."

"But Gabrielle..." The warrior stopped herself, noteswhat to say.

"Xena?" The warrior looked to her, Gabrielle cong&d. "Just stop trying to find
excuses." She grinned for an instant then wem st¥ena, I'm... I'm ready to move
on. I'm sick of looking at our past... of... of lettiitgudge our future. | can't do that
anymore Xena. I'm ready to look at my past, leewmfit, turn around and walk on.
But | will not do that with out you, | couldn't. €dse Xena lets move on together. |
don't care how dark or light I just want to be wthu. Please."

The older woman smiled so warmly. "We are. | dovetht to face my future without
you, otherwise it wouldn't be my future. | need ygabrielle." Xena then leaned
down to capture her Soulmate's lips. Her large &anein moved up to the small
warrior's shoulders. They pulled away from the kngsv it was Xena's lips going to
Gabrielle's neck. Xena's lips slowly descended d®ahrielle's chest as her large
hands slowly pushed the leather straps off Gabisethoulders.

Gabrielle dropped her head back some as a moapeskbar lips. She felt her
partner's warm hands slide down her muscular arfiren Xena's warm lips came
back up to claim hers in a demanding kiss.

The warrior had quickly found out that her Soulnsab®dy had changed some in two



years. Gabrielle's body more muscular yet wasssifll, a perfect contrast the small

woman's body. Gods how she'd miss the feeling dfi€lée's body. And as she kissed
Gabrielle she removed the straps. After the kiss,stipped the top off her Soulmate's
body from over her head. The maroon leather togitento the wood table near them.

Gabrielle grinned and leaned back up to kiss Xkelea.bare chest pressed into Xena's
leather clad body. She had a tight hold on theiasrside and began to pull her
Soulmate with her. They soon found themselves erb#d, Xena on top. The warrior
grinned, her lips lowered down to Gabrielle's righ¢ast.

~*Part 11*~

Xena looked around in the dark space of nothing,csluldn't see anything. She then
slowly watched as stone walls reappeared aroundrhen a stone alter in front of
her, a pit behind it. Then lastly was a small blteahing against the altar appeared,
crying.

Xena's eyes widen. "Gabrielle?"
Slowly the blond turned around from the altar amakkd to Xena. "Xena?"

Xena smiled sadly, she rushed over to Gabrieligés SHey, yeah it's me." She bent
down to one knee in front of Gabrielle. Xena notgcGabrielle was in her old attire
of green halter top, brown skirt, and red bootdvagr hair long

"Oh gods what happened?" Gabrielle looked up tcaXen
"I don't know Gabirielle."

Gabrielle looked around in the temple, she thekdddack to Xena. "Why'd you
leave me here Xena?"

"W-what?"

"Why did you leave me in Dahak's temple Xena? Itaamerstand, | thought you
loved me."

"I do Gabrielle."
"Then why'd you leave me here?"

Gabrielle looked to her right then her left, shalda't see anything, pitch black. She
ran her hand through her short hair as she refleeter head quickly turned to the
right as she heard a familiar voice, Xena's.

"I didn't mean to leave you here Gabrielle, | sw&ds I-"
"No Xena! | don't want anymore excuses from you."

Gabrielle's eyes widen as she heard her own viigehrough the air. That's when it
happened, she watched as a temple she knew adlltonaterializes before her. She
spotted her Soulmate leaning down in front of HerBeit it was her from two years
ago, long hair and her old outfit. Gabrielle sttloere stunned, she couldn't believe it.

Xena slowly up from bending down, she took a stagkldrom Gabrielle. "l didn't



mean to leave you here Gabrielle. | swear!"

Gabrielle rose up from the stone altar. "Do youkHibelieve you even for a second
Xena? You left me here to be raped! I've never lteersame since and it's all your
fault!"

Gabrielle shook her head. She quickly rushed fat@touch her Soulmate, but her
hand went through Xena's body. "Gods no. Xena! X¥r@abrielle quickly found
out her Soulmate couldn't hear her. She lookeetybunger self and narrowed her
eyes. Reaching out to the other Gabrielle, her siatgb went right though the fake
Gabrielle.

The young Gabrielle narrowed her eyes, she toa&mthrough the older Gabrielle as
if she wasn't there. She came up to Xena and eediwith her persecution. "Xena,
it's your fault everything happened. It all startesie!"

Xena shook her head. "No... no Gabrielle."
"Yes, and you know it Xena!"

The older Gabrielle ran her right hand throughdgfenrt hair frantically as she tried to
think of what to do. "There's gotta be somethii@hé began to think of her dream
with the demon angel and how Xena reached her.iGk#s eyes widen as a small
smile crossed her lips. She closed her eyes armbntmated. She began to whisper
what she was thinking. "Come on Xena, | know yowol lveaar me. Let me in."

Xena took steps back again from the young Gabritlle Gabrielle please."

"Please what Xena!? You destroyed me! You createémad now you can't handle
me? Oh come on Xena, you are my creator. Embragecyeation, confront me!"

The older Gabrielle tightened her eyes more, canatmg more. "Xena, | created
myself." Gabrielle's words then repeated aloudhentemple and echoed.

Both the younger Gabrielle and Xena stopped. Tbeldd around in the temple
trying to find the owner of the voice. Xena lookadund, she knew it was Gabrielle's
voice, she quietly whispered. "Gabrielle?"

The older Gabrielle opened her eyes and looke@it&hulmate, she smiled. "She can
hear me."

The younger Gabrielle narrowed her eyes and lotkédna. "You created me Xena.
You do realize that? It is your own fault your sbed."

Xena looked to the younger Gabrielle, her eyesidthditied.

The older Gabrielle closed her eyes again, sheettrated as she whispered her
words. "Xena, it was my choice to kill Hope or nadidn't, it was my fault Solan
died." Her eyes watered as her words were rep@&atmdecho through the temple.

The younger Gabrielle growled and took a step clsXena. "Don't listen to that
voice Xena. Because of you | had Hope."

The older Gabrielle shook her head. "Because I'dstiay by your side Xena, | had



Hope. Because | trust Kraftstar instead of youd Hape."

The younger Gabrielle now ignored Xena and lookedrad in the temple. "No! Xena
destroyed me! Her son deserved to die!"

The older Gabrielle took a deep breath. "Becaus¢ope Solan died, because of my
ignorance Solan died."

Xena looked up from the stone floor to the your@abrielle, her eyes narrowed.
"You're not Gabrielle."

The younger Gabrielle whirled around to face Xekéhat?"

The older Gabrielle opened her eyes with a confidemnle on her lips. "That's it
Xena."

Xena took a step towards the younger Gabriellsaill you are not Gabrielle."
The younger Gabrielle laughed bitterly. "Then te## dear Xena, who am I?"

Xena crossed her arms against her chest. "As Glabwigce said, you are my guilty
conscious."

"Either way Xena, you'll never be rid of me."

"Oh 1 think so. | created you, | can destroy yost jas fast." Xena's eyes narrowed as
she bent down close to the younger Gabrielle. "Ewere so when my Soulmate is
here."

The younger Gabrielle smirked. "You have no Soudniat

The older Gabrielle grinned as she came to walkagide the two women while
talking. "Oh Xena definitely has a Soulmate." Stessed her arms against her chest.

Xena looked to her right to see Gabrielle, but wghlort hair with her maroon leathers.

The younger Gabrielle looked to her left to seeséléibut a little older. "No... no
you're not here."

Gabrielle grinned as she looked to her youngeranimage. "Oh | am. Next time you
decided to guilt my Soulmate, try using facts tolkbgourself up.”

The younger Gabrielle shook her head stepping asveaking her head. She began to
dissolve. "No!" The younger Gabrielle screamedibwiasn't heard as she
disappeared into nothing.

The older Gabrielle grinned and looked to her Satdm"Stupid guilty conscious
huh?"

Xena looked from the spot where her image of hascimus had disappeared from,
she looked to her Soulmate with horrid filled eyes.

Gabrielle saw that horror set in her Soulmate'p ddee eyes. She quickly moved
forward to gather her Xena into her arms. "HeyH&ne Xena. It's real me."



Xena began to cry hard in Gabrielle's arms. "G#bfté
Gabrielle tightened her arms more around her Sdeltilis me Xena."

Xena then only cried harder. The Soulmates' felir legs weaken and they went to
the ground. Gabrielle pulled her Xena into her aewen more, her head buried down
into Xena's head. Xena had her arms tightly wragwednd Gabrielle, her face buried
in between Gabrielle's breasts, crying.

"lts okay Xena, I'm here." Gabrielle was cryingdwedf.
Xena looked up with red eyes. "Gods, I'm sorry Galer | did destroy you."

"No Xena, no." Gabrielle smiled sadly. "You didh¥youldn't be here now then if
that were true." She paused. "Entrust in me Xenan't leave you ever again."
Leaning down she placed a gentle kiss to Xenaghé&ad.

Xena then began to cry again, she closed her eykbwied her face back down into
her Soulmate's breasts. Gabrielle closed her exgeomered her head down into
Xena's. She rocked both of their bodies in comfort.

The small warrior took a deep breath, her armsestéight around the older woman's
body. She then took notice to the fact thingsdéferent. Her body was running up
and down the length of Xena's body, her legs tahgiéh her Soulmates. Not to
mention she was nude along with Xena, bodies piesgainst each other.

Slowly Gabrielle opened her eyes and noticed steehaak in the hut. She looked
down to find Xena's head buried under her chin. Wagior was crying slightly. The
Amazon Queen lowered her head and placed a kibe tolder woman's head.

Xena lifted her head and noted to the fact she tee hut and not Dahak's temple.
She then realized the position of her body with iigdle's. "We didn't fall asleep like
this."

The Amazon Queen nodded. "I know, | was sleepingpprof your body when we
went to sleep.”

The warrior furrowed her brows at that.
Gabirielle chuckled. "Just don't even ask Xen."

Xena chuckled. "l wouldn't even dare, we'll nevedfout.” She then closed her eyes
for a moment and took a deep breath, her eyes mpagiain. "Thank you." She
looked up to Gabirielle.

The small woman smiled warmly. "Anytime." They kéipeir eyes locked. Gabrielle
then noticed something different in the warrioyese Her sapphire eyes were rich and
warm, no walls. No walls. Nothing but pure trusab@elle smiled with such warmth
that she must lean down to kiss Xena lightly onlithe

The warrior smiled back as Gabrielle pulled backfithe kiss. She knew what her
Soulmate was smiling about. The small warrior haakén her last barrier that she
had standing. The last barrier to her heart. Narsgmg these two Soulmates of time.



"We better go back to sleep Xena." She began fb shi

"No." Gabrielle stopped moving and Xena grinnedtkel "This is perfect." She then
tucked her head under Gabrielle's chin and close@yes.

The Amazon Queen smiled, she tightened her arms agd closed her own eyes.
She knew Xena still wanted comfort, something streahded very rarely openly. But
Gabrielle is always more then happy to give it. Blaged her chin on top of Xena's
head and closed her eyes. "Xena?"

"Mmm?"
"See you in our dreams soon."

The older woman smiled and Gabrielle felt it agaires skin as she mirrored that
same smile. They both went to sleep and would soeet each other there.

~F ok k

The sunlight rose up and came beaming through théow, the light centering to the
chests of the soulmates. Then ever so slowly thiegét spread from their chests to
up and down the length of their bodies, it warntesht.

Gabrielle felt warm lips touch her own, she keptdyes closed while her body came
to life. She felt those lips pull back and she agaeher eyes final to look into sky
electric eyes. She smiled. "Morning."

Xena grinned. "Good morning."
The Amazon Queen chuckled. "How'd you sleep?"

The warrior grinned. "Well." She then brought handis to her Soulmate's sides. She
then rolled onto her back bringing Gabrielle wittr. iThe small warrior lay on top of
Xena's body, the warrior kept her grin. "Mmm glésl mot to late in the morning."

The younger woman chuckled. "For what?" She thandd down to kiss her partner.

One of the warrior's hands went to through Gala'elair while the other was on her
back. "Mmm how can | put it?"

Gabrielle chuckled in the middle of the kiss, whprktty much ended it. Her face
falling into Xena's neck. "Let's not put it anywaayd just-"

"Gabrielle."

The Amazon Queen started to laugh. She took aloegph and looked up to Xena
with a sparkle in her eyes. "l love you."

Xena smiled. "I love you too."

Gabrielle smiled then it formed into a grin. Hgrslicame down to kiss the warrior on
her lower chest.

The older woman closed her eyes and took a degphbr&he felt Gabrielle's warm
hands come down to her side and caress her. Betth® warrior's lips came down
to one of Xena's breasts.



It had been five days now that they've been inAimazon village. How things went
from one extreme to the other in a matter of fiagsd Funny how life works like that
huh?

~F ok Kk

Xena took a deep breath, Gabrielle's head risingagause of it. The smaller woman
had her head resting on top of the warrior's chhést.body at a diagonal to Xena's.

"That would be interesting."
The small warrior sighed as she responded. "l thimlould be interesting."
Xena grinned. "You really like that idea huh?"

Gabrielle chuckled. "Well, if we ever have to spig a couple of days for some
reason. | guess we'll find out if we'll still hasteeams together."”

"Mmm." Xena took another deep breath. "For on@mr't want to find out.”
The small warrior smiled. "l agree, but it's stiferesting.”

Xena had her right hand across her own bare diesfingers running through
Gabrielle's hair. While her left arm was snaked d@abrielle's side, her hand locked
with Gabrielle's left hand. Both their hands regtim the small female's stomach.
Then the Queen had her right hand resting on Xet@'sach. The covers just stopped
after Xena's breast, under Gabrielle's chin, theities completely under the covers.

"Xen?"

"Mmm?"

"I really don't want to move."

The warrior grinned. "I know what you mean."

Gabrielle's right hand then began to caress ther @dman's stomach lightly. "Do
you think we should go visit Cyrene? | know thd lase she saw us was a while
ago."

Xena sighed as she thought. "Yeah, you're right."
"She was really worried about us too."
The warrior nodded a little. "I know she was amlidn't know what to tell her."

"Neither did I." She squeezed her Soulmate's hand fnoment, then Gabrielle
lightened her hold again.

"Gabrielle?"
"Yeah?"
"We better get moving."

"Yeah you're right." She said it, she'd thoughtuabip but she wasn't doing it. Neither
Soulmates were moving. Gabrielle then startedugHaafter a minute. "Okay, |



thought we both just agreed to get up."”

"We did, not on the when part.”

The younger female chuckled. "Right. This is justdémfortable."
"Mmm, perfect.”

The small warrior then groaned. She released Xedadaled to her right onto Xena's
body. She buried her head into the warrior's n&&na, remind me to never be the
Queen of Amazons again in my next life."

Xena chuckled. "I'll try to remember. As long asiyemind me not to be a watrrior."
Gabrielle lifted her head with an eyebrow up ad.Weé/hy? | like you as a warrior."
The older woman grinned. "To much physical work."

The Amazon Queen grinned. "Good for you, keep yaghape."

"Very funny Gabrielle."

"Wasn't trying to be." Gabrielle kept her grinléVe having my warrior."

Xena chuckled. "So I'm noticing."

The small woman dropped her head back down. Slkeataeep breath. "You know
what | just realized?"

"What's that?"

The Amazon Queen lifted her head again, crossedrhes on top of Xena's chest and
rested her chin on her arms. "You can't call me yaud anymore."

"l know, been working on that."

Gabrielle arched an eyebrow. "Really? What?"
Xena bit her lower lip with a grin.

"Xena?" Warning tone.

The warrior started chuckle. "Well | was thinkingrag the lines of... my little
warrior."

"Xena!" Gabrielle uncrossed her arms quickly arathed to her right to a pillow.
She then slammed it down at the warrior's faceatTdn't funny!”

Xena was laughing through the pillow. She grablietaand pulled it off her face to
her left side. "You don't like it?"

"No!" Gabrielle's face wrinkled up as she thoughthe words again. "Oh gods, |
would die."

The watrrior still had her grin. "l was kidding." &then smiled.



Gabrielle sighed. "Good." She leaned down to &iagsing Xena.
Xena though started to laugh in the middle of tise .k

"Xena, don't." The small warrior backed away frdma kiss with a stern expression
but a small smirk was on her lips.

Xena grinned. "Don't worry, | won't." She then bgbtiher right hand up to the back
of Gabrielle's head. She brought the small wontaeesl down to claim her lips.

After the pair's kiss they did finally get up. Thegd quickly dressed and knew it
would be midday soon. So once they were dressed niade their way out of the hut
and directly to Ephiny's.

~F kK

Epinion stopped for a moment in her path, she Idd&eher left at Ephiny's hut. She
smiled to herself. Looking up, she took note tofdet that it is yet another clear day,
no clouds. In turn it made things cold. That thdugftcold made the weapons master
tug her cloak closer against her body. Her eyes dhniéted back to the hut, she
sighed.

Then she heard somebody coming up to her rightl&lked to her right to see the
head Amazon Chef coming her way, she smiled. "Heyok."

The chef is carrying a tray of food. "How are yquirkon?"
"Not to bad. How about yourself?"

Logos smiled, she shifted the tray in her rightchdfine thanks. Just delivering some
food to Gabrielle and the others."

Epinion chuckled. "Yeah | heard they've been imglgnce midday."

The chef Amazon nodded. "They have, Solari camesking if something could be
sent over to eat."

The weapons master grinned. "Well the Queen does d&ra appetite.”

Logos chuckled. "So I've heard." She then lookedyativen back to the other
Amazon. "Nice weather huh?"

Epinion nodded. "It is, wish it was like this dilet time."
The chef nodded. "Yeah, it'll be winter soon."

"Yup, | hope we get these competitions done in time
"I'd think they would."

The weapons master smiled. "Hopefully, find ouhé$aused. "I better go. I'll talk to
you later Logos."

The small chef smiled. "Yeah | need to deliver #iigf. Bye Epinion.”

"Bye." Epinion then started walking off.



Logos then continued on her trek to the regents3he slowly opened the door to
Ephiny's hut. What she found was her Queen shdientpead, sighing and sitting
back in her seat with a grumble. Beside Gabrietigds noticed was the Warrior
Princess. Across from those two are the secondrimtand and Ephiny.

Ephiny looked up as Logos came in. "Hey Logos, kkdor bringing some stuff.”
The chef smiled. "No problem. Where would you like tray?"

The regent looked to her second in command. "Camyave the small table over
here?"

Solari nodded. "Sure thing." She got up and wethéaable near the head of
Ephiny's bed. She lifted it and carried it to staffdo the side of the group.

Logos them carried over the tray and placed it dowthe small table. She then
looked at the group. "Is there anything else yaur feeed?"

Everybody shook their head. Gabrielle then lookeavith a smile. "Thanks Logos."

The chef Amazon nodded with a smile. "Welcome." 8lea turned to head to the
door. "Bye." Everybody said goodbye and Logos veeritthe door, closing it quietly
behind.

Xena reached up to the tray, she pulled out twapges that were resting in a wood
bowl. She handed one to Gabrielle.

The small warrior smiled to Xena in thank you, #ien looked back to Ephiny
seriously. "We can't do that Ephiny."” She leaned&vd in her seat.

The regent sighed. "Gabrielle, we can't have abéhAmazons just sitting outside our
doors and not invite them in."

Gabrielle began to toss the apple back and fortieimhands. She looked up from it as
she kept tossing it between her hands. "Ephinyamenot put all these Amazons in
this villages. Its crazy, there's no way."

The Amazon regent sighed. "Then what are we goonfid/de can't leave them
outside the gates."

The Queen sighed. "We are going to have to."

Xena quickly cut in as her right hand came dowregt on her leg with the half eaten
apple. "The Queens should be in the village."

Gabrielle looked to her soulmate as she looketd@pple in her left hand. "You're
right.” She looked to Ephiny. "We have enough Ingise for nine other Amazons?"

Ephiny nodded. "Of course."”

"Then we'll just have the Queens with their corssaftthey have any, in the huts.
Then keep their other Amazons outside of the \@ldghat's the best we can do Eph."

The regent nodded her head. "Okay, | can work thig."



Solari then decided to express her opinion. "Wggiag to need room in the woods to
do that. Maybe we should cut some trees down."

The Amazon Queen nodded her head. "l agree, get people on that Solari." She
grinned. "Fire wood for the winter."

The second in command nodded. "In front of thegjite
Gabrielle looked to Ephiny. "Gates?"
The regent nodded. She then looked to Solari. "Woatid be the best spot.”

The small warrior sighed and rested back in het, sbe still held that apple in her
right hand. She looked down to it as she spoke.dt&mext on the list?" She looked
back up.

Ephiny looked up as she thought. "Last thing is\gaver the challenges." She then
looked to her Queen.

Gabrielle nodded, she reflected it. As she didaglot up to move to the tray and
she picked up a pear, she began to munch on thatsrall warrior then looked back
up. "l would like to keep the two rules | expressethe council.”

"l agree." Ephiny then crossed her arms againstinest.

Solari swallowed some of her pear and then spdéat about the consorts and
champions?"

The Amazon Queen sighed, she looked up to Xenaea®t apple rolled out of her
left hand into her right.

Xena looked down to her Soulmate with a seriougesgion. Understanding passed
between them. So Gabrielle looked back to her Amddends. "Only Queens fight,
no consorts or champions.”

Neither Ephiny or Solari said anything or moveddanoment. The two Amazons
could not believe their Queen's words.

Then slowly the regent nodded. "Alright.” She t@o#leep breath.

Gabrielle straightened back up in her seat. "Ofidbeatribes arrive, I'll have a
meeting with the Queens and their head council neesaliso over everything."”

"Okay, Solari and | will have to try and keep theahim. Hopefully none of the
Queens will get in arguments between each other.”

"Do we know which tribes are unfriendly with eadher?"

The regent sighed, she then answered Gabriellegiqa. "I'm not sure. | believe the
three southern tribes are arguing over land. Thst Wwbe and northwest tribe had
problems with the Amazons they traded. SupposeattyAmazon went to the west
tribe from the northwest and caused some probl&mswest Nation then blamed it
on the northwest tribe for it. Only been gettingrse"

Xena had finished her apple a few back, the remaére now laying on the table to



her left near the tray. "Exactly who are the soutl@ueens?" The warrior then
looked to Ephiny.

The regent looked to Xena. "Aureus is the Quegh@most southern tribe. The
southeast is-"

"Mairead?"

Ephiny nodded to Xena. "Mairead is the southeadt.arZahra is of the southwest
Nation."

Gabrielle looked up from the apple in her right ¢hdtwho are the Queens of the west
Nation and northwest Nation?"

"West is Caitriona and the northwest Nation is Quiearvulus.”
Gabrielle nodded. "Good thing to know." She lookedo Xena.

The Warrior Princess faintly nodded to Gabrielld ahe looked to Ephiny. "Are any
of them known for being... rough?"

Ephiny grinned. "Mairead is a tough Amazon as igrfdaa. Along as you're on their
good side, they're okay with you."

Gabrielle raised an eyebrow. "And how do you gegand with them?" Xena then
crossed her arms against her chest.

"You fight them and win."

The small warrior sighed at Ephiny's answer. Ska thumbled under her breath.
"Warrior thing."

Xena looked to her right at her Soulmate. "I hebed."
Gabrielle looked up and grinned. "l was just kiddin
"Uh huh."

The Queen went serious again as she looked bdek tovo Amazons. "Is that
everything?"

Ephiny nodded her head. "That covers it... for thesthpart. I'm sure we'll run into
problems later."

"Great." Gabrielle then chuckled. "Okay, well gt this village ready. Get the
sparring fields fancied up for these challenges."

Solari looked away from the pear core in her riggmd to the small warrior.
"Gabrielle, we might need to expand the size ofsiberring fields."

"Then do that the best way you can."
The second in command nodded. "Alright."

The Queen then stood up, her right hand still teddl red apple. Xena rose up from
her seat as Gabrielle talked. "We'll catch up wiah both later tonight.”



The regent nodded while she looked up. "Sounds.gtsgossible that two or three
Queens might arrive tomorrow."

"Okay, let me know. We need to get these challedges and fast before winter sets
in."

"Definitely, we should have enough time Gabrielle."

The small warrior then grinned. "The Amazons miglt, | don't.” She chuckled a
little.

Both Amazons looked to each other and arched ewebiephiny then looked back
with a semi stunned expression. "Right."

Gabrielle smiled innocently and moved pass thestahtl began to walk over to the
door, Xena right behind. "See you Eph and Solari."

"Bye AQ." Both Amazons said it at the same time.
The Queen sighed and opened the door.

Xena looked back to her friends with a smile. "Bye.
"Bye Xena." Ephiny then grinned. "Stay out of triaub
The warrior grinned. "Of course.”

Solari chuckled. "Bye Xena."

"See you Solari." The Warrior Princess then stegpesligh the door and closed it
behind. As soon as she came up to Gabrielle's si@elooked to her. "Not in the
mood for an apple?”

Gabrielle lifted her right hand with the apple, $besed it up and then caught it. "Not
in the mood for eating." She looked up to her Saim

"Why?"

The small warrior shrugged. "Not hungry."

Xena sighed. "Gabrielle, you haven't eaten all'day.

"Yeah | know." She looked back down at the apdlk get something at dinner."

Xena's eyes narrowed faintly, narrow in suspictime knew something was going on
but wasn't sure of what just yet. But she stilpasled in a half worried, half
frustrated tone. "Alright.”

The smaller woman looked up into Xena's eyes, ahetlsat frustration. So she
reached up with her left hand to Xena's arm. "Ht&synothing to worry about Xena."
A pause. "I'm just not as hungry as | use to be."

The older woman nodded. "Okay but I'm still wortled

"I know." She grinned a little as she releasedabgior's arm. "Thanks." She then



tossed the apple up to the warrior whom caught it.
Xena nodded. "Thanks."

"No problem." Gabrielle started walking, Xena walibeside her. "I'm ready to
crawl back into bed."

The warrior grinned. "My Queen, you have yet tdillufour duties today."

The smaller woman looked up to Xena with a halfgléaFunny." She grinned as she
looked back ahead. They were headed to the gatbs #fllage. "You know,
sometimes this whole Queen thing gets to me."

The warrior nodded. "That's how | felt every one@iwhile with being a warlord."
Xena then looked to her Soulmate. "Granted a wéikba bad analogy.”

Gabrielle chuckled. "Nah, | could see that. Beimgharge of a bunch of filthy
warriors. Had to be nasty job."

"You get use to the scent after awhile Gabrielle.”

The small warrior looked up to partner with a rdisgebrow. "No thanks Xena. |
don't know how you did it." She looked back ahesdnd saw the gates of the village
ahead.

"I don't know either."
Now the pair came to the gates. The walked past #ed to the edge of the woods.

Gabrielle placed her hands on her hips as she toat@ind. "How large of a space
you think?"

The warrior crossed her arms against her chestll'léfe do some calculations. Nine
Nations."

"Twelve council members per Nation. So that's... madeight Amazons there."
Xena nodded. "Plus how many warriors each Queeg®iri

"Could be between thirty to sixty."

"So we make it fifty Amazon warriors each nation.”

Gabrielle closed her eyes as she did the math.r'fandred fifty Amazons plus the
hundred eight it comes to about... five hundred fdight Amazons total." She
opened her eyes and looked up to Xena.

The warrior grinned. "Good math, | got the same."

The Amazon Queen turned her head left and righitrsng the woods trying to
imagine five hundred and fifty-eight Amazons takthg space up. "Hades Xena,
that's a lot."

"Itis."

"We're going to need a huge sparring field for.tiise two we have now won't cut



it."
Xena nodded. "Have three or four sparring fields."
"Think so?"

The warrior nodded. "Yeah, two here then two intilage." She looked to
Gabrielle.

"It'll make things go faster." Gabrielle crossed &ens against her chest. "Think we
can get these trees cut down in time?"

"Yeah." A pause. "If you get enough Amazons on it."

The Amazon Queen nodded. She uncrossed her arnpoantdd to her right.
"Starting there to here?" She pointed far to hier'le

"Mmm, add a little more to the right side. That gladbcover the space.” Xena then
uncrossed her right arm and pointed to a tree tdaneight. "Start from there of one
sparring field." She then brought her arm to tliiedeme to another tree, a good
distance from the first. "End sparring field thared start the camp." Moving her right
hand to the far left she pointed to an olive tfé&md the camp there and start the other
sparring field."

Gabrielle then pointed to a tree a good length ftieenolive tree to the left. "Stop the
second sparring field there?"

"Exactly." Xena then reached up between her bréastamove her breast dagger.
"Let's go mark them." She then began walking toriggt, the small warrior right
beside her. Xena came up to the tree she'd painteaklier. Lifting the dagger up and
cut some of the bark off the tree.

The Soulmates turned to their left and walked asxdlythey came to the second tree
she'd pointed to earlier. Xena cut some of the bérthere. They walked over to the
third and fourth, also marking them. The warricertslipped her dagger back.

Gabrielle crossed her arms against her chest.t'f&dan the middle of the camp and
work out huh?"

Xena nodded. "l agree, best way to go." They ba¢im tooked back to the woods.
"Xena?"
"Mmm?" The warrior looked to her partner, but Galle's didn't looked to her.

"I think | don't want to be the Queen of all the Arons." She then looked up to Xena.
"I don't want leave you."

The older female completely turned to Gabrielleab@elle you wouldn't be."

Gabrielle sighed, she turned her body to face Xanshe looked up into crystal blue
eyes. "Xena, we both know if | were to be Queem tttehave to stay here. Set things

up."

Xena reached forward with both her hands to theraloman's shoulders. "Listen to



me Gabrielle, | don't care how long it may takeebthis Nation up. | will stay here
and help you. I'm not going to go off running ardWreece and leave you here,
there's no way."

The Amazon Queen looked down to the ground. Sheltdaked back up. "l know
how you are about being in one area for so long."

Xena grinned. "That's only if | don't have you. lAsg as | have you beside me, I'll be
more then happy being stuck somewhere." She thenlied lowly. "Even if they are
Amazons."

"I heard that." Gabrielle then chuckled, she felt oulmate pull her in. The small
warrior wrapped her arms around Xena, the warmanglthe samething.

The Soulmates both then pulled back in the emlsagee. Xena's head leaning down,
Gabrielle's coming up. They met half way for themwiss.

Part 5
Section 5
~*Part 12*~

The small warrior crossed her arms against hert tbé®ep warm. She had her cloak
totally button up to keep her warm, but she fdittke cold on the inside. Gabrielle
took a deep breath, she saw her breathe visititeeiearly morning air.

"Here,"

Turning to her head to the left, Xena came up leesat with a mug of hot tea. She
smiled and took the offered mug. "Thanks Xena."

The warrior smiled. "No problem.” She also haddieak on. She lifted her mug to
sip from it. Gazing ahead she watched as numerowszAns were chopping away at
trees, mostly pine. The pine scent actually filleel air around them.

"It's coming along."

Xena nodded in agreement at Gabrielle's words.cétming. Good thing we got an
early start.”

The Amazon Queen nodded. "Yeah." She lifted her tauwlyink from it. She kept
watch of her Amazons cutting down the trees to nthkecamp. Once they get the
area cleared, Gabrielle had plans for tents tatiobga for the arriving Amazons.

Yesterday had been relaxing for the most part.rAfte Soulmates had marked the
trees with the dagger, they left to spar togetleéode dinner. The rest of the evening
had been a good one, to say the least. Now thahgyhad gotten up early to
confront this cold day. Gabrielle and Ephiny hagamized a large amount of
Amazons to start chopping trees down for the cangjptlae sparring fields. Her and
Xena supervising while the regent ran between plaermg fields in the village to the
woods clearing. Ephiny had elected herself to nsake Solari took care of fixing up
the sparring fields with a few Amazons.



Overall, things were running smoothly. Everybodywdobe rather tired by the
afternoon but it would be worth the effort. Gadeednd the regent both were
confident that the site would be cleared of thegrey tomorrow afternoon.

The Amazon Queen took a sip of her tea, she th@etbup to Xena. "I think I'm
going to go find Eph."

Xena turned her attention to her partner. "I'liydtare.”

Gabrielle nodded with a smile. "Thanks, be rightkbaShe then turned around and
marched off at a fast pace into the village.

The warrior turned around to watch her Soulmatedeahe smiled to herself and then
turned back around to the Amazons cutting the ti@eging, she lifted her mug and
drank from it.

"Ephiny, we better have enough."

The regent sighed. "I'm pretty sure we do, | haraebody double checking on it
now. But I'm sure we do Gabrielle."

The small warrior slowly released her breath. "Vg&dy have the tents Eph. We can't
afford not to."

"I think we're fine Gabrielle."

Gabrielle nodded her head. "I hope you're righthé $fted her mug and drank from it.
Her eyes then averted back to the sparring fiéldsey look better."

The Amazon nodded. "Yeah, Solari is doing a nitegbcleaning this place up."

"Is that where she widen it?" The Queen liftedringint arm to point to the area of the
right half of the two sparring fields.

"Yeah, there and over here." Ephiny pointed toféindack side of the sparring fields.
"Okay." Gabrielle nodded a few times. "Where's 8alaw?"

"Solari and her group went to go get breakfast theg're headed down to the trees to
help with getting them down."

The small warrior nodded. "Good." She took a lorgath. "l am going to head back
to the forest. You coming?"

Ephiny nodded. "Yeah | want to see how it's going."

Gabrielle smiled. "It's moving fast.” The two womleggan to stroll through the
village towards the gates. Gabrielle lifted her mugdrink from it, the tea warming
her body.

"It looks like you and Xena are doing well." A satent.

"We are." The Queen smiled and glimpsed to the Ama4t's... well | can't really
describe how wonderful it is to be with Xena adain.



Ephiny nodded with a smile. "You two held out altotger then | thought."

Gabrielle sighed, she drank the little bit of tka kad. "I never thought we'd be
together again.”

The regent grinned. "I knew you two would be togetéigain.” She sighed and gazed
ahead. "l can't imagine you both surviving witheath other."”

Gabrielle nodded. "We both were hanging in by auliread.” She paused. "l thought
| was going to die after... well after Solan's déath.

"Gabrielle." The regent stopped walking, so did &le. Ephiny reached up to
Gabrielle's closes shoulder. "I thought the sarmgttvhen you came to us." She
dropped her head then looked back up to her smatid. "But in the back of my

mind | knew you and Xena would survive. It was jashatter of time." A pause. "Just
don't let yourself or Xena be stuck in the pasty@k&he then smiled.

Gabrielle smiled back. "We won't." She then puligghiny in for a hug. "Thanks
Eph."

The Amazon hugged back tightly then released Gidarf@nytime. I'm always
around if you need me Gabrielle.”

The Amazon Queen nodded. "I know, that means'a lot.

Ephiny kept her warm smile. "Come on." They begatrak again towards the forest,
they passed the gates.

The watrrior felt herself go warm and not becauseesftea. She knew why, so she
turned to her side and smiled to the source oiMaemth.

Gabrielle smiled warmly back to her Soulmate. Styat ker eyes locked with the
warrior all the way down the path to Xena's sidee coming up to the warrior's
side, she hugged Xena with one arm. Once she egleéena, she stood beside her.

"How the sparring fields look?"

The small warrior looked up to Xena. "Real gooché $hen averted her sights back to
the forest. A crash was heard as the three womeshe@ two trees come crashing to
the ground.

Xena first heard somebody walking up behind thérantGabrielle and Ephiny turned
around to spot Solari and twenty Amazons comingobtite village.

The second in command walked up to close to Epbinystopped and turned around
to the Amazons following behind her. "Go help dwe dthers with the trees.” Some
Amazons responded others nodded. Solari then turaeklaround and stepped up to
stand beside Ephiny. She tugged her cloak closenstgher body and smiled to
Ephiny.

"Glad you could join us Solari."

The second in command grinned at the regent. tghol should."



Ephiny chuckled. "Of course.”

Solari then looked down to her Queen. "Gabrielle vee setting up any of the tents
today?"

Gabrielle gazed at Ephiny first and cleared hayahsuggestively. She then looked to
Solari. "Depends."

The second in command arched her eyebrow. "On Wi&® peered towards the
regent then to Gabrielle again.

"Why don't you ask your regent?" Gabrielle themiged.

Ephiny looked to Solari to see her arching an ey@bil he regent sighed. "We might
be short on tents."

Solari nodded a few times. "That would be a probleshe then grinned and turned
her head to the small warrior. "I don't think we #rtough Gabrielle. At least the last
time | checked."

Xena then grinned. "We're going to have too."

Gabrielle looked up to her Soulmate with furrowedviss. But the warrior was staring
in a certain direction. So the small warrior gazethat same direction, there she saw
one of her Amazons on horseback riding in at agallop. "Not already. Hades." The
Queen took a step forward turned to her left foraament to bend down and place her
mug on the ground beside Xena's. She then straigthieack up and jogged towards
the Amazon on horseback.

The Amazon riding came up to the Queen and puldat bn their reins and stopped.
"Queen Gabrielle."

Gabrielle smiled. "How are you Leon?"

The Amazon smiled. "Quite well." She gathered tbesé's reins into one hand.
"Queen Caitriona is coming soon."

Gabrielle nodded. "West Nation?"

"Yes. | was sent ahead to make sure she and hex@dxmare allowed into our Nation
now."

"When they expecting to be here?"

Leon reflected for a moment then responded. "ydogethis afternoon or so. They're
traveling slow, most of her Amazons are on foot."

"Okay, ride back to Queen Caitriona and tell her'skdefinitely welcomed here. Tell
her there's no rush but we are right now clearmgraa in the forest for all the
Queens' Amazons to stay. Okay?"

Leon nodded. "I'll deliver the message. Anythingeél'

Gabrielle smiled. "No that'll cover it. Make sum@uystay with them Leon till they
arrive safely here."



The Amazon smiled. "Of course. Bye Gabrielle."
"Bye Leon."

The Amazon nodded then turned her horse aroundth®hespurred her horse into a
gallop and took off the same direction she came.

Gabrielle watched the Amazon disappear, she tuanmehd and made her way back
to her friends.

"What was that about?"

The Queen shifted her attention to her regent. EQu@aitriona is coming this
afternoon.”

The second in command then spoke up. "Then whyLewas riding ahead?"

"Queen Caitriona wanted to make sure it was okayptoe in." Gabrielle crossed her
arms against her chest. She then looked up taehent. "Eph, we need to figure out
how to split this camp up."”

The regent nodded. "Yeah, we can't have the arguatgpns near each other."

Gabrielle nodded and took a few more steps andttivaed around to face the
woods. "Okay so it's the southern Nations... and\ibghwest..."

"West Nation."

The Queen nodded at Ephiny's words. "So that'sNistons there we have to keep
separated.”

Xena crossed her arms against her chest. "Placeas$teNation to the far right side
and the northwest to the far left."

Gabrielle nodded. "That leaves us with the threglsrn nations."

"Well going from left to right, we could place tBeuth Nation, the north Nation, then
the southwest Nation, then the east Nation, nexstiutheastern Nation, the
northeast, last the far east."

The Queen crossed her arms against her chestjegthéot picture Ephiny's plan.
"What about Mairead and her south Nation? Theytrard bunch Eph?"

"They are." Gabrielle looked up to her partner Xeda kept her eyes on the woods as
she spoke. "It should be from left to right; nordsty southwest, north, Yakut's far
east, south, northeast, east, southeast and trstri we

The small warrior repeated the combination in héwad again and looked to the
woods where the Amazons worked. "Mairead in thedefe!’

The warrior nodded. "Yes, keep her far from theespotiwvo southern tribes."”

"l agree." Gabrielle stared at the slowly appeadiegred land. "You don't think
Yakut will have a problem with Mairead?"



Xena shook her head then grinned. "Not Yakut, sraat."

The Queen nodded, she then turned to Ephiny aratiStiow's that sound to you
two?"

Both Amazons looked to the Gabrielle, Solari noddetlEphiny responded. "Sure."
She grinned. "Whatever the Queen want's she gets."

The small warrior sighed and shook her head. "Ri@tie studied the woods and her
Amazons cutting the trees down. "Now if | can jxshember the order."

Xena grinned and looked to her Soulmate. "Don'trydremember.”
"Good." Gabrielle smiled up to Xena. "l can't." Stieickled.

The warrior smiled then winked and gaze back tddhest.

~*Part 13*~

For the rest of the day Gabrielle and Xena watached the clearing job of the woods
while Ephiny and Solari went about finding the ser@ounting then organizing them.
By the afternoon the Amazons had chopped all gestdown in the area of where the
camps for the Nations would be. In turn, Gabrielel her Amazons stop chopping
trees. All the Amazons then took a break.

After that break, Gabrielle's Nation went aboutlpitg the tents through the camp
area they cleared. The started on the far leftandkeworked to their left. They knew
Caitriona would arrive soon and that meant thatAmeazons would need the space
on the far right. Midway through the process, Gaita and her Amazons showed up.

Gabrielle looked after helping to pitch a tent. 'S8teeard the sounds of people
moving through the woods. She looked to her lefteatSoulmate.

Xena was looking in the direction she heard thendsuShe turned her head to
Gabrielle and nodded.

The Queen shifted her sights to the Amazon thatbleat helping her put the tent up.
"Go ahead and keep working on these." The Amazddeub back. Gabrielle then
looked to her partner again and nodded.

The two Soulmates left the camp area and walkedth@ woods again to see
numerous Amazons coming their way. Some were oselvack some were on foot.
In the front was an Amazon riding tall with her iwawer her head and Gabrielle's
two messengers riding beside her. That's when iSoldrthe regent came up to
Gabrielle and Xena's side to welcome the west Natiad her Queen.

The west Nation kept coming towards Gabrielle drahtstopped once the lead rider
was in talking distance. The lead ride with her knasked down to the four women
on the ground. "Which of you is Queen Gabrielle?"

Gabrielle took a step forward towards the ridearti her."

The lead rider smiled down to Gabrielle. "l am Qué&aitriona of the West Nation. |
received your challenge letter and found it quit pressing business."”



Gabrielle nodded with a smile. "It is, thank you éoming so quickly.” She then
glanced back to Xena, Solari and Ephiny. The tlwemen all stepped up beside
Gabrielle. "I'd like you to meet my consort Xen@&brielle then looked to Ephiny.
"This is my regent, Ephiny and then my second miw@and, Solari." Gazing up to
Caitriona, Gabrielle smiled. "If there are any swrproblems while you're here you
can discuss that with me or either of these three."

Caitriona nodded her head. "Thank you. | have yoysar messengers were great in
making sure we arrived here. | thank you for ttsatvall.” Caitriona then looked
behind herself and nodded to two Amazons on hockeldde two riders moved their
horses forward some, one Amazon was old while theraather young. "This is my
head Council Member, Lisa." Queen Caitriona heldnaad out to the older Amazon,
she then shifted her out stretched arm towardgdabhager Amazon. "And this is my
second in command, Liz." Caitriona then droppedanar.

"Nice to meet you both."

The second in command, Liz, nodded while Lisa sanibeGabrielle. "We've heard
much about you Queen Gabrielle.”

"That's what | keep hearing Lisa." Gabrielle théacpd her right hand on her hip.
"But while you are here in my Nation all of you Wik treated as guests and nobody
is allowed to call me Queen Gabrielle. Gabriell# do fine." She took a deep breath.
"Queen Caitriona, we have a hut for you to sleeguiring your stay while your
Amazons can stay here in these tents."

The West Nation Queen nodded her head. "Thattjreat.” She then looked to her
second in command. "Liz, make sure everybody knehat's going on."

Liz nodded her head in response and turned indulis to all the Amazons.
"Amazons dismount!"

All of Caitriona's Amazons dismounted, as did Gaiita herself. She then walked up
to Gabrielle with her horse in tow.

Gabrielle looked to Ephiny and Solari. "Help Caitra's Amazon get settled in."
Ephiny nodded and Gabrielle averted her attentamk bo Caitriona, smiled. "Just
follow me."

Queen Caitriona nodded and walked beside Gabridiea walked on Gabrielle's
other side.

The small warrior looked to the West Queen. "Youwstrhave left early.”
Caitriona nodded. "We left soon as we received yoessage."
"I'm glad, we don't have much time for these clmagjés."

Caitriona nodded in response. The three women gaksaugh the gates, Caitriona
looked to Xena. "You are the Warrior Princess?"

Xena shifted her eyes to the West Queen. "Somerzathat.”

Queen Caitriona nodded. "Now are you an Amazon?"



"She is." Gabrielle looked to the West Queen. "bkesn for a couple of years now."
The Amazon Queen smiled. "It's about damn timé€'too.
The warrior grinned a little. "So you're one ofrtherho thought | should be."

"No, | knew you should be." Caitriona looked bablead. "We're losing to many
good Amazons these days."

Gabrielle let out a long sigh. "We are." She trmked to her right towards the
stables. "Here are the stables.” The three fenmadeie a beeline to the stables and
went inside. Gabrielle walked up to her horse wigmile. "Hey there boy."

Torqueo bobbed his head up and down and nudgedtateBe's right hand as she
petted him.

The small warrior smiled then kept moving pastva $alls then stopped at a freed
one. "Here we go."

Caitriona smiled and opened the stall to placéhbese inside. She then went about
removing her tack.

Ephiny had told all to many times to Gabrielle hogrsonal Amazons are about
tacking and untacking their own horses. Very ratiedy allowed another to do it. All
Amazons cherished their horses and created strmmdshwith their horses.

Gabrielle watched Caitriona for a moment, she theked up to her Soulmate with a
smile.

Xena smiled back and reached to her left towaresthall warrior's closes hand. She
grasped the smaller hand and squeezed for a moshenthen released Gabrielle's
hand.

The small warrior smiled to the warrior then looksxtk to the stall to see the West
Nation Queen come out of the stall with her sadatisb

The three women in silence left the stables andi€labled the way to the hut she
had prepared for Caitriona. They all passed byraébeits, the main guest huts in the
back of the village.

Gabirielle turned her head to Caitriona on her ¥ftas the ride safe?"

"Yes it was." Queen Caitriona smiled to the othee€n. "Your messengers seem to
know where to go."

"They do, that's one of the things we train here."
"Really?"

Gabrielle nodded. "Yes, | have my Amazons justfaotis on the physical but the
mental too." She took a deep breath. "Quite immbrta

Caitriona grinned. "It is." She then looked ahesdh spotted a hut straight ahead.

They walked up to the hut. Gabrielle opened the.dbdope this is qualified hut for



you."

The West Queen chuckled. "I'm sure it is." She edlik and went to the bed,
dropping her saddlebag there. Then turning aroaridde Gabrielle and Xena.

The small warrior smiled. "We always have dinneels sunset.”

Caitriona nodded. "Wonderful." She then walked bagko Gabrielle. "Tomorrow if
you'd wish | can have my Amazons help with the rohggin the woods."

The small warrior smiled. "We could use the exeph A pause. "But your
Amazons might be to tired after the trip."

"They should be fine, I'll just have them starelat the morning."
"That's great."

Queen Caitriona nodded again. "Now are you expgetity other Queens to arrive
today?"

"It's possible. Maybe one more nation today."
"East Nation?"
Gabrielle crossed her arms against her chestnnsure.”

Caitriona nodded. "Well they're the next closebdre." She then smiled. "Thank you
for the hospitality."

"Of course." Gabrielle then uncrossed her armsd'Xana and | are going to go
check on things."

The West Queen nodded. "I'll be there in a whilearlk you again."
"Bye Queen Caitriona."

"Bye Gabrielle and Xena." She nodded her headeaveurior.
Xena smiled a little. "Goodbye Queen Caitriona."

The Soulmates then turned around and started vgaliank to the other end of the
village again, they heard the hut's door close.

Gabrielle looked up to her partner. "What you tfihk
"Controlling."
The Amazon Queen nodded. "That's what | thougheotoo."

Xena then grinned. "It's a good thing to use agaosiebody when you're fighting
them."

"I know." Gabrielle nodded with the same grin. 'thiage the control from them and
it'll drive them crazy."

"Exactly."



The small female chuckled. "Gods, we're bad."
"Nah, just have to know who you're fighting."

"Right." Gabrielle then sighed. "I feel like we'seen here for to long but we haven't
even started the challenges yet."

The warrior nodded a few times. "l know, | feel g#ame way."

The Queen grinned and took a step closer to Xebant her then she walked
normally again. "So you wanna run off tonight?"

Xena chuckled. "I'm gamed.”

"Hmmm." Gabrielle looked up to her partner withewvitish grin. "I wonder how Eph
would handle all this on her own."

The older woman grinned. "She'd kill you for it."

"I know." The Queen groaned while dropping her heaale. "Gods, | feel like
leaving."

The warrior looked to her Soulmate. "We can." Iswispered and extremely
truthful.

Gabrielle lifted her head up to her partner, saagcher eyes. She then averted her
gaze back ahead still walking. "We can't Xena."

"I know." Xena sighed. "Just an option."
The small warrior smiled. "Thanks for it."

The Warrior Princess nodded. "You always havedabébn." Say promise from so
long ago but said and understood differently.

Gabrielle smiled to herself. "So do you Xena." 8ten looked up to her Soulmate.
"We've gotten that far huh?"

Xena looked to Gabrielle then smiled. "We havee inssed it."

Gabrielle nodded. "Same here." She stopped waltanging Xena to stop walking as
well. The small woman took a step to Xena and hddge tightly, not letting go.

Xena smiled and dropped her head on top of hemsaiels head after enveloping the
smaller warrior in a hug. They stayed like thatddew minutes then Xena whispered
something. "Feels good to be home."

The Queen smiled warmly as she pulled back in teiar's arms. "l know." A
pause. "Come on."

They released each other and the pair continugdesnwalk to outside the gates.
They walked to the makeshift camp for the Amazotidia. Gabrielle's Amazons
finished putting up the tents. Gabrielle then fophiny and Solari whom reported
that Caitriona's Amazons were all settled intorthemts in the far right section of the
camp area.



For the rest of the day, Gabrielle's Amazons tbekday off. They mingled with some
of Caitriona's Amazons getting to know them. GdlarjeXena, Solari, and Ephiny on
the other hand kept working on the preparationgHferother arriving Amazons.

But by late dusk another Queen had arrive surgigiQueen Mairead of the
Southeastern Nation. Gabrielle, Xena, Ephiny, anldrSgreeted them and told
Mairead's Amazons to settle in the section of #agejust left of the Caitriona's
Amazons, they did. Gabrielle and Xena escorted d4aliinto the village then to her
own personal hut.

Gabrielle then quickly found out just how tough kaid's leathers were. In a way
Mairead seemed like Xena when she'd first met X€oagh, hard, cold, and
powerful. The only difference mentally between Man and Xena is Mairead is
stupid. Quite a large difference. That's when Gallerknew Mairead had won her
right of caste as Queen by fighting and not byrisaGabrielle and Xena both made a
mental note of that, especially Gabrielle for wisee would have her challenge
against Mairead.

The night came and so did the huge dinner for tNizens. Gabrielle midway
through dinner snuck back into the kitchen to thhekcooks for the hard work. She
knew how hard such a thing could be. After the Idmmer, everybody was beat. All
the Nations went back to their appropriate aredssattled in for the night. Xena and
Gabrielle well they were walking back to their bogether, discussing the dinner.

"It went real well."

Xena showed her agreement. "It did." She pauseau tifanked the cooks huh?"
Gabrielle grinned up to the warrior. "Yes, they ditbt."

"They did." Xena's gaze went back ahead.

"So far the Nations seem to mix well."

"They are, let's hope it stays that way."

Gabrielle sighed. "You think the south nations Wwdlve problems?" She looked up to
her Soulmate.

"Maybe at first, have to talk to them."
The smaller woman grinned. "I'll let you do that.”
The Warrior Princess arched an eyebrow as she dod&@n to her partner. "Oh?"

Gabrielle nodded. "Oh yeah, definitely. | know yolave them shaking in their
leathers and feathers. Then they wouldn't eventdatenk about fighting with each
other."

The warrior laughed. "Be careful with that.”
"Ohh, is that a warning?" Gabrielle stepped closdrer Soulmate.

"Mmm, | might scare off the nations."



The Queen chuckled. "Sure sure." She grinned tpettaller woman. "You wish."
Xena arched an eyebrow. "Is that a challenge?"
The smaller woman still had her grin. "Yes."

The warrior grinned and peered back ahead as shthean coming to their hut.
"Good." She opened the door and went inside witlfSoelimate following behind.

Once they were inside, Xena turned around to lodtetr partner. "I have an idea."
Gabrielle arched an eyebrow. "And it is?"

The older woman crossed her arms against her ¢lAest.I'll show you." She
grinned. She shifted to the door again. "Come on."

The Queen grinned and shook her head, she wend®unso the cool night beside
Xena.

The warrior turned around to face the hut seeing th@ roof slanted down some on
an angel. She took steps back as she studied tiHeggyes shifted to Gabrielle.
"Come here." She smiled warmly.

Gabrielle raised an eyebrow and stepped up tolfac&oulmate. "This is
interesting."

"You'll love it." Xena then looked away from theofdack to her partner. She then
reached forward as she kneeled some. Her handsanentd Gabrielle's back and
under her knees as she lifted the younger woman.

"Xena?"
"Yesss?"
"What are you planning?"

"You'll see." Xena took another step back as sheeseGabrielle's left arm wrapping
back behind her neck. The warrior then ran forvaard leaped. The pair went soaring
through the air and flipped to land nicely on tbefr Xena then released her
Soulmate.

Gabrielle arched her eyebrows at her Soulmate. T oot?"
The watrrior chuckled. "l am."
"Oh you're good Xena." The small woman grinned.

"I know." The warrior then laughed and leaped baakis to fly off the roof and land
back down on the ground facing the door to the hut.

Gabrielle looked down to see the warrior go ingfithe hut for a minute or two. She
saw Xena come back out with a bedroll and fur, @#brchuckled to herself. She
then took a step back as she witnessed the Wammiiocess jumping back up onto the
roof right in front of her.



Xena then went to the center of the roof and lagddedroll down with the fur next to
the bedroll and stood back up. "Figured you've atddbe stars."

"I have." Gabrielle leaned down to remove her aais placed them near the bedroll.

Xena followed her example and removed her swordcha#iram, placing them beside
the sais. She then lay down on her back on theobbedr

Gabrielle grinned and then carefully lowered hérgelay on top of her Soulmate.
She could then feel strong arms wrap around hemnatb. Her head slowly lowered
down onto Xena's chest as her eyes became fixéueastars above.

The warrior sighed. "No clouds."

The Queen chuckled. "To say the least, it's crydéar out tonight." She smiled
because she couldn't remember the last time degdunder the stars in her
Soulmate's arms. Then again, she couldn't recalbst time she slept on a roof. That
made her start to giggle.

"What's so funny?"

The small warrior took a deep breath. "The factevep here sleeping on the roof."
Xena chuckled now. "Well | thought this would be thest spot. Out of view."
"True, | don't think anybody will look for us up fee"

The older woman smiled. "Mmm. Good." She then begadly run her fingertips up
and down Gabrielle's bare stomach.

The smaller warrior closed her eyes at the feelgige then brought her hands up to
lace her fingers with Xena's. "When was the lasetwe did this?"

"Sleep on a roof? Never."
Gabrielle chuckled. "No you know what | mean."
The warrior sighed contently as she thought. "Afteafter the temple.”

The Queen slowly opened her eyes as she remembetarght after Dahak's temple.
Yeah that was the last time but it wasn't the pastceful time. That time had been the
night Gabrielle cried candlemarks on end in Xeaass. "No... it was before then."

The other woman squeezed her hands with Gabriélle@dong either way."

"It was." She sighed and stared up to the starmsti$#n noticed one specific set of
stars. She smiled. "There's my favorite consteihati

Xena looked up to the stars and smiled as she mesdywhich one Gabrielle spoke
of. The warrior constellation. "Never seems to &eav

"Not at all." Gabrielle picked up on all that doellsheaning that Xena had said. "It
never will."

"It won't love."



The smaller Soulmate smiled to herself. "I knowhe8 whispered it.

Xena still smiled and she slowly let her hands Sty Gabrielle's hands, to slide
down the small woman's stomach to Gabrielle's laveater stomach. Her fingers
then slid under Gabrielle's leather belt to todwhgkin at her very lower hips.

Gabrielle closed her eyes at the feel and let dl snoan escape. She then turned over
and dropped her head back down under Xena's ahireyes still closed. Gabrielle
tried to control her body's reactions.

Xena grinned at her Soulmate and slowly removedhaeds from between their
bodies. Now she grasped Gabrielle's sides.

The smaller woman looked down into Xena's eyesngj@eous."
The warrior grinned. "l know."

Gabrielle lowered her head to kiss her SoulmatelgleEirst one kiss, then it was
two. By the end of the second one Gabrielle pudiack.

Xena smiled and reached up with her right handughghe younger woman's head
back down on her chest. She could feel Gabriebathing heavy. Xena herself was
breathing heavy but not quite as much as Gabirielle.

Slowly the smaller warrior opened her eyes to staress the village in the darkness.
She brought in a deep breath then slowly releasé&dau think I'll be able to defeat
these other Queens?"

The older woman didn't answer at first, she'd jétstd her right hand up to
Gabrielle's back. Letting her finger tips glideamqd down the small woman's smooth
back. "Truthfully, yes."

Gabrielle sighed. "I don't feel like | could."
"You haven't even met them all yet Gabrielle."

"I know." The small woman then shifted her shousdssme and settled back down.
"What about Mairead? She really seems tough."

"Like you said Gabrielle, she's stupid.”
Gabrielle chuckled. "l didn't say that. | said shgot all the brawns and no brains."
The warrior grinned. "Well you were just puttingnitely. | don't."

"So | noticed.” The Queen then lifted her headamegdown into her Soulmate's eyes.
"Somebody has to be blunt."

Xena chuckled. "Uh huh. And bluntly you can beatrad other Queens... if you want
to."

The small warrior sighed and dropped her head daaknh on Xena's chest. "That's
just it. I don't know if | want to."

"Why?"



Gabrielle shrugged her shoulders. "Just a lot akw@na. We both know it."
The warrior had to agree to that one. "It wouldBat you could handle it."
"I'm just worried it would take away from us Xena."

Xena sighed. She brought her right hand up to geatl through the other woman's
short hair. "Gabrielle?"

The Queen raised her head and looked to Xena.

Xena smiled warmly. "We'd be doing it together.'r dmile dropped as she went
serious. "I'm your consort and | need to startnaclike it."

"Xena-"

"Gabrielle." The warrior stopped the protest. "Wiewdd be sharing the caste together
and | have not done anything." A pause. "I'm s@orthat.”

Gabrielle reflected about that then let a smilp slto place. "Thank you Xena." Her
smile now dropped. "But | know I've never asked f@uyour help." She then
grinned. "So will you help me?"

The warrior smiled. "Love to." She then brought @éelle's head down to kiss her.
Once they pulled back, Xena still had her smileet'd_get some sleep."

The smaller woman nodded in agreement. "Long dalye' lowered her head back
down on the other woman's chest. "Sleep well Xen."

"You to love." Xena reached to her left to the fBhne lifted it then placed the fur over
her and Gabrielle's bodies. Her arms then snakeddruhe fur to wrap around
Gabrielle tightly.

Randomly Gabrielle started to chuckle.

Xena opened her eyes some. "What?"

The Queen took a deep breath. "The roof part."

The warrior grinned. "Something different.”

"To say the least.” The younger woman started tkle again.
Xena sighed. "Goodnight Gabrielle." She closeddyes.

"Night Xena." Gabrielle took a deep breath andh&atbody relax.

Sleep, well that took them from this world withinmates. The stars above and the
darkness around protected them from the troubléseoivorld as they slept. What
kept them safe beyond that were each other asstepyin each other's arms and
dreams.

~*Part 15*~

The sun slowly began to creep up and over the diorilt's light already filtering
through the trees of this area. But this sunrigeth@ particular onlookers this



apparent morning. Onlookers on a rather odd spot.

Soulmates that were sitting on the roof of a h@n&sitting with her legs propped up.
Gabrielle resting into the warrior's body betweemnX's legs with the warrior's arms
wrapped around her. Gabrielle had her own armdhands resting on top of her
Soulmate's.

They then knew by that beautiful sunrise that tleatier would be perfect. There
were clouds but only the feather kind that swepbsgthe crystal blue sky. It made
the day worth going through.

Beside them to their right rested the fur rolledwdth the rolled up bedroll and their
weapons. They'd woken up right when the sun pestedhis world. So the pair
decided to stay on the roof of their hut to watod sunrise. It was something rather
beautiful on this brisk morning. The Soulmates ddekl the heat of the sun slowly
creep up their bodies as it came over the trees.

That's when they heard it, footsteps. They coukbetwhom they belonged to since
the person was under the roof's hang.

Gabrielle turned her head sidelong to Xena. "Who thank it is?"
"Eph. Who else?"
The young woman grinned. "Probably right."

Somebody knocked at the door to their hut. Thenégent's voice filled the air.
"Gabrielle? Xena?" Then there was a sigh and thazam opening the door.

Xena bent her head forward to Gabrielle's nedktdke care of her." Her lips came
down to place a gentle kiss to Gabrielle's necle Whrrior then stood up, releasing
her Soulmate. She took her weapons hooking thahetoappropriate spots. Xena
then walked close to the roof's edge and bent ieekto jump and quietly land on
the ground. Looking in through the open door tarthaet, she saw Ephiny. She
grinned. "Morning Ephiny."

The regent spun around on her heals with her happdshe was breathing hard.
"Hades, Xena. Gods | don't need a heart attacle't&bk a deep breath and padded
out of the hut to stand in front of Xena. "Whe@abrielle?"

"Right here Eph." Gabrielle was on the roof's edig. sais in her boots as she was
bending down staring down at her Soulmate and tegen

The Amazon looked around. "Gabrielle?" She furrolwedbrows at Xena.
Xena grinned and looked up to the roof.

Ephiny followed her gaze to see her small friendhenroof. "What it Tartarus are
you doing up there?"

Gabrielle grinned. "Nothing." She then turned to ight to grab the bedroll and fur.

The warrior saw this and took a step back. Shehtang flying bedroll and fur that
had been tossed to her.



The regent arched an eyebrow. "You two didn't."age. "Did you?"

Xena grinned and sidestepped Ephiny to throw tldedbleand fur on their bed in the
hut. She then closed the door and turned arou&ghmy. "We did."

The Amazon groaned. "Oh gods."

The Warrior Princess chuckled and took a few sbejak to see her Soulmate up on
the roof. "Ready?"

"No." Gabrielle grinned. "There's only." She jumpstithe roof in the direction of
Xena. "Go." Gabrielle landed neatly in the wars@tms.

Xena grinned down at her Soulmate in her arms. tGomp."
"I've had plenty of practice." Gabrielle grinne&dod catch.”

"I've had plenty of practice.” Xena then leaned ddacapture her Soulmate's lips in
a gentle kiss.

The Soulmates then heard a cough from behind.

The Queen chuckled and ended the kiss, she quiakigd around to Ephiny. "What's
up Eph?" She grinned.

The regent coughed again with a knowing grin. Slea tvent serious. "Right." She
paused. "Another Queen should be here relativeip.50

Gabrielle furrowed her eyebrows. "Which Queen?"
"Gloria of the East Nation."

The small woman nodded. "When is she going to be?ie
"Around half of a candlemark."

"Okay great. Have we started working on the spgrfiglds?"

"Yes, Solari is on it right now." Ephiny then snadlé'Caitriona and Mairead's
Amazons are helping. It shouldn't take long totbettrees down then clear the area.”

Gabirielle smiled. "Perfect." She then reflecteddanoment then went on. "Xena and
| are going to go get something to eat. Then we#d down to the camp.”

The regent nodded. "Sounds good. I'll stay dowrethekeep a look out for Gloria
and her Amazons."

"Great. Thanks Eph, see you down there."

The Amazon smiled and then walked off heading tawé#ne gates of the village.
Gabrielle turned around to her Soulmate. "Hungry?"

Xena grinned. "Definitely."

The smaller woman raised an eyebrow while a gtinrfe place. "Same here." She



then brought her right hand up to Xena's closes &wome on." She smiled.

The warrior smiled back and the pair started wgkmthe dinning hut. Once they
were there, only a few Amazons were inside eatneghfast. The Soulmates had
quickly gathered their food together and sat doovedtt.

Gabrielle was working on a bowl of fruit when skitetl her head to Xena. "How
many Queens you think will come today."

Xena looked up. "Three... maybe four."

The small woman nodded and her gaze went bacletbdwl of fruit. She still has yet
to feel hungry. "The rest will probably come in tomow."

"Yakut my guess will be here in three days, takgive."
Gabrielle nodded. "Good, we need to get theseagdis done with quickly."
"We will before winter."

The Queen raised her head again with a smile. Yeka&d up and smiled back.

~F ok h

After the Soulmates ate, they headed right to #mepc As soon as they arrived
Ephiny came up to their side. Gloria and her Amaagare coming any minute. So
Gabrielle and Xena greeted the Queen and her Arsax@t again Xena and
Gabrielle escorted the Amazon Queen to her hut.

And well, Gloria they both found out to be nicestsaf the opposite of Mairead. She
seemed to be a respectful Queen and person inajeHer Amazons were all close
and mingled with the other Nations very slowly. derself seemed to represent
her East Nation with pride and honor. Gabrielle Xeda both liked the East Nation
Queen.

By early afternoon another Queen had arrived. ThethWest Nation with their

Queen Parvulus. Queen Parvulus seemed rather loragbrielle as well as deathly
quiet. Xena though didn't like the Queen what serelvor the Queen's hawk like eyes
bothered the warrior. In a way Queen Parvulus rdednXena of Callisto. Tall,

almost white hair with small body frame and scrawPgrvulus also had a consort
whose name was Eilee and seemed rather sweetaalag gt that. That also bother
Xena, tensed her body up but yet the warrior reathnespectful of it.

Around the time Parvulus had arrived the two nearsipg fields were created. The
trees gone and the ground cleared for the chalterig@brielle decided that all the
basic challenges would take place on those spdigltg. Once the more serious
challenges began they would be held inside of titege.

All day Xena and her Soulmate went about the Natiameeting the different Nation's
second in commands and head council members. TaknegBe had been pulled
away from all the chitchat by late afternoon asayeither Queen entered in with her
Amazons.

This Queen is of the North Nation, Queen Laetusdpu_aetus seemed to be a rather
happy Queen, constantly smiling and talkative. 8asg also very young, younger then



Gabrielle. Gabrielle figured that more then lik€lyeen Laetus is a new Queen to the
North Nation. And Xena had asked about it.

"So did you recently take the thrown?"

Laetus turned her head to the warrior. "l did. Qwgear ago, still fairly new to this
Queen-ship." She smiled warmly.

Gabrielle knew how that felt. "How'd you take tlesie?"

The North Nation Queen sighed. "The Queen beforpassed away from a disease
that had been going through the village. The hugeade actually killed a number of
my Amazons but we're coming back thankfully."

"That's good to hear. We've always been lucky hétte diseases here, never seem to
get any." Gabrielle looked back ahead as she sawuhshe picked out for Queen
Laetus to stay in.

"You're lucky. We never had one till those two yeago. Did a number
unfortunately.” Laetus sighed.

That conversation had been rerouted later on. WWhdeest of the day rolled on. Now
the Nations totaled to five excluding Gabrielleatian. There was a massive amount
of Amazons in this one small area. Dinner had lmeewed outside where there was
more space, there certainly wasn't enough insidleeoflinning hut.

After dinner, the Soulmates left early. Feeling ltlnge need to be alone after the
socializing day. There are just some points whparaon can handle some many
people at a time. This was certainly true for tbelBates, they have their limits.

The warrior went into the hut first and walked otethe table, she slowly took her
heavy cloak off.

Gabrielle though when she'd closed the door. Shreelé against it, sighed, and closed
her eyes.

Xena dropped her cloak on the chair by the tabietarned around to see her partner
leaning against the door to the hut. The warritirtfee same way. She gradually
walked up to Gabrielle. Her large hands going iesifithe other woman's cloak and
to Gabrielle's sides.

"I know | like to talk." The younger woman openegf leyes. "But gods."

Xena smiled some. "l know." She then leaned inige ker Soulmate. After the kiss
she slowly brought her left cheek to rub againdirigtie's cheek. "But it's just us
now."

The Queen smiled. "Just the way | like it." Sheetifherself off the door and sensed
her larger Soulmate straightening back up. Gabrlelbked up to Xena.

The older woman gazed down with a warm smile. eséwinkled deeply as her
they seemed to go a shade darker.

Gabrielle grinned. "Come here." Her right hand caipé¢o the back of Xena's neck,



pulling the warrior's head down. Their lips meaipassionate kiss.

Xena slowly pulled back from the kiss. Her handseaip from Gabrielle's sides and
carefully removed the leather and white wool cléakn her body. She then threw it
to the chair where her own dark cloak was.

The smaller woman grinned and came back up foep #iss. As she did her hands
came up to Xena's shoulders to work the claspgadGarmor but..." Gabrielle
chuckled in the middle of the kiss.

The warrior grinned and brought her hands up tp fhath the armor clasps.

Soon that armor was off and so were all their @stfThey were in the bed. But sleep
was not top priority of course that only came |later

~Fk Kk

A loud bang was heard at the door. Gabrielle sah tipe bed quickly to hear another
knock, she groaned. Looking out the window she doitito be still dark out. "You've
gotta be kidding me." She rolled out of the bedekhe began to frantically search
for her clothes. Another bang at the door. "I'm oagt A mumble under her breath.
"This is ridiculous." Gabrielle found her top, puon followed by her skirt. She raced
to the door and opened it to find her regent atther with a cloak on. "What's going
on?"

Ephiny smiled guiltily. "Queen Nyx is coming."
Gabrielle narrowed her eyes. "Ephiny?" It was low.

The regent smiled. "Meet you down there Gabrielsheé quickly turned around and
ran off to the camp outside the village.

The Queen quietly closed the door with a long si@reat.” Looking to the bed she
found her Soulmate sitting up in the bed.

"There goes your good mood huh?"

Gabrielle nodded. Her tongue ran across her batarmmdOh yeah." She shifted over
to her boots and began to put them on.

Xena rolled out of the bed and found her leathmritjng them on proceeded by her
armor and boots. As she put her last item on, lhakram, she turned to Gabrielle.

The small woman rose back up after tying her bdtis.gonna kill this Queen." In
her right hand was one of her sais.

The warrior grinned and shifted to her partner. 'WWee." She moved her hand to
grasp Gabrielle's right hand with the sai.

"And she won't."

The older woman chuckled. "Yes she will." Xena kxdm to kiss her smaller
warrior. She then could feel Gabrielle releasirgghi and so Xena took it. After the
kiss, she bent down to one knee to insert theazk Imto Gabrielle's right boot.

"Xen?"



"Mmm?" Xena stood back up and smiled to her Sowdmat
"You do all the talking. I'll be too busy contraly my temper.”

The Warrior Princess grinned. "I can handle th@hé then smiled warmly. "Come
on. Let's get this over with."

Gabrielle sighed and turned to the door, her fngintd grasping the handle. She turned
her head to see her partner getting their cloakfdt time you think it is anyway?"

Xena shrugged her shoulders as she came up taugen@ side. "Five or four
candlemarks before dawn."

The younger woman groaned and opened the dooweshieoutside. "Why this early?
That's all | wanna know." She turned around andked Xena put her cloak on and
close the door.

The warrior then held out Gabrielle's cloak andgimall warrior stepped up to put the
warm cloak on. The pair then walked through thepileg village to go outside the
gates to meet Queen Nyx.

~F kK

The door to the hut slammed closed. Gabrielle sthficross the room and plopped
down on the end of the bed. She took a huge bteatalm her temper. "That...
that..." She closed her eyes to calm down.

Xena took off her cloak and dropped it on the beside her Soulmate. She then
shifted to stand in front of Gabrielle. "I know."

"She's on my hit list Xena." Gabrielle opened hgrseagain. "Not only does she come
here in the middle of the night but she was so danamky and rude to you." She then
lifted her right hand showing her index finger @de her thumb, leaving a small
space. "l was that close to reaching down to nmg.'s&he growled and dropped her
back into the bed, her hands covering her face.

"Gabrielle she was probably tired from the trip€na crossed her arms against her
chest.

The small woman shot up from lying on the bed.dih'ticare. She had no right to act
like that." She stood up from the bed. "Did shels®" Gabrielle walked near the
door and whirled around. "Well this looks like akag hut." Her voice was high
pitched in a fake tone. "It's a bit small compatiethe one's in my Nation. We build
castle size huts with hot tubs, two rooms, andidmnoom..." Her voice was filling
with frustration. ".... And a grand ballroom for mifty thousands guests that come."
Gabrielle groaned and rolled her eyes from her nsgr@ation of Queen Nyx.

The warrior stood there grinning at her Soulmagspite herself.
"Oh do you know what my favorite part was Xena?& Tueen strolled up to Xena.
Xena raised an eyebrow in question.

Gabrielle shook her head. "My favorite part was mwbke came up to you when she
first arrive." She cleared her throat and did tiggh Ipitch voice again. "Oh dear, you're



an Amazon? | didn't know the Warrior Princess tdrimto an Amazon now. | would
think your Queen would have appropriately dressaedig Amazon attire. You have
no feathers or Amazon sword, how awful. And yosurgorisingly tall and dark for an
Amazon. Blah blah" Gabrielle spun around and sthbkack over to the door. "I'm
gonna kill her Xena." She turned around to the wawith her dark green eyes.

Xena sighed and walked to her Soulmate with hesatili crossed. "It doesn't
matter."

"I know." Gabrielle sighed. "She just... urked meaRerubbed me the wrong way."
Her shoulders dropped. "And I love you tall andkdar

The older woman grinned. "And | love you small aad busting with muscles."”
The small warrior sighed and rolled her eyes. "Gdu=ard that comment too."

"l thought you did." Xena took a step back. Sheughd her hands up to pulled her
hair together and she brought her dark hair up beehead. She dropped her right
hand down as her left hand held her hair up indoutop of her head. "I've heard so
much about your Queen." Xena had her voice higthpd now, something rather
different to be heard. "l would have thought Qué&abrielle would be a bit taller with
all these muscles." She grasped a leather stramg frer skirt part of her leathers.
Xena started twirling it with her right hand. "I'nest heard so much about Queen
Gabrielle. Heard she is suppose to be a great Qyeeng, nice person, and strong."
Now the warrior started to walk around in the tsttiitting all the while twirling part
of her skirt and holding her hair up with her hjgitched voice. "l just didn't imagine
Gabrielle would be so small and not look so tougjie seems so quiet and... and well
narrow minded." Xena sighed and dropped her ackbuwith a grin.

Gabrielle though, she was bending forward laughttey.arms over her stomach.

Xena started to laugh a little herself. She too& geep breath and walked over to
Gabrielle.

The Queen closed her eyes and straightened baak sipe calmed down. "You win
Xena, that was the best impersonation.”

"A little blown out of proportion though." She gned.
Gabrielle sighed. "Maybe... maybe not." She thenexuinilThanks for the laugh."
"Thought you might want one." Xena then smiled wigiriii_ets get some sleep huh?"

"Yeah I've had enough fun." She walked over tobe and lifted one leg at a time
untying her boots.

Xena did the same but over to a chair untying loets Then next came her armor, as
she was setting it down, Gabrielle came up bestdahd placed her sais on the table.
Now Xena only stood in her leathers and she loa&deer small Soulmate.

Gabrielle glanced up and smiled, she felt tiredragghe leaned against the warrior.
"It's official, we get to sleep in."

Xena grinned as she brought her left arm to drapenal Gabrielle's shoulders.



"Queen's orders?"
"Oh yeah." The small woman sighed.
"Come on." Xena released her partner and walkedtowhe bed, she climbed in.

Gabrielle sighed and came up to the foot of the bled crawled in and came about
halfway to the middle of the bed. She stopped thackfell into the bed with a sigh.

The Warrior Princess chuckled and reached dowrpatidd Gabrielle up and against
her body. She had her arms tightly wrapped arobnedmall warrior.

The younger woman opened her eyes. "Thanks."

Xena grinned. "No problem. Go to sleep.”

"No problem there." She closed her eyes againeiriuker body relax.
The warrior also closed her eyes and pair werepsigain.

~*Part 16*~

Well by that morning, late morning at that. The Boates had risen from bed and
quickly found out two other Queens were coming hgday.

Queen Aureus of the South Nation and Queen Zahtteedbouthwest Nation.
Thankfully Gabrielle was in a good mood during tharivals. Both Queens seemed
rather nice with the same old tough as leathaudts. Then again they are southern
tribes, she knew they would be tough. None the tbss only left one other Nation to
arrive, Yakut and her Amazons. And Xena mentiomed they wouldn't arrive for
another day to three days.

Gabrielle had sighed at that answer and the waknew why. The small warrior
wanted to get out of the Amazon village as mucKesa wanted to. Not because they
didn't want to be there but more because they wantbe alone together.

Unfortunately all the other eight Amazon Nationarid out that it was going to take
Yakut awhile to arrive and that sent all the Queasattsa tizzy. In the end that led to a
meeting between Gabrielle, Xena, and the eight Qaideat day.

"We'll wait till Yakut arrives."

"Hades, | think we should start without her and etion.” Mairead had said that
with a tough tone.

"l agree. Besides that Yakut and her Nation ardlhapart of the Amazons. Look at
the Far East Nation, they're a totally differentibla compared to the rest of us. Why
should we wait?" That was the Queen Nyx's opinion.

Queen Zahra brought her right hand up to the talgkes, there is no reason to walit.
We-" She was quickly cut off.

Xena had placed her hands on the table, she'ddbaeding beside Gabrielle's seat.
The warrior leaned forward with her eyes pinnedQueen Zahra. "We will wait." It
had came out low and hard.



Gabrielle decided to say nothing. She knew this easSoulmate's turn to force the
Queens to listen. And for four years Gabrielle leasned if she can't do it then her
partner can. So she let Xena take this one. Bediniess her consort.

"And why Xena?" Queen Aureus of the South Natigasstion.

"Because Queen Gabrielle says so." The WarriolcBssis eyes went to slits with her
eyes cold. "And because | said so. If either exflyou Queens have a problem with it
then you can take it up with me." She rose bacKYiakut and her Nation are
Amazons. We will wait for their arrival to beginetichallenges. We will treat her and
her Nation with the same respect as we treat ahZons. Their Nation was created
for the same reason all the other Nations werdexldar. Don't forget that."

Some of the Queens nodded. The three Southern @a#eeem to get a bit angry
with that but didn't respond.

"Look everybody, we can wait out two days for Yataarrive. That'll give all of you
ample time to practice for the challenges and cajcbn sleep from the traveling. If |
were you all I'd be grateful for that because Yakan't have that pleasure.” Gabrielle
then crossed her arms against her chest.

Now all the Queens seemed to show their agreement.

The small warrior then stood up beside Xena. "Goamy | think we all have things
to attend to. This meeting is excused and anotliebevheld when Yakut and her
Nation arrives."

All the Queens stood up and left the hut.

Gabrielle slowly released her breath and thendifter head up to Xena.

The warrior flashed her a smile.

The small Queen chuckled. "That was interesting."

Xena arched an eyebrow. "Which part?"

"The part on how you handled this." Gabrielle nowrked.

"You liked it?"

"Mmm very much Xen. Glad you're on my side." Theaiiwarrior then chuckled.

The older woman smiled. "Me too." She leaned dolewly to lightly place a kiss to
her partner's soft lips. "Four candlemarks tillkdus

Gabrielle gazed up to her Soulmate thinking abloait $statement about time.
"Walk?" She grinned.

The Warrior Princess smiled. "l was just thinkihgtt"
"Uh huh. Come on." Gabrielle strolled out of the tmith Xena beside her.

The pair made their way through the village ratingckly in hopes they wouldn't get
caught. They came to the gates thinking they'd nitadat safely.



"AQI"
The small warrior froze where she stepped and dlbse eyes. "Hades."

Xena chuckled and went serious as she saw Ephmyngao them. "It's your regent.”
"I know." Gabrielle turned to the regent. "Whatskph?"

The regent came up to Gabrielle. "Wanted to seeewmu were sneaking off to in
such a rush."

The Queen grinned. "Somewhere."

"Mind telling me where incase | need to find yodphiny then placed her hands on
her hips.

"Um." Gabrielle looked up to her Soulmate. "Eph. k &gna. She's the one who
knows where." She turned her head back to the tegéna devilishly grin.

The Amazon dropped her expression and looked Xeta.

The warrior crossed her arms against her cheshamdwed her eyes coldly to the
Amazon.

"Right." Ephiny's gaze went back to her Queen. '#Hawice walk. Bye." Turned on
her heals and jogged off.

The Amazon Queen laughed a few times. "Oh I'veagitthat more often.”
Xena grinned. "Come on." She started to walk again.

Gabrielle nodded and walked beside her partnery Weat outside of the village and
detoured around the Amazon Nations camp and igeovtiods.

"Thanks." The small woman smiled to her warrior.
"Anytime." Xena smiled back and then gazed ahedwcdelf.

The young woman let out a long breath. She'd missgking beside her Soulmate
like this on the road. Well they weren't on a rbadded to some random place in
Greece, but this was close enough. "Xena can veoahe training for these
challenges?"

The older woman thought for a moment then retoftthat sort of training?"

"I don't know, just a lot of practice. And teach the most affective way to use my
sais."

Xena nodded a few times. "l don't know sais verit Gabrielle. But I'm sure | can
come up with a few surprise moves you can use."g8heed.

Gabrielle peered up to see that grin, she mirrdredrself. "Great." Her eyes went
back to the trail she followed in the woods. "l deefew."

"Mmm, | wouldn't say that. You've got the hangludde sais within a few days."



The small warrior crossed her arms against hertchdsiow." A pause. "That part
scares me some too."

The warrior quickly looked to her partner.

Gabrielle sadly smiled up to Xena. "Sorry. | justzar imagined I'd be a watrrior like
this." She turned her eyes away.

"Does that bother you?"

The small woman thought about that question. Qoiestl herself with that question.
Does it bother her? "No. It's my way Xena... to banjorotector.” She smiled. That is
it, she is Xena's protector. Xena may say she neeus one but in one sense, even
Xena does. Xena does have emotions that need fingtetong with her body.

"Thank you." Xena smiled warmly to her SoulmateeVdr had one."

Gabrielle studied her Soulmate's eyes then shedmiarmly back. "Anytime." She
turned her gaze away. "Everybody needs a protéctor.

The older woman still had her smile and she reaclavith her right hand to grasp
her partner's closes hand. "I'm yours."

The Queen squeezed her warrior's hand for a mortiémow. You have been since
our souls were created.”

That's when that killing urge hit Xena. That urge slways has but it erupted now.
That urge to become one with Gabrielle. And thgeltseemed to enter into the
smaller warrior, because Gabrielle stopped walkingd quickly pulled her Soulmate
in for a tight hug.

"Don't think about it Xena."

The warrior closed her eyes and lowered her hdaelkBew what her partner meant,
so she tried hard to slow the urge. Xena knew @Hénvas feeling the same urge
now and it was tearing her up as well. The urge ried, the pulling of something so
grand and strong.

Gabrielle took a deep breath as she felt the neadyslower back down inside of
herself. "Wanna do that again?"

The warrior chuckled. "Is it getting that strong@®na lifted her head.

The small warrior also raised her head up to gazeto the other woman's eyes.
"Yes." She smiled.

"Perfect." Xena lowered her head to capture henpés lips in a strong kiss. Then as
she pulled back her eyes slowly opened again. "#tteibkeep moving."

Gabrielle nodded quickly. "Definitely.” She shiftedt of her Soulmate's embrace.

The warrior grinned and began on her trek agaih @#brielle. "So you like how |
handled the Queens?"

The small woman started to snicker. "Oh yeah. [é@r an you can run the meetings."



"Well I don't think | have them quite shaking irethleather and feathers... yet."
The Queen raised an eyebrow at the warrior. "Cdveémo doubt that you will."
Xena chuckled. "Maybe."

Gabrielle turned her eyes back to the path in theds. She had a grin on her lips.
Her grin spread across her lips more as an idegieshher mind. Her pace picked up
and now Gabrielle walked in front of her Soulma#elying desire to tease her
warrior took control of the small woman.

Xena arched an eyebrow at her friend's back. "GH&?"

With no warning or anything, Gabrielle stopped fadter tracks. She'd dug the heals
of her boots deep in the ground to stable herselvhen Xena rammed into her.

Xena did exactly that and peered down at Gabri&Babrielle?" It was low.

"Oh gods did you see that Xena?" The small watried to keep the teasing tone out
of her voice.

"No... what did | miss?"
"Nothing... I just thought | saw something." The shwedrrior started to walk again.

The watrrior still had her eyebrow raised. Themwéred and a very evil grin took
over her lips. She watched her Soulmate keep pacirtgen she bent her knees.

Gabrielle took another step then stopped, she thiagiawd Xena walking. Turning
around she couldn't find Xena. "Xena?" She searaheghd in the space around, her
arms going against her chest. Her eyes narrowadsasrked came to her. Gabrielle
slowly ambled over to the spot she last knew hedr8ate stood. She found
footprints there and they stopped. Her head droppe#l as she looked straight up to
the trees. "Oh she's good."

The small woman then felt her body tingle. Sheeadiser eyes and honed in on the
feeling, on the direction. Gabrielle pinned poiniteaind quickly dropped down to
grab a sai. She bounced back up with a whirl te the other direction. Her sai left
her hand and went speeding through the air.

Xena instantly reached up to grab her Soulmatethatwas close to embedding into
the tree beside her head. She grinned down at &labfiNot bad. Little slow."

Gabrielle placed her hands on her hips and smitkaaine down here and I'll show
you slow."

The warrior crossed her arms against her chesleanéd against the trunk on the tree
branch. "Come up here and show me."

The small warrior licked her lips. She'd watchedhX@o this jumping and flipping
stuff countless times. Why couldn't she? Hades mdtytry? Gabrielle took a step
back then broke off running. She leapt as she degheetree and hit one branch under
Xena. She bounced off it to back flip and landlo&@ne Xena stood on. Her balance
was shaky.



The warrior quickly stepped forward and grabbedS$mulmate. "Work on the
balancing part."

"Right." Gabrielle chuckled. "Sort of important itih

"A little." Xena held her partner by her leatheltlma her maroon skirt. Without any
warning she suddenly jerked Gabrielle's body ag&iess.

"Hi." Gabrielle sheepishly smiled.
"Hi." The warrior grinned and leaned into take Qereen's lips in a strong kiss.

The younger woman grinned as she pulled back fhenkiss. She then pushed the
other female back a step to be against the tresik.tShe went in for another kiss.
"This is a pleasant walk."

Xena started to laugh in the middle of the kisged&® walk." She moaned in the
middle of the new third kiss. "Not slow."

"Good." Gabrielle ended the third kiss with a gficet's see..." She took a step back
then jumped up to do a back flip and landed neatlthe ground below. She'd bent
down to one knee and looked up to her Soulmate.

The warrior chuckled. "Not bad. But..." Xena jumpguhackwards to let her feet hit
the trunk of the tree. She pushed off the treevegrat soaring through the air
downwards and landed beside her Soulmate staraling t

The Queen grinned as she stood up. "Glad you maltsvn." She was then handed
her sai back. A chuckled and the small warrioriiteskeher sai back in its home. "Now
where were we headed?"

"Come on." The warrior grinned and continued albagtrek. "So where'd you
learned that?"

Gabrielle peered up to her partner. "The flip?"
"Yessss."

"You, where else?"

"But | didn't teach you."

The Queen nodded. "No, | taught myself a secondhagovatched.” She grinned.
"For over four years I've seen you do flips. Yailihk I'd know."

Xena chuckled. "There's a difference between watchnd learning."”
"True, I'm a quick learner."

The warrior looked to the other woman. "Don't sthat."

"What? The, 'Slow learner Xena."

"Yes."



Gabrielle chuckled. "No, I'm the slow learner, fgears." She sighed.
The warrior stepped closer to her Soulmate. "Na,just don't like heights."

"True, heights aren't as bad as they were." Shelthmghed. "Must be 'cause I'm
short."

"Maybe that's it." Xena smiled then peered aheagbéothe gates to the village. They
had pretty much done a loop back around.

The Queen sighed. "AQ mode."
Xena sighed. "AC mode."

Gabrielle laughed and lightly glared up to her part"Amazon Consort mode? Is it
that bad?"

The warrior smirked. "With your Amazons, yes."
"Oh oh, wait if | remember right you're one of mynazons."
"True." A smile now from Xena.

The younger woman smiled back and looked forwahe. Sghed and felt herself go
serious. "Want to turn around and start runningrigphipolis?”

"Yes."

Gabrielle chuckled. "Don't tempt me." She grinri#d.probably get my caste taken
away then." A chuckle escaped her lips.

Xena smiled. "Come on."

The pair walked into the village. The rest of tlag dtrolled by and a long day at that.

~F ok ko

The following two days later kept moving as welh€ly weren't long nor short,
moderate. Most the time Xena and Gabrielle worksabrielle's fighting techniques
for the challenges. And as the candlemarks fadembbyng closer and closer to the
day the challenges would begin Xena became wor8kd.didn't know why she was
worried but she was and there is some reason. ldmg $he noticed was her
Soulmate was slightly slow in her reaction timeriNally Gabrielle reacted in a flash
but something was not quite right with Gabrielfegbting. And she had no idea why
either.

So this led her to ask now as she walked besidpdrérer to their hut after dinner.
"Why are you fighting slow?" It was blunt and pulleut from a blind corner.

The small warrior blinked and furrowed her eyebrasshe looked up to Xena.
"What you mean?"

The warrior sighed. "Gabrielle, I've noticed yoeaction time isn't quite as fast as it
use to be."

The Queen nodded she turned her head to theishsiieaopened the door. "l don't



know." She stepped into the hut to hear Xena dloseoor behind. Gabrielle shifted
to sit at a chair by the table. "Maybe it's becduseven't used a weapon for about a
year."

Xena shook her head. "No that shouldn't affectlangt” She came over to Gabrielle
and bent down to one knee to be eye level withbkst friend. "Is there something
physically going on? | know you're not eating rigither."

The small woman sighed. "I really don't know Xelaybe there is but | feel fine and
| don't feel quite as hungry as | use to."

The warrior's eyes fell. "I'm worried." She looKealck up.

"I know Xena." She smiled sadly. "I'll be fine, pnse. Maybe my body is going
through a short funk."

"Well this is a real bad time for your body to d¢dugh a funk."
Gabrielle chuckled. "Tell me about it." She themtvserious. "I'll be fine."

The older woman slowly let out a deep breath. Hhjust worried about that. But
also about the fact if your body isn't a hundrectget then you can't protect yourself
Gabrielle. Some of those Queens will try to take gat in those challenges... maybe
even Kkill."

"Xena they-"

"Yes they would Gabrielle." Xena was now very sasid'They know your Amazons
support you strongly unlike their own. And they itinevhat position they could gain
by winning these challenges. They may kill youitpdon't underestimate.” A pause.
"Especially Mairead out of all this is her sorttbing."

Gabrielle nodded her head. "I'll just have to bepared.”
The warrior's eyes narrow. "You won't be the omg.6
"Xena wait don't even think-" Another cut off.

"Don't ask me not to Gabrielle. | will stop anybaslljo has any sort of intentions to
kill you." She lifted her right hand to grasp hartper's closes knee. "Don't ask me to
stand aside Gabrielle, please."”

Gabrielle closed her eyes then opened them agéou kKnow what that would mean
Xena? Treason to the Amazons for both of us.”

"I know nor do | care."

Gabrielle smiled to her Soulmate. "Thank you."

Xena smiled back. "Anytime."

The Queen chuckled. "Really? | gotta rememberftrdater.”
"Uh huh." The warrior stood up. "Ready to get s@teep?"

The small woman stood up. "Yeah, I'm beat aftetrait sparring. And tomorrow



Yakut should be here huh?"
"She should."

The Soulmates now went about changing and then thatevay to bed. Curling up
into each other's arms to meet the other in themmscape together.

~*Part 17*~

The sun had rose up with the Soulmates. The panglambled out of their beds and
then out of their hut. The day was cold but clehicl in turn led to the Soulmates
putting their cloaks on to stay warm. They'd eatetme morning followed by sparring
again in the late morning. But midday that's whenftnal Nation arrive, the Far East
Nation of Chin, Yakut.

Xena smiled and took a step forward. "It's goodee you Yakut." She hugged her
Amazon friend.

The small Amazon Queen smiled as she hugged theowaNever thought I'd see
you again Xena." Slowly she released Xena and &ostiep back with the same smile.

"Glad you made it." Xena turned to her right whieee partner stood. "Yakut | want
you to meet my Soulmate, Gabrielle.”

Yakut turned her brown eyes to Gabrielle. "It'sagite finally meet the woman Xena
was searching the ends of the earth for and be¥yond.

The small warrior sadly smiled. "l heard about tfAdank you Yakut for helping
Xena."

The Amazon shook her head. "It is not me whom néeaisking, it is your partner.
For if it was not her whom came to Chin our anaassiteould have never been able to
pass over."

Gabrielle simply nodded. "You'll have to tell matistory sometime. | never got the
details." Her eyes then averted up to Xena.

The warrior grinned. "Never asked."”

The small warrior huffed then responded. "Rightab@Gelle turned her attention back
to Yakut. "My regent and second in command willphgbur Amazons settle in. And
we have a hut for you."

Yukut nodded. "Thank you."

Gabrielle turned around in the middle of the woasdslid the other two women. They
all began to walk into the village.

"So | assume the challenges will begin tomorrow."

Gabrielle nodded at Yakut. "They will... and | beketonight we'll have a meeting
with the Queens." She peered up to her partnettiqnably.

Xena nodded in agreement.



"Was your trip safe?" The small warrior turned agention to the Far East Queen.
Yakut nodded. "Yes it was and your messengers greis."

"Have things settled for you Yakut?" The warrioenhturned her head to gaze at her
Amazon friend.

Yakut smiled. "Things have settled since you lefit The Nation has become
stronger since as well as more Amazons with us."

Gabrielle furrowed her eyebrows at the other Qué&daw | heard your Amazons do
not believe in Artemis."

"I'm afraid not Gabrielle. Ever since my Nation lzasne to Chin we have believed in
more a spiritual existence. That is the way of Glunt was integrated into our
ancestors so long ago and ever since."

The small warrior's head bobbed up and down. "Sewedy interesting. | would love
to learn of this."

Yakut smiled. "l believe that the spiritual partroy Nation is what has kept us alive
and together since we first migrated to Chin. Wiehaeen quite lucky. | would be
honored to show you anything of our culture.”

"l would. | know most of the Greek Nations are alltbut none are like the Chin
Amazons."

Yakut nodded her head with a sigh. "Yes we're qiifferent.”

Gabrielle nodded once then glanced ahead to sdrittier Yakut. She led the
Amazon there and let her inside. Afterwards Xerch@abrielle went to search out
Ephiny.

~F ok Kh

Xena's eyes narrowed and she walked away fromdbetd stand where her partner
sat at the head of the long wood table. "Everyhsdhere."

Gabrielle nodded and then slowly stood up fromdeat. Standing to her right was
her regent. "Silence."

All nine of the Queens in the council room felksit at hearing Gabrielle's hard voice.
They turned their attention to Gabrielle.

Gabrielle smiled. "Now then, as we all know, we lagee for the same reasons.
Tomorrow will begin the challenges between theAeamazon Nation Queens. We are
not sure how long this will take exactly but betweetime span of three to six days.
Hopefully we can get this done and quickly as wevknvinter will set in soon." She
paused for a moment noticing she still held evedytsoattention. "After the
challenges and we find out whom will be the Queiealldhe Amazons then the
Nations are expected to stay. After these chalketige Queen will need to figure out
how to rule this new Nation but that is later ohtie small warrior leaned forward
with her hands on the table. "We all know the ndnmakes for a challenge, they've
been changed for this time."



Now there was a commotion of murmurs and whispers.

Gabrielle let it go on for a few seconds then giake loudly. "Are there any
problems with this?"

All the Queens looked to Gabrielle but it was Quikaread that had something to
say. "What sort of changes?"

The small warrior grinned and responded. "A feweQronsorts and champions may
no be allowed to fight in the challenges. | beliévat to be quite unfair. Second rule
is the Queens are to personally choose their ovapare Then the third final rule is
nobody may kill their opponent in these challendge¢hat agreed upon by all?"

Most of the Queens nodded at that but not all.

Parvulus spoke up. "Why not at least consorts? Bheyonsidered our other
halves." Now there was a din of agreement in tleerdt would be Parvulus to ask
since she had a consort.

Gabrielle grinned evilly. "Consorts huh?" She stapdrom leaning forward on the
table. "Well that'll be fine with me. Would you &le to meet my consort?" The
small warrior turned her attention to Xena. "Xeha Warrior Princess."

Xena almost wanted to laugh at her Soulmate's w@dbrielle gets her way. So the
warrior went with it, crossing her arms against ¢tegst and letting her eyes go cold.

There were a few clearing of the throats and clasckl

Queen Parvulus of the Northwest Nation shook had lvgth a sheepish smile.
"Maybe not consorts either."”

Gabrielle grinned and turned her sights back tddbeens. "That was my figuring
too." She now brought her arms against her ch8state the three rules agreed
upon?"

All the Queens of the nine Nations nodded theidkea

Yakut though decided to cut in. "What about the poes? Is there a limit on how
many?"

Gabrielle nodded. "True. | believe one major weagbchoice would be fine and a
dagger, something small."

Again the Queens nodded their heads.
The small warrior turned her head to her regenbuiMurn.”

Ephiny grinned and looked to all the Queens. "l d the person in charge of the
challenges. | will be keeping track of who has wlost, and who fights whom at what
points. Tomorrow all of us are expected to comihéotwo sparring fields at the camp
by early morning. Then | will set each of you ughwyour challenger and the
challenges will go on till the afternoon. Is tharproblem with this?"

Everybody shook their heads.



Gabrielle's regent smiled. "Great."
The small warrior though gave her attention to XéAaything you'd like to say?"

The warrior grinned and glanced back to the ninegps with a serious face. "Keep

in mind all of you the purpose behind these chgksn This is not for revenge or past
arguments and if you think it is then get it outyotir head right now. | know | am not
here to screw around with something petty as Ta&se challenges are serious and so
is the dream of bringing the Nations together. Rater what is at risk here." She
turned her head to Gabrielle and nodded lightly.

Gabrielle looked to the Queens. "That is all weehevsay. If anybody else as
anything to speak about then so do it now." Sha@adwaiting for any voices to arise
but none came. "Great, this meeting is over. Evaylget plenty to eat and rest for
tomorrow's challenges. Good luck." She smiled.

The Queens of the different Nations slowly shuffbed of the hut into the late
afternoon. Each going about to do varies things.

After the last Queen left Gabrielle sighed. "Heeego."
The regent turned to her friend. "You're doing vegdibrielle."
"Thanks Eph. Just hope this works out as planned.”

"It will." Ephiny smiled. "You'll see." A sigh. "have to run. I'll catch up with you
both later." The regent looked up to Xena and ginile

The warrior nodded. "See you Eph."

The Amazon shifted to the door. "Bye Xena and Galet!'
Gabrielle smiled to her friend. "Bye Eph and thahks
Ephiny smiled then went out the door quickly.

"You sure you don't want the consorts fighting?"

The small woman chuckled at her Soulmate. "Yeady §eemed to like that huh?"
Gabrielle peered up to her best friend.

Xena grinned. "They liked it up till they found wioyour consort is."
"Yeah | know, | don't understand that one Xena.8 Queen started to chuckle.
The watrrior still had her grin. "Uh huh."

The young woman sighed again and shifted from stgrnaehind the table to the
other side of her partner. "So what's our plan nfow?

Xena shrugged her shoulders. "What you feel likegido We should do some more
sparring.”

"Oh gods, you gotta be kidding me Xena." Gabrietier fell into the taller woman's
side. "I've been sparrized."



The warrior grinned. "Sorry." She grasped her fillersides and pulled her into her
arms. "But you do need to prepare."

The Amazon Queen let out her breath slowly. "I kid8he leaned more into Xena
and closed her eyes.

The older woman lowered her head to let her cheekla against Gabrielle's. "How
about a compromise?"

"What's that?"

"We'll do a little sparring for a candlemark ordeken we'll get an early dinner."
Gabrielle grinned. "What about the evening?"

"We'll have some... time together in our hut... alone."

The small woman chuckled in her Soulmate's armge'lthe compromise.”

"I figured you would." Xena lightly let her lips lish against her partner's neck.
The small warrior shivered in reaction. "Xen?"

"Mmm?"

"l love you."

The warrior grinned and lifted her head, she céisefurned her Soulmate around. "
love Gabrielle." She slowly ducked down to kiss fete lovingly.

They slowly pulled back as if in a dream. The Saths then left the hut to go to the
sparring fields to practice yet again. The evemiaige and the Soulmate went. Went
to their hut to be together before things becana@tt for the next few days. The
days of the challenges that would shape the newzamalation.

Part 6
Section 6
~*Part 18*~

Quickly she ducked as a sword breezed by her l&sthen jumped back and spun
her sais in her hands and a grin crossed hemigst to follow were a number of

rapid attacks with the butt end of her sais stgkier opponent on the sides and arms.
Then she pulled back with her same grin and shelsawaffect she had on her
opponent. Her opponent was scared and only cifeeadhot attacking.

Yes this was just perfect for this small woman.sT¢hiallenge she was winning it and
it would only build her confidence for later chalfges. That is something one of the
onlookers off to the side of the challenge thowagit knew from experience. That
onlooker had to grin herself and cross her armgagher chest and continue to
observe the fight going on.

Gabrielle flipped her right sai out to let her oppat's sword get caught up in the
forks of her sai. Then with her left sai the smaiman attacked her opponent in the



stomach with three good blows. The opponent steppekl coughing. Gabrielle
grinned and quickly ran towards her opponent aoppsd once close enough to do a
fast round house kick at her opponent. Her oppowent flying hard onto their back
with a large groan, their sword rolled out of thesnd into the dust of the sparring
field. Gabrielle's opponent? Queen Parvulus. Qiraarulus of the Northwest Nation
defeated by Queen Gabrielle of the Central Nation.

Slowly Queen Parvulus stood up and gazed at Gbridlice fight."

Gabrielle smiled. "Thanks, you did well." She themnt down to sheath her sais on the
sides of her boots. Then reaching forward she cieitethe Northwest Queen's sword
and stood up. Neatly she handed the sword badietQueen.

Parvulus took her sword back and easily sheath&d/ell I'd say I'd done better if I'd
won." She grinned.

The small warrior chuckled. "It happens.” She theach forward, holding her right
hand out.

Queen Parvulus took the offered hand and shooklbesmd her head.

They released each other's hands and walked o$jpidueing field. Parvulus went one
way while Gabrielle went another way.

"Good job."

Gabrielle smiled as she lifted her head up to loedr8ate. "Thanks." She then sighed.
"One down eight to go."

The warrior grinned. "Don't worry."

Ephiny then came ambling up beside the pair imiidglle of the small crowd of
Amazons. "Gabrielle?"

The Queen turned her head to her regent. "Yeah?"

"You have about... a candlemark till your next chadje.” The regent then gazed up
from the scroll she was holding. She then smil&hdd job against Parvulus.”

Gabrielle smiled. "Thanks." She then sighed. "Tieegbing lunch right now right?"

The regent nodded. "Yeah, go get something taBeateat lightly for your next
challenge.”

The small warrior grinned. "Yes mom."

"Now don't start that AQ." Ephiny then rolled herdl up and held it in her right
hand with her quill. She shook it at Gabrielle. fdde late and your challenge is on
this sparring field again.”

Gabrielle chuckled. "Yes Ma'am."
The regent sighed and stomped off.

The Queen chuckled and glanced back up to Xenau Wimgry?"



Xena shrugged her shoulders. "I could go for somgthShe smiled. "Come on."

The Soulmates trekked out of the Amazon Camp amd into the village. They
entered into the dinning hut and collected some tocsit down at a table together
and alone.

Gabrielle lifted her eyes from her food to XenaoUvthink I'm still reacting slow?"

The warrior sighed as she considered the questidier partner's fighting earlier.
"Yes."

The Queen nodded sadly and stared down at herdfdwlit. "Am | faster or slower
then last time?"

"About the same."

The small woman sighed. "What you think it is?"

Xena looked up from her plate of food. "You're aating properly."

Gabrielle arched an eyebrow. "Xena, I'm eatingwl lod fruit. How could it be that?"

"You maybe eating health but doesn't mean youtiageproperly.” The warrior
studied the fruit. "You get your vitamins and adidsn the fruit." She then gazed up
to Gabrielle. "But you need protein and fiber... nmalg... anything to give you
energy."”

The Queen knitted her eyebrows together. "But bédhe fruits, vegetables, meats,
and other stuff.”

"Gabirielle it isn't a question of what right nows la question of how much.” The
warrior locked eyes with her best friend knowing'dicaught Gabrielle on that one.

The young woman looked up to lock eyes and felingrso her eyes lowered. "l don't
know what it is."”

Xena still studied her partner as she thought. likot emotional?"

Quickly the small warrior lifted her head back Udo, it's... it's not like I'm sitting
here thinking that | need to lose weight or anygtirshe sighed.

"Physical?"

Gabrielle shook her head. "l don't feel odd." Saesed. "And | don't even feel like
I'm slow when | fight."

The warrior nodded. "And you never feel hungry da’¥"

The Amazon Queen shook her head. "Not like | us#rtee... well since we've came
here." She gazed down at the fruit then back upedavarrior. "Not stress either."

"Mmm, it's something physical then." Xena stareeat again. "If it is physical it'll
makes itself apparent soon."

Gabirielle huffed. "Great."



Xena's left hand quickly came up to the table &athed across to Gabrielle's left
hand that was grasping her bowl. She locked ey#s®abrielle again. "You'll be fine
okay?" The young woman nodded and Xena smiled.ntithing too big | think." She
squeezed her Soulmate's hand. Slowly she pulleddret away but let her finger tips
turn Gabrielle's engagement and wedding ring tlegrhbnd came back to her own
side.

Gabrielle chuckled in reaction and gazed downearithgs for a moment. Both rings
sparkled and twinkled up to her with happiness.akm smile creased the woman's
lips as she lifted her head back to Xena. "Sorrkndw | was a little snippy there."

The older woman nodded. "Same here. I'm just web@i@out this."
"I know." The small warrior smiled. "Thanks for kiag after me."

Xena smiled warmly. "Always." She then went serid@&peaking of which, lets go to
the hut real fast."

Gabrielle nodded and stood up simultaneously wigha The pair rid themselves of
their plates and food then trekked to the hut togretOnce inside the warrior went
milling through the saddlebags and found what sag oking for. Gabrielle stood
off to the side watching in wonderment.

Xena stood up and walked over to Gabrielle. She bet her hands to her Soulmate.
"Extra protection, can't forget."

The younger woman glanced down into the other wdsrteands to see her silver
dagger with the interrogate ivy design in its she@abrielle looked back up.
"Xena.... I don't... none of the Queens will try tol kile."

The warrior's left hand came up to grasp her pdsteisest shoulder tightly. Her
cobalt eyes were serious. "Gabrielle I'm not takisgs." She paused as she collected
her thoughts. "Listen, | don't give a damn aboybady here as much as | do for you.
When it comes right down to it, it is only you tmaatters. It is only us that matters. |
am asking you not to take the risk of letting thQaeeens possibly hurt you badly let
alone kill you. Don't ask me to let you take thakr' She sadly smiled. "You're the
one thing | will keep to myself. Please don't ergaryour life so that | maybe left
alone."

Gabrielle studied her Soulmate's brilliant bluessyhe considered Xena's words
which seem to warm her being. Then a sad smilesetbker lips as a few tears
streaked down her cheeks. "Don't you ever endamgetrlife so that you maybe killed
and leave me behind. | want to spend as many se@sbcan with you in this life
Xena. You are mine and | am not about to let angtlor anybody take you."

Xena sadly smiled as well, she ducked down to phagentle loving kiss to
Gabrielle's lips. In the middle of the kiss Galleedtarted to cry. Xena pulled away
and placed a kiss to her Soulmate's cheek theadph#r into her arms. The
Soulmates held each other tightly and let a fewst&ail down their cheeks.

Another step taken together in their journey.

Gabrielle placed a gentle kiss on the left sideasfSoulmate's chest then lifted her



head. "We need to get down to the sparring fields."

The warrior nodded and carefully released her parthis she brought her arms back
to her side she lifted her right hand with the aagg

The smaller woman nodded and lifted her left arm.

Xena placed the dagger and sheath at Gabriellpr Ugfit arm so that her black arm-
bracelet was at the middle of the dagger. Xena tileelnt in place with the strings
attached to the sheath. "Thank you."

The small warrior turned her head away from thegdagn her arm to her partner.
"I'l do anything for you Xena. Just ask." She sdilvarmly.

Xena smiled back. "Thank you. Ask anything of md #is yours." She leaned down
to place a kiss to her partner's forehead therghtemed back up.

Gabrielle turned to the door. "Does that includessages?" She grasped the door
handle as she felt a grin take her lips.

The warrior chuckled. "Oh definitely."

"Good." The Queen opened the door and steppedidutke you up on that one
later."

Xena close the door behind and lowered her hea® ¢toGabrielle's before moving.
"Do that.” She rose up again and started walking.

Gabrielle grinned to herself and jogged up to fetrer's side then ambled along
beside Xena.

~F kK

Late afternoon came for the Central Amazon Natimha@so came the end of the
challenges for the day. Ephiny smiled to herseBlas studied down at her scroll with
the list of challenges, who won, and who lost.

Aureus South Nation ~ Won agaiZsthralost toMairead

Wins: One Losses: One

Mairead Southeast Nation ~ Won agaiiateusAWon againsZahra
Wins: Two Losses: None

Zahra Southwest Nation ~ LostAareus/Lost toMairead

Wins: None Losses: Two

Laetus North Nation ~ Lost tdyx/Lost toParvulus
Wins: None Losses: Two

Parvulus Northwest Nation ~ Won agaihaetuslost againsGabrielle



Wins: One Losses: One
Nyx Northeast Tribe Nation ~ Won agaithstetus¥Von againsGloria

Wins: Two Losses: None

Caitriona West Tribe Nation ~ Won agaibria/ Won against akut
Wins: Two Losses: None

Gloria East Tribe Nation ~ Lost agair@saitriona/ Lost toNyx

Wins: None Losses Two

Yakut Far East Nation ~ Lost @aitrionalost toGabrielle

Wins: None Losses: Two

Gabrielle Central Nation ~ Won agaif&rvulusiVon againstyakut
Wins: Two Losses: None

The regent lifted her head from the scroll afteming down the results then saw her
Queen coming towards her.

Gabrielle smiled and came up to her friend's sidew things looking?"
"Pretty good." Ephiny handed over the scroll.

The Amazon Queen studied the results with her beabing up and down in
agreement. She then raised her head to Ephinyk¥.ike Mairead is going to do
well."

The regent nodded. "Afraid so. So is Caitriona isgd."

Gabirielle sighed at hearing the name Nyx. "Wilght either three of them
tomorrow?"

Ephiny nodded. "Yeah probably Nyx."

The small warrior then grinned. "l can't wait."

The Amazon arched an eyebrow. "And why?"
"Because Queen Nyx pushed one of Gabrielle's kaitton

Both Ephiny and Gabrielle turned their heads tdeffteto see Xena standing there
with a grin.

The regent chuckled and gazed back to her Queérrgtt about that. Still upset?"
The Queen gave a fake angry smile. "Oh yeah."

Xena chuckled and shifted by her Soulmate's siakit commented to me you're a



honorable fighter."
Gabrielle gazed up to her partner. "Really?"

The warrior nodded with a respectful smile. "Yugéna then gazed down at the
scroll in Gabrielle's hands and read the resultsedls As soon as she saw Mairead's
wins her eyes narrowed then continued down the list

The small warrior though gazed up to Ephiny witria.

The regent winked with a grin then she went serious

Gabirielle also went serious and turned her headrsvXena. "Good results huh?"
Xena raised her head and looked to her partnereralweah."

The small woman arched an eyebrow at her Soulrit@terall?"

The warrior nodded.

The regent gazed up to the warrior. "One of thesulte you don't like Xena?"
Xena raised an eyebrow at the Amazon.

Gabrielle grinned. "Mairead?"

"Yesss." The warrior then turned her head to hedr8ate.

Gabrielle chuckled. "I'll be able to handle herieShen rolled up the scroll as she
spoke. "Don't worry, I'll wipe the sparring fieldsd all of them."

Xena's raised eyebrow only went higher as she gdnt know."
The small warrior grinned and handed Ephiny thelsower.

The regent took the scroll back and gazed at lends. "l better go. I'll see you both
at dinner."”

Gabrielle nodded. "See you Eph."

"Bye Gabrielle." Ephiny then raised her head to XeéBye Xena."
The warrior smiled. "Bye Eph."

The regent smiled back and then shuffled off tadhiato the village.
Gabrielle turned to her partner. "Not a bad day."

Xena nodded. "Wasn't." Her eyes then focused beBatatielle to lock on somebody
else on the sparring field. Her eyes then narroastébe person.

Gabrielle quickly saw this and asked in a quietgol'What's wrong?"
"Mairead." Her voice was quiet but light in wondemm. "She's watching us."

The small warrior grinned. "How 'bout | walk ovéete and tell her to draw a picture
‘cause it'll last longer."



Xena grinned and glanced back down to her Soulrfagsl."

The younger woman chuckled. "Just trying to getryaitention back to me."
"You did." Her eyes lifted back up to Mairead.

"Xena don't worry about her."

The warrior didn't respond, she locked eyes withr&&a and she let her eyes go bitter
cold while narrowing. She then gave the Southease® an evil smile then Xena
lifted her hands to Gabrielle's sides to lowerhead down to her Soulmate again.
Out of the corner of her eye she saw Mairead sifflia a huff.

Gabrielle raised an eyebrow in question.

The older woman grinned. "She's gone."

"And you called me the bad one."

The warrior chuckled. "Just protecting my otheif.hal

Gabrielle smiled. "Thanks." She then grasped Xargtis arm. "Let's go."
Xena nodded and released her partner. "Still fieelthat massage?"

Slowly the Queen took two steps then stopped totwher Soulmate with a grin. "If
you're offering."

"Definitely." The warrior smirked back and broudtar right hand up to Gabrielle's
back. "Come on."

They started walking towards the gates into thiagd. It was late afternoon now,
around a candlemark till dusk. Gabrielle overalbwiged but not exceedingly. Xena
though was a bit energetic having done nothinghaith her Soulmate fight in the
two challenges. Right now though, they were enggeinto their hut.

Gabrielle went in first and stared at the bed agldesl, feeling her body drained.

The warrior closed the door and came up behingh&ener. She slipped both her
arms around the other female's waist and pullednhétena lowered her head down
close to Gabrielle's. "How you feel?"

"Tired some."

Xena nodded. "l figured." She rubbed her cheekrnsg&abrielle's. "Lay down and I'll
take care of you." She then lifted her hands toSmrmate's left arm to remove the
dagger and sheath.

The younger woman smiled. "l love the sound of.tHake felt her Soulmate release
her and Gabrielle padded over to the end of theabedifted one boot at a time to
unlace her boots. She let them fall to the groumatithen she crawled into her bed.

Xena laid her sword down by her chakram and Gdesedlagger then turned towards
Gabrielle. She chuckled and strolled over to hetnga.



Gabrielle gazed up to her warrior with a smilelas Isly on her back in the dead
center of the bed.

The warrior smiled back and sat on the side ob#ek She lifted her hands to each of
the small warrior's shoulders. For a second Xeamdiexti her friend's left shoulder
seeing the wound almost gone. All that was realiywas a bit of a red spot where
the raider's sword had cut through the skin.

The Queen followed her Soulmate's gazed and stdléecemains of the wound as
well. "Almost gone."

Xena nodded. "Thankfully it won't scar." She smigdtér saying that.
Gabrielle turned her head back to Xena and smie#.d'Let me see your left hand.”

At first the Warrior Princess didn't do anythinghesitation but she held her hand out
to Gabrielle, palm showing.

The small woman's fingertips grazed across thargealt in the warrior's palm. "It
looks better."

Xena nodded as she stared at the cut she'd matkr tiand. Her mind began to
imagine if she'd cut her wrist what would have reapgal.

Gabrielle gazed up from her Soulmate's hand toystudty blue eyes. At that point
she figured out why Xena's eyes were misty ancaenGabrielle sad. "l don't know
where I'd be if you'd done that.”

The warrior's eyes quickly focused on the other wonil'm sorry.” A quiet response.

Rapidly Gabrielle laced her right hand with the maats left hand. "Don't be. |
know... you were hurting. It's in the past.” She swohisadly.

Xena smiled sadly back. "l love you."
Gabrielle's smile went warm. "l love you too Xena."

Xena then leaned down to hug her Soulmate. Gabaglickly wrapped her arms
around her Soulmate tightly. Gabrielle placed dlgdass to her Soulmate's cheek.

The warrior smiled. "Thanks."

"Anytime." Gabrielle let a smile take control ag &hifted her hands to her stomach.
Xena then grinned. "Now then, how about that mas3ag

The small warrior chuckled. "Oh yeah."

The older woman kept her grin and moved her hagdmao her partner's shoulders.
She then carefully began to massage the Queenlfdsh® "Close your eyes and
relax."

The small woman did as she was told. She couldheepartner's strong hands work
her muscles. It relaxed her mind and body. It wastessarily the massage but the
fact it was Xena's touch and that it was Xena here.



Xena kept studying her Soulmate's body as she wdrke muscles. She began to
notice Gabrielle's breathing becoming a little kivaér by each passing second. She
herself was starting to feel a little tired for re@l reason. But now she shifted her
hands to her partner's right arm working the msafgand down her length. She
repeated that same process on Gabrielle's left arm.

The small warrior could feel her reserves slipmhg wanted to stay awake for some
reason. Yet she knew Xena wanted her to sleepestesgo. Nor did she let herself
think about anything.

The warrior brought her hands down to Gabriellelssaround her waist area. She
massaged the Queen's sides and under her baeklitilet After that Xena came
farther down to the small warrior's upper legs timghs. She glanced back up to the
small woman's face to see her expression relaxechiest rising very gradually.

Gabrielle is asleep.

Xena smiled to herself and turned her attentiork ba¢he massaging. She came
down to Gabrielle's calves and ankles. After daivad the warrior stopped and leaned
down close to Gabrielle and placed a light kissdpSoulmate's forehead.

Xena then carefully rose from the bed and wenittm ®ne of the seats. She leaned
back into the seat with a sigh. Now an exhaustelinig took her as she relaxed in the
wood chair. Closing her eyes she began to musthbuhusing seemed to only make
her more tired and it eventually knocked her out.

Dusk was nearing and so would dinner for them. Tine& passed on for the
Soulmates as they slept and their dream came &mgeth

"I still can't believe you fell asleep."
Xena grinned. "I'm getting old."

Gabrielle chuckled as she walked along in the graskl beside her partner. "Right"
She then gazed up to her Soulmate. "That was & meesssage."

Xena looked down to her Soulmate. "Good." Shedifter head again to see that the
end of the grassy field came to a cliff. The abifferlooking a sea.

Gabrielle gazed ahead at the scene. "That's belUutif

"It is." Xena then grinned down at her partnertlas lsept ambling along towards the
cliff's edge. "I'd just like to know whose ideast"

"Yours." Gabrielle smirked.
"How you figure? You're the one that enjoys gooehsey."

Gabrielle nodded her head. "True." She then shaibge shoulders. "But you love
the waters."

Xena smiled as she came to the cliff's edge ampstbto stare over the twinkling
blue sea. "l do."

"I don't understand how you miss being on shipsaXe8he shook her head. "All you



do is bob up and down in the water."
Xena chuckled. "You don't like being on water '@&uysu get sick.”

"Hey." Gabrielle instantly looked up to her parti#m getting better with it." She
grinned.

Gabrielle's Soulmate nodded and glanced down td'¥ieu are." Xena smiled.

Gabrielle smiled back and reached for her Soulma@\d and their hands interlaced.
They both then gazed back over the sea. Thenta ligeze picked up to brush their
hair back slightly.

Xena then mumbled, "The breeze is your idea."

Gabrielle laughed. "You caught me." She squeeze&bg/mate's hand then smiled
to herself.

The Soulmates continued to stare over the sea.Nivigtthe sun's light twinkle and
sparkle off as the waves gently hit the beach é&ww the cliff. Neither said anything,
didn't need to.

Xena slowly let her breath out. "We should get up."”
Gabrielle nodded as she stared out at the sake'itlhere though."

"I know." Xena turned her head to her Soulmate.t'Be need to keep entertaining
the Amazons."

A chuckle. "You're right." Gabrielle turned her lyad Xena. "Let's go."

Xena turned away from the scenery to face her Sateinshe smiled and wrapped her
arms around her Soulmate's body. "Nice place, Walle to remember it." She
lowered her head close to Gabrielle's.

"l second that." Gabrielle smiled.

"Good." Xena then leaned down closer. "See yoleth&he closed her eyes and
locked lips with her Soulmate in a sound kiss.

Gabrielle was deep into the kiss then she felSwedimate disappear from her grasp,
her arms falling back to her side. She still kegat dyes closed letting the wind blow
on her for a few moments, taking it in. Listeninghe sound of the beating waves, it
was calming her soul.

"Gabrielle." It came out in a whisper in the wifiGabrielle."

The Amazon Queen felt warm lips touch hers for av@at then move back. Slowly
Gabrielle opened her eyes again to find crystas klyes twinkling down at her. The
small warrior smiled at her warrior.

Xena smiled back and brushed back some of her svaalior's short hair. Her other
hand resting on the bed as she stayed bent doametinee beside Gabrielle. "Glad
you decided to wake up."



The Queen chuckled. "Sorry, it was just so peaceful

The Warrior Princess smiled. "I know." She bentwiard again to capture Gabrielle's
lips. Xena lifted her head back up at the end eflilss. "Its dark."

The small warrior nodded. "We better go huh?"
Xena nodded. "Yup." Slowly she stood up.

The Amazon Queen stood up and hopped out of theStexlwalked to the foot of the
bed to put her boots on. Xena though went to thie @and put her chakram in place
and hook her sword on her back.

Gabrielle laced her last boot and repositionedshées. She turned to her warrior. "You
really fell asleep in the chair?"

The older woman turned around to Gabrielle. "Yeah."
The small female crossed her arms against her.chesinder why?"

"You." Xena then grinned and stepped up to hempart'You're sleepy then | am.
You're hungry,  am. You're in pain, | am. You'eppy, | am." Xena lowered her
head down close to Gabrielle's.

Gabrielle grinned. "You are then | am too." Sheatthed. "Just don't get into a bad
mood Xena."

The warrior arched an eyebrow. "Me? Gabrielle who-"

"You do." The small warrior then quickly moved teetdoor. "You know you do
Xena." She had her left hand up pointing a fingetena. "Admit it." The door
opened and she was halfway outside into the night.

"Oh no you don't." In a flash Xena was near hetrarand grabbing her by the
stomach to pull back into the hut. She slammeditdwe shut behind with her free
hand.

The Queen struggled against her Soulmate but khewvsuldn't get anywhere.
"Xena... Xena."

The taller woman quickly swung Gabrielle acrossrtheam so that she landed onto the
bed sitting. Xena then placed her hands roughlyrdomto the small woman's thighs
pinning her down on the bed with Gabrielle's legsro She grinned tigerishly. "Who
has a worse temper?"

"Xena... don't-"
"Gabrielle." The watrrior lifted her right knee to getween her partner's legs. "Who?"
The small warrior grinned sheepishly. "Not me."

"Mmm." Xena pressed her right knee more up ag&sadtrielle. "Are you sure?" She
leaned in close to Gabrielle, letting her lips carlose to Gabrielle's.

"Gods..." Her emerald eyes closed tightly.



Xena grinned and pressed her knee hardier int&bgimate's center and then lightly
brushed her lips against Gabrielle's. "Who?" It eaut in a purr.

"Sweet mother of Zeus! Alright, | have a worse temipThe small woman then
groaned.

The warrior grinned. "Thank you." She pulled heed&iack then started to rise up
while pulling her head away.

The Queen's eyes flew open sparkling. "Xena."eas a growl. She quickly
grasped the warrior's wrists with both hands arteg@iner back down sharply.
Gabrielle grinned when her Soulmate's face cansecho hers. "l don't think so.”
She quickly leaned in to take the warrior's lipsiirough kiss. Her hands went to her
Soulmate's straps and pulled her back. They bott faing back into the bed still
kissing.

Xena then started chuckling in the middle of theski

It seemed to catch for Gabrielle started to laugh ter and the kiss ended.
The warrior dropped her head into her partner'silsleo with a sigh. "Later."
"Count on it." Gabrielle wrapped her arms aroundiaand hugged her.

Xena really couldn't hug her back, her hands warthe bed holding herself up from
falling into the Queen. So instead she placed athissabrielle's neck then stood up.
"Come on." She held her hand down to her partner.

Gabrielle took the offered hand and was hauledbupet feet. She then went to the
door and opened it. Stepping out into the nightvsaked for Xena.

The warrior came out closing the door behind aegsd up to her Queen's side.
The small warrior smiled up to her partner andtstato walk.

They headed directly to the Amazon Camp where skeeyed the food now. It was
rather cool out tonight but the Soulmates seemetmotice for they kept each other
warm by staying near.

The dinner was rather long. Everybody hustled argdléd about eating and talking
and some drinking. The Soulmates met up with Aneaaied her sister, all of them
deciding to eat together so they could catch up. dritire time the Soulmates were
chuckling and teasing each other like a pair o kAhd Amarice had an amused
smile at seeing this. Rodhiya on the other hand'dishow what to make of it.
Relatively near the end of dinner the regent arldrEshowed up and joined in. They
to watched the Soulmates teasing each other winighneade them grin to each other.

"Xena | still have yet to understand why."

Amarice raised an eyebrow at Gabrielle after sfigaken. "You mean she used the
frying pan for a weapon?"

Gabrielle whipped her head to look at Amarice. "Y&he sighed. "And you know
Xena has so many moves to use on these men. Yaasdkieher head turned to Xena.



"To use my frying pan."

Xena gazed down at her partner with a grin. "l tad | like to be creative."
"And | like to cook."

The warrior chuckled. "Hey | still caught us fishthe stream.”

The Queen raised her eyebrow. "Yeah well it wasmsning up stream all day."
Xena chuckled. "That's ‘cause you wanted eel."

The small warrior shivered at just the word. "lehael now."

Ephiny turned her head to Solari. The second innsand gazed at the regent. Ephiny
winked at the other Amazon then turned her heall tsathe Soulmates. "So what
happened that day anyway?" Ephiny crossed her afrthe table.

Gabrielle chuckled and grinned. "Howard is whatgeaped."
"Gabrielle." Xena's voice was deep.

The Queen looked up to her partner. "Xena he wabdist part.”
The warrior narrowed her eyes as she grinned. t2een."
Rodhiya grinned at this. "What was up with this ¢loward?"

Gabrielle quickly looked at the Amazon. "Well yaeeshe had this real bad hang up
on Xena."

Everybody at the table but Xena started to chudkde. Warrior Princess sighed.

The small warrior then smiled. "The best part wasveird would keep denying that
Xena didn't love him." Gabrielle peered up at hatiper. "Remember that talk we
both had with him?"

"Gods how could | forget?" The warrior chuckled amdok her head. She then gazed
back to the others at the table. "l couldn't get hivay from me. So I..." Xena looked
down to Gabrielle. "Improvised."

The Queen started to chuckle. "Don't look at meaXéhad nothing to do with that
one."

Solari grinned. "What happened?"

Xena turned her head back. "Well at the time Hoviead a girlfriend named Minya.
Ssso | told her how to win him back."

Ephiny now grinned. "I bet this is interesting."

The warrior chuckled. "To say the least. Near the @& our day Minya came around
the corner after taking my... advice. She was dressbtbwn leathers and had my
whip, cracking it."

"Cracking it to say the least." Gabrielle mumbledtt



All the Amazons at the table started to chuckldwgitins.

The Queen grinned to everybody. "As you all carsgubat was just another day in a
life."

Ephiny grinned. "That was an easy day huh?"

Gabrielle sighed. "To say the least." She thenddakp to her warrior with a smile.
Xena smiled down at the partner.

The Queen gave her a look and shifted her rightddgt Xena's leg.

The warrior quickly looked back to the group of Amoas. "I think we'll retire out of
here."

Ephiny smirked. "I hear you Xena. Have to get seieep huh?"

Xena slowly turned her head towards the regenttisegrinned very devilishly.
"Yesss, Gabrielle and | havesteep togetheotherwise we won't fall asleep. You and
Solari know that."

Immediately the regent started to blush and shgleedi "Yeah | know what you
mean Xena. Being alone in a hut sort of... eerie."

The warrior nodded. "Right." She then stood up v@#brielle. "Goodnight
everybody."

Everybody called back to say goodnight.

Gabrielle then smiled to her Amazons. "Night. Slegl everybody." She then gazed
directly at Ephiny. "And | hope you get enough plé&he grinned then quickly
turned on her heals to walk off.

Xena chuckled and ambled off with her partner.

The warrior and smaller warrior walked to the \gbaand directly into the hut.
Gabrielle flopped down on the end of the bed aodisitook her boots off.

Xena did the same by the table and also took haperes and armor off. She then
slowly walked over to Gabrielle. "I think your Amazs believe us to be crazy."

Gabirielle chuckled. "Let them." She smiled. "l halld need."

The warrior smiled. "Mmm | know." She then wentigsaes. "Eph told me you'll have
three maybe four challenges tomorrow."

The Queen nodded. "Yeah."

"Come here, | wanted you to do something with me."

The small woman raised an eyebrow as she stoodat'suhat?"

"Something to help your back for tomorrow." Xenaka step back from the bed.

Gabrielle followed her example. "That's true, mglowill probably hurt some from



all the fighting."
The warrior nodded. "That's what | figured." Shgdawn on the floor.

The younger woman followed her example and laitherfloor beside Xena. "What
now?"

Xena turned her head to the right at her SoulniBrep her feet up onto the end of
the bed." She did what she told and placed hemiget

Gabrielle did the same and quickly felt a hint afrpin her back, but the sort of pain
that felt good. "Wow."

The warrior chuckled. "Feels good huh?"
"Yeah." The small woman then moved her hands torgier her head.

"Don't do that." The warrior turned her head to 8eulmate. "Put your hands under
your neck but not your head."

The Queen shifted her hands farther down. "Whgg?th
"Because you want to keep all of your spine stitalgh

Gabrielle turned her head back to stare up atehimg. "Makes sense." Her eyes
drifted shut.

Xena also closed her eyes and crossed her rigltvimgher left.
"Xen?"

"Mmm?"

"You think we can go south sometime?"

The warrior thought about that for a moment. "Whsyeth? Egypt?"
"Yeah." Gabrielle considered. "I'd love to go thére

Xena grinned. "I think | can arrange that."

The small woman opened her eyes to turn her heddra. "Really?"

The older woman lifted her eyes and gazed at h#éngra "Why not?" She smiled.
"You'd love Egypt."

"Gods I'd die to go." The Queen smiled. "I heaslanother world and sort of
mysterious."

Xena's lips now shaped into a smile. "It is. Veiffedent culture and magical."
Gabrielle still had her smile. "Could we go dowe tiile."

The warrior chuckled. "Best way to get there." 8ten grinned. "I'll have to talk to
Cleopatra about it."



The small warrior's eyes widen. "Xena you thinkeseld stay in her palace?"

The Warrior Princess still had her grin. "Yes, rember she invited us."”

"No no, she invited you. Not me."

"Well you are me." Xena smiled. "Don't worry. Shees us a favor after last time."

"Gods | almost forgot about that time." Gabrielleickled. "Hades Joxer got
Autolycus and | in so much trouble.” She then ledither eyebrows together. "Did |
ever thank you for that one?"

Xena raised an eyebrow. "About what?"
"Getting me out of that jail cell not to mentiornvs® our butts?"

The warrior chuckled. "Ah, wasn't your fault it didlwork.” She turned her head back
to stare at the ceiling. "Joxer screw it up for.you

"l keep trying to tell myself but | can never beksit."

"Gabrielle you can handle things pretty well thdags from what I've seen." Xena
lifted her hands off the floor to rest on her leathlad stomach.

"Now a days yeah." The small woman sighed. "I demiw. It was after we weren't
together | just seemed... seemed to not care abasglmpPidn't care what happened
for a time." Gabrielle turned her head towards XéAdot of apathy."”

The warrior gazed at her Soulmate. "Samething hafipeme.” She let out her breath
slowly. "I thank the whomever that it's over witlkhe smiled.

Gabrielle smiled back. "Tell me about it." She dtlad. "I think everybody here
knows though Xena."

"Gabirielle | think we both know why they do too."

The small woman raised an eyebrow. "If you mearnitigs. No." She grinned. "I
don't like to show them, it's more like strut myfswith them gleaming and blinding
people." She started to chuckle.

Xena laughed for a moment. "Mmm you'd think peapdaild ask."
Gabrielle grinned. "Nah, they're to scared.”

"Really? Of what?" The warrior suddenly droppedfeet from the foot of the bed
and rolled to her right so that she gazed dowreaSloulmate. Her elbows propping
her up.

"You, who else?"
Xena chuckled. "Good." She moved her left handetopartner's stomach.
Gabrielle's eyelids slid close. "That's good too."

The tall woman grinned. "l figured." She moved fiegertips up and down her
Soulmate's muscular stomach. She did that for anfewtes then let her left hand



slide down to Gabrielle's side and she shiftedeslts her Queen. Xena lowered her
lips to her partner's stomach and lightly placéisa.

"Oh gods." A low whisper and Gabrielle clenched lends together that were still
under her neck.

Xena grinned and brought her lips back down togkaéew butterfly kisses to
Gabrielle's stomach. She then brought her tongoette center of her Soulmate's
stomach. Without warning she felt Gabrielle's hgrasping her head pulling her up.
She followed the demand and lifted her head upetmhrtner's.

Gabrielle quickly took Xena's lips in a powerfus&i She then brought her feet down
from the end of the bed to the floor.

The warrior kept in the deep kiss. She felt herépigeknee press into her center hard
making her moan in the middle of the kiss. SlowBn¥ pulled back from the kiss and
reposition her body so that she straddled her Sate!smhips and gazed down at her.

The small woman evilly grinned up to her partner.

Xena grinned back and leaned down to claim Gabtsethouth. She let her hands
slide up Gabirielle's stomach and to slip undebthittom of Gabrielle's maroon
leather top.

~*Part 19*~

Aureus South Nation ~ Won agaiZsthralost toMaireadMon against.aetuslost
to Caitriona

Wins: Two Losses: Two

Mairead Southeast Nation ~ Won agaisgteus/Won againsZahraM/on against
ParvulusiWon againsGloria

Wins: Four Losses: None

Zahra Southwest Nation ~ LostAarreus/Lost toMaireadMWon againsiNyxAWon
AgainstYakut

Wins: Two Losses: Two

Laetus North Nation ~ Lost tdyx/Lost toParvulusLost toAureuslost toYakut
Wins: None Losses: Four

Parvulus Northwest Nation ~ Won agaihaetuslost againsGabriellelLost to
MaireadWon againsCaitriona

Wins: Two Losses: Two

Nyx Northeast Tribe Nation ~ Won agaihstetugWon against Gloria/Lost to
Zahra/Lost to Gabrielle



Wins: Two Losses: Two

Caitriona West Tribe Nation ~ Won agai@&bria/ Won against akutWon against
AureuglLost toParvulus

Wins: Three Losses: One

Gloria East Tribe Nation ~ Lost agair@saitriona/ Lost toNyxLost toGabrielle/Lost
to Mairead

Wins: None Losses: Four

Yakut Far East Nation ~ Lost @aitriona/Lost toGabrielledWon against.aetugLost
to Zahra

Wins: One Losses: Three

Gabrielle Central Nation ~ Won agaif&rvulugWon againstyakutWon against
Gloria /Won againsNyx

Wins: Four Losses: None

Ephiny lifted her head up from her scroll and rdlieup. She walked through this

sparring field to go to the other one on the opeoside of the Amazon Camp. As

soon as she got there she saw Mairead take dowenQueatus. The regent sighed
and unrolled the scroll to jot the win down.

She then started scanning the crowd for her Queemjaickly found Gabrielle
standing beside her Soulmate. Ephiny walked owretand came up beside her
friend. "You're up next against... Queen Zahra." [§ted her head to gaze at the
sparring field and saw Queen Zahra of the Southivasbn step up into the sparring
field after the finishing of the last challenge.

Gabrielle turned her head to her regent. "Heredisg'
"Gabrielle?"
The Queen looked back to the Amazon. "Yeah?"

"I've noticed Zahra likes to jump back in her at&ato look scared. She's doing it on
purpose so don't strike at her that's what sheswvaet her attack you."

Gabrielle smiled to Ephiny. "Thanks Eph."

The regent smiled. "Good luck."”

"Thanks." The small warrior then peered up to rmrl@ate. "See you in a little bit."
Xena smiled to her partner. "Good luck love. Bestidr"

The younger woman winked. "Always." She then turteethe sparring field to
walked onto it to face Zahra.



"Good luck Gabrielle."
The small warrior smiled to Queen Zahra. "You tageén Zahra. Let's play this safe.”

The other Amazon Queen nodded her head. "Honomabie only way | know." She
unsheathed her sword and took a step back.

Gabrielle stepped back and lifted her hands intifighstance. "Ready?"
Zahra nodded. "Ready."

"Go." After saying that Gabrielle began to cirdie other Queen. Her hands shifted
up and down in a small circle in front of her body.

Zahra kept circling as well, waiting for an attaotd not getting one.
Gabrielle grinned. "Sorry but I'm trying to quitatking."

The Southwest Queen grinned back. "Right." She tugckly attacked and brought
her sword down at Gabrielle.

The small warrior brought her right hand up to stogsword with her bracelet.

Zahra still had her grin. "That's why you have thbsacelets huh?" Without warning
she brought her sword to swipe at Gabrielle'sslieli.

But the Central Nation Queen stopped the sword ethleft arm bracelet and
smirked to the Queen. "Not just for fashion."

Queen Zahra laughed and lunged forward with hergwo
Gabrielle though jumped back with a grin.
The other Queen then rapidly tried to chop off Gale's head.

The small warrior responded by ducking and rollamgthe ground to her right. She
stayed bent to her knees and unsheathed her shimanced up to her feet and
rapidly attack Zahra.

The challenge went from there. It was a well edjghit except Gabrielle was smarter
and faster as well as agile. And within a quartex candlemark she defeated Queen
Zahra of the Southwest Nation.

That was Gabrielle's last challenge for the dagrigvody else finished up their fights
as well. The remaining candlemarks of the day wleren time for all the Queens.
The dinner was fairly good and all the Amazonsratieer fast. The Soulmates though
found themselves in bed early, Gabrielle rathedtir

Gabrielle closed her eyes as she felt her partaeris slip around her stomach. "Gods
that was a long day."

"You did well."

The small warrior smiled. "Thanks." She lifted head a little then settled her head
back down on the pillow. "Tomorrow Eph said we'néyaloing two challenges.”



Xena smiled. "Good." She leaned in a little placnigss to her partner's right
shoulder. "Go to sleep huh?"

Gabrielle stiffened a yawn at that moment. "Goaehitl She chuckled and lifted her
hands to rest over her Soulmate's hands. "Xena?"

"Mmm?"
"I love you."
The warrior smiled again. "l love you too."

The small female smiled herself and turned in Xeaahs. She placed her left arm
over the warrior's stomach.

Xena chuckled and lifted her right hand to preslaetner's head under her chin. "Go
to sleep.”

Gabrielle nodded. "Night Xena."
"Goodnight love."
~*Part 20*~

The next day wasn't quick nor fast either. Galwibld her challenges against Queen
Leatus and Queen Aureus. She won both. So far sleeidall her challenges and
loosing none. She felt pretty happy about thateobention proud. She'd also heard
Mairead hadn't lost any yet. And tomorrow Gabrigleuld have her first challenge
against Mairead then against Queen Caitriona. Sisepretty nervous about both.

Right now it was late afternoon and the Soulmagssddd to take their horses for a
run. Torqueo and Argo had been to cooped up im ttalls.

Gradually Gabrielle turned her head to her Souln#ts nice out.”

"It is." The warrior glanced over to her friend.l&@ we decided to go." A warm smile
creased her lips.

The Queen nodded and turned her head back ahead.

They were walking their horses through the Amazorest just finishing a portion of
galloping. They let Argo and the stallion take adk at a walk. Both the horses seem
to be full of energy after being in the stable jadittle to long.

Gabrielle let her left hand release the rein arggthe saddle horn. She felt herself
rhythmically sway back and forth in the saddle vifte Torqueo's walk. A large
amount of air filled her lungs then escaped abvw gace.

Xena studied her partner for a moment then tureedhbad away. "I'm not sure if
you'll beat her."

The Amazon Queen peered over to her Soulmate. @lebstudied her warrior and let
that statement roll in her mind. She dropped hadland turned to lift her eyes to the
trail ahead. "I can't help but wonder."



The warrior nodded. "l know." She paused then owomtil with, "You just need to
relax tomorrow with the challenge.”

Gabrielle's head bobbed up and down. "I hope ['can.

The older woman reposition herself in the saddfave confidence Gabrielle. You've
beaten all the other Queens so far, don't let Mdistop you." Xena let those same
words take her, let them create a certain emofiba.emotion of anger.

The Amazon Queen glanced over at Xena. "l canthiestelf get to angry with it
Xena."

The warrior nodded and looked to her partner. Uvat've said anger clouds the
mind, prevents focus. But | can also add that if gan control your anger then you
can also focus it towards Mairead in the challettgmight just protect you." Her jaw
clamped down thinking about if Mairead beat Galgiabw much anger would fill
her. It was already filling Xena. The warrior laetanger fill her, she needed it.
Gabrielle needed it.

The younger woman turned her attention away andidered her warrior's words.

She knew Xena was right about one thing when iteota anger. Anger protects one.
And yes, Gabrielle has won all her challenges tausHow could she let one beef
head Amazon stop her now? She couldn't let Maitakel her chance away to become
Queen of all the Amazons. No, she'd work to harcréate this dream for the
Amazons. Gabrielle wasn't going to have her dremstorded with the Queen of all
Amazons being a no brainier Amazon. Gabrielledslif she earned the position as
Amazon Queen of all Nations.

These sort of thoughts quickly fumed in Gabriellead. They swirled in her mind
and constructed an anger for Mairead. It was symbweerful anger that Gabrielle shut
her eyes. She needed to take control of it sotthatuldn't take control of her. That
was the key with anger. Control anger, don't lefesirtontrol.

Slowly the Queen's eyes drifted open, they sparklselcond then went normal again.

Xena had felt that same anger in herself. For bbalt eyes twinkled deeply then
shifted normal again as well. "Be careful.”

Gabrielle shifted her eyes to Xena. "l will." Sheiled warmly. She'd known what the
warrior meant by that. Be careful, yes be carefth wour anger. For Gabrielle not
only had her anger but Xena's anger all insidecoddif.

The tall woman nodded and gazed onward. "So Ampikipfter here or Egypt?"
Gabrielle grinned. "Decisions, decisions."

Xena quietly laughed and had a smile on her ligsrd huh?" She let her breath out
slowly. "We'll probably have to go to Amphipolisdt. I'd like to catch up with
Mother before we disappear to Egypt."”

The smaller warrior nodded. "Yeah | agree. Beswias't it take awhile to get a
message down and back from Egypt?"



"Yes. I'd say it would take fourteen days at l&ast.

"You think we'd be best off having somebody from #ripolis deliver the message
Xena?"

Xena considered the question. "Yeah | think so."

Gabrielle let a grin sweep across her lips. "So lww are we going to stay in
Egypt?"

"However long you'd like." The warrior grinned backher partner then gazed ahead.

The Queen quietly laughed. "Well not too long. & do I'm sure something would
happen that we'd have to fix."

The older woman shook her head with her grin. "Bbbpright." She pulled back on
her reins to stop Argo.

Gabrielle did the same with Torqueo. "Gallop back?"

Xena nodded as she turned her warhorse aroundaddeaards the Amazon village
again. "All the way back."

The small warrior lifted an eyebrow at her partriReally?"

The warrior coolly turned her head to her Soulntiaém slowly an evil grin controlled
the warrior's lips. "If you can handle it?"

Gabrielle regarded the other woman and let a calitesake over. "I know | can. The
big question, is can you Xena?"

Xena arched an eyebrow at the Queen.

The younger woman chuckled. "See you in the villdgea." She kicked Torqueo in
the sides. "Ya!"

Torqueo's response was a lightening bolt gallop.

Argo had been sent into a gallop as well directigibd Gabrielle and her stallion. Yet
another race has begun. They were a fair distanoethe Amazon village.

Gabrielle was in the lead for the most part. BentiXena started to catch up, she
came right along side of Torqueo and Gabrielle. Wheior glance over to her
partner with a knowing grin. Gabrielle had sigheth& and looked ahead again. She
tried to get Torqueo to pick up speed but wasaltyable to.

"Gabrielle is Torqueo getting a little slow?"

The Amazon Queen narrowed her eyes over at Xermatheh shook her head and
turned her head forward. "Pick it up Torqueo. Dtat'her talk about you like that."

The chestnut stallion tried to pick up his pacednly by a little. He'd been to coop
up in that stall without moving it was weighing bim now.

Argo on the other hand was starting to pass bydewqShe was breathing heavy but



she wasn't going to let that stop her. Soon shealvaad of the stallion and still
picking up some speed.

Ahead Xena caught sight of the stream they'd cdbsadier at a walk. She lifted
herself in the saddle doing a standing post. Anllrge came to the stream's edge she
leaped over the stream. The warrior then gazed toelokr Soulmate and her eyes
widen in surprise as she watched.

Torqueo came to the stream's edge and suddenheldito a surprising stop.
Gabrielle went lashing forward with the sudden stogy face in the stallion's mane.
Slowly she lifted her head with her teeth clencttesee Xena and Argo speeding
ahead.

Xena turned her head back from the scene of hémgraShe quietly laughed to
herself and kept going at a gallop.

Gabrielle brought her right hand on the saddledrndhmed her fingers, her tongue
touching her back molars. "Okay! Care to explaim®Torqueo why you stopped?"

The horse turned his head back to glance at hi#owhs head bobbed up and down
then he huffed turning his head forward. Slowly skedlion practically tiptoed
through the stream's water to the other side.

The Amazon Queen groaned. "This is good." She digh&ell Xena and Argo
definitely won." With a shake of her head, Gabeigihtted her horse on the side of the
neck. "Come on boy." She kicked him into a trote 8hew she'd lose against Xena.
So why rush it? Just enjoy the ride now.

~Fk Kk

Xena ambled out of the cook's hut after grabbing@ples. She'd just finished

stabling Argo from the ride. Gabrielle hadn't retent yet. So Xena decided to go meet
her partner at the gates. She strolled down tgaites while she ate the apple. The
warrior came to the wood gates. She walked oventoside and leaned against it and
continued to munch on her apple.

Within a few seconds Gabrielle appeared out ofdhest coming at the village on
Torqueo. The horse was moving at a walk.

Xena smiled to see her Soulmate coming. She fidisla¢ging the apple and threw it to
the ground out of the way. Lifting her arms shesseml them over her chest. She kept
her eyes pinned on Gabrielle mounted high on thléast.

Gabrielle's image riding on Torqueo was rather biAuThe Queen kept her back
straight, her hands resting on her thighs withrénes. Her hair slightly brushing back
from the light breeze. Her ankles were down onréepeangle. Torqueo, himself, was
gorgeous with is chestnut coat flashing from th@sslight.

Gabrielle came up to the warrior's side pulling $tetlion to a stop. "Hi."
The warrior grinned as she gazed up to her Soulit@tad you made it."

"Thanks." The small warrior then sighed. She cdisetlismounted beside Xena and
started strolling into the village towards the &tab



Xena walked beside her partner. "So you had a gmudof Torqueo's mane?"
The smaller woman groaned. "Gods, that was hortible
Torqueo heard it for he nudged against his owihack.

"Oh don't nudge me Torqueo." Gabrielle looked sidglto her stallion. "You owe me
for that."

The horse whined and walked a little fast so tleatduld rest his head on his owner's
shoulder.

The Warrior Princess watched the scene and grimvealdly.

Gabrielle sighed and smiled to herself. She pdtezdstallion’s face. "Alright alright,
you're forgiven."

It seemed as if a smile took Torqueo's mouth. [eanibkered and lifted his head and
sped up to walk along side his owner with a sohagpiness in his stride.

The small warrior chuckled and turned her headdonaX "I'm beat now."

"More then one way." The warrior's voice had camelow.

"What?" Gabrielle narrowed her eyes up to her Satdm

Xena laughed and smiled. "Nothing." She wrappedramaround Gabrielle's waist.

"Uh huh." Gabrielle kept her pace of walk up aslséle her horse's reins in her left
hand. "l assume that Argo is stabled."

"She has been for awhile."

The smaller woman narrowed her eyes up at the evalidon't even Xena." She
grinned. "l know you're going to rub it in."

Xena grinned. "Never."

"Right." Gabrielle chuckled to herself. Then withewarning she stopped and turned
to Xena.

The warrior raised an eyebrow at her partner, wongevhy they'd stopped.

Gabrielle quickly wrapped an arm around Xena's laglghe leaned into the watrrior.
Her right hand though stayed by her side holdingylieo’s reins.

Xena smiled and enveloped the smaller woman. Sheréal her lips close to
Gabrielle's ear. "Your Amazons are going to worider.

"Mmm, let them." The Queen nuzzled her face agdiastvarrior's neck then lifted
her head. She released Xena and stepped back.

The warrior's lips shaped into a warm smile she ti@dded. Once again she started
walking beside Gabrielle towards the stables.

That was late afternoon. Dusk came to the day amtidsa huge dinner then later an



early sleep. Gabrielle though didn't fall aslegtiaway, she was to nervous about
tomorrow.

~*Part 21*~

Gabrielle stared at the dagger in its sheath orelfteirm. She sighed and felt her
Soulmate's hand move away from her arm after tying. Slowly her eyes lifted up
to Xena.

The warrior's mouth shaped into a sad smile ofsort

The Amazon Queen mirrored the smile then sighed eies shut, she tried to calm
herself. She could feel her nervousness sweepghroer body. She'd be fighting
Mairead first and later Caitriona, the most chajlag fights yet.

Xena leaned forward to place a gentle kiss to hemnpr's forehead.
The smaller woman opened her eyes again and stoikbeé warrior.
"Ready?"

Gabrielle nodded.

The warrior's body tensed then. Gabrielle hadndertae usual joke about being
ready and just going. She lifted both her handsetaSoulmate's shoulders. "Gabrielle
you'll do fine okay?"

"Yeah." The Queen nodded her head.

"Remember that you're first before this Nation Gelle." Xena then smiled. "Hey, I'll
be there."

A very elegant smile took the small warrior's motittknow." She took a deep
breath. "Okay, we better go."

Xena nodded. She straightened up and so did hergpafhe Soulmates left the hut

in full gear. The day was cold and brisk makingnhgrab their cloaks before leaving
and wearing them. They ambled down to the spafrahds outside of the village and
met up with Ephiny.

Mairead had been waiting on the sparring fieldaye warming up.

Gabrielle nodded at something her regent saidt@hed her head to her left at
Mairead in the distance warming up. Ephiny saidva éther things but she never
really heard what.

The regent said something else in question.

The Queen nodded without knowing what she'd angiveréYeah." Her head turned
back away from the scene of Mairead to the regent.

Ephiny smiled. "Good luck Gabrielle."

"Thanks." The small warrior smiled.



The regent nodded and strolled off.

Gabrielle turned her head back in Mairead's dioectBut she only got to studied for
so long for Xena stepped in her view. She lifteddyes up to Xena. "Thanks." It was
sincere, she really hadn't want to see Mairead.

The warrior smiled. "Sure." She then crossed hasagainst her chest. "Do you
know what Ephiny said?"

The younger woman shook her head guiltily. Her g@ame out in a peep saying,
"No."

Xena nodded. "l figured." She lifted her hand to Seulmate's shoulder. "She told
you to watch out for Mairead's high attacks. Skedito go at people's heads."

"Okay." There was such a lack of emotions in Gdlefgevoice.

The warrior squeezed her Soulmate's shoulders. toalt have to do this if you don't
want to Gabrielle. Just tell me." Xena's voice wasp and strong.

The Queen locked eyes with her consort. She debateanswer. No, she couldn't let
Mairead win this one. Or if Mairead won Gabriellewid go down fighting. Her eyes
then narrowed with a hard answer of, "No. I'll kayn"

The warrior smiled. "Be careful."
"l will. Thank you Xena."

The older woman nodded and released her partierddoers. She watched her
Soulmate walk past her into the sparring field &etup with Mairead.

Mairead smirked. "Nice that we finally have our iidrage."

Gabrielle nodded. "Better late then never huh?"I&re down to pull her sais out of
her boots and she stepped back. Her cloak waglglmten from the cold breeze in
the air. Gabrielle flipped her sais so that theletawere under her wrists. "Ready?"

The Southeast Queen grinned. "I have been." Slcbedadehind to unsheathe her
sword with a scrape.

The Central Queen grinned. "Then lets go." Galeriglstantly attacked after saying
that. Her effort was fruitless for her attacks wsti@ped by Mairead's good defense.

After Gabrielle's attacks came Mairead's strongcétt. They were quick and hard
ones. But Gabrielle was able to stop them all. rhall warrior stopped Mairead's
sword as it came to her side. She fired back hysting her other sai at Mairead. But
the other Queen jumped back which slipped her swataf Gabrielle's sai. The
Southeast Queen's next move was something ratddesuShe'd pulled back her left
fist and went to punch Gabrielle in her face ancteaded in doing so.

Gabrielle had stumbled back shaking her head trgirigt her vision become stable
again. But her body prickled at her right side ahd placed her sai there to stop a
sword. Her vision came back to normal and she dugkve Mairead a taste of a
punch. The small warrior's left hand connected M#iread's face with the sai's butt



end.

It didn't quite bother the Southeast Queen as nfsica.easily shook it off and went
on attack against Gabrielle. That punch in the fem® earlier only seemed to
enflame Gabrielle's anger. Right after Maireadac&t Gabrielle went full force on
her offensive side. She gave attack after attaaknagMairead. But the Amazon was
able to stop all the attacks. She was a bit takawclaby all these attacks but she let it
go. For she knew Gabrielle would run out of enenggt she could use that.

And she had. Gabrielle quickly wore herself out Mairead took this advantage. She
did a number of thrust and attacks on Gabrielleafelv lunges. The Southeast
Queen saw her opponent just barley making thegsaamd stops. Mairead then gave a
hard swipe at Gabrielle's right side. As soon asriéle stopped the blow Mairead
gave a kick with her right foot and hit Gabrieltethe lower abdomen.

The Central Queen went stepping back coughing@aseht forward. Gabrielle
wouldn't leave it at that for she raised back ugh @éame at Mairead with her eyes
flashing. It was a purely stupid move because @Hbronly found herself hit in the
stomach again and flying through the air onto temkb She closed her eyes as her
vision swam. Her sais rolled out of her hands dredapened her eyes at hearing boot
steps come up near her.

Mairead smirked down at the other Queen. "NiceNigxt time don't be so stupid
with your anger." She shook her head the strolféthe sparring field.

Gabrielle coughed, carefully rolled to her rightlagot up on one knee. She reached
for her sais putting them into her boots. Gradusttlg stood up and felt her stomach
pitch at the movement. There was a small pain rrabdomen but she tried to ignore
it.

Xena came jogging up to her partner's side. "GHhbpie
The Queen gazed up to her Soulmate with cold éyeah?"
"You feel okay?" The warrior's left hand came uph® smaller woman's right arm.

"Yeah, I'm fine." Gabrielle brushed off her Soulmand walked pass her. She was so
angry at herself now that she couldn't even taletopartner. She was too worried
she'd say something stupid to Xena.

The warrior stared at her Soulmate's back andedharf anger in herself. That's was
the other way she knew Gabrielle was fuming oveldss. So she came right up
behind Gabrielle and grabbed her by the right dfollow me." The warrior's voice
was hard and stern.

The younger woman nodded. "Okay." She sensed Xexlaase of her arm. She
quickly walked behind Xena following her.

The warrior went straight to and through the viddg the stables. Xena stopped and
turned to her partner and removed her cloak. Simeag to a well near the stables,
tossed Gabrielle's cloak to the ground, and lebtlek go down. As it went down
Xena gazed over at her partner that just stooe tinenger. "What'd you do wrong?"

Gabrielle exploded. "Gods! If I hadn't been so goelslamn stupid | could beat the



damn bitch." She took a deep breath and startedghaeack and forth with a stomp.
"Did you hear her Xena? | gods | could just beatliting daylights out of that
Amazon." Gabrielle growled. "If | hadn't let my aargyet the best of me | could have
beat her." She whirled around at Xena. "I'm soidtip\s soon as she said that she
found a waterfall of cold water hit her and dreheh.

Xena held the bucket in her hands with a last sidgbp of water falling off the rim
of the wood bucket to the ground. After she togskedvater at her partner, she placed
the bucket on the well and stared at her Soulmate.

Gabrielle's head bobbed up and down as she toubbkdzhck of her molars with her
tongue. The water still dripping down her body. 8tted her right hand up to brush
back her wet hair. She was still thinking aboutd¢teallenge against Mairead. "l need
another one."

The warrior nodded and dropped the bucket dowrhemll again. It was quickly
filled as Gabrielle was pacing again with angenen stride. Xena pulled the bucket
out of the well and tossed all the water onto harl®ate as she turned around to face
Xena.

The Amazon Queen let the cold water slide dowrblely as she shut her eyes. She
took deep breaths and let her body relaxed.

Xena watched as she leaned against the well wethand. Inside she felt her anger
calm back down. She then smiled when Gabrielle epdr@r eyes to her again. "Feel
better?"

Gabrielle nodded. "Yeah." She lifted both her haiedsrush back her wet hair.
"Thanks."

The older woman nodded her head. "No problem."

"Sorry about that." The small warrior sighed arepped up to her partner still feeling
the water trickle down her body. "I shouldn't héwashed you off like that."

"It's okay, | think you didn't want to say anythibgd to me."

Gabrielle nodded. "I figured | would since | wasaswer." She took a long breath and
let it escape from her lips at a gradual pace. "Mowcold." A chuckled came now.

The warrior nodded and turned to her right to ldawn and pick up the wool and
leather cloak of Gabrielle's. Turning back arourehX put the cloak back on her
Soulmate. "Better?"

The Queen nodded. "Yeah." A sigh. "l wonder if Ephivants me to fight Caitriona
now or later?"

"Let's go find out."

So they had, the Soulmate found out from the retetitGabrielle's challenge wasn't
till the early afternoon. The rest of the mornihg Queen tried to relax and ate an
early lunch before her final challenge.

~F ok Kk



Gabrielle smiled. "So how did you beat Mairead?"

Queen Caitriona grinned and took a step backstlgaught her on an off day." She
reached behind to draw her Amazon sword. "Prepared?

The small warrior nodded her head while steppirgkb&nytime."

The other Queen nodded and spun her sword in Imek. ISde went serious as she
began to make a circle.

Gabrielle did the same and had her hands in frbheobody, she was waiting for
Queen Caitriona to make the first move.

The West Queen swiped over Gabrielle's head. Gibhiad bent down to one knee
and unsheathed her sais. She came back up to stegrd blow that came near her
side. Caitriona then stabbed towards her opponemd'st but missed. The Central
Queen had leaned to her right out of the way. Bée tvent on attack with her sais
trying to get an opening on the other Queen.

The challenge between the two Queens rushed oh.l®aincing back and forth
between offense and defense. Neither seemingdafid opening in the other's
defense. But then Queen Caitriona got lucky, herdwwiped at Gabrielle's left leg
just cutting her upper outside thigh.

Gabrielle moved back with a growl and saw the ott@men bringing her sword
down at her. She flipped her sais up and stoppeltdde above her head with her
sais. How she wanted to do that trick Xena hadhthbgr from a week ago. But she
had no strength right now. Then it hit her likesatlequake. Gabrielle's stomach
erupted into pain and she lost her strength.

Queen Caitriona slipped her sword out of GabrgeHBais and quickly took the
distraction. She gave a hard kick to Gabriell@sstich and saw the young woman
fall to her back.

The small warrior though wouldn't let this happegaia. She gritted her teeth against
the pain in her stomach. She rolled to her riglt guickly sprung to her feet.
"Caitriona, I'm not that easy."

The West Queen's eyes widen and without thinkimgtshust forward with her sword.

Gabrielle let the sword's blade go past her rigte and she shifted forward with her
sais tips going against the other Queen's thrdet f&t her body press against the
other Queen's, her eyes narrowing at Caitriona.

Queen Caitriona stared into flashing green eyesriglet arm still was straight out
from her attack. She didn't want to shift for iesiid she feared the sais would pierce
her throat.

Gabrielle saw the fear in the other woman's ampes.€Yield?" A pain shot in
Gabrielle's stomach but she tried to ignore it.

Caitriona nodded. "l yield to Queen Gabrielle.”

The Central Queen nodded and pulled back her dais taking a step back.



The other Queen lowered her sword and held ouhwed with a smile. "Nice come
back."

Gabrielle smiled. "Thanks, just barely." She too& temale's hand and they shook.
Queen Caitriona walked off the sparring fields.

The small warrior watched her disappear in the Aonazhat had been watching. The
pain in her stomach came back with a hard blow.ri@ké closed her eyes and tried
to will the pain to stop. A set of warm hands geasper arms carefully.

"Gabrielle?"

"Oh gods." Gabrielle's eyes only tightened. Shealth Xena's concern voice. Her
eyes opened again. She bent down to one knee acedgher sais away. But she
couldn't stand back up right away she slowly stoack up. Another shot of pain
came to her stomach and that's when she knew shgairzg to throw up.

Gabrielle sprinted off the sparring field withouvard into the nearing woods. She
bent down beside a tree and let her stomach empty.

Xena sprinted after her Soulmate, she could feebtva stomach aching. But she
knew it was nothing compared to what Gabrielle feating.

The Queen straightened back up as she sat on ées kider arms wrapped around
her stomach. Her stomach was empty but now shedtidébod in her mouth. So she
spit some of it out.

The warrior bent down to one knee beside Gabrialel reached over frantically
with her hands to her Soulmate's face. She saw sbthe blood on the sides of
Gabrielle's lips.

Gabrielle had shut her eyes again against theipdiar lower abdomen. "Xena... oh
gods it's so much pain." She bent forward and toeclr! up.

Ephiny broke through the sparring field into theoas, she'd seen the challenge and
what happened afterwards. She ran through the wocgjsot Xena and Gabrielle
down on the ground.

"Okay, come here Gabrielle." Xena's eyes were wide worry and she was
breathing hard. She wasn't sure exactly what haggpbuat had an idea. She wrapped
her arms around Gabrielle and lifted her up agdiesthest. The warrior then stood
up with her Soulmate in her arms.

"What happened?" The regent stopped as she catoethgir sides.
Xena quickly looked to Ephiny. "I'm not sure. Ga &dis and bring her to our hut."

Ephiny nodded. "Hang in there Gabrielle." She tdrtwethe village and broke off in a
sprint for the Healer's Hut.

The warrior started jogging into the village witlal@ielle tight in her arms. Xena
peered down at her Soulmate. "To many hits to gtamach?"

Gabrielle had her eyes shut tightly. She noddetdljeand pressed her head into her



warrior's shoulder as the pain came ripping throaggin. "Oh gods." Gabrielle's
words came out in a sharp pain tone. Her grip omaXeother shoulder tightened
extremely.

That only made Xena begin to run into the villa§kee whipped past a bunch of
shocked Amazons all wondering what happened. Butvidarior went to their hut and
kicked the door open with anger. She shifted ov¢hé bed and laid Gabrielle on the
bed carefully. She rushed to her med. kit and dutleut. Soon she was back at
Gabrielle's side. "Okay where's the pain Gabriélle?

The Queen still had her eyes closed and slowly egpémem. "Lower abdomen.” She
rasped it out and sucked in a deep breath. Thevgasrstill going on. "It feels like
killer cramps."

Xena nodded and opened her medical kit. "Justdake breaths. Still tasting
blood?" She looked up to see Gabrielle nodded lamavarrior lowered her head back
down to the kit as she sifted through it lookinggomething.

That's when Eilis came rushing in with the regesttibd. Eilis came up on the other
side of the bed and placed her medical kit on &t B/NVhat's going on?"

"Gabrielle took several blows to her lower stoméadie warrior kept searching in
her medical bag for something and not findinghtaties."

Eilis opened her medical kit and pulled out. "Xémhave the coca. You have any
asafetida?"

The warrior kept searching and found a small jaa gtim-like medicine labeled
asafetida. "Yeah." She pulled it out.

"Okay perfect." Eilis was pulling out a bag of whgowder as she spoke. "I'll give her
the coca to stop the pain and then the asafetig@pothe convulsions if need be."

Xena nodded. "I'll get the water for you." She edlbut a small cup and rushed into
the wash room.

Eilis looked back to Ephiny. "Help Gabrielle."

The regent nodded, she knew what that meant. Skedng to Gabrielle's side and
grabbed the Queen's hand. "Hey Gabirielle, youfirze"

Gabrielle nodded, her eyes still shut tight. Théarge amount of pain came and she
screamed.

Xena raced out of the washroom with the cup of w&hke came over to Eilis.

Eilis held out a bowl of a white powered to Xenaetwarrior poured the water into
the bowl. Eilis then mixed the water and coca thegeproducing a cloudy liquid.
Xena went into Eilis medical kit to pull out a softneedle looking object. It had a
sharp point and a top that could be moved up amahdo suck in or extract a liquid

in the middle of a glass tube. The warrior pladezigharp point into the coca mix and
pulled the top up to let the center fill with tHewdy liquid.

Xena moved over to Gabrielle's right arm that Eplhield. She peered up to



Gabrielle's face to see it in pain. She then brotlghneedle's point to Gabrielle's mid
arm and let it pierce her Soulmate's skin and siségd the top down to let the cloudy
liquid enter into Gabrielle's system. Slowly shemoged the needle's point from the
skin. Xena gazed over at Eilis. "We need to puttbeleep. The pain is to much."

The healer nodded and quickly sifted through hegrtbdind another but yellow
powder of opium poppy. She quickly placed it irte bowel and rushed into the
washroom to fill it with water. She came back otiles mixing the opium with the
water. Eilis came up to Xena's side.

The warrior with her fingers wiped the needle atat@d it into the bowl and lifts the
top up to suck the yellow liquid in. She then shdfback to Gabrielle and let the
needle pierce Gabrielle's skin again but moreaufiper arm.

Gabrielle felt herself go shaky from the opium ppppher body. The pain in her
stomach seemed to take one last stab at her ard i& strong one. She screamed
hard and clenched Ephiny's hand with force.

Xena reached across to her Soulmate's other hddishdpdt tight. "Relax Gabrielle.
Let the opium and coca work on you."

The Queen nodded and she took a deep breath.

"That's it, relax for me Gabrielle. You'll be fih&Xena saw the beads of sweat on her
partner's forehead. "Let go. The drugs will takesa the pain.”

Gabrielle's body loosened up and her eyes wellittas tight. She took long breaths
and released them slowly. She still felt the paiher lower abdomen.

"Just hang in there Gabrielle. I'm right here, maghs going to happen.” Xena
squeezed her Soulmate's hand in a second them&xbker hold. She felt Gabrielle
returned the squeeze and that made her smile.éTwelove. You'll be fine, just go to
sleep.”

The small warrior heard her partner's soothingevaiad it relaxed her. Her body less
focused on the pain and she felt her breathingrhechallow. Gabrielle then let go
and felt herself go to sleep.

Xena felt her Soulmate's grip on her hand loosehsamw Gabrielle breathing slowly.
Xena released her small warrior's hand and turodidet healer. "She'll be fine."

Eilis nodded. "Is there anything you'll need Xena?"

The Warrior Princess shook her head. "No | can leatin@ rest. Thanks for your help
Eilis." She then lifted her left hand with the needGood thing you have one."

Eilis took the needle with a smile. "Hard to get it's very helpful." Turning to her
medical kit she placed the needle back inside anghbwders. She closed the bag up
and took it off the bed giving Xena her attentigiaia. "Let me know how she does.
I'd give her that asafetida if her stomach staptagain.”

Xena nodded. "l will."

"You have any coca and opium?"



The warrior nodded. "Yes. Thank you."

Eilis smiled. "Anytime. Take care of her. I'll corbg to check on her." She then
ambled over to the door.

"Bye Eilis and thank you again." Xena watched Hé&ve. She then turned to Ephiny.

The regent stared down at Gabrielle. "What happ&@ed?” The Amazon peered up
to the taller woman.

Xena stared down at her Soulmate as she respdifdedot positive. But...
Gabrielle knows what happened.”

Ephiny turned her head to her friend now. Shelsgltl Gabrielle's hand. "Hades I'll
kill Mairead if she had anything to do with it."

The warrior gazed at the regent. "Eph, it just lesygal. Nothing can be done about it
now."

The regent nodded. "You're right." She sighed ahebsed her friend's hand. "Tell me
when she's up Xena." She then grinned. "Or she el seeing me."

Xena grinned. "l will. Thank you Ephiny."

The Amazon nodded and walked out of the hut andcglé sidelong to Xena. "See
you Xena." She walked out of the door and closéeftind with a sigh. Ephiny then
headed towards the Amazon Camp.

The warrior looked away from the door to her Soum&he leaned down a placed a
gentle kiss to Gabrielle's lips then rose backWglking to the opposite side, she took
her medical kit and lifted it to place on the opp®side of the bed. Xena then padded
into the washroom and soon came back out with ecloét.

The wet cloth was carefully placed on the smalkmwound on Gabrielle's right thigh.
It was pressed hard for a minute then Xena begaartfully wipe the wound clean.
After that she pulled out some balm to neatly tubto the wound to keep it clean.
Lifting the cloth, she took it back to the washroand came to the bed again. The
warrior took the medical kit and put it away. Xesafted over to the table and picked
up a chair and moved it next to the bed. She sahdo the seat and sat back in it and
thought about what could have happened to hergrartn

~F ok k

She took a long breath and let it fill her lunglyfthen she released it slowly.
Turning her head to her right, she opened her smmgyes. And what she found was
her smiling Soulmate sitting in a chair.

"How you feel?"
Gabrielle did a mental check of her body then ansu:e'Better."

Xena stood up from her chair and moved to sit enbiéd gently beside her Soulmate.
"Sleep alright?"

"Yeah." The small warrior then knitted her eyebrdagether. "How long did | sleep



for?"
The warrior shrugged her shoulders. "Two candlemark
"And you were sitting there the entire time?"

Xena grinned. "Why wouldn't | be?" She placed Ingintrover top of her partner's
right hand. "l was to worried."

The Queen frowned. "Sorry for the scare."”
"Not your fault." For emphasize, Xena squeezedJmerimate's hand.

"I know." Gabrielle's eyes drifted away but camelb® Xena. "I should have known
this was coming."

"It happens Gabrielle. I'm just glad you're okaiie warrior released her partner's
hand and stood up. "Speaking of which | need teatoething."”

The small warrior gazed up to her warrior. "Whatyda need to do?"

Xena faced the small woman's stomach and brougtiteérels to rest lightly on
Gabrielle's stomach. "I'm going to test your stomaea. Tell me if anything hurts
okay?"

The younger woman nodded. "Okay."

The Warrior Princess turned her attention backetoftiend's stomach. She shifted her
hands to Gabrielle's upper stomach, right underibsr Xena pressed her hands down
and pushed against her Soulmate's stomach.

"Nothing."

The warrior nodded and moved her hands down toi€lbds mid stomach. She did
the samething and pressed while pushing some. "Now?

"Hurts a little."

Again a nod and Xena brought her hands to the etbheran's lower abdomen. Her
hands pressed down while pushing back and forté.osickly heard a hiss of pain
from Gabrielle.

The Queen gritted her teeth. "Right there." Hesegfaut. "Oh gods."

Xena had lifted her hands from her partner's sttim8be gazed down at Gabrielle to
see her still fighting the pain. So the warrioruggbt her right hand up to hold
Gabrielle's. "Take deep breaths Gabrielle. Relakyau'll be fine."

Gabrielle held tight to her Soulmate's hand. Hesseyere still closed tightly and she
took deep breaths while relaxing her body. Slowb/pain faded away till there was a
hidden lurking pain. Her eyes opened once morell'Wehat's that mean?"

The warrior was serious. "You're bleeding intewall

The smaller woman went stiff in the bed and fedtr feash over her. "Xena."



Xena squeezed her Soulmate's hand tightly and gmileomfort. "It's not bad | don't
think. Are you still tasting blood?"

"Just a hint."

Xena nodded. "You'll be fine. Your organs are ha@en bruised mainly and slightly
bleeding from all those blows." She took a deepttréerself. "You just need to
rest.”

Gabrielle closed her eyes then opened them agdow long?"
"Until your stomach doesn't hurt."
"How long Xena?"

The warrior looked away with a sigh. She glancecklia Gabrielle. "A week
minimum."

"Xena, | can't."

"You will." Xena's voice came out stern with no gtiening her words. "I'm not going
to let you get hurt more."

"I know." The Queen closed her eyes. "Hades."

The warrior placed her left hand on her partndréek. Gabrielle had opened her eyes
and Xena smiled warmly. "You first before this Nati’

"Thank you." Gabrielle smiled sadly. "I just..."

"Wanted to win these challenges. | know Gabridlaybe you'll be able to do them
later.” Xena then moved her fingertips to gliderave smooth lips then go under her
friend's chin. "We need to figure out how this hapgd."”

"It's all from the kicks | got to my stomach."
"How many?"

The small woman's eyes unfocused as she triedrtermder. "I think it was... three or
four." Her eyes focused on Xena again. "It coulbaite taken only four Xena."

The warrior nodded. "No." She lifted her head trestat the headboard of the bed.
Now her eyes went unfocused. "When did you firgspgeeling hungry?”

"Um... before we got here. Right after we saved iktge."

Xena didn't respond instead she thought about tivaseays of traveling. She tried
to remember what happened during that fight thelydgainst the raiders. Then the
memory hit her out of a blind spot.

Xena's sword sliced through the raider's chest.\8étehed him fall to the dirt

ground then for some reason she felt the needmoaound. As she did she spun her
sword in her hand. Once she turned around her eydsn at the scene behind her.
She'd just seen Gabrielle fly through the air alaarsinto a horseback man. Them
both tumbling to the ground and the raider punch@aprielle unconscious. That's



when the warrior broke out into a sprint after ttaeder that stood over her best
friend. As she ran towards the raider she saw hok &abrielle hard in the lower
abdomen. Gabrielle's unconscious body coming ufhef§round for a moment from
the blow then falling back down in a limp load.

"Xena?"

The warrior shook her head of her memory and ghaedl down to Gabrielle. The
scene flashed to her agafs she ran towards the raider she saw him kick @&#br
hard in the lower abdomen. Gabrielle's unconscioogdy coming up off the ground
for a moment from the blow then falling back dowsa limp load."The raider."

Gabrielle furrowed her eyebrows. "What raider?"

Xena's eyes narrowed. "Remember the raider on lb@ckan that village that you
stop?"

"Oh couldn't I?" The Queen grinned but she saw >&tilisserious so she went serious
again. "What about him Xena?"

"After he punched you unconscious he kicked yotheéstomach hard."

The small woman shut her eyes. "Hades, | should kawwn." Her eyes drifted open
again. "My stomach was killing me when | first wake in that healer's hut.”

"Why didn't you tell me Gabrielle?"

"Because | wasn't worried about it at the time.bfBale shook her head. "Didn't
matter."

"But the fight did? Gabrielle you should have toié."
Gabrielle whispered, "I'm sorry."
Xena sighed. "No, it's over with." She smiled.us$j really worry about you."

The younger woman let a smile take shape. "l kritiibe more careful." She
squeezed her Soulmate's hand.

"Thank you." Xena leaned down and placed a warmtkisier partner's lips. She
raised back up with a gentle smile. "I need yotak® something for me. Think you
can handle it?"

Gabrielle nodded. "I'll try."

"Good." Xena released her small warrior's handssémod up from the bed. She
walked over to their saddlebags where she'd pldweded. kit back. Xena pulled out
a spoon and a small jar of a yellow syrupy liq@8tifting back to the bed, she gazed
down at her partner. "Can you sit up?"

The Queen tried and slowly lifted herself but gekhot of pain. She shut her eyes in
response.

The Warrior Princess dropped the spoon and jdradoéd and reached down with
both hands to Gabrielle's upper sides. She eagiysted the smaller female.



"Breathe."

Gabrielle took a deep breath and nodded.

Xena carefully pushed her Soulmate back againgteadboard. "Okay relax now."
Slowly the younger woman did and she opened hexr again. "Not so bad now."

The older woman smiled. "Good." She reached dowheqgar and spoon again. She
took the jar's top off and lifted the spoon. Slowg yellow liquid was pour into the
spoon till it was filled. Xena then gazed back & partner with a grin. "This will
taste good."

Gabrielle raised an eyebrow. "Gods."
"Ready?"
"No, just go."

The warrior just quietly laughed and brought theapfull of syrupy medicine to
Gabrielle's lips.

The Queen took the stuff in as she smelled it ds Wee taste exploded in her mouth
and she almost wanted to spit it back out. Butfshed it down into her system with
a big swallow. She closed her eyes and shook faet. H€hat is foul Xena."

Xena lifted the spoon away. "l know, sorry. Itélp though."

"What was it?" The small warrior raised her heackh#p as her eyes opened once
again.

"Arnica, it'll help with the internal bruising arddeeding.” Now the jar's top was on
again and Xena was putting the medicine and spaay.d'You should try to go back
to sleep. Best thing right now."

"What you going to do?"
"Go see Ephiny and Eilis for a few minutes." Xeralked back over to the bed.

Gabrielle sighed with a nod. "Alright.” She gazgdta her partner. "This was bad
timing."

"It was." A sad smile took Xena's lips. "Just badjit wasn't worse huh?"
"Yeah." Gabrielle's eyes fell to her lap then cdraek up to Xena. "Xen?"
"Yeah love?"

"Don't take long okay?" The Queen crossed her amrher lap lightly. "I'm scared of
this." She'd ushered that.

Xena bent down to one knee to be eye level. "Ybe'lfine, | promise okay?"
Gabrielle nodded. "I do."

The warrior smiled warmly and got one back. She feaned forward to hug



Gabrielle lightly. And as they hugged Xena cargfldwered her Soulmate onto the
bed again. Gradually the warrior pulled back bacpt a kiss to Gabrielle's forehead
and stood up. "Go back to sleep huh?"

"l will."

"Good." Xena shifted down to the foot of the belde $eached forward and untied
Gabrielle's boots and placed them on the floorevpiacing the sais on the table.
Coming back over to the bed, she helped slip tlersoover her friend's body. "I'll
come back soon as | can."

"Thanks Xena." The young woman's lips shaped inbviag smile.

Xena reflected the smile back. "No problem lovéné $owered her lips down to
claims Gabrielle's. She sensed her Soulmate's sianadl on her cheek. A very fine
tint of blood was in the kiss, which made Xenasrsich turn in worryment. Pulling
back she still had that smile. "Sleep well."

"Oh yeah." Gabrielle chuckled as she watched ham$ate amble over to the door.
The warrior opened the door a peered back. "Bye."
"See you Xena."

Xena lowered her head and walked through the dgogeang into the cloudy day.
She closed the door quietly behind and headedthijiawn to the sparring fields to
find Ephiny.

Part 7
Section 7
~*Part 22*~

The watrrior lifted her arms to cross them overdfast. She nodded. "She's asleep
now." Slowly Xena leaned back against the hut's.wal

"Good. But that internal bleeding shouldn't be ba&ilis then smiled as she sat at her
desk with a few scrolls surrounding her.

"It shouldn't as long as she rests."

Eilis chuckled. "Very true." A seriousness took 0aad she locked eyes with the
warrior. "I couldn't help but noticed what you s&dGabrielle.”

Xena raised an eyebrow. "Which part was that?"

"The part where you called her 'love." Are you bitether again?" Eilis moved her
arms off the table to sit back in her wood chair.

"We are."

The healer smiled warmly. "That's wonderful." Hena went against her chest.
"When did this happen if | may ask?"



The warrior let a smile take her lips. "Eleven dags."
"Ah, that makes sense then."
Once again Xena raised an eyebrow in question.

The healer quietly laughed. "I noticed a changiénrelationship between you and
Gabrielle." A nod. "I'm glad to hear it."

The Warrior Princess stood up from the wall andosged her arms. "It was to long."
Eilis nodded. "Might have been longer. Things seeetty perfect now except..."

"Speaking of which." The warrior moved to the ddbneed to go check on the
Queen."

A small chuckle came from Eilis. "Quite." She wstdrn. "I'll come by tomorrow
morning to check on her."

Xena nodded. "Great. Thanks again Eilis."
"Quite welcome Xena. Take care."

The warrior opened the door still gazing over athiealer. "We both will." She
smiled. "Take care yourself. Bye." With that saie stepped out the door and closed
it behind. Slowly Xena's boot stamped down thesstdghe healer's hut to meet the
ground. She went at a slow walk heading to herhertmind filled with thoughts.

Then it suddenly hit her causing her to stop dedukr tracks. Xena brought her arms
over her stomach and shut her eyes as a bad pamlda a cramp. Her eyes flew
open. "Hades." She broke out running to the hut full intent to burst through the
door, which she did. As soon as Xena came in sheGsbrielle sitting up arms
around her stomach head bent forward crying in.pe door was closed and Xena
raced to her saddlebags for the medical kit. "Hartgere Gabrielle." She frantically
milled through her medicines.

"Xena... I don't need medicines." Slowly the youngwem opened her eyes to gaze at
her friend. "Just you... please." All her words camnéin a rasp of pain.

Xena stopped for a moment. Her mind raced to censicht a smart idea or not. But
her soul only knew one answer. Her soul had thatgrestrength and it led her to
stand up and quickly move to the bed, forgettingualbhe medicine. The warrior got
onto the bed behind Gabrielle and wrapped her armend her Soulmate and pressed
her body against her small back.

The Queen took a long breath and she reached tmahieer's large hands. Her eyes
were still shut against the pain but she took Xehahds. Gabrielle then brought her
Soulmate's hands to her lower stomach to rest.tBée continued to take deep
breaths to relax her body.

Xena let her fingertips slid under the younger woisigeather belt right to where she
knew the pain to be.

Gabrielle took one last deep breath and felt the gigappear. "Oh gods." She sighed



in relief and let her body relax back into Xena.

The warrior nuzzled her partner's neck. "Better?"

The small warrior nodded. "A lot."

"What happened?"

Gabrielle closed her eyes. "l woke up with the pditer eyes slowly opened.

The warrior lifted her hands slowly from under thather belt, she wrapped her left
arm around her partner's lower stomach. With gt thand she reached behind to
unhook her sheath and sword. They fell the grountlsmon the chakram did as well.
"Think you can move back?"

The Queen nodded. "Yeah."

Xena wrapped both her arms around Gabrielle's stbragain. Slowly and carefully
she pushed back till her back was against the loeadb

The younger woman shut her eyes as the pain startzmime fizzing up again.
"Xena."

"l got you." Xena quickly moved her hands down toeve the pain was in Gabrielle.
"Relax."

The pain slowly dissipated to nothingness and mh@lsvarrior dropped her head
back against her Soulmate's right shoulder. "ThankXena."

"Sorry | wasn't here."

Gabrielle shook her head. "You couldn't have kndwihe lifted her hands from her
thighs and brought them up to lace through herr8atd's fingers.

Now both Soulmate's hands stay resting on Gabgetiternally damaged abdomen.

The young woman then knitted her eyebrows. "How know | was in pain
anyway? You came bursting into the door like yoawri

The older woman grinned. "Let's say | felt the eti$e’
Gabrielle chuckled. "Oh | see. You got caught vsitime bad cramps huh?"

"Pretty much." Xena brought her lips down to plaagentle kiss to her partner's neck.
"l guess we'll be staying like this for awhile."

The smaller woman quietly chuckled. "And you domithd?"
"Oh no." Xena rubbed her thumb over Gabrielle'safsecond.
"Did you find Eph?"

The warrior nodded. "I did."

"What'd she say?"

"She's worried about you. But right now you have¢hby's before technically having



a challenge."

"And what did you say Xena?"

Xena sighed. "Basically you'd be there if you carl' b
Gabrielle nodded. "Maybe I'll be lucky."

The warrior let her breath out slowly. "Let's taka day at a time." She paused. "By
the way, Eilis is happy about us."

The young woman looked sidelong at Xena. "Eilis? Usld on what you mean?"
Xena let a chuckle escape. "She knows we're togéthe

"How?"

"Because | called you love earlier."

Gabrielle groaned. "And you talk about me flashimgs. You just right out say it."
"Remember I'm the blunt one."

The Queen snickered. "Right.” She let a smirk tadelips. "That's why you had to
kiss me in a dreamscape thingy instead of jushtethe you're in-love with me."

A laugh came from Xena. "Well | didn't want to... owé@elm you."

Gabrielle started to laugh a little. "Overwhelm kiedes. Overwhelm yourself you
mean."

Xena grinned and brought her lips close to hemgad ear. "Overwhelm us maybe."

"Mmm, sounds right." The Queen turned her head@ndeso that she could place a
kiss to her Soulmate's left cheek and then nubdenviarrior's neck. She let the side of
her face stay resting against Xena's neck. "So didéEilis have to say?"

"That she was really glad." The warrior closeddess as she let her head rest against
Gabrielle's. "She'll be here tomorrow morning teaton you."

"She's not going to do that stomach pushing like gid... right?"
The warrior chuckled. "You're the Queen.”
"Hades that doesn't mean a darn thing when it camasealer."

Xena grinned. "True." She then smiled as her vo@re out in defense. "I'll take care
of her."

"Good." Gabrielle's eyes drifted shut. "You telll8p come by?"
"Nah, | just assumed she would."

Gabrielle grinned. "Ephiny, oh yeah she will. Thaither hen." A knock at the door
came. So she grinned and spoke more louder. étliy life on it that's her."



"But | already own that."

The Queen grinned. "Definitely.” She then sighedrasther knock came and she still
talked in a loud voice. "Think we should answer?"

"Yesss." Xena opened her eyes and gazed acrdss tlmor. "Come in." Her voice
was louder.

The door opened and Ephiny came stomping in. Caitbid setting sun's rays filter
through into the hut till the door was closed behin

Gabrielle grinned devilishly at her regent. "Nioesee you here."
"l heard what you two said earlier.” Ephiny pla¢ea hands on her hips with a glare.
The warrior grinned at the Amazon. "And?"

"And I'm not a mother hen." The regent looked diyeat Gabrielle and cleared her
throat.

Gabrielle chuckled. "Denial Eph."

The regent sighed and shook her head she ambledootre table and picked up a
chair. She swung it around to face the Soulmatelsiny sat down in it with a flop.
"So how are you feeling?" She was gazing at Gderiel

The small warrior nodded. "A lot better." She #elint of oddness for sitting like this
in her partner's arms in front of her friend. Butdds if she was going to move out of
her Soulmate's arms.

"Good. That was pretty scary."” The regent relaxackbn the chair and crossed her
right leg over her left.

The Queen grinned. "Trust me | know." Her exprassvent serious. "What's going
on with the challenges?"

Ephiny reached down to her left side to untiedralsand she handed up to Gabrielle.
"We still need to do some primary challenges befegecan do the final one's.”

Gabrielle nodded as she unrolled the scroll andegegown at it.
Finals
Mairead Southeast

Wins: Aureus - Zahra - Parvulus - Gloria - Leatisakut - Nyx - Gabrielle TOTAL:
8

Losses: Caitriona TOTAL: 1
Gabridle Central

Wins: Parvulus - Yakut - Gloria - Nyx - Zahra - ltes - Aureus - Caitriona TOTAL:
8



Losses: Mairead TOTAL: 1

Caitriona West

Wins: Gloria - Yakut - Aureus - Nyx - Leatus - ZahrMairead TOTAL: 7
Losses: Parvulus - Gabrielle TOTAL: 2

Primary

Aureus South

Wins: Zahra - Laetus - Yakut - Gloria - Nyx TOTAdL:

Losses: Mairead - Caitriona - Gabrielle - Parval@TAL: 4

Zahra Southwest

Wins: Nyx - Yakut - Leatus - Gloria TOTAL: 4

Losses: Aureus - Mairead - Gabrielle - Parvulusitrona TOTAL: 5
Nyx Northest

Wins: Laetus - Gloria - Yukut - Parvulus TOTAL: 4

Losses: Zahra - Gabrielle - Caitriona - Maireaduréus TOTAL: 5
Gabrielle gazed up to her partner. "Nyx?"

The watrrior still stared down at the scroll. "Yqaiobably."

The small warrior rolled the scroll up and handeid Ephiny. "So there's going to be
challenges between Nyx, Zahra, and Aureus?"

The regent had taken the scroll and was tyingtib tier side again. "Yes." She lifted
her head to the Soulmate's again. "Whichever Quaesres out winning will be in the
finals as well."

"Ssso that's going to be in the course of two days?

Ephiny nodded at Gabrielle's question then respahrityees then we'll all take a day
off before the finals." She then sighed. "Gabriélléry to have you last as possible
but if you can't fight you'll have to forfeit. It8mazon tradition."”

The Queen closed her eyes and turned her head aaght.” She gave her
attention to Ephiny again. "Whatever happens, happguess."

"There's nothing you can do Eph?"

The Amazon averted her eyes to Xena. "No Xenant ®de changed." Her head
lowered and she sighed while raising her headlied to think of something but |
can't come up with anything. Your only chance ib¢al in three days."

Gabrielle laughed low and sarcastically. "Fat cledhc



Xena though felt an idea take her but she didndevid. This wasn't the time so she
gazed to the regent again. "Do the Queens know?"

The regent shook her head. "l won't say anythihgmi sure Gabrielle can't fight."

The Queen turned her head back and forth. "THaydlv. Mairead and Caitriona will
know what's happened.” She sighed.

Ephiny released her breath slow. "Just worry aladw#t's going on with your body
Gabrielle. That's most important then these chg#leri She smiled. "You're more
important.”

The small warrior sadly smiled. "Thanks."

"Anytime." The regent then stood. "l need to headnlto dinner."
Gabrielle let a warmer smile take shape. "Thankgdming by."

"No problem. Get plenty of rest."

"Plan to."

The regent then glanced over at the warrior. "Yoe&ldown at dinner?"
Xena nodded. "For a second or two to grab some'food

Ephiny grinned. "l could have somebody bring soméan you both..."
A grin creased the Queen's lips. "Really?"

The Amazon chuckled. "Definitely my Queen. I'll leav sent." She ambled over to
the door. "Bye."

"Bye Eph." Gabrielle watched her friend leave. ’&ma what's this idea of yours?"
The warrior knitted her eyebrows. "How did..."

The younger woman grinned. "l just know you XenauXhanged the subject quickly
so | knew you had something in mind."

"You're good."

"I know." Gabrielle let her hands lace with Xeraggin. "So?"

Xena smiled. "Well it's going to have to deal watlot of together time."
A small laugh came from the Queen. "I'm liking thlan already."

The warrior though went stoic as she decided téte@xjper idea or rather hopes. "
have a feeling if we're... well together then yoldhl faster.”

Gabrielle didn't respond right away, she considéneddea. "You mean close
together?" She paused. "Hold on... so you're sayingfiwe're close then I'll be able
to heal faster because we're Soulmates?"

The warrior didn't say anything instantly as steeoted on it. "Yes, | have a funny



feeling it might work."
The Queen let her breath out slowly and relaxeal lnetr partner's arms. "Good plan."

Xena quietly laughed. "Shouldn't be... to stressful."

~F ok h

"Room services." The Amazon grinned as she cldseddor behind with her free
hand while her other hand held a tray of food. t&her hut services | should say."

Gabrielle groaned at her friend. "Thanks Amarice."
The warrior slowly ambled out of the wash room. '8¥/took you Amarice?"
Amarice coolly turned her head towards the Waroncess. "Deal Xena."

Xena quietly laughed and finally let an appreciawmile take form. "Thanks
Amarice."

"No problem.”" The Amazon flashed a smile then &tbbver to the table placing the
tray of food there. Turning to Gabrielle she frodnd heard what happened. Letting
to many of those dumb Queens get you."

The small warrior sighed as she sat on the bed.dfitaid they're the smarter ones
Amarice. They broke my defenses and good."

The Amazon crossed her arms over her chest. I'safflthey're stupid to mess with
you from what I've seen.”

"Thanks." Gabrielle shook her head. "But maybé#llup and about soon." She let
her hands shift in her lap and her shoulders slgifiome against the headboard of the
bed.

Xena moved to sit down on the foot of the bed gapwver at Amarice with Gabrielle
in the corner of her eye.

Amarice knitted her eyebrows. "So exactly what'$e. injury? | mean you look fine."
"My lower organs are internally bruised.”

The Amazon flinched for a moment. "How long wilktitake to heal?"

That's when the warrior cut in. "Maybe a week Arcai

"Oh gods." Amarice turned her head to Xena. "Timgést?"

Xena turned her head to Gabrielle. "Two and hakkge' She averted her eyes back
to Amarice.

"Then that means you can't fight... right?" The Amagaestioned the Queen with a
worried tone.

"Yes Amarice." The small warrior added her arms\ga@gainst her chest. "Nothing
can be done really."

Amarice huffed. "Well centaur shit if | am gonnadie Amazon if somebody like



Mairead becomes the head Queen. | am not going &pért of that."

Gabrielle's eyes quickly harden. "Amarice you wille Mairead a chance if she does
become the Queen."

The Amazon raised an eyebrow. "I'm sorry Gabriellel am not even going to give
her the time of day." Amarice quickly noticed hare@n's eyes narrowing so Amarice
explained herself. "Gabrielle I'm not the only dhat feels like that. All your
Amazons won't have anything to do with this newidtatf Mairead is the head
Queen. Nobody wants to be reigned under her comlakead can only think about
fighting, wars, and battles. We all want you foe tread Queen."

The small warrior sighed and dropped her gazs. gibbably not going to happen
now Amarice." She glanced back up. "So start likimgidea that Mairead will be
Queen. She might just be."

Amarice sighed and rolled her eyes while droppiegdrms. "She's going to have a
really small Nation then. That piece of a centaur-"

"Amarice." The Queen's voice had came out in lownivey.

The Amazon sheepishly smiled. "Sorry... well I'ljim®pe that Caitriona becomes
Queen."

"Thank you Amarice."
Amarice let herself quietly laugh. "Sure. | stilysyou belong as Queen."

Gabrielle raised an eyebrow. "Well maybe if | céight in the challenges then I'll try
to challenge the head Queen later on."

The Amazon's face brightened. "You have to GaleriélMairead becomes Queen.
You can't let her be the head Queen, she'll degti@ymazons."

The small warrior sighed. "We'll see." She pauS&danks for bringing the food."

Amarice smiled. "Anytime. Ah | better go so you tean eat." She walked over to the
door and gazed back at the Soulmates on the bgdt yiou something light
Gabrielle." Her eyes then drifted to Xena. "And Egalid you don't eat any sort of red
meat."

The warrior grinned. "Trying to quit."

The Amazon chuckled. "No cow huh?"

Xena lifted her arms to cross over her chest. ‘®dwy butt doesn't interest me."
"But chicken butt does?" Amarice then started tmha

"Bye Amarice." Gabrielle had a smug look on heefafter she said that to her
Amazon.

Amarice stopped and went serious. "l can take & 8ee if | visit you two ever
again."



"You will Amarice." The warrior shot a smirk to t#enazon.

The Amazon huffed and opened the door. "Maybe. \&fgthy the food. Bye."

"Bye Amarice and thank you."

Xena smiled and also spoke up. "Thanks Amaricegd@el too."

Amarice rolled her eyes. "Right. Bye." She then ¢édsing the door quietly behind.

Gabrielle sighed after she heard the door shutg@hed over at Xena. "She's a
mess."

The warrior grinned. "Tell me about it." She stagrfrom the bed and padded over to
the bed to the tray. "Let's see what we got heteria studied the food deciding what
would best settle with Gabrielle's stomach. "Thypk can handle some soup?”

"What kind?"

"It's just chicken. Shouldn't be to hard to digeXena glanced sidelong at her
Soulmate.

Gabrielle nodded. "Yeah sure. What else is there?"

"A little white rice too. Let's start with the satif he warrior turned around with the
bowl of soup and a spoon. She took two steps avtret bed and handed it carefully
to Gabrielle.

The Queen took the bowl and smelled the aromaeo$dlup invade her senses. She
actually felt herself go hungry. "Thanks."

Xena nodded and turned back to the tray and ldtpthte with grilled chicken with an
olive sauce and broccoli with corn. She picked kpiée and fork then sat on the side
of the bed to face her partner. "How is that?"

Gabrielle gazed up and let a grin take her lipgariB but it's settling.”

"Good." The warrior settled the plate into her ol began to eat the food on her
plate.

"So think | can have some milk later with all ofsthi' The small woman was grinning
as she glanced over at her Soulmate.

The older woman slowly raised her hand at Gabriélilgrou want to throw it up later
sure."

The small warrior chuckled. "Wellll maybe afterdtgetter.”
"Good idea." Xena grinned and went back to eatergfdod.

The pair ate in relative silence as they always iidas one of the few times they
stayed silent but they always enjoyed the sileliaeas almost like a tradition to be
silent at their dinners.

After they ate Gabrielle peered over at her wamibom was by the fire stocking it.



"Think I can try getting out of bed?"

Xena just lit the fire and turned to her Soulma¥eah." She moved across the floor
to her partner's side.

Gabrielle waited for her Soulmate not wanting emsittill she was by her side.
Slowly the young woman swung her bare feet ouhefited to the wood floor. She
stood up at a slow rate beside her partner. Buivsiseshaky and so she grasped her
warrior's closes shoulder.

"Take your time." Xena held her Queen. "You havesnergy since you pretty much
emptied your stomach today."

The young woman nodded. "I'd say so." She tookep teeath. "Okay, | think I'll be
alright.” Slowly she released Xena and began t&asdund.

Xena watched her and saw how her Soulmate movedysldhis was a bit unnerving
for Xena. But she could only let time heal Gabeiell

The small warrior then walked into the washroomidiag she really wanted to clean
up.

The warrior though went to the saddlebags and ghalle one of her shifts. "Feel like
getting out of your leathers."

"Yeah." Gabrielle had called back from the washroom

Xena rose up and tossed the shift to the bed andduowards the washroom's
entrance. She saw her Soulmate come out slowlytveitleyes closed tight.

Gabrielle leaned against the doorway and wrappedrnes over her stomach. She
sucked in a deep breath.

The Warrior Princess's eyes widen and she tookadwge steps to be near Gabrielle.
Her large hands came down to the younger womaniriabdomen. "It's okay, | got
you."

The Amazon Queen nodded and leaned into Xena thsfehe doorway. Her arms
wrapped around the warrior while she let her fack sto Xena's shoulder.

Xena held her Soulmate around the stomach araadegghbrielle’s breathing slow
down. "Is it leaving?"

The small warrior took a long breath and raisedhead. "Yeah thanks."

The older woman smiled. "Anytime." She then toatep off to the side to stand
beside her friend. Xena's right arm snaked arouaari€lle's back. "Come on."

Gabrielle nodded and moved through the hut gragluééina helped her to sit at the
foot of the bed next to the night shift.

Xena then smiled after releasing the other womlagts"get you out of your leathers."

Gabrielle nodded. "Right simple enough.” She begdake her top off.



"Let me do it. You relax."

"Xena, don't be an Ephiny."

The warrior's lips formed into a grin. "No, I'm juseing your Soulmate."
Gabrielle let a warm smile crease her lips. "Thamk."

Xena nodded. "I love you." She reached forwardatefully pull Gabrielle's leather
top off. She then reached to her right pickinghg ghift and slipping it over
Gabirielle.

The young woman shrugged it over her body lettirggay just over her hips since she
still had yet to take her skirt off.

The warrior grasped her Soulmate's leather beltlattd to the skirt and she carefully
pulled them off. She didn't want to be fast or haodut it since the leather belt would
brush past Gabrielle's lower stomach. After takhrgm off she placed the skirt by the
leather top.

Slowly the Amazon Queen stood up and let her pestshift slid over her body. It
felt good to have on something loose. Gabrielledpddver to a window closes to
her. She stared outside into the darkness anetegyes drift up to the star lit sky.

After placing her Soulmate's leathers away, Xenaet towards Gabrielle's back.
Xena quietly made her way over to Gabrielle. Shapped her arms around the
Queen's stomach and gazed out of the window as well

"I hope my stomach will heal over soon."

Xena was silent for a moment. She wished she gastdtorrect the problem with a
wave of her hand. But she couldn't. But maybe, qusybe she could will it to happen.
"Give yourself time."

Gabrielle sighed. "That's about all | can do huh?"

Carefully the warrior moved her hands to her paisr@des. She forced Gabrielle to
turn around and face her.

Gabrielle stared deep up into her Soulmate's ey@slae saw a certain promise in
them.

And Xena soon spoke that promise. "Do you want wboimach to heal in three days
Gabrielle?"

Gabrielle nodded. "Yes."

Xena's lips shaped in a very warm and trustingesriithen we will have it heal in
three days." Carefully Xena leaned down to captereSoulmate's lips in a love filled
intense kiss.

~*Part 23*~

The three days rolled in and rolled away. The daythe Amazons were nothing but
fighting and deciding on the fourth Queen to béhmfinals. The end result of these



last challenges was Nyx who defeated the otheiQweens. But the third day was a
day of rest for all the Amazons, especially the €nse

For the Soulmates these three days were nothingebuand relaxation. They spent
time together in the hut hardly doing anything tagting in each other's arms.
Gabrielle had begun her healing process and fasaatBy the third day's morning
only her lower abdomen hurt faintly. So that hatitleem to finally leave the hut in
the late morning going for a walk together thoug woods.

The Queen smiled while walking down the trail. "Gpii's so nice to finally be out of
that hut.”

The warrior chuckled and gazed over at her Soulmélas it all that bad?"

"No." Gabrielle grinned up to her partner. "Two slayith you alone? I'd do it again in
a heartbeat.” She then gazed ahead. "It's justmisgetch my legs though."

Xena nodded. "Felt a little cramp in that small.hut

The Queen quietly laughed. "Well maybe you did sipau're tall.”

"Ohhh?" The older woman arched an eyebrow dowrmasimaller warrior.

Gabrielle nodded. "Yeah, you know." She steppesderito Xena to bump against her.

Xena chuckled and wrapped an arm around behin8ta@mate's shoulders pulling
her in close. She took a deep breath and gazed ét@aghtfully. "Your body might
be able to handle fighting tomorrow."

"You really think so?" Gabrielle peered up to Xevith a hopeful look.

"Maybe." Xena sighed. "We should talk to Ephiny @eeé how she's going to work
these finals.” She looked down at Gabrielle. "E'sldoing a fight a day we should
have Mairead, Caitriona, and Nyx fight tomorrow."

"So then that would leave me another day to recbuaf"

Xena nodded. "Exactly." She was gazing down at @ldmith serious eyes. "l don't
want you fighting when you haven't had a chanqaréatice first."

The Queen nodded in agreement. "You're right. lld@tistand a chance then after
three and half days of laying around.”

The warrior looked up as she kept walking. "My thbts exactly." She sighed
unhappily then. "We better head back."”

The smaller woman smirked. "You don't sound to lyagpout that."
Xena turned her head to Gabrielle. "Oh no."
Gabrielle chuckled and stopped walking. "Yeah kagthis is dragging out huh?"

The older woman had stopped walking in the forfg@se shrugged her shoulders.
"Maybe."



The Queen raised an eyebrow. "You know it is."
Xena flashed a knowing grin.

Gabrielle chuckled and her lips shaped into a wamile. She took a step closer to
Xena and wrapped her arms around her Soulmate.

Xena enveloped her arms around Gabrielle holdimgitet. Her head lowered down
to rest against Gabrielle's while her eyes closed.

"Thanks Xena for your help." The small warrior egsher head against her
Soulmate's chest as she held her partner.

The warrior kissed the top of Gabrielle's head dmgbped her head back down. "You
know | would."

"Yeah | know. It's just... sometimes it hits me harst how lucky | am to have you."
Xena smiled. "The feeling is mutual.”

Gabrielle laughed lightly. "Good." She lifted hexad knowing Xena would lower
hers.

Their lips had met and created a strong kiss #stéd for a time. After they broke the
kiss and released each other they started wallaog to the Amazon village to find
Ephiny.

~F kK

Ephiny sat down in her chair by her desk and seshe did a knock was heard. She
sighed and gazed over to the door. "Come in!"

The door opened and the pair of Soulmates cam&linwvarm smiles.
The regent smiled back. "So you both are up andtanah?"

Gabrielle grinned and padded across the hut toginh. She heard Xena shut the door
and move to sit down in a chair next to Gabrieleah, Xena and | just got back
from a stroll in the woods."

"Really?" The Amazon turned her head to Xena.dhdithink warriors toolstrolls
but I guess I'm wrong."

The Warrior Princess raised an eyebrow at the te§ére then was serious. "l didn't
think regents fell in-love with their second in coands but guess I'm wrong."

Ephiny chuckled and crossed her arms over her chiésit's just a myth."
Xena grinned devilishly. "Just a myth huh? I'versd#éferent.”

The Amazon opened her mouth to say something bsitwoff as Gabrielle coughed
to get her attention. Ephiny closed her mouth anded her attention to her Queen.
"Yes my Queen?"

Gabrielle snickered. "That's better.” Now she waantous. "What's going on with the
finals?"



The regent sighed. "Well as you know it's Nyx, Maml, Caitriona, and you in the
finals. So far I'm planning to have one final a.daigured it would be a good idea,
give you an extra day to rest."

The Amazon Queen smiled. "Perfect. That's mainly ¥X&na and | came by."

The regent nodded. "Well right now the plan isNtairead to fight Caitriona
tomorrow. The following day is suppose to be yod Alyx." She let her breath out
slowly. "You think you can fight by then or not?"

The small warrior turned her gaze from Ephiny to $eulmate in question.

Xena looked at her partner then to Ephiny. "Wektlso Eph. Gabrielle's stomach is
almost healed.”

The regent's eyes widen. "Gods really?" She gazedto Gabrielle for conformation.
The Queen nodded her head in agreement. "Almost."

The Amazon smiled. "That's great. Gods... it's antazi8he chuckled. "How'd you
manage that?"

Gabrielle grinned. "It's called a lot of TLC."

The regent let a grin take her lips as well. "Ohseé¢ now."
The smaller warrior groaned and peered up to Xena.
The warrior grinned. "Your regent."”

Gabrielle sighed and glanced back to Ephiny. "Anyiv&he grinned. "What happens
the third day of the finals?"

"Whoever wins the two challenges the other two dalishen fight. And whichever
Queen wins will be the head Queen of the Nations."

The small warrior furrowed her eyebrows. "A livedie situation you're using huh?"

Ephiny nodded. "Yeah | figured it would be the b&ay. | pretty much matched up
each opponent that is evenly matched.”

Gabrielle nodded. "Good idea, we don't have mucterime."

The regent nodded her head. "No not much. | gieadather week or two before
winter hits."

The Amazon Queen groaned and leaned back in hief"§kat's not good."
"Don't worry Gabrielle, we have plenty of fire wota the winter."

Gabrielle chuckled but only for a moment. "That$ my concern. I'm worried if the
Queens will have enough time to get back to thatidws.” She then let her next
words come out in a whisper. "Especially Yakut."

Ephiny shook her head. "I think we'll be fine."



Xena nodded and gazed over at Gabrielle. "We'fifeeGabrielle. We'll just make it
by the skin of our teeth."

The small warrior nodded. "I hope the weather holdlstill then." She then sighed
after gazing down at the floor. "How are all the &rons dealing with each other?"
Her eyes lifted up to Ephiny.

Ephiny smiled. "Things are fine. No fights or bidkeg. Everybody is pretty involved
with the challenges."

Gabrielle nodded. "Good." She then gazed over aaX#d think we'll go." Her eyes
averted back to Ephiny. "This is your day to catebr breath."

The regent nodded. "Yeah, been a busy week."

The Queen nodded. "Tell me about it." She stoodloywly with her Soulmate. "Get
Solari to give you some TLC today Eph."

Ephiny laughed and stood up from her chair. "l tiombw what you're talking about
my Queen."

"Right AR."

The Amazon's lips took on a grin. She stepped fahaad hugged Gabrielle. "Glad
you're doing better. I've been worried."

A smile came from Gabrielle. "Thanks Eph. And thafde sending Amarice
practically every candlemark with food."

Ephiny snickered. "l thought you would like that."
"Oh she's great entertainment. She keeps me postéte gossip.”

The regent nodded. "Oh yeah, Amarice is part of3Herce in this Nation. She
knows all the gossip."

"So I've notice." Gabrielle sighed. "Okay, I'll sgmu later. Have a good day Eph."

"You too Gabrielle." Ephiny then smiled to Xena.€h&, I'm surprised you haven't
caused any mayhem in the village yet."

The warrior grinned. "l don't know what you're fall about Ephiny."
The regent laughed. "Right. Bye Xena."

Xena smiled. "See you Eph." She ambled over talttoe and opened it.
Gabrielle followed behind. "See you Eph."

"Bye you two." Ephiny watched the door to her Hose and she sighed.

~F ok Kk

The afternoon of that day had quickly come and3belmates for a candlemark
before dusk did some light sparring. They'd le Wilage to go to a clearing in the
Amazon Forest to practice.



"l want you to take this slow okay?"
Gabrielle nodded at her Soulmate as she stood tigher sais.

Xena smiled. "Good." She took a step back and wtkkd her sword. "And if your
stomach starts hurting at all then tell me."

The Queen nodded only again. "l think you'll kndw is bothering me." She grinned
as she flipped her sais placing the blades underhsts.

The warrior arched an eyebrow. "Sometimes you'oel@out hiding it."
Gabrielle smirked. "Well monkey see monkey do."

Xena gave her partner a semi-drop dead look farctrmment. "Funny Gabrielle." A
small grin now.

The smaller warrior chuckled then let her grin ditke devilish. "So you going to
fight or give me looks all day?"

The Warrior Princess twisted her wrist to flip lserord and now her own grin swept
across her lips. And that certain twinkle camedbdrystal blue eyes.

Gabrielle took a deep breath. "Oh boy." As sooshessaid that Xena's sword came at
her and Gabrielle just parried it. Afterwards Galdei jumped back. "Not bad Xena.
But you seem still a little off."

Xena laughed. "You're full of all sorts of jokesl&y Gabrielle.”

"Oh yeah." Gabrielle quickly lunged forward withrlgais to get at Xena's stomach.
"Just trying to keep you distracted."

The warrior grinned after stopping the sais. "Yegoing to need a lot of jokes then
love."

The Queen pulled back to come at Xena's feet. "@intt need jokes to distract you."

Xena had done a back flip to get away from the samsing at her feet. She landed
and flipped her sword while speaking. "Don't | knbw

The Soulmate's sparring practice went on for theineed candlemark. Gabrielle was
slower then normal and a bit weak but she waamtidtabout her fighting. Xena
figured that by tomorrow she would be fine and yefad the fight against Nyx.

"No you shouldn't have any problems." The warrd@n sat down on the log after
speaking. She reached behind with her sword simegithi

Gabrielle walked over to the log and propped ora bp at a time sheathing her sais.
Then she sat down with a flop beside Xena on the"Mou think so huh?"

Xena nodded. "Yeah. Just get plenty of sleep tdaragd tomorrow night."
"And plenty of food." Gabrielle chuckled after hewn words.

"And plenty of food will help Gabrielle." The waon gazed over at her partner with



seriousness.
The Queen nodded. "I know." She took in a long thredm actually hungry now."

The older woman smiled. "It's good to hear thatraj&he reached over with her left
arm and wrapped it behind Gabrielle's shoulders.&tfled her smaller Soulmate
against her.

Gabrielle smiled as she dropped her head agaims'Xshoulder. "So we're going to
practice tomorrow too?"

Xena nodded. "Yeah. All day sound good?"
"Let me think." Gabrielle grinned. "I guess so.'light laugh escaped her lips.
The warrior smiled to herself. "Good."

Gabrielle sighed contently. She felt the cool afbven's air begin to take her. She then
knew her body was cooling down from the sparringpu’ know it'll be nice to see
Cyrene."

Xena stared off into the dusk woods. "It will. lkhow Mother, she's worried about
us."

"Gods, you realize Xena we're going to have a #xygaining everything to her?"

The warrior chuckled. "Oh yes." She sighed withia.gAs soon as we come into
Amphipolis | can promise you Mother will come ouidegrab me by my ear. Drag me
into the tavern and yell at me for separating wahb."

The Queen lifted her head off Xena's shoulder. "¥ally think so?"

"Yesss." Xena gazed over at her partner.

"She didn't the other two times."

Xena shrugged her shoulders. "Because she knewltwbtalk about it then.”

Gabrielle grinned and dropped her head back dowth@marrior's shoulder. "Well,
she'll just have to yell at me too."

The warrior didn't say anything. Instead she Kigstop of Gabrielle's head then rest
her own against Gabrielle's head. After that shienér small partner wrap an arm
around her mid back. They both closed their eyedetrtheir bodies become lost in
their soul.

"Xena?"
"Mmm?"

"We better go before it gets dark. | don't fee¢lgetting lost in the woods like last
time."

Xena chuckled and opened her eyes. "Don't feelddiag a flip with me?"

Gabrielle slowly opened her emerald eyes. "No, guastt feel like tripping to fall on



my face."

The warrior's lips took the shape of a grin. "Ddéeél like having me catch you
again?"

"Welll." The small warrior chuckled. "There are eptions." She raised her head off
Xena's shoulder once the wariror lifted her head.

The older woman chuckled and slowly stood up. "Bhahat | figured." She watched
to see Gabrielle stand and that made her smile lya€@arefully Xena pressed her
warm hands against Gabrielle's stomach. "Howesaitf'

Gabrielle smiled back and let her hands come updbon Xena's over her own
stomach. "So much better."

Xena let her hands then glide across her partstersach to her sides. "Good. That
was a good scare."

The small warrior nodded. "It was." Her hands ntwfted to rest on her tall
Soulmate's hips. "I'm just glad you've been hetake care of me."

The warrior's smile went deep into warmth. "Alwé&yshe leaned down to kiss her
Soulmate soundly.

Once they pulled back from the kiss they founad ialimost be dark.
Gabrielle groaned. "Oh great.”

Xena grinned and reached down to grasped her partand. "Come on. We've made
it through the darkness before."

The Queen nodded with a smile. "To say the least.”

The warrior started walking through the darkenirapds with Gabrielle right beside
her. This time though, the pair made it directiytigh the darkness without any
problem. They hit nothing, didn't fall because oything, and didn't lose each other.

~*Part 24*~

The following day brought about a lot of work aqdsing for Gabrielle. She and
Xena had risen late morning and made their wapt@diuge breakfast. After that,
well they left the village taking a long walk intlee woods to find a clearing far away
from the village. And there they practice till laterning.

Gabrielle's fighting in the morning was a littleHargic but quickly picked up as she
went along and when she was fully awake. By thdy @dternoon before the
Soulmates broke for lunch she was going all oubrf&fie’'s moves had sped back up
to lightening quick reflexes. Her blows held thearmal strength and Gabrielle's
focus was perfectly there. The only small thing taek was her endurance and tone.

"l guess three plus days of doing nothing finaiyght up with me."

Xena flashed a grin then went stoic. "It did songheé took a deep breath. "But you'll
be more then prepared by tomorrow."



Gabrielle nodded. Her fork came down to piercenadat carrots. "Thank the gods
for that." She then grinned.

The warrior arched an eyebrow in question. "WHhhagsgrin about?"
The Queen shook her head. "I think | should benggthank Xena for that."

Xena chuckled as she watched an Amazon pass Inytab& in the food hut. "We
both healed your stomach."”

Gabrielle nodded. "I know. I'm just glad it worke&he sighed. "I still cant' believe it
did."

The Warrior Princess grinned evilly. "Neither camol will the rest of the Amazons."

The smaller warrior snickered. "I can't wait to seerybody's looks tomorrow when |
walk onto the sparring field to fight Nyx."

Xena let a laugh leave her lips. "Neither can hé &te the last bit of her lunch and
gazed at Gabrielle. "Ready to go back out?"

Gabrielle nodded and stood up with her plate. "gast

The older woman chuckled and stood up with her plate. The Soulmates rid of
their dishes and started walking to the trail tovkethe village again. As they ambled
down the trail in the woods an idea seem to takeriélie.

Gabrielle then gazed up to her partner after stgpm walk. "So I'm lacking tone
right?"

Xena stopped walking and nodded. "Yes."

The Queen nodded and grinned. "How about a liténg excersise Xena?"
The warrior placed her hands on her hips. "Whathate in mind?"

"A run to the clearing? How's that sound?"

"Think you can handle it?" Xena hadn't asked iaasing tone but in concern.
Gabrielle nodded. "I think so."

The tall woman nodded and smiled. "Let's try it.but

Gabrielle smiled back and turned towards the &géin and first started out jogging.
She couldn't remember the last time she'd donewamyng. She knew this would
help out a lot, it always seemed to.

Xena jogged right along beside her Soulmate. Kistarted out as a jog for them then
it sped up. Gabrielle controlled the speed theytwaeoonsidering she was the one
injured not to long ago. When they were ratherelosthe clearing they'd been at
early Gabrielle was at a sprint. She felt goodias a bit tiring when it shouldn't have
been but it didn't leave her dying for air.

Once they made it to the clearing Xena made hein&da stretch her muscles to



make sure she wouldn't pull them or have them gtiterwards came the sparring for
three candlemarks or so. And the entire time Ghémever felt such a determination
to get back into shape. To prepare herself to fight

Xena had saw this and it made her smile. The waneeself became quite involved
with the sparring trying to tone her body back 8pe hadn't slashed with a sword in
to long nor done a back flip. Now became the best to practice her fighting skills
with her partner. By the end of the sparring inldte afternoon both Soulmates were
tired from the none stop sparring.

Gabrielle took a deep breath as she brought hiet aign over her head and pulled on
it with her left hand. She felt the muscles in ledrarm begin to stretch out.

Xena had just finished stretching her body and sl@ame up behind Gabrielle. She
watched her Soulmate switch arms over her heackand came directly up behind
Gabrielle. Slowly Xena snaked her arms around thee@'s stomach and lowered her
lips to the small warrior's neck.

Gabrielle moaned and dropped her arms and leandtehd back into Xena. "You're
starting something."

"Mmm | know." Xena let her hands come up to slideas Gabrielle's ribs and
directly under her leather top.

The small warrior turned around and quickly capdutes other woman's lips in a
strong kiss.

Xena grinned in the middle of the kiss. Her haratse& gliding down and she let her
finger tips go in between Gabrielle's belt and skimle her thumbs rubbed against the
soft muscular stomach.

Gabrielle's hands came up to press against Xela'smsh as she kissed her warrior
strongly. Then she ended the kiss to only letipsrdraze across the warrior's neck
and down to her chest.

"Gabrielle."

The small warrior chuckled and placed one lastt ligds and rested her head against
Xena's chest. "And | thought you wanted to stameihing."

The warrior grinned. "l do but for later."”
The Queen's lips released a small laugh. "It'sa tthen."
Xena laughed. "Good. I'll see you in the hut aftiener for the... date."

Gabrielle started to laugh as she relaxed agaarsbbulmate's body. "Oh count on
it."

"Mmm, lets head back to the hut and get our cloba#ten't want your muscles to get
sore or stiff."

The Queen sighed and lifted her head. "Or youHat matter." Another soft kiss was
placed on Xena's chest then Gabrielle steppedfieatkg Xena remove her hands.



The pair started trekking back to the Amazon Vilag the late afternoon. They made
it to their hut right around dusk. Inside they dvad their cloaks for the cold night to
come. They'd quickly left the hut and went downhi® Amazon Camp for dinner.

Gabrielle enjoyed being back out with her Amazams @lking away with them. The
entire time Xena stood aside and watched with éesiBvery now and again she
would cut in to tease her small Soulmate whichwbeld receive a glare with grin.
And by that night they were falling into each othéove to bring on a long and deep
sleep.

~*Part 25*~

The sun had creeped into the Soulmate's hut easdking them. They'd both slid out
of bed and put their clothes on. Gabrielle for fnent felt invigorated to have her final
against Nyx and she knew she was going to bedptieen. She felt it deep down
inside of herself.

Xena smiled down to her Soulmate as she stoockimtliss crowd of Amazons. "Be
careful Gabrielle."

The Queen nodded. "Promise.”

The warrior nodded back and placed her right hanGabrielle's left arm. "If
anything, protect your stomach. If you get anotfwyd two blows there it'll be worse
then before. You won't be able to move for at leastonth."

Gabrielle sighed and stared at the ground, sloldylisted her head up. "That's the
reality of it huh?"

Xena let her breath slowly. "Yes it is." Now heiae®came out so serious. "We both
know you can take out Nyx, but don't do it undéigh cost." She paused. "For me?"
She squeezed Gabrielle's arm for a moment theasede

Gabrielle smiled lovingly and placed her right haipdagainst the left side of Xena's
chest. "For you? Always love." She then winked ehX as she dropped her hand and
turned to slowly walk onto the sparring field.

Xena watched her go with a small smile to her lips.

Gabrielle stepped into the center of the sparriglg fis Nyx turned to her. "Ready
Queen Nyx?"

Nyx was laughing as she turned around but suddelgxpression dropped. "How'd
you...? When'd you...? You're..."

The small warrior grinned. "Healed... | know. Letistjsay | have many skills.”

Nyx raised an eyebrow as she reached behind teeattshher sword. "Well then, |
must say | might have been wrong about earlier."

"Oh? And what was that about?" Gabrielle placednaeds on her hips.
"Maybe you do have a lot of muscles then."

The Central Queen laughed. "You have no idea."t@tlea step back and lifted her



hands in front of her body.

Nyx shook her head and shifted her body into figghstance. "I still believe you need
to dress your consort better Queen Gabrielle."

Suddenly Gabrielle lunged forward with a kick toX¢ychest. Nyx went stumbling
back with a shocked expression.

Gabrielle smirked. "Have any other comments abgutomsort and me you'd like to
express?"

Nyx narrowed her eyes. "Well | can see you're stilirow minded."” She came at
Gabrielle with a swipe of her sword.

The small warrior jumped out of the way of the lelatifakes one to know one Queen
Nyx."

The Northeast Queen growled and brought her swondhaver Gabrielle.

Gabrielle simply crossed her wrists at her braseded lifted her arms up. She
watched as Nyx's blade stopped right between Qkdsibracelets. "Well Queen
Nyx, I'm glad you don't have anymore opinions."

Nyx laugh lowly. "Oh | have loads of them about yand your consort." She stepped
back with her sword twirling it.

Gabrielle smiled sarcastically. "Oh please shareeQuNyx." She lowered her hands
after uncrossing her wrists. "ldveto hear."”

The Northeast Queen grinned and quickly tried ta dpiick kick at Gabrielle.

Instead of receiving the blow, Gabrielle literatipught Nyx's foot by the boot.
"Queen Nyx, weren't you taught how to kick righ@&4brielle then abruptly let a cat
grin take her lips.

Queen Nyx's expression in reaction went into feastee saw Queen Gabrielle start to
twist her leg fast. Her body was then tossed t@tbend in a heap because of
Gabrielle's quick move.

The Northeast Queen growled as she wiped awayithiean her face. Her hand
went back down to the ground to lift up a hand &diltirt. She quickly looked up.
"My last comment about you and your consort." Hextrwords came out in a sneer.
"You're both are pathetic for Soulmates." Withoatrming Queen Nyx threw the dust
up at Gabrielle.

The small warrior was completely caught off guaydhis and the dust blurred her
vision. She frantically worked to get the dust frber eyes.

Xena from the sidelines saw this. Her eyes wideshaswatched her Soulmate
rubbing at her eyes in the middle of the small dimtid. Then she saw Queen Nyx
instantly jump to her feet and kick Gabrielle hardhe chest. The warrior's right hand
slipped down to her chakram. Oh she was readyrdeuchakram at the Northeast
Queen in a heartbeat.

Gabrielle had went reeling backwards onto her lmacthe ground. Fortunately



though her vision was pretty much back. She knewwguld bring her sword at her
if she didn't move. So she propped her feet upusistieathed her sais and flipped up
to her feet with her sais up. "Now that wasn't rzeeen Nyx."

Nyx grinned and started to circle with Gabriellerdpthe same. "I don't play nice
when it comes to the role of Queen."

The Central Queen shook her head. "Then you'revadhy enough to be the Queen
of all the Amazons."

Queen Nyx laughed and started on attack at Gadrielie did a number of thrusts and
swipes not making any headway in Gabrielle's defeAier her try Queen Nyx
jumped back trying to catch her breath. "You adyuadve a decent defense.”

The small warrior laughed with sparkling eyes.riblw." She smirked. Gods, how
Gabrielle had picked up so many things from XeBg.the way Queen Nyx, your
defense from my last experience... well lets sayai$ @ood as centaur shit." Now
Gabrielle saw Queen Nyx's brown eyes flash witheang

Immediately the Northeast Queen came at Gabrighe.did nothing but rapid thrusts,
punches, and kicks but she couldn't break througjri€lle's defense. By the end of
her attacks Queen Nyx lost much energy and haddahk off.

Gabrielle on the other hand had just a knowinglitesimat this. She flipped her sais
out blades forward. "Let's see if your defensdiisgood as centaur shit." The small
warrior attacked Queen Nyx not breaking throughatier Queen's defense. But she
kept moving, kept chipping away. Then she saw penmg at Nyx's right shoulder
and struck there. Gabrielle pierced the other wosnstmoulder, leaving a bleeding
wound.

Queen Nyx stepped back to gaze at her right shoatsng the blood trickle down
her arm. She tossed her sword to her left hand ingpmow she couldn't win. She
was dominant with her right hand when it came todweord. So when she lifted her
brown eyes to Gabrielle they held a fear.

Gabrielle smirked at the other Queen. She thereldifgrward to go after Queen Nyx
to finish the challenge. Gabrielle did just thigdd the end she'd swiped the Northeast
Queen's feet out from under her. After Nyx crasioetthe ground Gabrielle bent down
to one knee and pressed her left sai against thezAdn's throat. "Don't breathe my
name or my consort's again."

Nyx blinked with no other response.

The small warrior lowered her head down closery&'$\ she let her eyes flash. "And
next time you label somebody narrow minded make gau know the definition
first." Gabrielle briskly removed her sai from tQeeen's throat and stood up and
strolled off the sparring field.

Xena had released her chakram when she saw haeepainning the challenge. Now
she had her arms crossed against her chest. & toght she saw the regent
wedging through the Amazons to come up to her side.

"What in Hades was that all about Xena?" Ephinkéabto her right to see Gabrielle



coming towards them.
The warrior shrugged her shoulders. "They justd@de words."

The regent huffed. "To say the least." Now Galiedme up to her and Xena.
"Gabrielle what was that about?"

Gabrielle placed her left sai into her right hanthviner other one. "What you mean
Eph?"

Ephiny crossed her arms against her chest. "YouN\gmdvere talking none stop out
there."

The Queen grinned. "Yes well... we just had some w6rd

The regent gazed up to Xena, who was staring atiéiab She then looked back to
Gabrielle, whom was staring at Xena. She shoolhbad. "Right. Let me know if you
ever care to share someday." She grinned. "I'liyeaeboth later."

Gabrielle turned her head to see Ephiny walking"&ye Eph."
"Uh huh. Bye Gabrielle." Ephiny was ambling away dwad waved then kept going.
Xena let a smile sweep across her lips. "You aténgecocky out there Gabrielle.”

Gabrielle slowly lifted her head up towards Xen#wa cool look. "l know." She
grinned with confidence.

The warrior chuckled. "I like it."

The smaller warrior still had her grin. "Same hétaink | picked it up from
somebody | know."

The Warrior Princess laughed. "I wonder who."

"Mmm, you have one guest and the first doesn't co@abrielle chuckled and bent
down to one knee to sheath her sais on the sidesrdfoots. Slowly she rose back
up. She was about to say something but was catsaghe heard her name.

"Gabrielle."

The Queen looked over at her second in commanavaagons master. "Hey Solari
and Ep."

Solari smiled. "That was impressive there againstgp Nyx."
Epinion narrowed her eyes. "She isn't too honoraitkeer."

Solari sighed and gazed at the weapons master efStatement.”
Gabrielle shrugged her shoulders. "Ah, she paidt for

The second in command chuckled. "So we saw." Sfresmiled warmly. "Good job
Gabrielle."

"Thank you."



"So you're fighting Mairead tomorrow then huh?" Mm@apons master then crossed
her arms against her chest after her words.

The Queen nodded. "Afraid so."

Solari placed her hands on her hips. "We heard @hdtiona and Mairead did to
your stomach."

The small warrior shook her head. "Well it wasadtjthem." She sighed. "Before
Xena and | got here we'd saved a village from sanders. One of them had knocked
me unconscious then kicked me rather hard in mgt@abdomen.”

Xena took a step closer to her partner, placingraton her right shoulder. "Oh don't
forget the small detail Gabrielle of the fact yopithped off a barn. Then took the
raider off his horse before he could attack me flahind."

Solari quietly laughed while Epinion just grinned.
Gabirielle huffed. "You had to."
The warrior grinned. "Yup."

Solari smiled. "Well | think your Amazons know h@mazing you are Queen
Gabrielle." A grin took her lips now. "You have hotg to prove."

Gabrielle sighed and glanced up to her partnete V@®at you did?"

Xena smirked. "Me? You did." She then bent her teagin close to Gabrielle's and
whispered to her. "Maybe they'll start calling ybe Warrior Queen."

That's when Gabrielle bursted out laughing.
Solari and Epinion looked to each other in questiod shrugged their shoulders.
Solari leaned towards Epinion. "It's one of thadeeg we'll never know."

The weapons master nodded. "l know." She then gaaekito the Soulmates to see
Gabrielle settled down. "I think Solari and | néedhead out."

Gabrielle nodded and took a deep breath. "Haviemtbsomebody Epinion?" She
arched an eyebrow in suspicions.

Epinion's face took on a tint of red. "No."
The Queen grinned. "Tell Teresa | said, 'hi."

The weapons master nodded. "Um... right." She gaz#eeasecond in command
with a look.

Solari snickered. "See you Gabrielle." She lookedauXena. "Bye Xena."
The warrior smiled. "Bye Solari." Her eyes avertedpinion. "Bye Ep."
"Bye Xena." Epinion then nodded at Solari to go.

Solari started walking with Epinion. The two Amasaningled through the slowly



dispersing crowd of Amazons.

Gabrielle sighed and lifted her attention to XeéWdarrior Queen? Where'd you come
up with that?"

Xena grinned. "Warrior Princess."

The Queen shook her head. "No no, there's a difterbetween you and | with
fighting."

The older woman cross her arms over her cheghéle really?"
Gabrielle stared up Xena for a moment. "Really@r'dknow."

Xena smiled and placed her left hand down to Gi&seack. "Come on."

~F kK

The challenge between Queen Nyx and Queen Gahbnatldeen during the early
afternoon. It had ended by the late afternoondode¢he Amazons with time to relax.
Tomorrow would be the day of the final challendevéuld be a challenge between
Gabrielle and Mairead to see which one would becQueen of all the Amazons and
Nations.

By the time this sunk into Gabrielle's mind, sheswaanervous ball. But she was able
to fool everybody making them think she wasn't nas/what so ever. Well, not quite
everybody. For her Soulmate certainly knew by gasting into her eyes not to
mention Xena was a nervous wreck herself. And slesvithis was because Gabrielle
was very nervous.

All day the Soulmates mingled with all the Amazo@sbrielle really hadn't been
with them since her injury and she didn't wantders like she was hiding. So Xena
and Gabrielle were not alone till after a late @inwhen they'd made it back to their
hut.

Xena stood by the table and was removing her sawoddchakram as she heard
Gabrielle close the door. They'd walked back tohtinein silence. The warrior turned
to her Soulmate and walked over to her.

Gabrielle lifted her head up to Xena with a looknefvousness. Her walls had fell.

The warrior's lips took on a loving smile. Sheddther left hand to Gabrielle's right
cheek. Leaning down she carefully kissed Gabridlfeer doing so, Xena brought her
hands down to grasp Gabrielle's hands. She d@nasything and started to walk
backwards the bed.

Gabirielle followed Xena's lead and saw Xena sitmlow the foot of the bed.

Xena still had her loving smile and she pulled Galar onto the bed and into her lap.
She released her partner's hands and wrappedmegaound the smaller woman
while pushing Gabrielle's head under hers.

The Queen sighed in relief as she wrapped heraiegsd her Soulmate's waist. Her
arms wrapped around the older woman and she clegeglyes. She felt the perfect
safety from Xena.



The warrior kissed her friend's forehead then l@ddrer head back down on
Gabrielle's. She kept a hold of her smaller watilbshe felt safe from world around.

A half of a candlemark passed by and that's whesri€le opened her eyes and
nuzzled her warrior's neck. "Thanks Xena."

A warm smile broke across Xena's lips. "Anytimehe®rought her right hand down
to lift Gabrielle's head. "Don't let yourself getservous."

The young woman sighed. "l know. It's just... you wnigs a big thing."

"I know it is." Xena brought her hand up to runaigh Gabrielle's short hair. "But
you'll be perfect.”

Gabrielle smiled sadly and her eyes seem to gocusfdl'm just worried she'll tear
me up like last time." She shook her head whiledyes focused back on Xena. "l
don't want to do that again."

Xena's expression became very serious at that asishe locked eyes with her
Soulmate. "Listen to me okay?" Gabrielle nodded ¥eda continued on. "l will be
there with you. All you have to do is release ngda of you. Alright?" A smile
broke across Xena's lips now.

"Yeah." Gabrielle reflected the smile back. "Bekwdy doing it these past years."

"Let it all come out tomorrow." Xena leaned in &ké her Soulmate's lips. "I'm
always there to protect you."

Gabrielle's smiled in the middle of the kiss and bBhRgan to push Xena back. They
two Soulmates went falling back into the bed wéhdhs.

Xena stopped laughing as she felt her partnerstiege with hers. "Mmm, | need to
distract you from thinking about the challenge torow." She brought her lips to
Gabrielle's neck while her hands came up to théeatraps of Gabrielle's top.

The younger woman grinned. "You're doing a goodgbib.”

"Good." Xena's voice was deep now as she slippetetther straps down Gabrielle's
arms.

Gabrielle though dropped her head down while ctpbier eyes. Her body's reactions
began to wash over her soul.

~*Part 26*~

Gabrielle lifted her left arm with the ivy-designddgger. It twinkled up to her in
protection. She smiled slightly at it then her rtiten went back to tying her boots.
After she tied them she placed her sais into hetsand turned around.

Xena was leaning against the door holding Gabiseti®ak in her arms. "How you
feel?"

The small warrior nodded and took a deep breath.landling this." She grinned up
to her partner.



The warrior lifted herself off the door and strdllever to her Soulmate. She walked
behind Gabrielle and started to put the cloak arekeshe spoke. "Think you can
eat?"

The Queen nodded. "Oh yeah, | need to feed tmgthGabrielle placed her hands
over her stomach to refer to the "thing." Shettedt cloak on with Xena's arms
coming around her waist to rest her hands overi€léds hands.

"That hungry huh?"
Gabrielle's lips took on a grin. "After last nightes."
Xena laughed and pulled her friend more againsbbdy. "Was a... wild night huh?"

The small warrior started to laugh hard while algsher eyes. "That's one...
interesting way to put it."

The older woman grinned as well and nuzzled henpds neck. "I thought so too."

"Mmm." Gabrielle turned around in her SoulmatefasrShe placed her right hand
behind Xena's head and brought the warrior's lgpgndto hers.

The kiss lasted for numerous seconds on end. Afeoke, the pair left their hut and
went for breakfast. The breakfast was long andSth@mates sat alone in the corner
of the food hut. Gabrielle and Xena both wanteldedeft alone together. Just being
near Xena alone caused the Queen to be calm andstbthat was something she
needed right now.

By the time they finished breakfast it was late mmog. They had a slow walk down

to the sparring fields within the village. Onceytlgot there, the area was packed with
Amazons. Everybody knew this was the final chaléetggfind out the Queen of all
Amazons. And the weather above seem to know asfevatiwas a crystal clear day
with the sky a perfect blue.

Right now, Gabrielle tore her eyes from the blugtsktake a deep breath and focus
on what was at hand. She stood in the middle o$plaering field. In front of her was
Mairead. Xena stood to her right and Ephiny staoler left.

Ephiny smiled to her Queen and Queen Mairead. Sherwent stern as she spoke to
the two Queens. "As you both know, this is the ¢hstilenge. Whomever comes out
of this as the winner is the Queen of all the Anmszand Nations." The regent
paused. "If there are any suspicions of dishonaeither of you then the challenge
will be thrown out. The Queen who was dishonorablebe banded and another
challenge will take place between the honorableeQ@and Queen Caitriona.” Again
Ephiny paused and studied the two Queens. In thiegbaund she could hear all the
Amazons of the different nations talking. "Is thisderstood by you both?"

Gabrielle nodded to Ephiny.
The regent looked to Mairead who also nodded ipaese.

Ephiny turned her attention to both Queens ag&kay if there is nothing else. Good
luck to you both and do not forget the rules." Shnéled to Gabrielle then to Mairead.



Gabrielle turned her to Xena. "Xena?"
The warrior nodded and started walking a little svaway from Mairead and Ephiny.

Gabrielle came up to her side and took a deeptor8atell here it goes." She began
to take her cloak off and once it was removed streléd it to Xena.

The warrior took it, her eyes lifted back up to Galte. She brought both her hands to
her Soulmate's shoulders. "l want you to be cat@abrielle. | can guarantee you
Mairead will try to kill you. Don't risk your lif6.She squeezed her partner's
shoulders. "Have | made myself clear?"

Gabrielle grinned. "Uhh no. You're a little fuzapand the edges, so you keep trying,
you'll get there."

Xena closed her eyes, bit her lower lip, and Igtia take her lips. She tried so hard
not to laugh but she couldn't help but let a smialickle. Slowly her eyes opened
again. She was glad Gabrielle was a little moraxrsince she was throwing jokes
around.

The Queen loss her grin. "Seriously, | will Xenldér eyes looked away then came
back to Xena. "Just watch over me."

Xena's face lit with a loving smile. "You know I Nvil promise you, you'll be walking
off that sparring field and into my arms. Alright?"

Gabrielle nodded. "l know." She mirrored her owrrnwamile.

The warrior squeezed her Soulmate's shoulderstitmgaped her hands. "Good luck."”
She paused for an instant. "l love you Gabrielle."

"l love you too Xena." Gabrielle kept her smilenhearned towards where Mairead
and Ephiny stood. She walked over to them.

Xena watched her go. Slowly the warrior straighteher back out with protective
eyes. She stood there waiting on the sparring.field

Ephiny looked to Mairead. "Are you ready Queen dad?"
Mairead grinned. "Yes."
The regent turned to Gabrielle. "My Queen?"

Gabrielle nodded. "Definitely." She let a smile tohher lips. Inside she felt that
nervous come but she quickly grabbed it and chaké&ar it was not the emotion she
wanted right now. Instead she pulled out her cadsrfrom yesterday, a portion that
is of Xena.

Ephiny nodded. "Again, good luck and fight honoeatdlr the fate of the Amazons."
Ephiny then walked off towards Xena.

Xena and Ephiny walked to the edge of the spafreids. Xena crossed her arms
over her chest with Gabrielle's cloak in her arEhiny stood to Xena's right and
watched the beginnings of the final challenge.



Gabrielle lifted her hands in fighting stance.
Mairead lifted her hands in fighting stance.
The two Queens began to circle each other. Thes esere locked.

Mairead's lips broke out into a cat grin. "Rememigkat | did to you last time Queen
Gabrielle?"

Gabrielle smiled sarcastically. "How can | forget#ery time | puked | thought of
you."

Mairead narrowed her eyes briefly then laughed lge8gell as they say, history
repeats itself."

"Maybe so, but history is fickle."
Suddenly Mairead lunge forward with her hands.
Gabrielle jumped out of the way and felt the otfe@nale breeze past her.

Mairead whirled around with her same grin. She avhgy built Amazon with a lot of
muscles. "So do you really believe that you shda@dueen of all the Amazons?"

The small warrior grinned intensely. "Well | knoar fcertain you don't belong as the
Queen."

The Southeast Queen bounded forward again to gadbi€He's wrists. She squeezed
Gabrielle's wrists tightly right below her bracslétCaught in a small pickle Queen
Gabrielle?"

The Central Queen closed her eyes against the Qaiokly her mind worked on how
to get out of this but she wasn't quick enough.

Mairead had sharply brought her right knee up t@laibrielle’'s stomach.

Gabrielle fell to the ground and started coughifftankfully she tasted no blood in
her mouth. Slowly she lifted her head to see Mdiisairking down at her.

Mairead reached behind to unsheathe her sword.s'@od't tell me it will be this
easy."

The small warrior saw the sword coming at her dredrslled away as it landed in the
dust. She bounced to her feet. "No it won't beg &id a quick round house kick and
sent Mairead stumbling back.

The Amazon shook her head and readjusted her grif@osword. In front of her she
saw Gabrielle standing with a smirk and her hamdbker hips. "Don't get so cocky
Queen Gabirielle.”

"Why shouldn't | be Mairead? | just know you arleudking Amazon with no brains."
To add to her statement Gabrielle smirked knowhegwas right.

Mairead's eyes narrowed and she swiped at Gabweheher sword and clearly
missing her. Mairead then tried to stab at Gale'eBtomach but the other Queen had



jumped back. She then tried to come at Gabridé#é'side.

The Central Queen however dropped to her feet@tetiraway. She was on one knee
and she unsheathed her sais and bounced to heXé&eeiGabrielle went on attack
against Mairead trying to break her defense.

Then at one point Mairead caught Gabrielle's saiger swords blade and locked
them. The Southeast Queen grinned evilly at Gaéridler fist pulled back and came
forward to connect with Gabrielle's face.

The small warrior's head snapped with the blow.nTs$tee felt her feet taken out from
under her and she crashed hard onto her back.

Mairead took a step back and then kicked Gabrelle in the sides of her left ribs.
After doing that Mairead turned around then whiedund to gaze down and see
Gabrielle curling up in pain. "Come on Queen Gdlarjés that all you really have?"

Xena dropped her Soulmate's cloak to the groundbagen to take a step onto the
sparring field. But a hand shot out and grabbedkg¢he wrist.

"Xena don't."
The warrior gazed back at the regent. "Ephiny dgnit"
"Xena, she can handle it." Ephiny paused for a mimi&o to her in another way."

Xena stared at her Amazon friend then turned had Iback to her Soulmate laying in
the dust of the sparring field. Oh gods how shewanted to rush out there and take
her into her arms. But yet she knew Ephiny hadiatp§o she took a deep breath and
relaxed back after Ephiny released her. Xena clbse@yes and tried to focus on her
Soulmate.

Gabrielle saw Mairead walking towards her agaire &ghtened her arms over her
body more in protection as her eyes sllityou have to do is release me inside of
you. I'm always there to protect yoKena's voice filled her head.

Mairead shook her head and bent down to one krexeGueorielle. "You don't belong
as the Amazon Queen, you're to weak." She stodduyaend kicked Gabrielle again
in the ribs hard.

The small warrior's body shot full of pain from thiew. "Oh gods." Her body curled
more up.

The other Queen bent down again. "Come on Gahriétia can stop this, all you
have to do is yield to me."

Gabrielle shut her eyes tightly. "I won't Mairead."

Mairead's eyes flashed after hearing that. Sherdgehed to her boot to unsheathe a
dagger and placed it against Gabrielle's throdtehT'll help you Queen Gabrielle.
Do you really want to leave this world over someghiike this?"

Gabrielle blocked out Mairead's voice. She felagkdess enter inside of her, it was a
darkness she knew. It was Xena's darkness. Gabtinelh carefully let herself slip
into that darkness and soon as she did she feltesaf protected. Just as she did those



minutes Xena's soul took control of her body soyngars ago.

"Queen Gabrielle, if you don't yield soon you'lvee have the chance to breath
again."

Slowly Gabrielle's eyes opened again. "Mairead amgwer stays the same. | won't
yield." In a flash Gabrielle's hands wrapped aroMtairead's wrists. She began to
push the other Queen's hand back, which held thgeda

The Southeast Queen's eyes widen in surprise antitistl to push back. "How in
Hades?"

The Central Queen felt a great burst of strengthused it to push Mairead's hand
back and punch Mairead with her own hand.

Mairead fell back on her butt and dropped her dagge

Gabrielle grabbed her sais out of the dust of gagrsg field and flipped up to her
feet. She watched to see Mairead stand up witlsweerd.

"Queen Gabrielle, you keep surprising me."
The small warrior smirked. "I have many skills."

Mairead narrowed her eyes and locked hers with i€l#s. That's when she noticed
something different in the other Queen's eyes. BlidIs eyes were no longer just
green. They were still emerald yet as Gabriell&ethiher body her eyes would flash a
sky blue. All the while her eyes sparkled and twedkat Mairead with power and
anger. The air around Gabrielle was no longer Jightas more a combination of
dark and light. It actually sent a chill down Maidss back.

Xena slowly opened her eyes as a feral grin to@k ber lips. Her eyes flashed an
emerald shade with her sky blue with her certagpd®inkle and now a sparkle was
in her eyes.

The Central Queen flipped her sais out. "I knowgbedke to stare at me Mairead but
you take the cake."

The Amazon shook her head and came at Gabrielle.

The small warrior laughed evilly and once she saaw&ad close enough she did a
back flip over Mairead's head. Once she landedsked behind to send the other
large Amazon flying. Gabrielle spun around whilpging the blades of her sais out.

Queen Mairead jumped to her feet and twisted hergwm her right hand. "Come
on!"

"If you insist Mairead." Gabrielle then came at &raazon. She tried a number of
attacks but only got parried every time.

The Southeast Queen then brought her free han@ifdriw grab the smaller Queen by
the throat and began to slowly choke her.

Gabrielle closed her eyes as her air started teelbar body. She sense her body being
lifted off the ground as she started to gasp.



Xena's eyes narrowed. Her right hand slipped daaret chakram.

Ephiny heard a small ching and she looked to Hetdesee Xena's chakram out of its
clip and in Xena's hand. Her eyes lifted to Xenade how much protection and love
were in them. The regent's eyes gazed back obetedene of her Queen being
choked by another Queen. Her eyes narrowed now.i$ther Queen, this is her
closes friend, this is the chosen of Artemis. Eplinight hand came up to her
sword's hilt and she slowly pulled it out of itseskh and brought it forward. Her body
quickly went into fighting stance and her sensesecto life.

Solari looked across the sparring field to seerégent with her sword out and Xena
with her chakram out. She locked eyes with Ephimy saw why Ephiny unsheathed
her sword. So now Solari reached behind her badks$teathe her sword.

Epinion stood beside the second in command andigetzZeolari then to Ephiny and
the Warrior Princess. She understood and unsheh#resivord.

Amarice and Rodhiya saw what happened. Knew whoouathere in the sparring
field. Their swords became unsheathed. After treirsrd came unsheathed so did
Teresa's, Logos's, Masika's, Leon's, Aster's, disisEswords all unsheathed with a
scrape. The next thing to happen can only be destas the sparring field filling
with a din of swords being unsheathed.

Gabrielle's lips took on a grin. "Hear that Mairea&he gradually opened her eyes to
whisper her words out. "Those angy Amazons." She then narrowed her eyes and
growled. Quickly Gabrielle brought her feet up tokkthe other female in the face
and pushed herself off Mairead to fly through theaad land on the ground.
Gabrielle stayed down on one knee as she glar¢al ting other Queen while taking
deep breaths.

Mairead reached up with her left hand to her jalae §rasped her jaw tightly and
jerked it to the left, a snap was heard. Her jawtviback into its socket. "Not bad
Queen Gabirielle.”

The small warrior rose up with her sais and smifslarry, | was a little rusty there. |
promise I'll make up for it."

"Oh goody." Mairead came at Gabrielle with her siv@he began to do numerous
attacks. But she got no where, for Gabrielle'srgde seem to be better then before.
So the Southeast Queen put her strength all inttabeattack. She rapidly brought
her sword down over Gabrielle.

The small warrior was so prepared for this, she lvegsng for it. She lifted her sais
up and saw the blade go between her sais' forkesjefked one sai to the right and the
other to the left.

Queen Mairead lost her grip on her sword and wateisat went sky high. Then it
landed off to the right on the sparring field. $hen stepped away from Gabrielle and
came up with an idea to even the score. Reachihgrteides she removed two
daggers and threw them at the other Queen.

Gabrielle's eyes widen and she dropped her sagslif&dd bother her hands and
caught the two daggers coming at her by the bld&lgsbefore she could rid them the



Amazon had came at her and did a high kick. Gdértkbpped the two daggers while
her head snapped back from the blow. She quickiywered and stepped back with
her hands up.

Mairead had her own hands up and in her right lweaslanother dagger.
The small warrior grinned. "You have quite a daggesply Queen Mairead."
"One can never have enough."

Gabrielle's eyes dropped down to her sais on thengt then back up to the other
woman. "Yes well I'd say that's a little againg thles huh?"

Mairead had saw the other Queen's eye movemeadn™ think anybody else will
notice." She saw Gabrielle move down to grab hist 8t Mairead stopped her by
swiping at her with her dagger.

The small warrior jumped back and saw Mairead taf@wv steps closer to put the
sais behind her body now. She then smirked anddirkicked at Mairead's hand
that held the dagger. The dagger went flying. "lyastr dagger Mairead?" After
speaking that Gabrielle did a roundhouse kick &md the other Queen rolling on the
ground to the right. The Central Queen then raocdtet sais and lifted them up and
whirled around to Mairead's direction.

The Southeast Queen was already on her feet thandjkicked Gabrielle in the chest
as she rose up. She watched Gabrielle fall on dek With the sais skidding across
the sparring fields.

The small warrior gazed up and quickly realizeddskzked Mairead in the direction
of her sword.

Mairead sighed with a grin. "This has been funreatly..." She brought down her
sword at Gabrielle.

Gabrielle's eyes narrowed in anger. She raisetidredts and caught the blade of the
sword between her hands. Her hands wrapped arbertldde after she stopped it
and she jerked the sword out of Mairead's hands.

The sword landed far away and Mairead was starfinig surprise.

Gabrielle growled and leaped to her feet. She gudkck her right hand and punched
Mairead in the face. Then she did a hard kick &dtiner Queen's stomach. The small
warrior stopped and took a step back, her breathheavy.

Mairead was dazed and stared at Gabrielle. Shéyjuikispered, "You don't belong
as Queen." What happened next Mairead was neveosur

Gabrielle had almost seem to disappear in a blanaifon. Her right hand came up to
unsheathe her dagger and she kicked Mairead'fréeetunder her. Her right hand
came down with the dagger to press hard againgelsidis throat.

Mairead opened her eyes and stared up into daskifig emerald-sapphire eyes.

Gabrielle's lips took on a cat grin. "Mairead, | #ra Queen of the Amazons."



The Southeast Queen closed her eyes again andkered as her vision finally
unblurred. "You are the chosen." Mairead's eyesdedill with a respect and sort of
fear for challenging Artemis's chosen.

Gabrielle narrowed her eyes. "Don't ever forget dither." Slowly Gabrielle rose
back up to sheath her dagger. Her eyes were dammeghon the other Queen.

Mairead though coughed and got up to one knee awedher head down to
Gabrielle with her hands on one knee.

Gabirielle raised her head to the massive crowdnod2ons.

A cheer broke out through the Amazon Village thatoably could be heard for
leagues around.

Queen Gabrielle of the Central Nation let a smieep across her lips. Her eyes then
seem to warm and become just a shade of sparkivegadd. She watched as her
Amazons cheered and threw their hands up withwloeds. The other Amazons of
the other Nations were cheering right along.

For once Queen Gabrielle couldn't hear her ownthirgg after a fight because of the
loud din of cheering. And ever so slowly the Que@&yes searched through the
crowds of Amazons for one person.

Gabrielle's eyes fell on her Soulmate and her swiliet from warm to loving.

Xena stood there with that same smile and her arossed against her chest. Her
head was bobbing up and down slightly.

Gabrielle then suddenly broke out running towarda&
Xena laughed and uncrossed her arms.

Gabrielle came near Xena and jumped to wrap herded arms around her
Soulmate.

Xena automatically wrapped her arms around herrBatel to support her.

Gabrielle moved her right hand up behind her Sotdlm&ead and captured her
Soulmate's lips in a powerful kiss.

The cheering of Amazons only became louder at gdhin display.

Part 8
Section 8
~*Part 27*~

Gabrielle walked into the hut and flopped down loa fioot of the bed. She lifted her
head up to watch her older Soulmate close the loieloind.

Xena smiled at her Soulmate and strolled acroshulige floor to bend down in front
of Gabrielle. Her large hands came up to rest ersthaller warrior's lap. "I'm proud



of you."

The Queen smiled. "Thanks." She sighed and théméyssmile. "Thanks for helping
me Xena."

The warrior's eyes dropped but came back up. "¢t aliayou."
"We both know it wasn't."

Xena shrugged her shoulders and her face lit up avgmile again. "Either way
Gabrielle, we both know we are each other. Ssso..."

Xena's smile went to Gabrielle's lips. "So |, agon and |, defeated Mairead." She
grinned. "Perfect.” She leaned forward to captueaas lips.

The older woman lifted her right hand to her partneheek, which then snaked back
behind Gabrielle's head. But Xena didn't leave dree kiss, another came just as
quickly as the first. Yet a knock came at the dmud the warrior groaned. She pulled
away but still had her hand behind Gabrielle's h&atho is it?"

Gabrielle chuckled at her Soulmate.
Xena glanced up to her partner, flashing a sniken tack sidelong to the door.

"It's the AR." A pause but the regent's voice n@me out in a teasing tone. "Is it safe
to come in?"

The warrior sighed and turned her attention badtetofriend. "I might end up killing
your regent."”

The Queen quietly laughed and bent down to pldgssato Xena's forehead. "You're
not the only one."

Xena shook her head as she huffed. Walking ovéret@oor she opened it to let
Ephiny in.

The Amazons came in with a huge smile and gazedaiveer Queen. "Well that was
something else my Queen." She heard the door slenttyfbehind and saw out the
corner of her eye Xena sitting down with a stoipression.

Gabrielle placed her hands on the edge of the"ltaslas. | didn't think I'd beat
Mairead." She stretched her legs out in front Wigh arms pushing against the bed.
"But..." Her eyes lifted up to Ephiny as she relargdin. "Couldn't let her be the
head Queen."

The regent smirked. "So | noticed."”

The Queen crossed her arms. "So are we havinge@elagration tonight?"
Ephiny placed her hands on her hips. "If the Queshes it, yes."

"Let me think about it Eph."

The Amazon raised an eyebrow. "My Queen, | haveteyvene and advice that if you
don't, it would be the first horrific act the newaé€gn does."



Gabrielle laughed. "Mmm, then you're saying it's really my choice."
"Pretty much." Ephiny then smiled after her griviHen would you like to start it?"

"How about we make the dinner formal Eph? | wardda speech tonight. Then after
that the celebration can start."

A low mumble then was made. "There goes a quietiage'

Gabrielle gazed over at her Soulmate who had kaid $he grinned to Xena. "Don't
worry. I've got us covered." For emphasis she wdrtkeXena.

The warrior grinned at her partner then went sagiin.

The smaller warrior looked up to Ephiny. "Do we @anough... supplies for such a
large... celebration tonight?"

The Amazon chuckled. "Of course, | prepared ughis"”
Gabrielle let out a groan. "Why doesn't that ssg@me Eph?"

"I don't know." Ephiny then took a deep breath.t'Baneed to go." She took a few
steps closer to Gabrielle. "l just came by to cahgate you my Queen."

"Thank you Ephiny." Gabrielle then stood up frora tied.

The Amazon pulled her friend in for a huge hugkréw you'd do it." She pulled back
but still held her friend.

The small warrior sighed. "I had to wonder though."

"You may have but nobody else did Gabrielle. Ydudlthe perfect Queen for the
Nations and Amazons." Ephiny smiled then releasedrlend. She walked over to
the door opening it a crack. Her eyes lowered tonaXia the chair. "I never thanked
you for not slaughtering Mairead out there."

Xena chuckled. "She should be thanking me." Hes égshed for a second then went
normal.

"I know." Ephiny grinned. "See you Xena."

"Bye Eph."

The regent looked over to Gabrielle. "Bye Gabriélle
"Bye Eph."

The Amazon smiled then began to leave but stoppiaidny out the door. "By the
way, a... few Amazons might stop by my Queen." Afying that Ephiny quickly
closed the door behind.

"A few Amazons?" Gabrielle's face dropped and daeagd over at Xena.

The warrior sighed and drummed her fingers on hairs arm. "l won't say
anything."



Gabrielle let a small smile take her lips. She wdlkver to her partner and placed her
right hand under Xena's chin. Gradually she lifteelwarrior's head. Her small smile
now went more loving as her emerald eyes begaparkie deeply. "I love you

Xena."

Xena's sky whisked eyes went very warm and begéanimdle. Her lips then mirrored
Gabrielle's same loving smile. "l love you Gabgéll

Gabrielle now leaned down to seal her lips with Xstips. The kiss was long and
held their soul in it. And once they pulled back geother knock came.

The Queen lowered her hand from Xena's chin anklesladver to the door. She
grasped the handle and glimpsed back at Xena. {Heathis?"

Xena grinned devilishly. "No, just go."
Gabrielle chuckled and was about to open the deanather knock came.
"Gabrielle?"

The small warrior stopped herself from openingdber and turned her head back to
her warrior.

"Let me know if you'd like me to help them out thsor."
Gabrielle grinned. "Don't worry | will." She turndséck to the door and opened it.

Numerous Amazons then came flooding into the hut, lmy one. There was Solari,
Epinion, Amarice, Teresa, and Masika.

The Queen sighed with a smile. "What brings yoe®iv
Solari smiled back. "Thought we'd come by to cohdate the new Queen."

The small warrior smiled to her Amazons. "Thank.y&he then went serious. "And
thank you everybody for being ready to protect mietloere."

Epinion cut in quickly. "Gabrielle, | do believewyalon't have to thank us." She
paused. "All of your Amazons were about to commaason for you. We all know
you are the rightful Queen."

Gabrielle nodded. "I'm not sure... where my Amazaesthis but | trust it."

Amarice added on to that. "Do that." She grinnéth Just glad we didn't get stuck
under Mairead's reign."

The Queen smirked back. "So I've heard Amarice."
Amarice chuckled.
"What we doing about the new Nation Gabrielle?"

The Queen gazed over at Teresa to answer hemotkmsure yet." She then nodded to
herself. "But there're going to be changes."

After Gabrielle's words the Amazons and the Quatked for a few minutes or so.



They all chuckled about different parts of the drae. Some tried to urge Gabrielle
to tell them what she'd said to Mairead out onsiberring field. But the Queen
refused to divulge and said it didn't matter.

Then within five minutes Gabrielle stopped the aansation to gaze over at Solari.
"Solari, can | talk to you for a second outside?"

The second in command nodded.

Gabrielle turned her head to Xena and mouthedrddet rid of them.' She saw Xena
faintly nod in answer and the small warrior glanogdr at her other Amazons. "Keep
Xena busy for me."

All the Amazons chuckled.
Xena who had been silent just grinned.

Solari and Gabrielle on the other hand walked éti@ hut closing the door behind
quietly.

"What's up?"
The Queen smiled and answered. "l need you to da faeor."
"Sure anything." Solari smiled and crossed her aves her chest.

"l need you to get some food and bedrolls with kéds together in two sets of
saddlebags."

"For how many days?"
Gabrielle smiled. "Just for a day."
"Okay, then what?"

The Queen grinned and crossed her arms now. "Toalghut a candlemark after the
party starts can you have Argo and Torqueo sadgiezhd waiting?"

Solari's lips shaped into a grin as she starteddithis. "Oh sure. Want them in the
stables?"

"No no." Gabrielle shook her head and her eyesplrdpo the ground. "Have them
tied to a tree outside in the Amazon woods."

The second in command chuckled. "No problem. Whretkee woods?"
"Leave them at the south side of the village. Okay?
"No problem. Anything else?"

"Actually yes." Gabrielle's eyes lifted back upal$o need you to go find Maired and
ask her if it's possible for Xena and | to renew\ows."

The Amazon began to smile very warmly. "You both going to renew your vows?
That's great.”



Gabrielle chuckled. "I'm not sure yet Solari. | BaY asked Xena. So..."
Solari shook her head. "Xena will agree."

The Queen nodded. "I know." She then sighed. "Make you let Eph know to about
it. But tell her not to get her feathers to rufflleout it. It's just an idea being tossed
around right now."

Solari nodded her head. "No problem. Is that it?"
Gabrielle nodded. "That's it. Think you can ddlli?'a

"Definitely." Solari then went serious. "So, saddfeArgo and Torqueo and leave
them in the south woods. Then talk to Maired alenewing vows and mention it to
Eph. Got it."

"Great. Thanks Solari."

"Anytime." The Amazon then stepped forward to dgree Queen a hug.
"Congratulations."

"Thank you Solari."

Solari nodded with a smile. "l better go and yottdresave Xena from your other
Amazons."

Gabrielle grinned. "I better. I'll see you later."
"See you Gabrielle." Solari then turned around staded heading off.

The small warrior turned to the door and openediming back in. When she came in
she watched Xena cross her right leg over heatedtgaze up at the four remaining
Amazons with a huge grin. Gabrielle looked ovenext Amazons, they were all silent
and Amarice was bug-eyed. She quickly shifted ttenion to Xena with an arched
eyebrow in question.

Xena glanced up to her best friend. "Hi."

Gabrielle crossed her arms over her chest. "So whsatthe topic of conversation
while | was gone?"

The warrior's eyes went to the Amazons in question.
Amarice turned her head to Gabrielle and peeped'Nothing." She blinked.

The Queen nodded and touched her back molars eittohgue. She tried so hard to
bite back that huge grin.

Epinion turned her head to Teresa. "l think wedyd#dave."
Teresa nodded and looked to the weapons mastenamidbled out, "Good idea."

The two Amazons including Amarice shifted to the@das Gabrielle shifted out of
the way.



"Bye Gabrielle and Xena."

The two warriors looked to the leaving Amazons eegponded, "Bye." After they
left, there was one remaining Amazon.

Gabirielle looked to Masika.

The Council Member smiled to her Queen. "l haveaw| was a bit worried that your
dream might have not come true." She let out a SBit I'm glad | was proven
wrong."

The small warrior smiled. "Thanks Masika."

The Amazon nodded. "No thanks, it was the truthé ®oked down to the floor as
she walked over to Gabrielle. Lifting her head, égpression was serious. "l know
that the Nations and Amazons are safe in your hasad3ueen."” She paused to let a
smile take her lips. "l wish you had been my daeght

A warm smile came from Gabrielle. "It's never ttel#o start.”

Masika quietly laughed. "Very true." She took gdteward and hugged the Queen.
Gabrielle hugged the older Amazon tightly back.

Pulling back, Masika still had her smile. "Glorigo® my Queen. And | need to go."
The Queen nodded. "TI'll talk to you soon Masika."

"Of course." Masika turned her head to Xena. "Aad pefore | go."

The warrior looked up with hard eyes, a certairtgotion in them.

Masika crossed her arms over her chest. "We battestwith a dislike to each other.
And | apologize because | know | brought it on.'€3$bok a deep breath. "I'd like to
try again.”

Xena nodded and let her eyes warm slightly. "Thank"

The Council Member nodded back. "And thank you.& &loked back to Gabrielle.
"Bye." She glanced over at Xena. "To the both af.y&oing over to the door,
Masika made her exit.

Gabrielle let the door closed and waited for a maimider eyes then drifted over to
Xena. "l need to write that down Xena."

The warrior laughed then smiled to her partneretievdo.”

The smaller woman grinned and padded over to heing&de. "Oh no, | will. | was
the bard, remember?"

Xena reached up to Gabrielle's hips and pulledibem into her lap. "Speaking of
which. When are you going to get back into bard e®dd

The Queen sighed and dropped her eye contactn't kiwow if | will." Her eyes came
up again. "Xena I'm a warrior now."



"Yes, but you are also a Queen, a best friend, Ama3oulmate... Would you like
me to keep going?"

Gabrielle shook her head. "No." Her hands liftedrop her lap to go to the necklace
around Xena's neck. She started to adjust it te@iy fit against her partner's neck as
she spoke. "l don't know if | want to do it agaiSHhe carefully released the charm in
the center of the warrior's chest. Her eyes carok bp to Xena. "Seems like an old
side of myself."

Xena nodded. "l can understand that." She paugedrg her words right. "But do
you still yearn to write?"

The younger woman's hands move to grasp the acghwalé's sides. "Yes."
"Do you still have a passion?"
Gabrielle nodded. "Always have."

The warrior smiled. "Well it's up to you." She shged her shoulders. "Just was
hoping you'd retain that part of yourself. | alw&ysed it."

Gabrielle smiled and slightly laughed as her egdéls f

Xena raised her right hand to bring it under harl®ate's chin. She gazed into
Gabrielle's deep sparkling green eyes. "Love angthbout you."

That's when Gabrielle leaned into take her Souli&pes in a deep kiss. And after the
kiss she leaned into Xena to hug her.

The warrior wrapped her arms tightly around hetrpar

"Maybe I'll try again."

Xena smiled. "Good. | know you've missed it."

Now the smaller woman smiled. "l have." A silenoed moment. "You're good."

The warrior chuckled. "l know." She slowly let Heeath out. "But... my Queen |
think it's about time to go see your Nation."

Gabrielle groaned. "This job is already startingéd to me."
Xena laughed. "It'll only be for four or so candkeks."
"Xena."

The older woman chuckled and leaned back somessoGabrielle’'s head. "Let me
know if you want to leave."

"Oh count on it." Gabrielle's lips took on a deshiligrin that Xena never saw. She
quickly wiped it away and sat up. "But yeah, wedrego."

Xena nodded and leaned up to place a gentle kiegwopartner's lips. "Come on."

The Queen sighed and stood up from her Soulmaig'd he pair then ambled over to



the door and left quickly.

~F kK

Gabrielle slowly raised her head up to stare ahallAmazons before her. They all
were standing below the podium gathered aroune#o their Queen's words. She
could easily pick out the Queens in the mass of Zona. Off to her right she spotted
Ephiny and Xena standing together and watching Gadirielle.

The Queen of the Amazons took a deep breath anddsioiher Amazons. There
were to many of them to count.

All the Amazons now went silent as seeing their €@ueait for them. A low usher
was made and then it became dead silent. Ovewusidred Amazons went silent for
their new Queen.

Now Gabrielle felt a small breeze pick up as itdwed her hair. She took a deep
breath and began her speech. "Today, this is nevaryday. At least not for the
Amazons and their Nations. All of us have watchexsé numerous challenges take
place between the Queens and it slowly broke doviwd Queens. | have been the
one to come out as the winner. But | can tell yaminot the winner. These
challenges were not a contest which almost sedya that way. This is matter of the
Amazon Destiny."

Now Gabrielle paused to lift her arms and crosatbger her chest. "There was
fighting between our Nations. And my first act he hew Queen | will tell you deals
with this. I will not take any sort of fighting diickering in my Nation. Because we
should not be fighting between ourselves. Each Amaxation was created for the
same reason. | do not care whether my Amazon ktiesveays of fishing, knows
trade, or how to fight. | do not care if my Amazaymes from the north, south, west,
east, or Chin. | do not care if my Amazon is agigss or a shamanness. | do not care
because that is not what makes an Amazon. Whatsreaké&mazon is trueness of
heart, of love for another, and selflessness. \Weaaronger broken fragments of
what was, we are so much more. We are not jugsmdd women, warriors, fighters,
farmers, traders, priestesses, Queens, archerfishadnen. We are a family. We are
a family of sisters, mothers, and daughters. Ardetlis no other such Nation in this
world like ours. That is the difference of our Neti That is what makes this Nation
so special.”

The Queen took a long breath and lowered her Headraised it back up with a
conviction in her eyes. "l am the Queen and | aor yhosen. | will tell you the
destiny of the Amazons. Tell you the Amazon Destirpromise to this new Nation,
to the old Nations, the first Nation, our ancestarsd to Artemis that | will not let this
new Nation rest asunder. We will not rest asuntlieis new Nation all of us will
establish. This new Nation will last for all time."

Yet another pause as the Queen put her thougtetherg "This is a new age for the
Amazons. The sun set on the Amazons so long agdhaike survived the night and
waited for the light. The dawning of a new era slaimed over the Amazons. And the
night may fall upon the Amazons someday when | amegBut | will come back to
bring my Amazons out of the night and into thengssun's light. Time will never
bring about the death of the Amazon."

Gabrielle stopped as she gazed over her AmazomsaZzans. Women. Nation.



Watrriors. Family. These are the things we are. somiething trivial as time will
never destroy us as it tried for so long. The a@higg that now remains is for all of us
to become as one. To forget about what Nation weedaom, for it does not matter
here. Now we must stand together and embrace trezdmDestiny!"

The dusk air only filled with an ear shattering ehafter the Queen of the Amazons
spoke.

Gabrielle smiled to her Amazons and nodded whilessanding on the podium
before her Nation. Then off to her right she sawiByp starting to move. The regent
held a mask in her hands and Gabrielle never caugatlier.

Ephiny slowly made her way up onto the podium whils mask. The setting sun's
light gleamed off the mask for the mask was co# @old and in the center of the
forehead of the mask was a gleaming diamond cutaddce

The Queen dropped her arms and turned towards ¥ @bie felt herself actually
shake after seeing this mask. Never had she'dasgeld mask nor heard of it.

The regent came up to Gabrielle and soon as shiéelicheering died out. "Queen
Gabrielle of the Central Nation. Your right of casts Queen of the Central Nation
has been removed. Now you are given the specitd eaQueen of all the Amazons
and Nations. And you are given the caste as ths&@hdrepresent us well, as we
know you will."

Gabrielle smiled and nodded.

Ephiny raised the mask high in the air.

Every last Amazon cheered in authorization to plaoe their new Queen.
Ephiny smiled as she saw Gabrielle lower her head.

Gabrielle felt the mask carefully slip over her th@ad fit with perfection. She
gradually raised her head with the mask refledtimegsun.

The Amazons broke out cheering yet again.

The regent smiled at her Queen and then gazed ttowhere Xena stood and she
saw Solari right behind her. Her eyes locked witha8 and nodded to her.

Solari nodded back. She came to stand next to X¥eaa follow me."

The warrior looked down at the second in commant wiconfused look. But she
followed Solari up to the podium and walked on. Xdénen caught in the Amazon's
hands a mask of gold as well.

Solari escort Xena to stand beside her Soulmaten €he shifted to stand beside
Ephiny and handed the regent the golden mask.

Ephiny carefully took it and gazed up to Xena. "Aeformer Consort to Queen
Gabrielle. The Amazons have recognized you asgbdinis Nation again as an
Amazon. You have the heart of an Amazon. We danbyt recognize you as an
Amazon once more but as Queen Gabrielle's cori3oryou wish to take this



position as consort again?"
Xena smiled warmly. "Yes, forever."

Ephiny smiled. "Then the caste is given to you wiplen arms from the Amazons.
Remember the duties that come with being the Qsieen'sort. But realize as well, as
Queen Gabirielle does, you are not only receivirsecas Amazon and Consort but
also as the Chosen. Represents us well, as we ymowill."

Xena nodded and lowered her head.

Ephiny raised the golden mask to receive a cheautbforization to place it upon
Xena's head. It was done, the regent carefullyepldélce golden mask with the
diamond cut sapphire over Xena's head.

The warrior gradually lifted her head to Ephiny.

The regent smiled warmly as she gazed at her tends, she then faintly nodded
towards the crowd to them.

The Queen of the Amazons walked over to the edgieegbodium and crossed her
arms against her chest.

The Consort of the Queen shift to stand directlyithe the Queen. She lifted her
hands to grasp the Queen's sides in ownership.

Nothing but shouts and cheers of approval and hagpifilled the air for a minute.
Ephiny then walked to one side of the SoulmatesSwidri the other side. Ephiny
bent down to one knee with her head bowed, Soldmeixt. Then the Soulmates
watched each Amazon slowly bend down to one kn#elaivered heads.

The only Amazons not kneeling were the former Qae@nd each Queen came
forward to the podium and lined up. Queen Nyx atftr right drew her sword and
held it up towards the Soulmates then twisted drtioed in the ground and she
kneeled with a bowed head. Queen Mairead stoodtadxyx and followed her
example. Then Queen Caitriona then the next Quiké&came to Yakut at the end.

Gabrielle felt a certain special power fill hercitarged her. And she knew her
Soulmate felt it because it flowed through theumls®hey held the Amazon Destiny
in their hands together.
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Xena carefully grasped the gold mask over her lagadoulled it off hearing the
feathers ruffle from the movement. She turned thskiso she could look at the front.
It was made of gold and the design of Greek imnhibrtaas carved into the gold
face. In the forehead Xena saw the sapphire twingl® her. She smiled and gazed
over at her Soulmate.

Gabrielle lifted her eyes from her own mask. "Sdnmgj else huh?"
The warrior nodded. "l was surprised.”

The younger woman chuckled. "The both of us." Shblad over to the bed to
gingerly place the gold mask down on the bed.



Xena came up and did the same placing it right tee&abrielle’s.

"Mmm, we better head back down there for the celeton huh?"

The warrior nodded. "Yup."

Gabrielle chuckled and turned to her partner. dhivbe that bad."

Xena raised an eyebrow.

The smaller female grinned. "Trust me huh? | prem¥ou'll like the... celebration.”

That warm smile took Xena's lips. "l do." She loeether head. "Trust you with
everything of me." She claimed Gabrielle's lips.

When they pulled back Gabrielle grinned up to hestliriend. "The feeling is
mutual.”

Xena quietly laughed. "Good."

The Queen reached and grasped her Soulmate's hdmat@rtwined their fingers.
"Let's go."

The warrior nodded as she started moving to the @ab her Soulmate.

They left the hut and walked down to the celebratiand in hand. The celebration
was nothing but loud, wild, and filled with winedafood. It was a celebration bash.

Gabrielle and Xena never seem to budge from eddr'stsides. Now they sat on the
ground with numerous Amazons all talking. The Saiks had just finished their
dinners and decided to relax with their friendsvdis dark now in the world around.
But the Amazon Village was lit by a number of fitesated here and there. Music
was filling the air with the laughter of a massAmhazons.

Gabrielle just started laughing over a small jakerf Teresa. She then calmed down
as she sat cross-legged on the ground. Her etes lip and she saw Solari across the
area looking directly at her.

Solari grinned and faintly nodded to her left.

The small warrior faintly nodded back and watcheth® disappear off in that
direction. Gabrielle then decided she wanted tag#ink. She then turned her head
to Xena and placed her hand on the warrior's ddsgsGabrielle squeezed her
Soulmate's knee then stood up. "Be right back."sainit to everybody but Xena.

Ephiny furrowed her eyebrows and looked to Xenah&vé's she going?"

Xena grinned. "To get something to drink."

The regent's expression dropped. "How'd you knowdan't wanna know actually."”
The warrior chuckled, as did the other Amazonsiengroup.

Gabrielle came up to the drink table.



Solari came up to her side.
"What's up Solari?"

The second in command grinned as she gazed atidwal.f"Everything is ready. |
just placed Argo and Torqueo at the southern sectidhe forest. Just follow the
south trail and you won't miss them."

The Queen lifted a mug of wine that was only hidid. "Perfect. How far of a
walk?"

"Only about five minutes down the trail."
"Great. Thanks Solari."

Solari nodded. "Oh, | talked to Maired."
"What did she say?"

"She said there is no problem and would do it whkengou'd like to start the
ceremony. And she wanted to know why you didn'tssskner.”

Gabrielle laughed as she pulled the mug away frenlips. "Maired."” She shook her
head with a smile. "Did you mention to Eph abo@t it

"Not yet... I'll tell her tomorrow."

The small warrior nodded. "Great. Okay | think §ming to go get my warrior."
Solari grinned. "Well | don't have to tell you taue a goodnight.”

"Thanks Solari." The Queen sighed. "I know your ae good too."

The Amazon devilishly grinned now. "Of course. Sgeg of which I think I'll find
my regent.”

Gabrielle chuckled. "Let's go."
Solari laughed and they both started walking badké group of Amazons.

Xena lifted her head up as she saw Solari anddrémgr reappear into the group. She
smiled up to her Soulmate.

Gabrielle smiled back and sat down beside her.

Solari walked across to sit down beside Ephiny."™Hi

The regent flashed her second in command a warthe.stilissed you."
Solari smiled warmly now. "I know the feeling."

Ephiny chuckled and gazed back around at the Angazon

Now the conversation started back up between tige lgroup of Amazons. In the
group were Amarice and her sister, Yakut, Ephimfa, Epinion, Teresa, Aster,
Leon, Caitriona, Gloria, Laetus, surprisingly Maide and a few other Amazons.



Once Gabirielle finished her mug of wine she platénlthe ground. She glanced at
Xena to see her listening to the others. She snoléerself then gazed back to the
group of friends. The conversation just ended deddecided this was the right time.
"I think Xena and | are going to leave you all."

All the Amazons turned their attention to Gabrielle
"Have plans my Queen?"

The small warrior glared at her regent for a sedbed answered. "Yes." She stood
up and waited for Xena to stand before speakin@k&/sure this celebration goes on
all night Eph."

The regent laughed. "No problem there."
Gabrielle crossed her arms. "But makes sure we aditie wine left over."
Solari piped in. "Can't guarantee that."

The Queen rolled her eyes. "Doesn't surprise ntee"tBen smiled. "Make sure
everybody has a good time." Her eyes then mairdyged on her regent. "Xena and |
will be up and about here by late morning or so."

Ephiny arched an eyebrow in question.
Gabrielle chuckled. "Goodnight everybody."
Xena smiled to the Amazons. "Goodnight."

All the Amazons called back with, "Goodnight."”

The Soulmates then left the celebration area and trey did Gabrielle stopped
walking and turned to her partner.

The warrior stopped as well. "What's up with uvieg early?"
Gabrielle shrugged. "l could get a headache anytime
Xena shook her head with a laugh. "True."

"Mmm | know." She then reached forward to take Xehands. "Come on, follow
me."

A raised eyebrow from Xena. "What you up to?"
"Well if you come with me, you'll find out.”
Xena laughed with a smile. "How couldn't 1?"

"Then come on." Gabrielle started to walk with Xeiggat behind her and her hands
behind her back holding Xena's hands. She led therof the village into the woods.
Then searching around she found the trail thatHedsouth section of the woods. She
released Xena's hands and grinned up to her.fallest me." She winked and broke
off running.

Xena watched her Soulmate go for a second thegrgteed. She sprinted after her



partner and came to run beside Gabrielle.

Gabrielle followed the trail and was thankful faetfull moon tonight. Then she
rounded a bend and directly ahead she spotted @orgud Argo standing together in
the moon's light in a small clearing. She stoppguohing.

Xena stopped as well and stared at the horsesri€iaB"

The Queen grinned. "Thought we... would have our eam of celebration." She
smiled up to her Soulmate.

The warrior smiled as she glanced down to herfoestd. "You're good."

"I know." The small warrior ambled over to the legsith Xena. "I know this perfect
spot we can go to as well."

Xena smiled. "Of course." She came up to Argolssrand untied them. She easily
mounted the warhorse. Turning her head to the gigatsaw her Soulmate on
Torqueo. "So where to?"

Gabrielle turned her horse to the right. "This W&he led them into the woods.
"Here we go." She kicked Torqueo into a gallop.

The warrior sent her mare into a gallop as weltrigeside Torqueo.

Gabrielle gazed over at her partner. "Gods thggeat!" She then laughed out of
excitement.

Xena laughed in happiness and turned her heae idatkness to Gabrielle.
"Perfect.”

The smaller warrior smiled and turned her head &mdwo watch where she went. She
felt so alive right now. The pair rode ahead antthivia quarter of a candlemark they
came to a stream with a sparkling green grassiotedt hadn't been clutter with the
falling leaves.

Gabrielle sighed as she lay on her back staringt tipe stars. "Not a bad day."”
Xena quietly laughed. "Not at all.”
"Busy | have to say."

"Very true." Xena brought her hands under her lasashe studied the stars. They
were lying on the ground beside the stream. Thew'hatar gazed in nature like this
for to long.

The Queen sighed again contently. She suddenbadrtdl her right to place her upper
body on top of Xena's. Her arms crossed over thidava chest and she rested her
chin on her hands.

Xena smiled and brought her hands from under had bkeerest on Gabrielle. "So tell
me how you put all of this together."

Gabrielle chuckled. "I have my ways."



"Uh huh."” The warrior's right hand came up to nurotigh Gabrielle's short hair.
"Mind sharing?"

The small warrior grinned. "Not at all. | asked &oto saddle up Argo and Torqueo
and pack the saddles with food for a day. Theidlher to leave them on the south
side of the forest."

"Ah, so that's what the 'drink' was about huh?"

"You caught me." The small woman then chuckled. I8vered her head down on
her hands.

"Thanks for doing this Gabrielle." Xena pausedvaksn't to excited about a night of
talking to the Amazons."

Gabrielle laughed. "I agree. | didn't want to eithiéhat's the one requirement we both
failed."

Xena now started to laugh. "With flying colors."

"Mmm." Gabrielle lifted her head up again. "l alssked Solari to talk to Maired
about something."

The warrior's right hand came down to rest on leedi8ate's hands. "What was that
about?"

"Well she asked Maired if it was possible for yoad to renew our vows. And
well... I didn't say we would and that | had to askiyirst."

Xena responded and smiled. "We should have dswoiter."

Gabrielle started to laugh at those ironic wor@h ‘gods, Maired said the same
thing."

"Mmm, smart priestess."

The Queen shook her head with a smile. "So you teadd it?"

Xena nodded. "Love to." Her thumb rubbed againdir@He's knuckles. "Ritual?"
Gabrielle sighed. "Yup, another one."”

The older woman grinned. "I'm getting use to it."

"Yeah." The small woman shook her head. "We'redgatnalized."

Xena wrinkled her nose for a second. "We are."

Gabrielle leaned closer to her Soulmate. "Normalooo style."

"No. So why we doing it?"

"I don't know." Gabrielle chuckled a little. "Butéally don't care."

"Mmm neither do | for once."



The Queen smirked. "I'll write that down too."
"Funny Gabrielle." Xena then gave a smug look.

"Wasn't trying to be." Gabrielle then finished thistance and took her Soulmate's lips
in a strong kiss.

The warrior's hands moved down to grasp her friesides. She lifted Gabrielle onto
her body as the kiss kept going. And the kiss steweloped into more that night.

~*Part 28*~

Xena reached up with her right hand to pull thenfiare over her Soulmate's body
that lay on hers. She then felt a smile spreadsadner Soulmate's lips that pressed
into her neck. "Morning."

Gabrielle quietly mumbled out a, "Morning." But stien't open her eyes.

The warrior tightened her arms more around hendrias their bare bodies kept each
other warm under the furs. Her head turned to és¢éeen world and she saw the sun
had just peaked over the horizon.

"Dawn?"
Xena turned her head back to close her eyes. "Yeah.
"Let's go back to sleep.”

The taller woman lifted her head slightly placeisslon Gabrielle's head. "Tired
huh?"

Gabrielle chuckled. "Yeah." She contently releasednext breath. "Yesterday wore
me out."

"Mmm, which part about yesterday?"

The small warrior snickered now. "Well it wasn'¢ thighting part.”
"Ooh, | see now."

The Queen's lips shaped into a grin. "You agree?"

Xena's lips took on a grin as well. "Definitely.h&then took a deep breath. "Go back
to sleep huh?"

Gabrielle tightened her arms around her Soulm&tee you there."

Xena smiled to herself and then let her body slip & sound sleep with her partner.
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Gabrielle slowly felt herself come out of her dreaith Xena. But she knew her
Soulmate was still faintly sleeping. So she keptdyes shut but carefully moved her
right hand between her body and Xena's as shenl#lysowarrior. Her hand snaked
down Xena's soft stomach to her lower abdomen.



"Gabrielle."

The younger woman grinned and stopped her movesiece she felt her partner's
breathing pick up. "Hi." Her eyes then graduallgioed and she lifted her head up to
gazed down at Xena.

The warrior's dark eyes opened up and locked vatHrend's. "Starting something."
The Queen shrugged her shoulders. "No, just helpngo wake up.”

"Uh huh." Xena released Gabrielle's side and brohghhand behind her partner's
head to bring her in for a strong kiss.

Once it ended Gabrielle pushed herself up mord@mered her head back down to
kiss her Soulmate. She felt her body press hanthstggena's body as they kissed.

"Gabrielle." The watrrior tried to talk in the mi@dodf the long kiss. "It's late morning."

The small warrior pulled back from the kiss. "I'hetQueen, they can deal." Slowly
her right hand came up her Soulmate's soft stontwabbr sides near her breast.

Xena shut her eyes in reaction. "Won't argue."

Gabrielle grinned. "Good." She leaned down closédna and let her lips brush
against her warrior's. "My Soulmate comes befosghang else."

Xena's right hand came behind Gabrielle's headdgdinish the distance and begin
a passionate kiss. And yet again the Soulmatesfeltheir touch and soul's love.
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Gabrielle packed the last fur and closed up thdlsbddg on Torqueo's rump. She held
her hands on the saddlebag and at a random momamti@n memory filtered back
to her.

Xena closed up her saddlebag and turned her hehd taght to see her best friend
frozen where she stood in action. She knew Gabnedis thinking about something
and it wasn't a pleasant thing by the look on healkwarrior's face.

The warrior patted Argo's side and quietly camdeipind her Soulmate. Very
carefully Xena's arms circled around Gabriellerotgction from her memory. Xena
carefully whispered her Soulmate's name. "Gabfielle

The Queen shook her head and dropped her handstiesaddlebag. "Sorry."
"What was the memory?"

The small warrior's eyes still had a bit of confunsin them as she gazed up at Xena.
"l just started remembering lllusia.” She shooklead. "Gods, I'm sorry. |
shouldn't...." Her eyes shut.

Xena sighed a little unhappily. "We still both halteyotten over it."

Gabrielle lifted her eyes back up to Xena. "No.'t Hght hand came up to run
through her short hair then fall down to Xena'sdsatiat held her. "I can't. | just... |
just can't forget what | did to you. Gods." Hertkeelenched while she turned her



head a way. "And | can never understand why." $lbelsher head and looked up to
her warrior again. "l can't figure out why | dickil. Why it happened.”

"Gabirielle it just happened the way it did." Xepak a long breath. "I let myself fall
back into my hatred for Caesar in Britannia and ki you need to trust somebody
else. Khrafstar planned it that way Gabrielle aaglayed his pawns perfectly. It has
nothing to do with what you do wrong or not."

"Wait." Gabrielle locked eyes directly with her praer. "You're making it sound like it
was your fault and Hades if I'm going to let younkhit was Xena. You're right
Khrafstar did set it all up, everything. He playdtiof us both. He played off your
hatred and he played off my blind trust." She sigtiele just happened to be there in
the right place at the right time to catch us hufftguard.” Her words then came out
in a growl. "The bastard."

"There is real no fault Gabrielle." Xena saw heul8wte raise her head to her again.
"We both learned lessons from it all."

Gabrielle laughed unhappily. "To many at once." Rkext words came out of thought.
"Ever day | thank Solan for lllusia and every dapblogize to him for Hope."

"You hold Hope's actions as your responsibility witevasn't Gabrielle."

Gabrielle's eyes began to burn faintly. "Xena haw gou say that? | brought her into
this world Xena."

"Dahak created her Gabrielle. The only thing shi dfayou was her body, nothing
else.”

The small warrior nodded. "That was it." She shbekhead. "I still remember before
we went into Dahak's temple and she came to nmeeisvbods. She asked me to be
her mother again.” A sigh. "A part of me was scelto saying yes. | felt like | still
owed her something but then when she touched nekdhes anger erupted in me. |
never hated somebody so much other then her."

"I know." Xena's eyes unfocused for a moment wlile spoke. "l remember how
hollow your eyes were when you came back. | couttip but wonder why and |
figured it out quickly." Now an old dream came bagk<ena with a sickening smack.

Gabrielle's eyes narrowed. "I could have said tAmething about you! | could be
sitting here telling you, you were a vessel for. BBy the gods Xena you were a
warlord and killed thousands of people. Hope hautitythat. People showed you a
second chance. But you couldn't even give her@statt with."

"No Gabrielle."

"Yes Xena, and you know it! You killed my daughaad admit it, you loved it? You
enjoyed it?"

"No Gabirielle | didn't."” Xena stood up and tooktepsback. Gabrielle stood up now,
she stepped over Hope. "Yes you did Xena. Adihglie pointed a finger at Xena,
her eyes narrowing. "l saw that look of utter sftsion when Hope and her son lay
died in that barn. | bet that was the happiest mainreyour life!"



Xena shut her eyes tightly against her memory efifeam.

Gabrielle reached up with her right hand to cahgftdress her partner's right cheek.
"What memory?"

The warrior opened her eyes that were filled withrdr. "Old memory of a dream.”
She shook her head to let herself go stoic. "GHdyriedid enjoy killing Hope."

The small warrior nodded as she let a sad smile@dmer lips. "I did too." Her eyes
dropped. "As bad as that sounds for both of us.effaid eyes lifted back up. "She
almost destroyed us Xena. | couldn't let that gamuldn't let her get away with killing
Solon, destroying my dream of a child, threaterf@ygene, hurting you, and ruin my
relationship with you. Never. | wanted her to knloaw it felt to have her dreams
shattered and a loved one killed." She pausedrasyks went a little hard. "Xena,
nobody hurts you and if they do they better rumfroe."

"I know." Xena pulled her Soulmate in closer. "Isanangry at Hope for the same
things and wanted her to pay." She paused. "But miagle me the angriest was how
she destroyed your dreams of a daughter. | sawdblatof love when she was first
born and | knew she'd only damn you. | never garsgry before."

Gabrielle nodded and she rested her head againitdmel's chest. "She really was
my hope."

The warrior held her Soulmate tightly. "Would yoreewant to have a child again?"
Xena gazed down at Gabrielle.

The younger woman looked up to Xena. "Really, I'domow." She shook her head
for a moment. "I'd be so scared the child wouldikeHope. As if Dahak still infects
me."

"He doesn't Gabrielle. That | know."

Gabrielle smiled to Xena then lost her smile aftenoment. "l wouldn't mind
knowing | can have a normal child." She sadly sthil&lotherhood." She chuckled.
"That would be something else between us."

Xena grinned a little herself. "Oh it would be."

The Queen laughed and quickly glanced up to Xandy'we even talking about
this?" She shook her head. "We can't anyway."

The warrior shrugged her shoulders. "Crazier thimegse happened to us."

The smaller woman rolled her eyes and shifted bena's arms. "True." She lifted
her shoulders up as she walked to Torqueo to gsateims. "You know only bacchae,
dryads, you swimming to the underworld..."

Xena grinned as she crossed her arms over heram@éstared at her partner's back.

Gabrielle rapidly turned around to face her frigvith the reins in her hands. "Me
being a bacchae, giants, my ugly grandson anddbké& daughter, Velasca was an
experience along with Callisto, Angels, huge flymgds, Hercules, Prometheus..."



The warrior glanced over at her horse and raisethdred up as a grin took her lips
over her Soulmate's raving.

Argo looked at her owner and then walked over 1o he
Xena reached up and took the reins. "Don't fotgefTitans."”

"Oh gods yes! The Titans, | think that was my faeot Gabrielle chuckled. "Oh
Cecrops, Troy!" Gabrielle threw her arms up. "Amissing anything?"

"The horde."

"Oh how could | forget that? Then there was alwlagsa with all of that hocus-
pocus. Karma, time traveling, and Alti." Gabriedtarted walking with Torqueo to her
left and Xena to her right and Argo to Xena's rigtitey all began their trek back to
the Amazon village. "We can't omit Ares's littldhemes to get you back."

The Warrior Princess laughed. "Definitely not." Sfi@nced over at her smaller
warrior. "The body switching with Callisto."

Gabrielle quickly looked over to Xena. "Gods | lthteat.” She then laughed. "Hey
nothing is impossible with us huh?" She then sniette"Think we can switch bodies
someday?"

Xena started to laugh. "Gabrielle be careful withatwou just said."”

The Queen laughed herself. "Oh come on it would ien experience to wake up in
your body tomorrow. See what it's like up there."

The watrrior rolled her eyes. "Funny. And I'd seatilis like from down there."

Gabrielle snickered. "It's great from view from dotere." She walked closer to
Xena and bumped her. "So crazy things have happgenesl" She shrugged her
shoulders. "Maybe | will be mysteriously pregnahorrow." A laugh quickly
followed Gabrielle's words.

Xena joined her in the laugh as they kept walkiaghao the village. The warrior then
evil grinned after she calmed down from laughirighé jinn."

Gabrielle laughed. "l don't know what issues Najad for hearing voices in her
head."

Xena snickered. "She had quite a few if she's hgamices."

"So we noticed." The small warrior then closedéngrs as she walked. "Oh yeah |
hear jinn too." Her eyes opened again.

The older woman quickly grabbed Gabrielle's rigim.d'What they say?"

"Uhh they say... | love Xena." The Queen grinned atdrer Soulmate. "Gee, it
doesn't take jinn to tell me that."

The taller woman shook her head. "Gods, we're bad."

Gabrielle chuckled happily. "But it feels good émgh at it all.”



Xena nodded at that. "It does." She grinned ovéetdriend as she ambled through
the woods. "Anything else you'd like to share almutadventures.”

"Yes." Gabrielle turned her head to Xena againisThjust between you and I." Her
face was very serious.

The warrior raised an eyebrow in question.

"Khrafstar ... he was so ugly! He made centaur sloklgood.”

Xena broke out laughing. "I think he looked betten the Destroyer."”
Gabrielle's nose wrinkled up. "That is a mug onip@ather could love."

The two Soulmates kept at it for the rest of thékwa the village. Their laughter
could be heard all the way to the village thatyeaflernoon.

"Oh | got it Xena, it's bound to happen. We'll bezen in ice tombs for twenty-five
years..."

~F kK

Gabrielle dropped the quill and leaned back indieir. "The spring, it's the best
time."

Ephiny nodded her head in agreement. "l agree."
The small warrior looked to Xena.

The warrior nodded. "Agreed.”

The Queen glanced over to Masika. "You Masika?"
The Council Member also nodded. "Definitely theirsgs'

Gabrielle smiled. "Great, it's the spring then @lathe Nations come here." She
relaxed in the chair as she stared at the scrdipinny's desk. It was early evening
and Gabrielle decided to call a quiet meeting betwieerself, Ephiny, Xena, and
Masika. They were all inside of Ephiny's hut havjusgt finished a dinner together
and now working on the future plans for the Nation.

Masika cross her legs. "What's next on the list?"
The Queen thought for a moment. "Roles, we nedidguoe out ranks and roles."”
Ephiny grinned. "Obviously you're Queen."

Gabrielle slowly averted her eyes to her regenattirally.” She grinned but went
serious quickly. Reaching up she took the scrdlthad table with the quill. She
placed it in her lap, she wrote down Queen therohar name. "Okay next in rank |
want consort." She looked up to her friends. "AdRe

Both Masika and Ephiny nodded rather fast.

Gabrielle grinned inwardly then lifted her eyedeo Soulmate. "Xena?"



Xena looked at her partner, her eyes shifted aamay back to Gabrielle.

"I'll take that as a yes." The Queen wrote downt gexsort and Xena's name. She
sighed. "Next will be regent."

Ephiny quickly cut in. "Definitely."

The small warrior quietly laughed as she went aloiiing next rank of regent.
"Next would be second in command."

"Wait Gabrielle."
The Queen lifted her eyes to Ephiny in question.
"What about an Amazon Princess?"

Gabrielle sighed and sat back in her seat. "Dogsn’Amazon Princess have to be my
sister or daughter?"

Ephiny shook her head. "Not necessarily. Perfeatrgpte was you and Melosa."

The Queen nodded her head a few times. "I'm net $Mhat if... just... hypothetical.
| choose an Amazon Princess now and then laterd Aalaughter and | want to make
her the Amazon Princess?"

Masika quickly answered. "You could do two of trer@abrielle. Either you could
take the caste away from the Amazon Princess dintlgeand give it to your daughter.
Or you could wait until you retire as Queen ancegreur daughter the caste."

Gabrielle nodded and considered the routes. "Holdfd handed my daughter my
caste would that make her Queen or Princess?" &texlgat Masika.

"Both Gabrielle." Ephiny explained herself when Qereen turned her head to her. "If
the Princess at the time is younger then your daaghen your daughter would be
Queen. But if the Princess is older then your deergshe’ll be Queen. Then there's
always the details of a regent.”

The small warrior nodded. "I think I got it."

The regent nodded. "I can dig up the scrolls daritou."”

"Yes, actually this coming winter | wouldn't minaking the Amazon scrolls to read.”
Masika's eyes widen. "Gabrielle, that's a lot obks."

The Queen chuckled. "Then I'll know Amazon well."

The older Amazon grinned and nodded. "As the Quashes."

Gabrielle smiled then rested in her seat againt tlBere is still the question on an
Amazon Princess."

"Amarice."

The Queen turned her head to her Soulmate. "Anfdrice



Xena nodded. "She would be perfect for Amazon [Bsac¢ She turned her attention
to Gabrielle.

The small warrior lifted the quill as the feathigrlbirushed across her lips. "That's an
interesting idea." She nodded a few times.

Ephiny crossed her arms against her chest. "l tlunk she's a little... inexperienced
for the role Gabrielle?"

Gabrielle grinned to the regent. "Did you thinkds@"
The regent shut her eyes with a grin. "Caught Her'eyes opened again.

"The question isn't about inexperience here. Igjgestion of whether Amarice has the
heart for the role."

The Amazon Queen nodded at Masika's words. "liSk€ then smiled. "And she
does definitely since she's traveled with Xenaldnd

Ephiny quietly laughed. "I knew it was a good idgeading her off with you two."
Xena glimpsed over to the regent. "l never thanfadfor that Eph." She grinned.
The regent chuckled. "Well | knew you'd whip hewishape Xena."

Gabrielle snickered to herself but stopped and wth. "Okay, so Amarice for
Amazon Princess yes?"

"Well what do you think Gabrielle?"

The Queen responded to Ephiny. "Definitely yes,dshe good once she understands
her duties.”

The regent nodded. "l agree."

Masika smiled. "Same here."

"Xena?" The small warrior peered up to her partner.
The warrior nodded. "Of course."

Gabrielle quickly jot down Amazon Princess and Aiceibeside it. "Okay second in
command next."

"Gabrielle, we need to consider the Queens beferget any lower on the pole."

The Queen nodded at her Soulmate's words. "Yaghé They wouldn't be happy to
become low ranking Amazons from Queens." She st inathe chair, dropping the
quill on the scroll, and laced her hands to letrtlrest on the scrolls. "Any
suggestions?"

Ephiny spoke out of thought. "Could make them comess."

Gabrielle nodded as she stared at the scroll amtisthof rank she'd created so far and
she'd like to create.



"No." Xena shook her head and lifted her head Tipat's to many commanders and
to much power for certain ones."

"Then what's your suggestion Xena?" The Queen baoketo Xena in question.

"Lieutenants.” Xena's head bobbed up and down.HfTieally in armies a lieutenant
is one rank below a commander."

"Nine lieutenants.” Gabrielle took a deep breattow Amazons are there grand total
Ephiny?"

"Well... there're around six hundred... maybe six heddifty here now. Plus the
Amazons remaining at the Amazon Nations. Probatityesvhere around nine
hundred Gabrielle."

The Queen nodded. "Perfect nine lieutenants arelmindred Amazons. | like that."
She gazed up to her best friend. "Lieutenantsaaver rank then commanders?"

Xena nodded. "Yes."

The Queen smiled. "Perfect. Before | put that dowwmuld like to keep Solari as my
second in command. She does a great job of it.yBoedy agree?" Everybody nodded
and Gabrielle smiled. "Great." She jotted down 8slaame with second in
command. "l also wouldn't mind a third in command &was thinking about Teresa
for the role."”

Ephiny nodded her head. "l agree with that. Sheldexa good commander."

"That's what | thought." Gabrielle took a deep bre&She's quiet but that's okay. She
knows how to get along with people really well &mbws her stuff. And Teresa is
well respected among my Amazons."

Xena's lips creased into a smile. "She would bergept third in command."”
Gabrielle glanced at Masika. "Masika?"
The Head Council Member smiled. "Agreed."

The Queen smiled and began to write down Tereaa®mwith third in command and
also wrote down the Queens' names with lieuteenshe did this she spoke aloud.
"Let's just go over other roles." She finished imgtand leaned forward with the quill
to tip it with ink from the ink well. "The head coal member..." She smiled and
glanced over at Masika. "Will not change."

Masika lowered her head for a quick second thesedait again. "Thank you."
Gabrielle nodded. "Any disagreements?"
"Nope." Ephiny shook her head. "Masika is the Best.

"Not at all." Xena crossed her legs at the ankéeshee watched her Soulmate write
down Masika's role.

"Side note for you three on the council." Gabrielesed her head. "l would like to
take the head council members from each natiorpkaw@ them in the new council.



I'd hate to bump off the other council members buiey're just minor. | think it'll be
the best to have the head council member from éiffenent nation when the new
government is established this coming spring."”

Everybody nodded their heads in agreement.
Gabrielle sighed. "Okay... just a few more." She tiyi@aughed and then went on.

The four women all stayed inside of the hut disimgsa few more roles and terms for
another candlemark. Then near the end of it allri@ké was rolling up her scroll.

Ephiny took a long breath. "Anything else Gabrielle

The Queen shook her head as she placed the gehlldmeEphiny's desk. "l don't
thinks so." She leaned back in her chair. "I'ktal Teresa, Epinion, Amarice,
whoever else about their roles. Technically righwrall these roles are unofficial till
this spring. Once we set the government up and/géeg is settle we'll go through
the normal rituals to make everything official." li3&lle tapped one end of the scroll
against her leg. "And tomorrow I'll speak to theestQueens and tell them basically
what's going on."

Masika nodded. "Great. Nothing else?"

Gabrielle shook her head. "Not that | can thinkadv. Thank you for coming by
Masika."

The elder Amazon smiled. "Quite welcome but | mhesd to bed." She stood up and
stretched her legs. "Have a good evening everybody.

"Goodnight Masika." The small warrior watched Mashead to the door.
"Night Masika." Ephiny smiled to the other Amazon.

"Goodnight Masika." The warrior nodded to the headncil member.

"Bye." Masika then left closing the door quietlyhiosd.

Gabrielle turned her head away from the door toifspliDid Solari talk to you?"

The regent crossed her arms over her chest. "Aleoeting your vows?" She
smiled. "Yes."

The Queen smiled. "When can we do it?"
"As soon as you would like."
Gabrielle looked up to her Soulmate.

Xena lowered her eyes to Gabrielle and studieghadner's eyes for a second then
glanced to Ephiny. "Tomorrow morning."

Ephiny furrowed her eyebrows. "How do you two..." Shapped herself and shook
her head.

Gabrielle was staring at Ephiny with a grin. Shecheed over with her left hand and
patted her friend's knee. "Don't ask Eph becausean® even explain it to



ourselves."

The Amazon sighed. "l won't." But now she smilefbrhorrow morning sounds
perfect. I'll talk to Maired about it and get it$ge. Late morning?"

The warrior nodded. "That's perfect." She paus@dbtielle and | won't be helped
with getting... dressed?" She heard a snicker fronstmaller Soulmate.

Ephiny sighed. "No, don't worry."
Gabrielle suddenly stood. "Great, thanks Eph."
"Somebody is a little tired of being here." Theaegsmirked up to her Queen.

Xena now stood. "She isn't the only one." Her haraase forward to grasp her
Soulmate's sides.

The regent shook her head. "Goodnight you two."

Gabrielle chuckled. "Sleep well Eph."

"You too." Ephiny stood up and smiled.

"Goodnight Ephiny."” Xena smiled and released heinpés sides.
"See you tomorrow Xena."

The warrior grinned. "Count on it."

Gabrielle ambled over to the door with Xena rigahind. They went out the door and
heard their Amazon friend say, "Bye." But they keplking once they closed the
door.

The Warrior Princess reached to Gabrielle's rigimohand laced their hands together.
"Tired?"

The smaller woman nodded. 'That wore me out. Théorigutting up with it."

Xena nodded. "No problem, just hard seats is my coinplaint.”

"No doubt.” Gabrielle stiffened a yawn. "I thinkwyand | should have leather seats."
The warrior laughed with a smile. "Right."

The Queen shrugged her shoulders. "One can dream.”

Xena pulled her Soulmate closer to her body astieayed their hut. "Speaking of
which."

Gabrielle nodded. "Let's do some dreaming together.

But before they even slipped into their dreamsdagether they relaxed. Relaxed in a
hot bath for a half of a candlemark. The Soulmatest directly to bed afterwards
that night. Tomorrow would be another busy daytiem.

~*Part 29*~



Xena rolled out of bed first then Gabrielle did.eT$mall warrior gathered up her
clothes and strolled into the washroom.

The warrior however went to a chair and picked epléathers and slipped into them.
As soon as she did a knock was at the door. Ther @ldman shifted to the door and
opened it. She stood in the opening of the dopetr outside. "Morning Maired."

The priestess gazed up at the Warrior Princessamithrm smile. "l stopped by
because of the vows being renewed."

Xena nodded. "Ephiny talked to you?"
"Yes she did. She said you and Gabrielle wouldtidkdo them this morning."”
"If we can Maired."

Maired smiled. "Of course you can. The arrangemleat® been made." Her smile
fell and she went serious. "The ritual will be hgldArtemis's temple and you may
only have three witnesses. The process will takarat a candlemark and half.”

The warrior nodded and retorted. "When would yé&e lis over there?"

"As soon as possible Xena."

"Okay great. I'll let Gabrielle know and we'll been there soon.”

The priestess nodded. "Wonderful, I'll see you ltbémn."

"Thank you Maired. Goodbye."

"Bye Xena." Maired strolled off with her robe slighflowing in the air behind her.

The warrior quietly closed the door and as sooshasdid Gabrielle came out of the
washroom. Xena gazed over at her with a smile.

"Three witnesses Xena?"
"Yes." The warrior padded over to the table anedifher brass armor to put on.

The Queen adjusted the leather strap on her rightlder having just put it on after
her skirt. Gabrielle then grabbed her boots anébég put them on. "Who do you
think we should have? Ephiny?"

Xena hooked the brass armor over her left shouldes." She hooked her right
armor strap. "Maybe Amarice."

Gabrielle nodded and lifted her right boot to teolari or Epinion?" She sighed.
"That's a toss up."”

The watrrior finished strapping her armor on andaoet® put her boots on. "Maybe
Solari."

The smaller woman nodded. "But we've known Epinamnger."”

Xena sighed as she tied her last boot. "It is a tips" Her foot came down to the
ground after being on the chair. "Maybe the thmga is not have anybody." She



reached to her sword with her fingers wrapping adotne sheath but hesitated to lift
the sword.

"Maybe you're right." Gabrielle's right foot conteat with the wood floor. She turned
to her Soulmate having not heard a response. Shaeygpartner stuck in action
about taking her sword so she came up behind X&alarielle's left hand came
forward to rest on Xena's right hand on the swdrdu don't want to take it?" She
gazed up to her friend.

Xena nodded. "It's not right." Her eyes fell on Gelte. "When we were married |
should have never had my weapons." She shook hérdred released the sword and
instead she took Gabrielle's hand.

The small warrior nodded. "You're right." She uriwg released her Soulmate's hand.
She leaned down and grasped the hilts of herRaising back up, Gabrielle twirled
them then slammed the tips into the table holdwegrt for a moment. She let go of
the handles and watched the sais fall on top o&’sesword and chakram with a

cling. "Love is a weapon." Her left hand came aweetake her Soulmate's hand again.

Xena stared at the weapons for a moment with naeses. But her eyes warmed as
they averted to Gabrielle. "Let's go."

Gabrielle smiled with a nod.

The Soulmates first went to eat rather quicklynia tood hut, then found themselves
in Artemis's temple with Maired.

The priestess raised her head once she hearddahetdder temple close. "Welcome
my Queen and Consort."

Gabrielle smiled to her priestess. "Good morningréth”

Maired bowed her head slightly as she watched thnsates walk through the
temple to meet her on a stone alter. She broughtde up. "Please come here and
we'll begin."

The Soulmates smiled and still held their handscamde onto the stone alter with
Maired standing in front of them.

The Amazon sighed unhappily. "l am afraid | wilMeato ask you both to release
hands and hold your hands behind her backs forraent Also please face each
other."

The Soulmates did as they were told. They faceld etiwer and released hands.
Gabrielle's hands went behind her back and XehaWel her example.

"No witness | presume?"
The Queen shook her head. "None. This is somethatghever needs witnesses."

The priestess smiled warmly. "The first Queen and<0rt to realize this." She turned
around to a small stand that held cold embers.rigkthie stand was a huge gold laced
statue of Artemis looking over the temple. The sta@ss pulled out a small pouch
from her robe and sprinkled some mysterious poweved the embers and a fire



came to life. The fire's light spread up and dolangold statue of Artemis almost
bringing her to life. The pouch went back intohtame as Maired turned around to the
Soulmates.

Xena stared directly into her Soulmate's eyes.
Gabrielle stared directly into her Soulmate's eyes.

The priestess smiled. "Now we begin." She tookepdweath. "Queen and Consort,
Consort and Queen. They are seen as one, comphetee two go through trials and
tribulations through their days together. And ohthose many trials or tribulations
may tear them apart to only make them Queen anddbagain. But yet the Queen
and Consort heal themselves then each other. @adevb candles' flames are relit
then their melting wax mix together. And in thig tueen and Consort become one
again." Maired now raised both her hands and gthficet to her Queen.

Gabrielle seemed to understand and she raiseéfhéahd and carefully rested her
palm in Maired's right hand.

The priestess turned her head to Xena and noddwel to
Xena lifted up her right hand to rest in Mairedises hand.

Maired smiled and closed her eyes as her next wemes) to flow from her lips in a
dream. "Lao Ma, Ming T'ien, Caesar, Khrafstar, Dkatdope, Solan, and Illusia.
These are the people. Jealousy, betrayal, distrastd, rage, pain, forgiveness, and
then finally love. These are the emotions. Thengfite of Soulmates and the spiritual
love. This is what was learned." The priestess egdrer eyes slowly and gazed at the
Soulmates to see both of their cheeks streakedteatis but they were smiling. "Your
soul and love were never separated from each athesere your emotions, bodies,
thoughts, and dreams were."

The priestess stopped and took a deep breath. iSTht a ritual for renewing vows
between Queen and Consort. For renewing vows i®gong so much smaller then
what the purpose of this ritual is. This is Arteistual of the binding of Soulmates.”

Maired closed her eyes once more. "Artemis, thesga@ur Chosen, this is the Queen
and Consort, this is Gabrielle and Xena, and thes¢he Soulmates of time. Their
love is immeasurable for all. And now has cometitime where they ask to be seen as
one before you. Grant them their deepest desires."

The priestess kept her eyes tightly closed andrahed her hands together with the
Soulmates' hands still in her palms.

The Soulmates eyes have been locked since theregimhe Soulmates now felt
their fingertips touch and an energy seem to barsteir fingertips then flow through
their bodies.

Maired opened her eyes again but now they wereatmyhite. "As the Chosen of me
your lives are protected. As the Soulmates of toehave the strongest love ever
known. As the Soulmates with the strongest lovegamugrant your deepest desires at
will together. And now your desire is to become @uand Consort of mine. |
recognize my Queen and Consort as one again aekeforAnd in that this is the
binding of the Soulmates of time for eternity." 3t her eyes slowly as her



following words were light in air. "Always remembigvo things Soulmates.
Remember your soul you share knows of no time. vendember what you desire
together will be yours, never forget this Soulmatdtaired opened her eyes again to
the Soulmates, they were normal now.

That energy burst inside of the Soulmates now dystkot to their hearts in
collection then disappeared.

The priestess smiled. "Now comes the last pars ihihe part that begins the
binding." She moved the Soulmates' hands togetitenadded to them both.

Xena took her Soulmate's hand.
Gabirielle took her Soulmate's hand.

Maired kept her warm smile and continued on. "Ndweak your hands. Never move
your lips to each other. Never break eye contacti Yoth will remain in this temple
for a candlemark. You may sit and you may find Beraate route to a form of
talking. But remember your hands do not break aparsound or movement passes
your lips, and your eye contact does not breake'|Bivered her hands from the
Soulmates' hands. "In that candlemark go througld#tys together. The day you met,
the day you married, the day you almost lost edlsrpthe day death almost tore you
apart, the day forgiveness hit you, the day hata&dd at your soul, the day the light
came, and so on. | will return in a candlemark 8waués." Now she walked to her
right past the Soulmates. Slowly Maired walked dalagncenter of the temple and
went out the large wood doors. She closed the dughigd quietly.

Gabrielle smiled lovingly to her partner.
The warrior smiled back to her smaller warrior.

The Queen sigheéreat, we can't talk. How we going to get aroundishe felt
her partner squeeze her hand and she came out thiclig hts.

Xena grinned a little knowing her friend had beeinking. She pulled her hand that
was locked with Gabrielle's down then back up.

Gabrielle nodded her head knowing what Xena megatitdd.

Together they easily sat down together on the stmwile altar. Then without even
asking each other they took laced their other hamgksther.

The small warrior wanted to chuckle at their sit@but held back. They'd been in
worse problems before and they couldn't get ardhisdone. Wait, this isn't even a
problem. For Gabrielle it was not being able t& tal her best friend. She sighed a
little again.Okay we can talk from our lips. Maired said ther@svanother route.

Xena saw her Soulmate thinking deeply about thencomication or lack there of. But
she only began to think of what to do hersalfernate route to a form of talking? |
hate riddlesShe kept thinking and went to what Maired saidieaand it quickly
came to heiWhat you desire together will be yours. That'saghswer Xena took a
deep breath and began to let a certain desitesill

Gabrielle knew her warrior had an idea, she judttbdigure it out hersel#Vhat else



did Maired say that has Xena thinking? There'stgdie something. Stupid riddles.
Oh gods! What you desire together will be yoursaybe just maybe... | desire to
speak to Xena mentally, that'sAtsigh. Xena | wish you could hear me, please do.

Gabrielle, you ask and you shall receifée warrior grinned to her partner.
Gabrielle's eyes widenXena?

The one and onlylhe warrior smirked at Gabrielle but squeezed @#bIs hands.
| can't believe this, you're in my head.

Hey! Who says you're not in my head?

Gabrielle grinned to her partner then smiled warnmyeach other's heads?

Exactly.Xena smiled to Gabriell&Vell you'll have to make sure you write this down
too huh?

Gods, yes. This is insane Xena.

You're complaining Gabrielle?

The small warrior grinnedh no. It's just... well.

Different and not quite normal?

Exactly.

Xena smiled nowWell we are not the normal pair of girlfriends.

Gabrielle bit her lower lip to keep from laughintena, don't make me laugh, gods.

Don't worry, we both were about to break the rituétna released her lower lip after
she felt the urge to laugh leave her.

Okay, | can work with this Xena.

The older woman grinne@ame here.

So Maired said we should talk about our days togretGee where should we start?
The beginning always works.

Gabrielle shook her head a little with a small gBiood ideaShe took a deep breath.
The grove, you still remember that day?

Yes of courseXena smiled to her partnevly life has changed since théviow a grin
took her lipsl can still see you in the grove and back talkingd»'s men.

The Queen started to grivies, the naive little me.
Gabrielle.

Oh come on Xena. We both know | was naive. | Was giods two and half years
later.



It was not two and half years Gabrielle.
The small warrior raised an eyebrothen when?
Right after my death Gabrielle and you became Quieieitt it in you.

Gabrielle sighed. see it as after we got through all the turmoiDHhak and Hope.
After lllusia.

The taller woman furrowed her eyebrows togetieu can't think that Gabrielle.
Xena you have to admit all the things | did withpd@nd Ming T'ien were immature.
No, it was out of jealousy.

The small warrior shook her hedtither way it was immature and naive of me.

The warrior's hands tighten more around GabridlefsdsListen, you were jealous
over something you had complete right to be jealdudhad been you I'd done the
samething GabrielleéShe sighed. was never angry at you for what you did. | was
happier then anything, alright® smile took Xena's lips

The Queen smiled faintly.was just never happy over what | did.

| know but you were not naive or immature over thegn more so since | say so.
Now the older woman's smile shaped into a grin.

The small warrior grinned bacEspecially when you don't think so. A bit of a sigh
Remember the first time we kissed?

Xena raised an eyebroWhich time? When | was in my body or in the dreampsc
thing?

Gabrielle shook her head faintlijhe dreamscape of course.
Oh yes, | definitely remember. It was so romantic.
XenalThe Queen held back a lau@o we both were a little...
Shy would be the word.

Gabrielle nodded to her Soulmaghy and then some maybe.

So why didn't you ask me sooner about why | kigsadn that dreamscape
Gabrielle?

The small warrior's eyes wideviou're kidding me right Xena?
Nnna

The younger woman grinne@kay I'm sure | would just asked you after you came
back to life why you kissed me. I'd be lookedkat llihad four heads. | can see it now.
'Xena why'd you kiss me?' Then | get this lookllikas crazy and you'd answer with
something like. 'Gabrielle | have no idea what yetalking about. Have you been
eating drugged nutbread?’



The warrior smirkedl guess | am a little different compared to thehhu
Gabrielle arched an eyebrow.

The Soulmates continued on talking together thraugdther... different means. This
went on for over a quarter of candlemark. Theyadlkbout everything in their lives
together. Going over the bad things and the gomgsitogether. Flipping through
their feelings from so long ago and now today tbgetAnd by the last few minutes
of the time in the temple they were discussingmetangs.

| was having the worst nightmare&Sabrielle shook her hea@lhey can tell you a lot.
Xena nodded. know. | could tell you were having nightmares.

| wasn't the only ond=or emphasis the Queen raised an eyebrow at heepar
The warrior grinnedYes, | was having my own... lovely dreams.

Gabrielle grinned for a moment then went seridiena what if this happens again?
It took us... a year and half to get over everything.

Xena's head bobbed up and doBat it was worth that wait. Gabrielle either way we
have to wait out the darkness, whether it's togebhaseparate. Either way when the
light comes I'll be there beside you.

At first the Queen didn't respondena?
Yeah?

It's not going to happen between us ag&abrielle's eyes had so much promise in
them.l won't let it nor will you, | can feel tha loving smile swept across her lips.
Can't you feel it Xena? She squeezed Xena's haidlyt We're Soulmates with the
strongest force in our control. That's the key Xafa're not on the paths of warriors
or the way of the warrior.

A smile took Xena's lips as she finished the datian.We're on the way of
Soulmates.

Exactly.

Xena nodded with her warm smikend in us both realizing that we can do as we will.
We can finally forgive ourselves because it wo@ddrsgiving each other.

The warrior grinned a littleRerfect.She began to lean towards Gabrielle.

Gabrielle met her halfway.

The Soulmates' lips sealed together in somethingdascribable. And as they kissed
that burst of energy came back to life and rushealigh their bodies and passed
through their locks lips and mixed together in bibtbir bodies. Then they slowly
pulled back from each other with warm eyes.

"Well it looks like your candlemark went well."



The Soulmates grinned to each other after hednegtiestess voice.

Maired walked up to the altar and but did not clithe few stairs onto the altar. She
gazed directly at the Soulmates. "Stand up but lgeaep hands together."

The Soulmates nodded and carefully stood up Hugatied at each other. If they
were suppose to break eye contact it wasn't goitngppen.

"Now then, the ritual is over. Your half soul hasally been binded together for a
time without time." She then smile to the Soulmatésd do not forget Artemis's
words." Maired turned towards the temple doorswaaliked through the temple to the
doors. She opened them and called back. "And yguspeak aloud again.” She
grinned to herself and opened the door, exited céygkd the doors behind.

Gabirielle smiled to her warrior. "Well, that wen¢W'

Xena smiled right back. "Definitely.” She leaned&ods her partner and placed a
gentle kiss to her forehead. "We better go."

The Queen sighed. "Yeah, have things to do."

Both the Soulmates turned their heads towardsdlteg statue of Artemis that stood
tall. The fire altar stand still burned with theldwellow and orange flames.

Xena turned her head back to her Soulmate. "Let's g
Gabrielle gazed back to Xena and nodded.

They released one hand but kept their other lobleedis together. Slowly they
walked off the altar and once they did the flaned trtad been burning yellow and
orange sparked into a deep red shade.

The pair heard the snap of the fire and gazed back.
Gabrielle furrowed her eyebrows as she starecdeatetth flame. "Why red?"

Xena studied the red flame and then slowly smileed... love." She turned her head
to Gabrielle.

The small warrior smiled and turned her attentmiX¢na. "Makes perfect sense."
She grinned and started walking again with Xena.

They opened up the doors of the temple as the difgtite sun came shining down on
them. Walking out, the doors were quietly closeliie.

The red flame only glowed stronger.

Xena and Gabrielle kept walking deciding to heath#r hut first to pick up their
cloaks.

"Something is different Xena."
The warrior smiled as she squeezed Gabirielle's tieamloosened her hold. "I know."

Gabrielle glanced up to her partner. "I'm glad wektdat. | feel like..."



Xena chuckled. "Don't try to describe it. You'llvee be able too."

The Queen quietly laughed. "True." She smiled uppetobest friend. "I love you
Xena."

"l love you Gabrielle." Xena stopped and turneti¢o partner.
The small warrior smiled and placed her free hamXena's hip.

Xena smiled back and brought her free hand behadati€lle's head. She lowered her
head and claimed Gabrielle's lips.

The Soulmates stood in the middle of the Amazotay@ kissing. They received all
sorts of grins from the passing Amazons. Espectallyy Amazon.

Ephiny started walking towards the pair.

Xena pulled back from the kiss and leaned her fmadlagainst Gabrielle's. "Your
regent is coming right up behind you."

Gabrielle rolled her eyes. "Don't stop kissing nreeduse of that."

The warrior grinned. "Wasn't planning to." She k@dm to gentle kiss Gabrielle then
a second gentle kiss. The third kiss Xena madeqgess and long.

The regent came up near the pair. She crossedrhsragainst her chest knowing
they were kissing to annoy her. So she coughedawitin and spoke loudly. "Don't
let me interrupt anything... Soulmates."

Gabrielle started to laugh in this kiss that sts tmunt of.

Xena grinned and leaned her head against Galsiath@in. "I think Maired has been
talking."

"Really." The Queen kissed Xena lightly then turt@&phiny but she leaned against
her warrior. "What's up Eph?"

"Nothing much."” The Amazon was still grinning. "Matnesses huh?"
"Nope." The small warrior crossed her arms overchesst. "Didn't need any."

Ephiny nodded. "No you didn't." She furrowed heglmpws. "Hold on a moment."
She took five steps back and studied the Soulmdddsl know it was bad before but
now it's worse."

Both Soulmates raised an eyebrow in question.

The regent laughed and walked up to them againu'btiih were glowing before but
now your more like a glow of a wild fire."

Gabrielle grinned. "I'll take that as a good thing.
Ephiny smiled. "It is. Solar and | have discusdeat before.”

The Queen quickly looked up to Xena.



Xena gazed down at her partner.
They both said it at the same time. "Solar?"
The Amazon's face dropped right then. "Oh no."

Gabrielle stood up from leaning against Xena andsad her arms against her chest.
"Solar... as in Solari?"

Ephiny shook her head. "No... no no." She startedrioa deep red.

The Queen laughed a little and looked up to Xe8aldri is never gonna live this
down."

The warrior grinned evilly. "Oh no."

Ephiny groaned. "Oh gods she's gonna kill me."titgrt hand came up to run
through her hair.

Gabrielle off to her right saw her second in comchtdren. "There she is now." She
looked straight at Solari and yelled over to heley Solar!"

The second in command stopped dead in her trackbemeyes narrowed. She
jogged over to the small group and looked direatlthe regent. "Ephiny, why did
they just call me Solar?"

The regent lifted her head up. "Slip of the ligStie smiled sheepishly.
Solari sighed for a few seconds.

Gabrielle grinned and nudged Xena.

The warrior nodded.

The pair quickly shuffled off with a few chuckles.

Ephiny grinned. "I'll make it up to you Solari."

The second in command raised an eyebrow and crbeseafms against her chest.
"You know they'll never let that go?" She grinné&dou definitely owe me." She
walked off. "I'll see you tonight Eph."

The regent grinned a little. "Count on it."

After that, the Soulmates went to their hut. Gatlderp their cloaks and went for
some lunch. That afternoon though lead to a meéttgyeen the Queen of the
Amazons, her Consort, and the former Queens.

Part 9
Section 9
~*Part 30*~

"Once all the Nations return this coming springlMmgin to establish the new



Nation."

All the former Queens nodded at the head Queenit Biats Caitriona that spoke up.
"What will become of us, the Queens?"

Gabrielle sighed. "l am not totally sure yet bbave plans.”

There was now a low murmur between all the formeeéns. Nyx looked to
Gabrielle whom sat at the head of the table. "Whiththappen to my sister? She's the
princess. Does her caste just getten taken awaytlikas nothing?"

The Queen opened her mouth but was cut off.

Another former Queen piped in. "Yes? What will happo our Princesses or our
healers?" It was Mairead.

"What about our councils?!"

All the former Queens quickly stood up from thesats around the table. All looking
to each other and Gabrielle. All of them yellinglatemanding what will happen to
whomever. "What about my priestess?" "My seconcbimmand?" "Consorts?" "My
Nation's traditions?" "Your Nation's traditions? ®¢labout my Nation's traditions?"
All the former Queens went on with their bickergugd demands.

Gabrielle closed her eyes and took a deep breatheyts opened again and she had
her head hung low and glanced over to Xena.

The warrior sat beside her and gazed over to ert@ned her head to the Amazons
and her eyes went hard. She quickly stood up vathwood chair's legs scraping
across the wood floor. "Silence!" Xena crosseddners over her chest.

All the former Queens went dead silent and turhed &attention to the deep-angered
voice they heard.

Xena's eyes narrowed as her voice came out inval.gildow sit down." She
uncrossed her arms and placed her hands on tlee &ti# leaned forward slightly to
keep the Amazons' attention. "Those are not yotioNs any longer."” A pause as she
saw all the former Queens drop their eyes. "Andtdbimk for a minute Queen
Gabrielle has not considered all the things you'asé&na removed her hands from
the table and straightened up to stand tall. 'osthe main concern who has what
rank in the new Nation. The concern right now ikimg it through this coming
winter. Is that understood by all?" Her hands wertter hips and she saw all the
Amazons nod in understanding. "Good." She carefullied her chair forward and
sat again.

Gabrielle lifted her chin from her hands that skd taced. She dropped her elbows
from her chair's arms and placed her hands indps:. Her tone however was more
soothing. "l understand everybody's concern aljwit toles."” She took a deep
breath. "But as Xena said | am more worried ablmgtwinter then anything for my
Amazons. And right now | am asking all of you ttura to my tribes to look after my
Amazons. Is that something each of you can hawdlmé? If not | will be happy to
send somebody else to do it in your place."

Every Amazon quickly nodded in positive answer.



The small warrior nodded with a smile. "Good." $then lost her smile. "This
winter..." Gabrielle held her left hand over at Xetidy Consort and myself will be
going over the scrolls of the first Nation." Shevéred her hand to the chair's arm.
"Not only that but | will be figuring out the ranks my Nation. Figuring the ranks,
the rituals, and Amazon laws for the coming Nati&@he paused. "But they will not
be set in stone until all the Nations have comabtther smile took her lips. "And this
is because | would like for each of you to gatheAmazon law, Amazon ritual,
Amazon tradition, Amazon history of your Nationgdaalist of everybody in your
Nation. Is that clear to each of you?"

The former Queens nodded yet Yakut cut in. "And vertis?"

The Amazon Queen smiled. "I'm glad you asked Yalg&he stood up from her chair
and held the other Amazons' attention with easeatit to know every Nations nook
and cranny so that when my new Nation comes togetball feel at home. So that
we all feel apart of each other and accept eadtr ofach Nation holds special
elements to them and | do not want to let thatogedste.” Gabrielle paused and now
she did as Xena did and placed her hands on thlettalean forward. "And yes | still
understand your concerns over the roles and rantkeeicoming Nation." Her eyes
narrowed faintly out of anger. "But what | do noterstand is why you have these
concerns. Point blank, these concerns piss meSifie"stood up from leaning against
the table. "It should not matter who gets what raxthis Nation." She crossed her
arms over her chest. "l would be more honored tustean Amazon then the
Queen." She smiled warmly. "And do any of you kneolay?"

All the Queens shook their heads.

"Because the Amazons would not be without themBr&He grinned. "It could be
just all of my officers and myself without the Anwaws. There wouldn't be enough of
us to sail a ship let alone create a Nation." Newdrin shifted to a smile again.
"That's why | honor my Amazons more then my officd8ecause they make the
Nation, the officers don't make the Nation. Thest juelp protect the Nation." She lost
her smile quickly. "And each of you better damnlwelderstand that or you will not
be apart of my Nation. | will not have any formaafrruption in my Nation. So get any
sort of staffs out of your asses and realize yguseas equal to the next Amazon. Is
that clear as well?"

All the Queens nodded again and now they held@entdo Gabrielle in their eyes.

Gabrielle smiled. "Wonderful." She took a deep tiredf there are not any questions
then you all may leave. And don't forget your dsiti@is winter. | want all of my
Amazons gone by tomorrow and preparing to move denay orders this coming
spring. This meeting is over." Gabrielle saw thewmwing but spoke up. "Aureus?"

The southern Amazon turned around and glancedtovesr Queen. "Yes Queen
Gabrielle?"

Gabrielle smiled. "l need to ask you something."

Aureus nodded with a small smile and came up tceXéard Gabrielle. "Yes my
Queen?"

"Aureus, what you think of the idea of Amarice bewog an Amazon Princess?"



Gabrielle knew Aureus was the former Queen of thehstribe from which Amarice
came from.

Aureus's head bobbed up and down. "She'd be gbiad.eyes lifted from the floor.
"She's a good... person."

Gabrielle's facial expression didn't shift but desshe was filled with wonderme#t.
good personBhe sighed faintly and responded. "Great. Justesaiat get your
opinion since she was of your tribe."

The south Amazon nodded. "That's what | figuredh& Smiled warmly. "But | need
to go and get the Amazons from the south tribettge'

The small warrior nodded. "Thanks Aureus."
"Anytime." Aureus turned around and headed ouheftut.

All the former Queens headed directly to the Amazorthe Amazon Camp outside
of the village. The former Queens had their dutbefll fill and planned on doing it
quickly and efficiently.

But this left the Amazon Queen in the meeting rawith her Soulmate. Gabrielle
turned to her best friend. "Well that was fun." Sighed and dropped her arms. "l
hate being a hard ass at times."

Xena grinned up to her partner. "l don't know.ihkhyou like it."
The small warrior raised an eyebrow. "How can yetsbre?"
"Cause | am you."

Gabrielle grinned and shifted to sit in Xena's [&fou're good."

"I know." Xena took Gabrielle's lips carefully witter own. Once she pulled back her
right hand fell on her Soulmate's thigh. "Whatts pfan now my Queen?"

The small woman quietly laughed. "You can call rmarySoulmate."”
The warrior grinned. "My Soulmate."

Gabrielle grinned back and placed her hands on 'Xemger arms. She went stern. "l
thought I'd talk to Teresa and Amarice about th@es. | figured you'd rather do
something else huh?"

"Nope." Xena smiled. "Rather be with you." Sheelifther right hand to brush back
some of Gabrielle's short hair. "So we can go t@lkmarice and Teresa."

"Xena..."
The older woman furrowed her eyebrows. "Don't reedo come?"

Gabirielle shook her head. "No it's not that. | khimeed to talk to Amarice alone."
She sighed. "l just have a feeling something ragtit."

Xena nodded. "Because Aureus said she's a gexsdn”



"Yeah, that just bothers me she said that."

The warrior leaned forward and placed a gentletkigger partner's forehead.
"Worried | might intimidate her my Queen?"

The small warrior quietly laughed. "Amarice yestieShen smiled. "How about you
talk to Teresa?"

Xena nodded her head. "After that we'll meet updianer?"
The Queen grinned and hopped off Xena's lap. "Solike a plan Xen."

The older woman stood up with a smile. "Great." Blamed down to capture her
Soulmate's lips again. Slowly she rose up againstiidhad her warm smile. "Let's

go."

The younger female nodded, buttoned up her claaknaoved to the door. The pair
left the hut and went their separate ways to firettvo Amazons.

~F ok Kh

Gabrielle walked a ways down the trail and gazedia up into the trees. She knew
her Amazons were on patrol and Amarice happenéé tun patrol duty.

Suddenly those three patrol Amazons dropped framrees directly in front of
Gabrielle.

The Queen smiled. "Was wondering when you threddvsiow."

The three Amazons all chuckled and reached upghb fheir masks back. There was
Amarice, Aster, and Leon as patrol.

Aster smiled warmly. "We figured if we didn't wdde in deep centaur crap with the
Queen."

The small warrior grinned a little. "Definitely."dw she went serious. "If you and
Leon don't mind | would like to steal Amarice folitde while."

Aster gazed over to Leon.

Leon shrugged her shoulders and turned her attetdithe Queen. "No problem.”
Aster turned her head back to Gabrielle. "Justtd@®p her to long." A small grin.
Gabrielle smiled. "l won't." She averted her eyesest on Amarice. "Come with me."

Amarice nodded, she quickly noticed how seriousr{&ié was. She knew her friend
was in Queen mode and there wasn't room for j@gkeshe walked up to Gabrielle in
silence.

The small warrior gazed back to her two Amazonsatiks Aster and Leon."
"No problem Gabrielle." After her words Aster dipagared into the trees.

Leon looked to Amarice. "Good luck." She now dissqmed.



Amarice rolled her eyes then gave her attentic@dbrielle again. "What's up?"

Gabrielle was serious again. "Let's take a walké Started moving along through the
woods with Amarice right beside her. "How've yoehé&marice?"

The Amazons lifted her head and smiled to her &iéNot to bad. Yourself?"

"Good." Gabrielle flashed a smile. "l just got danmeeting with the former
Queens."

"Oh yeah?" Amarice grinned. "How'd that go? | bhetas something else."

The Queen laughed quietly. "It was." She sighedteélAt was over | had a small talk
with Aureus." Now her hands went behind her back.

Amarice quickly lifted her head to Gabrielle. "Aliau about what?"

Gabrielle noticed her Amazon's quick interest aattion. "l asked her if she thought
the idea of making you the Amazon Princess wasod goe. Whether you would be a
good princess or not."

The Amazon's eyes widen and she stopped walkingpri€lle, |1 don't think... well |
am not the right person for the job."

Gabrielle nodded a few times. She'd stopped walkdngand was still holding her
hands behind her back. "Why Amarice?" A knowinglsrbegan to shape on
Gabrielle's lips. "Aureus said you were a good..sper"

Amarice shook her head. She turned away and watkedto a near tree and turned
to face Gabrielle again. "l just wouldn't GabrieBamebody like... Teresa would be
better."

The Queen nodded and dropped her hands from bhkiniohck. "The first time | met
you | would have never guess you'd turn down sometlike this." Gabrielle crossed
her arms over her chest. "And | believe you oweamexplanation as to why you
won't take the caste Amarice. You're turning dowuge honor."

Amarice's right hand came up through her hair d&redsgghed. "l just can't Gabrielle.
It's... it's complicated.”

The small warrior sighed and uncrossed her arms.c8me up to her Amazon and
placed her right hand on Amarice's shoulder. "Aosari am asking you as a friend
not as your Queen." Her eyes went warm with a smile

Amarice looked away as her eyes burdened and sinel @@ lump in her throat. "I'm
not an Amazon Gabrielle." She turned her head tmbler Queen. "l never was."

Gabrielle nodded. "What about your sister, RodHiya?
The Amazon nodded. "She's an Amazon."
"How'd this happen?"

Amarice took a deep breath and told her story. "¥ee, Rodhiya is older then me
about... a year and half. When Mom had her she halhiig® given an Amazon caste



right away." She sighed. "But then Mom died in latvith me. Rodhiya and | were
both raised by some friends of Mom's in the triBeerybody in the Nation though
didn't realize | never received a caste to be amZun. Yet | was raised and train as
one but | don't have the caste."

The small warrior furrowed her eyebrows. "And whgrtt you ever speak to
somebody about getting one?"

"Gabrielle, we both know the tone of the southeitres. They're rough and tough,
you can't show weakness. | would have been thénlaggtock of the Nation if | said
anything. Besides | didn't want to dishonor Rodlaither." She shook her head. "l
just kept hoping nobody would find out about it.'s&yhed escaped her lips. "l guess
Aureus knew."

Gabrielle nodded and squeezed her friend's shotlidardropped her hand. "Well can
| tell you something Amarice?"

The Amazon nodded with no other indication.

"It's all in perspective Amarice. | am very proudyou for sticking it out and not
leaving the Amazons just because you don't hawsi cYou see there's a difference
Amarice. You may not have a caste to say you'r&rmaazon but you are the purest
form of an Amazon." She smiled warmly to her Amaz@md right now | need you
for my Amazon Princess."

Amarice smile sadly. "But I'm not an Amazon."

"In my book you are Amarice, in the Queen's book e an Amazon. You may not
have a scroll with an Amazon caste. But you haeectiste inside of yourself." The
Queen paused. "When you're the Amazon Princesk gaué the Amazon caste."”

The Amazon's smile loss the sadness and went wW&anwvould | be able to order
Solari around?"

Gabrielle grinned. "Yes."

"Ephiny?"

The small warrior chuckled. "Afraid not."

"Mmm, I'm not sure then." Amarice though went sesio'Princess?"

Gabrielle nodded. "Yes." She waited.

The Amazon took a deep breath and smiled. "I'd touae your Amazon Princess."
The Queen smiled lovingly. "Thank you." She pultent friend in for a tight hug.

Amarice returned the force of the hug. After theller back Amarice had a smug
look. "Do | get to order Xena around?"

Gabrielle released Amarice and narrowed her eyés.""
The Amazon laughed. "I guess only you get to huh?"

The Queen said nothing but a huge evil grin str@@oeoss her lips and a sparkle



took her eyes.

"Well that look is enough of an answer." Amaricanged.

Gabrielle quickly went stoic. "Get back to yournghtAmazon."
Amarice chuckled. "Yes my Queen."

The small warrior smiled. "Thanks Amarice. Catch ater."

"Bye Gabrielle and thank you." She leaped to disapmto the trees.

Gabrielle watched her go for a moment. She sighddawsmall smile. "She is a
mess." Now she started her trek back to the viliadet pursuit for her Soulmate.

~F ok k

Abruptly a huge smile took Teresa's lips. She jutnjpeward and gave the taller
woman a hug. "l can't believe it."

Xena laughed and hugged the Amazon right backw&iseaken aback by this hug.
"I'm just the messenger Teresa."

The Amazon pulled back with a smile. "Yes but yestill Gabrielle's other half."
She shook her head still trying to believe it. "fikgou Xena."

The warrior smiled as she cross her arms overtestc"Thank Gabrielle." She took
a deep breath. "Gabrielle, Ephiny, Masika, and detided you as the third in
command."

Teresa's right hand went through her hair. "Godanilt believe it."

Xena grinned. "Start believing it." Her eyes thiétedl from the Amazon to see her
Soulmate coming. "Mmm, looks like you'll be ablehiar it from the Queen herself."

Teresa followed Xena's gaze to see Gabrielle caniing Amazon didn't wait and
broke off jogging to her Queen and enveloped thegQun a huge hug.

Gabrielle laughed as she hugged her Amazon bagkeds you found out huh?"
The Amazon flashed a smile as she released hemQiées, thank you."

The small warrior shrugged her shoulders. "You eadih Teresa." She started
walking towards her Soulmate with Teresa beside®abrielle smiled up to her
partner. "Hi."

The Warrior Princess smiled right back. "Hi youfsebhe was about to say
something else but she heard a yell.

"Gabrielle?"

The small warrior sighed and gazed over to hett tigisee her regent coming. "Hey
Eph."

Ephiny came up to the group. "Been trying to fird .y
"You found me Eph."



The regent huffed but went serious. "How'd the mgejo with the Queens?"
Gabrielle smiled. "Xena and I got them under cdritro

Ephiny raised an eyebrow and glance up to the arai®he saw Xena grinning so she
averted her attention back to Gabrielle. "That nimaste been interesting."

"Gabrielle?"

The Queen looked beyond her regent to see Soldfepmion coming, Solari had
called her name.

"Hey Solar. What's up?"

The second in command came up with Epinion stitleatside. "The other tribes are
getting ready to leave tomorrow. | wanted to doubleck and make sure these were
your orders."

Gabrielle's head bobbed up and down. "They arey $heuld all be out of here by
tomorrow." She wanted to add more but had stoppgaiay. "Hades | wish | had
Amarice here."

Epinion grinned. "l believe that's Reese coming fidie weapons master nodded
behind Gabrielle.

The Queen glanced back to see Amarice coming t@atheim. "Great." She turned
her head back to her weapons master. "Reese?"

Epinion grinned. "Short for Amarice."

The small warrior sighed. "Nobody seems to like fheir regular names."
Amarice came up to the large group. "What aboutlegghames?”

Solari gazed over to Amarice. "We're discussing yockname."

Amarice chuckled. "Oh you mean Reese?" She gazeel ueen. "Rodhiya has
called me that since we were kids."

Gabrielle grinned. "Good to know." Her grin disappes. "Okay since we're all here. |
want to make some things known with all of you."

Amarice shifted to stand by side Xena so that sluddcgaze at her Queen like the rest
of the Amazon were doing.

The Queen crossed her arms over her chest. "Fiogt. Some of you don't know but
you will now. Amarice is my Amazon Princess andeBaris my third in command.
Everybody understand?" Gabrielle's Amazons noddddshe continued on. "Second,
two things about this winter. First Ephiny..." Shenied her attention to her regent.
"You are to train Amarice for Amazon Princess."

Ephiny grinned. "Deja-vu."

Gabirielle chuckled. "I think Amarice will be a léteasier then what | was."



The regent raised an eyebrow. "l don't know abloait Gabrielle.”
"Hey!"

Everybody glanced over at Amarice whom had spoke up

"l am easy to train, it's the red hair."

Everybody chuckled at Amarice.

Gabrielle shook her head with a smile and gazedtov8olari. "Solari, you are to
train your third in command alright?"

The second in command grinned. "No problem."” Sb& glimpse over at Teresa. "l
hope you'll survive this third in command.”

Teresa raised an eyebrow.
"I want my third in command in one piece by the ehthe training Solari."

Solari quietly laughed and nodded to Gabrielle.s'viey Queen.” She turned her head
to Teresa again. "TC will be fine."

Teresa groaned at the nickname. "Thanks Solar.”
The second in command snickered.

Gabrielle quickly cut in before it went any farth&dkay. Also everybody remember
that Teresa and Amarice are unofficial in theiesolThe other tribes will not know
till this spring. So basically Amarice and Teresaalowed to command but only
here in the Central tribe. Once the Nation is dstaéd this spring then we'll make
everything official. Is that clear?"

All the Amazons simply nodded.

The Queen uncrossed her arms and placed her har@s bips. "Second thing this
winter are the plans. Tomorrow afternoon Xena aa lleaving.” She gazed up to
her partner and winked to Xena. Gabrielle glanaszklio her officers. "We are
planning to go on a vacation first to Amphipoligthto Egypt if you need us. Mid-
winter or so we'll return here and Xena and | Wwdlspending the rest of the winter
working on the plans for the new Nation." She taakeep breath. "So far the plans
are for the former Queens to head back to théiesrand stay there this winter. When
spring comes | will have all the tribes come hare we will go into heavy building
and expand the village and our territory." She pdusr a second. "Is there any
guestions?"

Ephiny quickly cut in. "Maybe you should go ovee thther roles for the future
Nation."

Gabrielle nodded to her regent. "You're right." ld#ention went back to all her
Amazons. "The break down of rank and command hdlyereated. First comes the
Queen, second is Xena as Consort, third is Ephilhyas the regent.” She took a deep
breath. "Next is Amarice as Princess, Solari ydillrsecond in command, Teresa
third in command. Then comes the Queens and thievis I've made all the Queens



lieutenants and they are below rank of commandg&ise"stopped and averted her
eyes directly to Epinion. "Ep you are still weapomaster but also fighting master. I'm
giving you the option to select any trainers tghgu. That is up to you." She sighed
and thought for a moment. "Last Masika is goingeahe Head Council member.
There still are a few other small roles but thegioequite as important right now."

The Amazons nodded but it was Teresa that jumpétiihat about Maired? Is she
going to still be the Amazon Priestess?"

Gabrielle smiled. "Yes she is. We'll probably bualthrge temple."” She shook her
head. "That won't be till later." Her right handreaup to run through her short hair.
"Did | forget anything?" Emerald eyes lifted to Xeand then flickered over to the
regent. "Guess not." It was dusk and the Queennotike of this. "Alright that
covers everything. Thanks everybody."

After that everybody in the group decided to heagmto dinner. Well the Soulmates
stayed behind.

"Ephiny?"

The regent stopped in her tracks after hearing i€l#dcall her name. She glanced at
Solari. "Go down there. I'll be there in a second.”

The second in command nodded. "See you there.ti$ataed towards the direction
Amarice, Epinion, and Teresa were going and caughtith them going to dinner.

Ephiny walked over to her Queen.

Gabrielle smiled. "I need you to do me a favor wiXena and | are gone."
The regent reflected the smile back. "Sure."

"Can you put a desk into our hut?"

The Amazon nodded. "Definitely, I'll have the tal#enoved and put a desk in with a
few chairs."

"Great. Thanks Ephiny."

The regent nodded. "No problem."” She turned to e/kiee gates lay. "I'll see you both
at dinner."

"Bye Eph."

"See you Eph." Xena flashed a smile.

Gabrielle watched her Amazon friend go and thenddrto Xena.
Xena gazed down at her Soulmate with a warm sfiies me?"
The smaller female chuckled. "Definitely."

The warrior grinned. "Thought so." But she wentaes. "How'd it go with
Amarice?"



"She didn't have a caste like we thought."”
Xena sighed. "Would have never guessed."”

Gabrielle nodded. "Neither would I." She lifted legres from the dirt ground.
"Leaving tomorrow afternoon sound alright with ybu?

The older woman grinned. "Personally I'd like tave now. But."

The Queen sighed. "But | need to shove my lieutesnant the gates with my
Amazons and wish them safe travels."

Xena laughed. "Don't sound so excited Gabrielle."

Gabrielle groaned. "I'm very excited."” She grinmgdo Xena. "I'll be glad to get out
of here."

The warrior smiled. "l agree." She took a stepealds Gabrielle. "How you feeling?"
Gabrielle grasped Xena's hips lightly. "Ready féwreak just with you."

"Good." Xena's hands moved to wrap around Gabselaist. "Hopefully it'll be
peaceful."

"It probably won't be with our luck."

The Warrior Princess grinned as she lowered het.hgéell either way we have
Solstice to celebrate.”

Gabrielle grinned up to her partner. "Just Sol8ticought there was something else
important too."

Xena brushed her lips over Gabrielle's smooth lipaniversary maybe."
"Definitely." Gabrielle took her Soulmate's lips.

That night led to a huge dinner with all the Amazohthe tribes. But later in the
night the Soulmates were both tired but not excegdiired so that left them to
spend time together in a fashion.

~*Part 31*~

In the morning the Soulmates awoke fairly early ot at the crack of the sun's first
light. They'd dressed and packed to leave latdrarday. Afterwards the pair
migrated down to see off the Amazons of the trikgsbrielle knew she'd be seeing
them all soon in the spring. She had a lot of walrkad of herself.

The afternoon of the day approached and the Soefnagaproached the gates of the
Amazon village. And there waiting for them at tletag were Ephiny, Solari, Teresa,
Amarice, and Epinion.

The Soulmates knew then there was no way they wwmeilable to leave quietly. So
they tied their horses to the gates and talked tn#hAmazons for a few minutes or
so. For in the few minutes the Queen felt the dyirge to leave take her again. So the
conversation ended and everybody said goodbyeetQtleen and her Consort with



hugs.

The five Amazons stood at the gates watching thénsates walk down the small
road through the Amazon forest with the dawninthefsun's light on them.
Watching the Soulmates till they disappeared indis&ance of the never-ending road.

TheEnd



