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Part 1
Section 1
~*Part 1*~

The small form took a deep breath, her lungs quittkéd with the morning air.
Beside her she listened to the clip clop of thesé'srhooves on the dirt path. Her
boots scuffed along, her staff tapping on the gdowith each step she took. High up
on the mare was her dark soulmate. Gabrielle hadrrielt this content in her life,
this happy, it flowed through her body from heado®. She looked up to the warrior
on the war-horse and smiled.

Xena felt that warm smile directed at her, so slo&éd down at the bard, she smiled
back to her. Xena pulled Argo to a halt and droppetof the stirrups and saddle to
the ground beside her waiting partner. The wagaihered the reins in her right hand
and the pair began to walk again.

"I'm ready for this" Xena looked to her small freieand nodded then retorted back.

"Me too. You especially need a break" Gabrielledestiher head, knowing what the
warrior meant by that.

"You think your mom won't mind"

"Nah, she'll put up with me" The small bard chudkde the warrior's words.
"Oh come on Xena, she loves you and you know it"

"Yeah"

"But you don't think she'll mind me coming?" Therm@ smiled, her eyes set ahead
on the road.



"Of course not"

"Xena, Cyrene only met me twice, which were botingltime ago" A pause and then
the bard went on. "We didn't even really talk & times, | was to busy...helping you

| suppose" Xena's memories came to life from owsraa and a half ago. The day
when Gabrielle first save her from being stoneddath. She still couldn't believe that
young girl at the time followed behind her justtavel withher. Xena had always
admired her soulmate's strong determination.

"You did help me then Gabrielle, always are. Andimeo will want you to come, |
know her" Gabrielle looked up to Xena and smiledpdg

"If you say so"

"I do" The Amazon Queen chuckled for a brief mom&iience hung in the air for a
while, then Gabrielle as always broke it with hght voice.

"Xena, you think we should...you know tell your moboat us?" The warrior's face
etched into seriousness.

"We never had that talk like | said huh?"
"We got busy anyway Xena"

"Still" The warrior mentally slapped herself. Shen refocused her mind and went
on. "First of all Gabrielle, | want to make suranjmnow I'm not going to make the
decisions okay?" The bard looked up into seriolmltayes that already stared down
at her. Gabrielle simply nodded. "We make the decsstogether” The small woman
smiled to her soulmate.

"Thanks" They both looked ahead again and the t@mtinued on with the
conversation. "So to start with about the wholatrehship thing, do we tell your
mom?" The warrior took a deep breath, her eyddiseld ahead on the road.

"Well, what you think?" Gabrielle smiled to herself

"Personally | think we should tell her" A deep liredShe does have a right to
know...right?" Xena looked down to her partner.

"Yeah...she does" The Warrior Princess looked backNipw the whole entire
known world knowing of us that's a different mdtt€ne bard began to laugh and
Xena looked down to her soulmate with an amuseel fAthat?" The smaller woman
took a deep breath and replied.

"Xena you made it sound like | wanted to annouh¢e everybody and their
grandmother" The older woman smirked then lookezk ladnead.

"I know...l knew what you first meant" Gabrielle toakkew more deep breaths.

"Okay...okay so we only tell certain people that west huh?" Xena nodded in
agreement.

"Well | don't think telling somebody like my enemas top on my list" The bard
rolled her eyes and playfully slapped Xena on the a



"Very funny warrior"

"Seriously Gabrielle, we'll take it as we go. OKayfe bard nodded her head.
"Whoever we feel comfortable with?" Xena also natiler head in agreement.
"Yeah"

"Yeah well...I'll let you tell them" Xena looked t@hfriend and arched an eyebrow.
"Why me?"

"Incase they decided not to like it you can...hekpnthike it" The warrior smirked.
"Mmm, don't give me ideas"

"You're the one to talk" Xena responded to thatmatieer quickly in a low deep
voice.

"What Gabrielle?" The bard replied in a low almsgtieak.

"Nothing" Her staff stamped the ground then Galeigimped and screamed. "Ah!
Xena no no no!" The warrior's large hands grabbhedumping bard's bare waist. The
bard squealed as the warrior tickled the smallenam. Argo had stopped walking,
her reins had been tossed up onto the saddle. @ahewatched as the Amazon Queen
dropped her staff and Gabrielle took steps baaki fner tall attacker. The bard then
got to the edge of the road and lost her balanoe r&ched for one of Xena's
invading hands and they both went toppling to tteeg grass off the side of the road.

The pair broke out into a fit of laughter, Xena Istopped her tickling attack. She
now lay face forward into the grass, her head ughang. Gabrielle though was on
her back, laughing hysterically, one of her soubtsaarms draped over her stomach.
Xena dropped her face down into the grass anddeek breaths to calm down. The
bard for her part clenched her stomach and trietid laughing, little luck. Both
soulmates took a deep breath at the same timee#irttidir laughter finally subside.
Xena sat up to her knees and looked to her bardatge hands in her own lap now.

"You okay Gabrielle?" The small bard nodded heidh&éar hands still on her
stomach.

"Yeah, just my stomach hurts from laughing" Thenaargrinned down at the smaller
woman.

"Mine too" Gabrielle grinned and Xena's right haveht to the bard's stomach, lightly
caressing it. Then it slipped down to Gabriellede @nd Xena leaned down close to
the bard's face. "Still hurt?" Emerald eyes locthvihe most dazzling sky splashed
eyes ever. Gabrielle only could shake her headotGo

They kissed deeply at that instant. Both their bsdixploded and another memory
was locked in their hearts.

Once Xena pulled her head up she smiled down tei€lgb "We better go huh?" The
bard grinned.

"Yeah getting a bit hot here" Xena chuckled anddtop. She then bent forward



some and took the bard's hand. Gabrielle was pufpe® her feet. The warrior turned
around and lifted up her soulmate's staff, tosgitmthe bard. Gabrielle caught it and
followed up onto the road behind Xena. "Xena, houwcimlonger till we get there you
think?' The warrior shrugged her shoulders.

"A candlemark...why?"

~F ok k

The warrior's blue eyes drifted down to the slegorm in her arms. Xena chuckled
for a moment. Gabrielle had suckered the strongiaranto them riding and the bard
was in the front snoozing away while Xena direddgo. But Xena was glad to see
her bard sleeping, knowing she'd been lacking ldepsshe'd been needing. The
younger woman was certainly snuggled into the wdsrarms. It felt good to hold the
bard, she hadn't since this morning when they avokevel again towards
Amphipolis.

The warrior looked back up to take notice to theaathey were getting close to
Amphipolis. She pulled Argo to a halt and lookedkbdown to her bard. She reached
down and gently brushed some hair from the baad's.fGreen eyes slowly opened up
and looked up to Xena.

"Hey" Gabrielle smiled at her lover's voice.
"What's going on?"

"We're almost there" The bard nodded her head @maiisten her back up from
snuggling into Xena. "You thirsty?" Gabrielle'shidghand went through her hair and
she focussed her eyes.

"Yeah actually" The warrior nodded and reached hhadke saddlebags, she produced
a water skin. She then handed it to her smallenpar'Thanks" Gabrielle took a few
gulps then handed it back to Xena, the warrioriptathe skin back in the saddle. The
younger woman then began to move out of the saduledropped to the ground.

Xena was next to follow. The Amazon Queen shiftethe back of the horse and
retrieved her staff from the saddlebags. Xena wdde her then the soulmates were
off walking again. Within a quarter of a candlem#r&y came up a small rise in the
road. Once they did they saw a village straightdla@ them. The bard looked up to
Xena with a huge smile. Xena looked down with alentwinkling blue eyes.

They entered into Amphipolis and headed to thercthd of town to where Cyrene's
tavern is located. Once they reached the taverwéneor tied the mare to a post
outside of the tavern. Xena took a deep breathri@bdbcaught this. "You okay?"
The warrior looked to her soulmate.

"Yeah" The bard gave Xena a smile of confidence whrrior slightly smiled back.
Her large hand went up to Gabrielle's back. Thepade their way into the tavern.

Cyrene wiped down her bar as she stood behindailnater. She then heard two pairs
of boots move on her tavern's wood floor. She bnohgr gaze up to the new comers.
She quickly realized whom the strangers were, ealty strangers. Cyrene stepped
around the bar with a smile, she briskly walkedrdwehe two people.

"Xena?"



"Mother" The tavern owner smiled to her tall dawglend responded back.
"What...what you doing here?" Xena smiled slightly.

"Visit" Cyrene smiled some then looked to the bagena followed her gaze.
"Mother, you do remember Gabrielle?" Cyrene plethgamiled to Gabrielle.

"l do dear. How are you Gabrielle?" The bard smdad bowed her head a little.
"Fine Cyrene, yourself?"

"Quite well" Cyrene looked back to her daughteroldHong are you both staying?"
Xena quickly responded.

"We're not sure. Gabrielle and | were hoping weladatay here. But that's up to you
Mother" The tavern keeper brought up both her hamder hips, her right hand still
holding the towel from earlier.

"It be wonderful if you both stay. Besides you dméve some catching up to do” The
warrior nodded her head. Both Xena and Gabrielekwhat Cyrene meant by those
words. The bard had to smile, Xena is as stubb®hreamother when it comes to
letting things go.

"Thank you Cyrene" The tavern owner looked to thellafter her words.

"Anytime Gabrielle" She took a breath. "I supposea poth want separate rooms?"
Gabrielle looked up to Xena, Xena already lookiogvd at her. The warrior was
about to say something, but Gabrielle cut her off.

"Yeah that'll be fine" The warrior was about to ouherself, but thought better of it.

"I'll go get the saddlebags" Gabrielle nodded leardhto her soulmate. Xena
disappeared out of the tavern.

"lts quiet here" Cyrene nodded her head and droppetiands. She shifted back to
the bar, Gabrielle following behind.

"It normally is in the morning. The crowd won't certill drinking hour"
"Drinking hour?"

"Yes, that's normally sunset around here" Gabriieckled some and Cyrene
stepped behind the bar, the small blond sitting stool at the bar. "She seems well"
Gabrielle quickly caught whom Cyrene meant.

"She is"
"Thank you Gabrielle"” The bard blinked for a momg@n responded.

"May | ask for what?" Cyrene dropped her towelhe bar table and seriously looked
to the bard.

"For saving her" A set of boots came stomping id @&abrielle turned around. The
small bard hopped off the stool and went to hemgar



"I'll take them upstairs”
"You sure?"

"Yeah" The warrior handed the bard the saddleb&gsa knew what Gabrielle's
intent was by taking the saddlebags. "Which room?"

"It's Xena's old room Gabirielle. Go up the staind d@s at the very end on the right,
your room will be right next to Xena's on the rigide" Gabrielle nodded her head
with a smile to Cyrene. She disappeared up thesstayrene looked from the stairs to
her daughter. "She's a sweetie huh?" Xena's l®@yeg went a little hardier as she
averted her eyes from the stairs back to her mother

"She is" A bit of silence. "How have you been MatHe

"Rather well" Cyrene stepped around the bar, lgathe cloth on the bar. The tavern
keeper sat down on a stool and Xena shifted tons&nother one, they faced each
other. "Glad you came" The warrior smiled some.

"Glad | was welcomed" Cyrene's eyes dropped tdldloe for a moment then she
looked back up.

"Well | apologize for that Xena"

"No Mother, don't you apologize. Not after evergtii..you had right" Cyrene looked
back to the floor again and took a deep breathI&@ed back to Xena and locked
eyes with her.

"l wasn't supportive when you were younger"
"Supportive...of what? Me becoming a killer?"

"No not necessarily that but | was never thereyfr, Toris or Lyceus when you three
were young"

"You were busy making money for us all to survivether, there's nothing for you to
forgive" Cyrene took a deep breath and retortedt.bac

"Xena | did something wrong somewhere because ereiinee of you ended up with
the life you wanted" Xena's right arm went up tsti@n the bar beside her.

"I never knew what | wanted at the time Mother.. Veredid till just recently” Xena
sighed for a moment and went on. "Besides Motlermithe past...neither of us can
do anything about it...just learn" Cyrene smiled s@né reached out with her left
hand to grasp her daughter's larger hand.

"l suppose your right dear, that and trying to miake" Cyrene squeezed Xena's
hand for an instant. Cyrene released Xena's hatthay both stood up from the
stools. "How about giving your old mom a hug?" Tearior chuckled and gathered
her mother into a strong embrace. They pulled hack the embrace and Cyrene
smiled, Xena did in return. "Why don't you go fiywur friend" Xena nodded her
head.

"Thanks Mother" Cyrene nodded her head and watthreed/arrior ascend the stairs



to the rooms above. Xena saw the door to her adhra jar. She pushed open the
door and spotted her soulmate over by an old dreGsdrielle turned around at the
sound of the door creaking.

"Hey" Xena smiled at the welcome and stepped ugledke bard. "This is cute”
Xena shifted her eyes to where the bard pointedrelaropped up on the dresser is an
old ragged dollOh gods.That was the first thing to come to the warriamnigd.

"Gods, | thought Mother got rid of that thing" Thard chuckled and stared at it. The
doll was defiantly old, worn and a bit dirty. Itdha round head, long blond yarn hair,
small little round feet and small little round hand@hen it had on a dirty white dress
with frills at the end.

"What's her name?" The warrior eyed her soulmatie avserious face. The bard
grinned to her. Xena sighed and reached for thie 8bé lifted the doll up and stared
at it in her large hands. The strong large hand#lygholding the doll as if it were
made of porcelain and could easily break.

"You'll never guess nor believe it" The bard archadceyebrow at Xena. The warrior
looked up from the doll to the other woman.

"Xena?" The warrior grinned to her. "You didn't giou?" The tall woman chuckled
and carefully placed the doll back down on the skesvith such care and love.

"l did, that's one reason I've always loved younea

"Oh gods" Gabrielle then sighed dramatically affee said that. She then looked back
to Xena. "How old were you?" Xena considered théatoshe reflected.

"I think | was about...five falls old then" Emeralges looked from Xena to the doll
on the dresser. Its blond hair hung a little bel®r shoulders, small bangs in the
front. The doll had two small black buttons for gya black smile stitched in.
Gabrielle was actually amazed at how well it washape.

"You know | never took good care of my dolls likest' The warrior smiled at the
doll.

"Yeah, | was protective over her for some reasoefiatook a deep breath. "Toris use
to love taking her from me"

"Oh boy bet that was a bad scene every time" Tteraloman chuckled then
responded back.

"Yeah it was"

"Those two always got into a lot of little messBgith women turned around at the
familiar voice by the door. Gabrielle smiled at @ye, as did Xena.

"I'd love to hear some Cyrene" The tavern owngostd more into the room.

"I will enjoy ever minute of telling them to you setie" Xena groaned to herself and
Gabrielle grinned up at her soulmate.

"Mother" Cyrene looked to her daughter.



"Dear, you'll survive" Xena shook her head at meirlsing mother. Cyrene then
looked to Gabrielle. "l hear you're telling stortesse days Gabrielle"” The bard
sighed.

"Sort of...who told you?" The tavern keeper smiled egplied back.

"Well I've heard many things of you from other katlat drop in here. They all seem
to know of you, always saying marvelous things alyou honey. Then Toris stopped
in a while back told me he met you as well" Thedaintly turned red and Xena was
enjoying the sight.

"Um well, yeah | haven't been telling many stofasly"
"Why is that dear?" Gabrielle shrugged her shoslded retorted.
"Been a bit to busy for that" The warrior then mipe to help her soulmate.

"Gabrielle was considering on telling a few stotese at the tavern. But she's not
sure just yet" Cyrene looked back to Gabrielle fidema.

"Well if you feel up to divulging a story about adventure hun you're more then
welcomed too" Gabrielle nodded her head.

"Thank you"

"Well I think I'm going to leave you two alone agal need to prepare for tonight's
customers" With that Cyrene left the room to letheesoulmates alone. Xena looked
down to her soulmate.

"You sure you don't want to stay in here with m&2brielle turned to look at her
partner.

"I'd love to stay in here with you but | don't waour mom thinking anything of it"
The warrior nodded and sighed.

"The sooner we tell her the better" Gabrielle chhedk"Hey, I'm going to go take care
of Argo" Gabirielle looked up.

"Okay I'll wait here for you" Xena nodded her heau went out the door, closing it
behind her. The bard turned her head to look asithiéng old doll. She stared at it
for a moment then a small smile slipped onto hg. IGabrielle then went to sit on
Xena's old huge size bed. Gabrielle was ratherisegbabout how big the bed is,
even if Xena was tall when she was young. Sheeshtti lie down on the side of the
bed and crossed her legs at her ankles. Thenmsrame up to cross under her
head. She closed her eyes for a moment and Ieninerdrifted to random thoughts
and images.
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The tall warrior climbed the stairs. She hadn'tested to take that long to stall up
Argo. But then again she wasn't expecting to bump the Constable of Amphipolis.
At first he was a bit cold towards Xena, but Xeeptdrying to talk normally to him.
Eventually he loosened up and they smiled to edwoér an the end. Xena had to grin
at that, it'd be useful later on.



She came to the end of the small hall and reach#ttdoorknob. She slowly opened
the door and spotted her soulmate on the bed. Gletsieyes are closed, her chest
rising and falling at a slow pace, her body relaxdte warrior grinned to herself she
then moved quietly over to the other side of the, Isbe unhooked her sword and
chakram, placing them on the table by a small windbe bard's staff leaning near
the window. Xena crawled gently into the bed and/@donext to Gabrielle.

Gabrielle slightly awoke from the familiar body cimg against her. The bard moved
her head to rest on top of Xena's shoulder and Xemaght her hand down to rest on
Gabrielle's side lightly.

"How's Argo?" Xena smiled some and replied to tfeggy voice.
"She's happy" The bard nodded just a little bito 'léack to sleep”
"l should go to my own room"

"No you're fine" Adding on, Xena squeeze her soténfiar a second then loosen her
hold again.

"Sleep well Xen" The warrior smiled and kissed Galle on the forehead.

"You too Love" Gabrielle smiled a little then sliggbback into her dream state. Xena
soon followed her.

~F ok Kh

The door creaked open a smidge. Cyrene poked hériheWhat she found was her
daughter in the center of the bed and resting bdsd was Gabrielle, the bard's head
on Xena's left shoulder. Xena's hand lightly plasedhe bard's side, their eyes
closed. Cyrene smiled at the sight.

"I'm awake" Blue eyes opened and looked to theaeplkr. Cyrene smiled to her
daughter. She then slowly creeped into the roommaonked the side of the bed Xena
was closes to. Pulling out a chair she sat downa@wiced to Xena.

"How did you sleep dear?"
"Pretty well. How long we've been asleep?"

"It's almost sunset now, crowd will show up soon.I'S say you both have slept a
good two candlemarks or so" The warrior noddechiead.

"To much in my opinion"

"Mmm she looks pretty tuckered out" Xena lookedttorielle, staring at her for a
moment, she turned her eyes back to Cyrene.

"Yeah it's been a rough couple of weeks on her"takiern owner nodded her head.
"She sleeps hard too" The warrior grinned.

"I heard that" Xena chuckled and felt Gabrielld nolher arm. Gabrielle propped
herself up on one elbow and looked to Cyrene, yxes still sleepy looking.

"She sleeps hard till you talk about her" Emeraieisdooked down to Xena.



"Don't even start" The warrior devilishly grinneéglyrene watching the whole
exchange.

"So you both of you up for supper tonight?" Immeelyathe bard looked back up.
"I'd love some" Cyrene smiled and stood up.

"Wonderful, both of you come down when you're reddetter head down, it'll be
busy" Cyrene then drifted to out of the room clgdine door once she left.
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Gabrielle moved to sit at a stool of the bar. Cgrandded to some man then moved
down the bar to Gabrielle.

"Hey sweetie, where's the other one?" The bardesimil

"She'll be down in a sec” Cyrene nodded her headaifress then walked around to
the back of the bar with Cyrene.

"Saada, come here dear" The waitress stopped manithgame to stand beside
Cyrene. "Saada, | want you to meet Gabrielle, shbard and my daughter's friend"
The barmaid smiled and held out her hand to GaériEhe Amazon Queen took the
offered hand and briskly shook it.

"Nice to meet you Saada" The barmaid smiled angoreded back.
"Nice to meet a bard in these parts"

"Saada has been here in Amphipolis all her life;ssh great help here" Gabrielle
smiled to the tall barmaid. Her ear length hairddown, it was brown. Her eyes are
a hazel that had dullness to them but are kind.

"Well excuse me Gabirielle, | have many customem@jriglle nodded her head to
Saada and the barmaid shuffled off to take caleeptables. The bard then heard
familiar footfall from the stairs and she spottent Boulmate coming down. Gabrielle
quickly noticed the fact Xena didn't have her swar@hakram. She guessed it
because of her mother's rule of no weapons. Gabkieew her soulmate was
respecting Cyrene with this small task.

"Hey you" Xena smiled and replied back, she satup stool.
"Hi" Cyrene looked to the two soulmates with a wasmile.
"So, what could you two go for?" Gabrielle smiled.

"What you making Cyrene?"

"Anything your heart desires honey" The bard chedldnd looked to Xena. The
warrior grinned to her soulmate. Gabrielle lookegdlto the smiling Cyrene. The
innkeeper quickly took notice to something not guight with the small bard.
Something in those green eyes didn't seem right.

"Have any chicken?" The innkeeper nodded her head.

"We certainly do as a matter of fact | had someimased in honey, the special” The



bard grinned, she knew this was perfect. Her saidiaveak spot between the
chicken and honey.

"That'll be great" Cyrene looked to Xena.
"Both?" The warrior nodded her head. "Drinks?"

"l could go for some port" Cyrene nodded her héaah tooked to Gabrielle for her
response.

"Apple cider will do me fine" The innkeeper noddset head. She then went into a
back door behind the bar.

"You slept well huh?" Gabrielle nodded her head.

"l did, | can't believe how tired | am" Xena proppgp one arm onto the bar and
looked to her soulmate.

"l can, to much has been going on" Gabrielle tuimexdhead to look at Xena.
"l suppose" A pause. "lts relaxing here" The warsimiled.

"Yeah, Mother has a way of doing those sort ofghinGabrielle smiled and Cyrene
came out of the back room with two mugs. One sheqal beside Xena and the other
in front of the small blond.

"You know Gabirielle, if you don't have to sleephat other room if you wouldn't
like" The Amazon Queen looked up from the mug toe@g. The innkeeper smiled
and continued. "I know how nice it is to have soowbbeside you to protect you"
Gabrielle smiled deeply.

"Thanks Cyrene" The bard took a deep breath. ‘thtiser nice to have a something
beside you in the dark" Cyrene chuckled a little.

"Yes well I'd say you have a rather large sometlinage sweetie" A bell then
sounded. "Oppose, excuse me" Cyrene then disagpednehe back room. The
innkeeper then leaned out of the door and yelle®&ada, the barmaid quickly
walking into the back room. Both soulmates guessedbe the kitchen. The tavern
was filled with the hustle and bustle of people mgytalking, plates clattering and
mugs slamming onto tables. Gabrielle turned ardarske that about three quarters of
the tables were filled with people, Xena herselfcdna looked behind too.

"Busy huh?" The warrior nodded her head in agre¢men

"Its good to see" The bard also nodded her headhengair turned back around. As
soon as they did Cyrene come over to them behmbah with two plates. She placed
down the two plates, one in front of each of thelmates.

"Enjoy" The bard smiled as did Xena and they wadche Cyrene disappeared down
the bar to help somebody. Xena started eatingthiest the bard did as well. The
chicken was perfectly cooked, the honey taste pargect zang to it that the
soulmates thoroughly enjoyed. Beside the chickemagparagus and mashed
potatoes. The pair ate slowly knowing they werearrush to get anywhere or do
anything. Once they were done Cyrene reappeard&dangtin. "Ha, you both seemed



to take a liking to that" Gabrielle quickly respe@alto that.

"It was great Cyrene, | just wish your daughterldqaick up on the cooking" Beside
the bard, the large form began to chuckle and @yleoked to Xena with a grin.

"Gabrielle | suppose | could teach her a few thibde you're both here”
Immediately the warrior stopped laughing and arcreéyebrow at her mother.

"Il end up catching your tavern on fire Motheraielle cut in then.

"Actually I'd love to learn a few recipes myselfr€ge. The same old thing on the
road is getting a bit boring" The tavern owner ledlkack to Gabrielle with a smile.

"Alright dear, it's a deal then"

"Mother?" Cyrene looked to her daughter. "Do yopgen to have any nutbread?"
Cyrene caught out of the corner of her eyes thé'®ayes widening and her face
brightening up.

"l believe so, let me go look" Cyrene padded offlbmto the kitchen with the two
empty plates and used silverware. Within a few theats she came back out with
two smaller plates with nutbread contained on th@abrielle broke off a piece of the
nutbread once Cyrene placed down the plates. Titepogped the tid bit into her
mouth. She sighed contently. Xena watched theestitite and smiled deeply.

Cyrene watched the two soulmates. The innkeepewv kinere was more here then
meets the eye. Knew that the glow to the pair wasst over nutbread or having a
visit when they first stepped into the tavern. @gr&new what this glow was from,
her own past years experience telling her.

"Cyrene, does this have cinnamon in it?" The tawsvner brightly smiled and
replied back.

"It does dear, you like?" The bard then retortecklas she broke another piece off.

"I never tried it with cinnamon, taste even bettdike things with a bit of...spiciness
to them" The warrior raised an eyebrow at her gaidrend words. Gabrielle looked
to Xena and rather rapidly began to blush to hetstadCyrene grinned and patted the
bard's hand and shuffled off.

"Spiciness huh?" Gabrielle groaned at Xena's words.

"Oh and like you don't go for things with...honeytthem?" Xena almost choked on
her nutbread. She swallowed it down then took a gtibort. She coughed for a
second then eyed her bard.

"l can't say | don't" The Amazon Queen grinned &edt on eating.
"You know we're never going to last"
"Mmm?"

"Well you know, hiding us" Xena grinned some arelthie last bit of her nutbread.
She then took a sip of her port and gently plabedwug back down on the table.



"Who said | wanted to?" A brown eyebrow went upha&twarrior's question.

The night faded on. It was a quiet evening in tlag wf no fights. Cyrene, Saada, and
the kitchen were rather busy filling orders and mgleverybody happy. Xena and
Gabrielle didn't stay all the night. After they hadshed the nutbread, the pair left the
bar and went to sit at a table. They talked forifendioout anything and everything.

"Xena | can't believe you've been there and yoenwld me this" The warrior
grinned and placed the mug back down on the table.

"l have"
"Gods, I'd love to go to Egypt" Xena smiled.
"Well | wasn't there for long"

"How long?" The warrior shrugged her shoulders. &idback in the seat and let the
chair lean against the wall.

"It was about two days if | remember. We had ta jestock the boat then get out of
there. The Romans ran Egypt...still do" Gabrielledextiher head.

"What was it like there?" The warrior smiled anttéxd her hands on her lap.

"The pyramids were incredible and the people indEgyess completely different”
Gabrielle nodded her head, facial expression in dle warrior loved this about her
soulmate, Gabrielle could become so captivatedtabmgs the warrior had done.

"I've heard the pyramids are something to be halgause. "You think we could go
there sometime Xena?" Xena sighed.

"It depends on the Romans Gabrielle" The bard's dyiéed to the floor briefly then
looked back up.

"Forgot about that, especially after what just reaa huh?" Xena nodded her head
in agreement.

"Well maybe Egypt will take back its rightful lan@ihey're a strong bunch" Gabrielle
nodded her head and smiled some. The warrior ribtiea the crowd was slowly
depleting out the door. The older woman leaned &odvand the chair went down
with a bang and Gabrielle turned her head to X#&reel like hitting the sack?"
Gabrielle stretched in the seat then nodded. Theigy#rincess caught the tiredness
in her soulmate's eyes. Cyrene then padded ovbetpair.

"Both you dears going to bed?" Xena nodded her.head

"Yeah, sort of late" Cyrene nodded her head anchezhdown on the table and lifted
up Xena's empty mug.

"Well you two both sleep well" With that the taveswner shifted closer to Xena and
placed a light kiss to Xena's forehead. The wasmiled and Cyrene smiled back.
She then moved to the bard and also placed a des$léo Gabrielle's forehead.
"Good night" Cyrene turned to leave and Gabriedliéed back.

"Night Cyrene and thank you" The tavern owner tdrher head back with a smile



and wink. She vanished back into the kitchen. X&oad up then the bard did. They
both made their way to the stairs then climbed them

Once they were upstairs, the pair both slippedangbift. Xena in own of her own
and Gabrielle took the other one of Xena's. Theiaachuckled at that. Once they
changed they both mingled into the bed as sooreas Xlew out the candles in the
room. The bard snuggled into Xena's body and sigh&slr mom is right?"

"About what?"

"Its nice having something protecting you in thekdaena grinned and placed a
gently kiss to the bard's lips. They soon fell egle

~*Part 2*~

The sun slowly crept in through the window and sHion a dark warrior's form.
Xena felt the warmth of the sun on her body anttesha little. Gabrielle moaned
from the shifting and wrapped her arms more tigatlyund Xena to keep her from
moving. The warrior smiled to herself and openeddyes to stare across her
bedroom.

"Gods | love spiciness" Xena broke out laughing tredbard lifted her head up from
Xena's chest. The warrior stopped herself fromhaggat her soulmate's words and
looked down to the bard.

"Morning" Gabrielle smiled and replied back.

"Morning yourself" The bard dropped her head bado{ena's shoulder and took a
deep breath. The warrior's spice scent fillinglbags.

"Gabrielle?"
"Hmm"

"I think I'm going to go visit Lyceus" The smalleoman lifted her head up again to
looked into deep blue eyes.

"Would you like me to come with you?" Gabrielle theropped up her elbow to
support her head as she stared into just fainsiadt blue eyes. The bard watched as
they lost their shadowing.

"Yeah...I'll always need you with me" After that Xesmiled and so did Gabrielle.
The bard leaned in to capture her soulmate'stipsgentle kiss. Once they pulled
back Gabrielle replied.

"Same here" The warrior smiled and still felt sooh¢he slight tension in the air. So
she grabbed her bard's waist and lifted her. "Y@&abrielle soon found herself laying
on top of Xena's body looking into electric bluegy'lts windy" The warrior looked
out the window as the pair both listened. They thélae wind howl then and some
wood shake.

"Mmm it is"

"Bad hair days then" Amused eyes averted to lodkaddrielle again.



"Bad hair days?" The bard began to chuckle angkuwed her face into Xena's chest.
She looked back up and tempted to explain herself.

"Yeah you know, all the wind just messes your bait Xena arched an eyebrow and
grinned to her soulmate.

"Can brush it" Gabrielle groaned and dropped ttle sef her head on Xena's chest.

"Never mind!" The warrior chuckled some and reacloedhe bard's head. She gently
lifted the bard's head up and stared into dazzigwg spring eyes.

"l knew what you meant" The bard grinned.

"Thanks" The warrior brought her head up and kiskedard deeply. As soon as the
kiss ended somebody rapped on the door. "Hades'|€Halmjuickly rolled off her
soulmate and onto the bed the covers coming withXena broke out into laughter,
the door creaking open and Cyrene coming in. Thertekeeper placed her hands on
her hips and stared at the laughing warrior arardly blushing bard. Xena took a
deep breath and calmed down. She sat up in tharmedmiled to her mother.

"Good morning dear" Gabrielle took a deep breathsat up as well and looked to
Cyrene.

"Morning Cyrene"

"Morning to you too sweetie" Cyrene dropped herdsainom her hips. "How'd you
two sleep?" Xena responded to that.

"Pretty well" Cyrene nodded her head then she ldakeSabrielle.

"Dear don't you share the covers with my daughteo?'what seemed liked the
hundredth time the bard blushed to her roots aogpd her head some. She looked
back up to Cyrene. Gabrielle knew her soulmatethatdsmirk on her lips.

"Um...well...its...sort of hard to explain” The warridrdn cut in to help her
soulmate.

"Mother, normally | take all the covers...so she yess$ getting me back" Cyrene
nodded her head and crossed her arms againstdsdr ch

"If you say so" She took a breath. "Well | camehape to wonder when you two
sleepy heads were going tuh come down for breakfast

"We'll be down in a few Mother" The innkeeper nodider head to Xena's answer.
"Wonderful" Cyrene then left the room, door clossdhind.

"Oh gods" Xena looked to her bard. Gabrielle lootedena. "Xena, | feel like some
kid that got caught stealing out of the candy j@re warrior grinned then chuckled a
little.

"That's Mother for you" A smile. "She means welllgsielle nodded her head.

"She better stop coming up here if she knows wigatsl for her" The warrior arched
an eyebrow at the bard.



"Solari is right" A curious expression overtook thexd's face.
"About what?" Xena stood up out of the bed.

"About me rubbing off on you"

~F kK

Xena's boot lightly boomed on the steps then shidifloor of the tavern. She
spotted her mother coming out of the kitchen, aagwn over her left shoulder.

"Hey dear" The warrior smiled and went to sit ost@ol at the end of the bar.
llHiII

"Gabrielle coming?" Xena nodded her head and Cybeoeght her hands up on the
counter. She went serious. Xena stiffened up. "Xeishe okay?" The warrior
crossed her arms against her chest.

"Yes she's fine" Cyrene sighed and crossed her agaisist her chest.

"Xena, | can tell something is wrong with Gabrigltés in her eyes. Your old Ma
notices these sort of things" Xena sighed and drdyer arms to the bar. "Xena,
what's happened to her?" Xena looked up from théddaer mother. Cyrene reached
out with her right hand placing it on the warriarfsses arm.

"Gabrielle's home was destroyed about three wegiSNobody said anything,
Cyrene stared into Xena's eyes. The innkeeperaatdep breath then responded.

"Her family?"
"Everybody was killed" Cyrene dropped her eyesafonoment then looked back up.
"How's she taking it?" The warrior closed her eyrsfly then reopened them.

"She's doing okay with it. Her nightmares have besttling" Cyrene nodded her
head.

"That's why you came huh?" Xena nodded her head.

"Yes, she needs time to relax and | know how campAipolis can be" Xena's
mother slightly smiled.

"Glad you brought her" Xena sighed. Boots couldheard and Gabrielle appeared
from upstairs. Cyrene squeezed Xena's arm theasedt. "Was wondering when
you'd show up little one" The bard chuckled and etbio sit beside Xena. "Breakfast
is coming up"

"You two stay warm"

"Mother" Cyrene smiled to her daughter as the wapulled on her heavy cloak.
Xena looked to her bard and then shifted to helpriéke settle her own cloak on.
Cyrene stepped up close to Gabrielle the bard drtoléer.

"Lovely cloak" Gabrielle smiled and pulled at thalar to straighten it out.



"Thanks, Xena picked it out" Cyrene looked to Xernth an arched eyebrow.
"Really?" Xena sighed and shook her head.
"Mother"

"Sorry dear, never thought you went in for stylelb@elle chuckled at the innkeepers
words.

"Only if its leathers Cyrene" Cyrene looked to Galte.

"Very true sweetie" She smiled to the pair. "Besfarout there huh? It's a pretty
blustery day out" The warrior sighed.

"We'll be fine Mother" Cyrene nodded her head.

"I know, just like to make sure that's all" Gableethuckled and shifted her grip on
her staff some. "Now then you to better go" Andwtitat Xena began to make her
way to the door followed by the bard.

"Bye Mother"
"Bye Cyrene"

"Toodles dears" The door to the tavern open andahénates stepped through. At
once the wind engulfed them.

"Bad hair day huh?" Gabrielle rolled her eyes atdagtner's words.

"Funny watrrior. You lead the way" The warrior noddend Xena walked ahead,
Gabrielle beside her. They walked behind the tagadhinto the woods that soon
followed. Xena followed a marked path and they wantund and through trees and
brush. With a few they came to a gray stone bujldiena stepped up to the door of
the tomb and pushed hard it slowly budged openri€ibjoined in and the door
began to open faster. Once it was wide open thespepped in to a dark and bit musk
room.

"Stay here" Gabrielle nodded, not able to see miilsh.warrior moved ahead in the
cold dark building and went deeper inside. Shedielihg the wall then felt a torch.
She bent down to the ground and felt two flint sarShe lifted them to the torch and
cracked them together. The torch set on fire aightans the room some. Gabrielle
stepped in and watched as Xena lifted the torcangpmoved to another one on the
opposite side of the wall. Within a few heartbeétsa had lit four torches.

There centered in the small room is a stone co¥fena shifted to the coffin and
dropped her hands to the lid. Gabrielle came todskeeside her soulmate after
depositing her staff against the wall of the toi®be too stared down at the stone
coffin. With her close arm, the smaller woman wreghper arm around Xena's waist.
The warrior smiled and dropped her right arm ofrerliard's shoulders.

"How old was he?" A lump entered the warrior's #tro

"He was about sixteen summers old" Gabrielle nodwdead. "He was too young"
The bard looked up to her soulmate then back taaffen.



"But he choose his path Xena" A tear trickled datewarrior's face.
"No, | should have stopped him"

"I don't think you could have Xena" Xena looked dote her soulmate in question.
Gabrielle looked up. "He sounded to determinedetbyyour side" A pause. "l know
that feeling" Xena nodded her head and looked batke coffin.

"You've always reminded me a lot of him"

"Yeah?" Xena nodded her head. "Like what exactKé¥a took a deep breath then
responded.

"Well defiantly the determination, his smile" Sheglan to choke up but went on. "His
loyalty, he was always bright and talkative. WeaJs/had a lot of laughs" Gabrielle
nodded her head and listened. "Always doing thtogsther" Xena chuckled a little.
"He has those same green shade of eyes, excegta@umore deep then his were.
Then for some reason he never had a problem witbtropg side. He admired it,
supported it...understood it"

"He sounds like a nice guy"

"He was" Gabirielle turned to Xena and grasped »deét' hand and intertwined their
fingers. Gabrielle then wrapped her free arm arodeica’'s waist and Xena brought
her right arm back around to Gabrielle's back. Timertwined hands fell down by
their side. Xena dropped her head on top of hdnsate's head and stared at the
coffin. Tears began to trail down Xena's cheeks@abrielle hugged her tall
soulmate tightly.

A few trickles of tears streaked down Gabriellasef. She cried too, knowing what
her soulmate felt, cried over a man that this warldsed out on, she cried for her
soulmate.

Xena closed her eyes and took a deep breath. G@lghséns out and released her
small soulmate, Gabrielle releasing her. Xena 8tefted closer to the coffin and bent
down. She placed a kiss to the head of the lid sti@ghtens back up. Turning to
Gabrielle she slightly smiles.

"You ready?" Xena nodded her head and reached &émwhe bard's hand. They
fingers lacing together again. "The torches?"

"Leave them" The bard nodded her head snaggeddfeof the wall and the pair left
the tomb of Lyceus. The soulmates slowly walkeckliadhe tavern through the
woods, the wind still howling as they went. Onceytlpotted the tavern ahead Xena
stopped in her tracks, Gabrielle as well. "Why tigou go in. | think I'm going to go
take Argo for a ride" Gabrielle nodded her head.

"You sure, it's pretty cold" The warrior smiled.

"Yeah, I'll be fine" Gabrielle went in for a hugdathe pair held each other for a few
moments. Once they broke apart Gabrielle smiletbufena. "Thanks" A lopsided
smile creased the smaller woman's lips.

"I love you Xena" Xena melted at that instant M«ax on a burning candle. The older



woman bent forward and whispered back in all ofviel.

"l love you too" Gabrielle smiled and went up om hptoes to kiss her soulmate.
Xena brought her hands to the bard's waist to stipyeo. They both felt like they
were in a dream. The wind whipped by, the leavetling and flowing along the
stream of wind. The leaves flew by the kissing s@iks while their hair was picked
up in the air. The cold chill to the air caressetha soulmate's spirits as the smell of
winter masked the air around.

They slowly pulled back, still smiling. Then theip@ade their way into the town
beside each other.

~*Part 3*~

The door slammed hard and Cyrene poked her heaaf the kitchen door.
"Where's Xena dear?" Gabrielle looked up to theimés mother.

"She went to take Argo for a ride" Cyrene noddexhtktepped out of the doorway.

"Well I'm almost finished up here sweetie. Why dgou and | take a little walk.
Show you around Amphipolis a little" The bard btghup some.

"I'd love that. But | need to run up stairs andsdmething quick”

"Go on right ahead, I'll be done in a sec" Galwialbdded, the innkeeper went back in
the kitchen and Gabrielle went up stairs. She sepmto the room and went to her
satchel, her staff finding a spot against the witlle removed a scroll and her quill.
She went to the table and stared at the scrod fooment. The quill is being chew on
a little. Her face brightens up and she began tewomething on the bottom of the
scroll. Gabrielle dropped the quill and carefutlye off the end of the scroll, folded it
twice. She then wrot&enaon the front and placed the small bit of scrojppgraon the
center of the now made bed. The scroll and quitewsdaced back in their home and
Gabrielle headed out the door without her staffoioce.

Cyrene stood at the bottom of the steps, a brownl@ak on, her hands on her hips.
"Thought I'd have to go on up there and get youeti@eGabrielle smiled.

"Sorry"

"No harm done huh? Let's go" The two women heade¢dfathe tavern and into the
windy cold day.

~F ok k

A short gray haired man looked up from his des& tal female entered into his
office.

"Hello Xena" Xena smiled to the Constable some.
"How are you today Ferus?"

"Fine, what brings you to my office Xena?" The msardice was hard, but he was
calmer then last night.

"I was hoping | could get a favor out of you" TherfStable crossed his arms against



his chest.

"That depends on what it is Xena. You know youilersot fully excepted back here
in Amphipolis"

"I know, but | was hoping you'd hear me out"

"Go on then"
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"So where did you and Xena come from?" Gabrielt&kéal to the older woman.
"Well we left the Amazon Nation then came rightdieCyrene nodded her head.

"Which one is that?" The pair made their way todpposite side of town, both of
them tightly bundled up against the cold.

"It's the one about north-east of here"
"So how do you know them?" Gabrielle looked ahdmdugh the town.

"We have a few friends there we made along timé @goene nodded her head again
and looked to her right. She nodded to a buildifigooher right. A sign on top read
Fine AccessoriesGabrielle smiled at the sign and the pair steppside of the
building.

"Amazon friends huh? How did you two run in to tli&rThe bard looked around in
the shop and quickly realized what kind of a shiapas. Nothing but jewelry.

"Wow!" Cyrene smiled and Gabrielle looked back &.HOh sorry, we just came
through their territory one day and helped thermfigetting into a war" The
innkeeper simply nodded her head and they went moen older man stepped out
into the store.

"Hello ladies" He spotted Cyrene. "Well how are yeyrene? Haven't seen you in
here for a while" Xena's mother smiled and steppgetb the man.

"Quite well, how goes your days hun?"
"Pretty well, been selling quite a bit" He thenked to Gabrielle. Cyrene smiled.

"Oh gods excuse me. Potestas this is my daugbestdriend Gabrielle” The man
smiled and shook Gabrielle's hand.

"Ah yes you're the bard from Poteidaia if I'm nastaken" Gabrielle nodded her
head. Cyrene watched as Gabrielle's smile dropfedwhat brings you to these parts
Gabrielle?"

"Um Xena and | are visiting, taking some time dffie storeowner nodded his head.

"That's great. How is Xena? Haven't talked to tre in ages" Gabrielle began to
smile again.

"She's quite well" Potestas nodded at Gabriellessvar.

"Gabrielle, Potestas has some of the best jewelayl iof Greece” The bard looked to



Cyrene.

"Yes | do as a matter of fact” The Amazon Queekdodback to the man. "l have
great connections all through the known world tofge jewelry. Not to mention the
fact | do engraving, not to many jewelers can ddhsathing” The small bard smiled.

"That's what I've heard, hard to find a place ta#s engraving” The storeowner
brighten up.

"Yes well if you ever need any done, you know whergo" Gabrielle chuckled with
a smile.

"l do, thank you" Cyrene then piped in.

"Well Potestas, Gabrielle and | must be off. I'mwsing her around Amphipolis" The
man nodded his head.

"Ah well, I'm sure you'll take her to the writingap huh?" Cyrene smiled.
"Oh course" Potestas chuckled and watched as théatlies left the store.
"Bye!" The two females waved and disappeared oth@toor.

"Nice guy"

"He is. If you ever need a good deal on jewelryeBtas is the one to see Gabrielle.
He's a very reasonable man and he's always lovddmily" The bard smiled at that.
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"Well I'll consider it Xena. You do have a slim clta not by my word but by this
village's" The warrior nodded her head to Ferus.

"l know, but please consider it" Ferus stood upnfias seat.

"I will, I'll discuss it with the other members thfe council. | do see a change in you
Xena, that is something I'm happy to see" The warrodded with a small smile.
"But this village still dwells deeply on the paist] take a lot to convince them"

"Yes it will. Thank you for your help Ferus" The &table nodded his head with a
smile.

"You're welcome, have a good day" Xena nodded aowkohto the door to leave.
"Xena?" The warrior turned her head back to thestabie. "It's good to see you
back" Xena smiled.

"Thanks. Have a good one" Ferus nodded and satdmaek in his chair once Xena
left. The warrior stepped out of the building aftéysing the door. Then she walked
back to the tavern. Once inside she went upstingt old room, the door swinging
open. She moved into the room and quickly spottpigee of parchment on the head
of the bed, her name on it. The warrior walked adbthe bed and sat on the edge.
She reached over and collected the small papesrihdnd. Opening it she read it;

Emotions, Feelings, Desire, Hope, Love, Passionealblve around you.

The warrior grinned at that. She folded the smafigy back up and went to the



saddlebag. She pulled out a small pouch that guedaan article. Xena slipped the
paper inside of the pouch then she went to hensatels scroll satchel. She dug
through it and found the ripped scroll from earti®en the quill. Sitting back on the
bed Xena reflected. Then grinning, the quill goioaghe paper. Xena quickly wrote
down what she wanted, folded the slip of parchnttegit she tour off the scroll. She
then wrote her soulmate's name onto the paper.

The warrior stared at the piece of paper for a nmijshe then stood up from the bed
with the torn scroll, quill and small bit of pap&alking over to her old dresser, the
warrior grinned at her old ragged doll. Xena lifte@ small paper up and placed it in
the lap of the doll. Then with her free hand, tb# das turned gently a little to face
the door of the room. Xena grinned to herself t@ved back to her bard's satchel
and placed the scroll and quill back inside.

Adjusting her cloak, she walked out of the room daan stairs. The warrior then
made her way to the stables of the tavern's. Iside waited for her owner. Xena
began to tack up the war-horse.
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The bard's small hands went down to lift up thegroparchment from the basket of
scrolls. She always loved that feel. For her imatyom it held such power those
scrolls. Gabrielle sighed then placed the scratklown in the basket. She looked to
Cyrene beside her with a smile.

"This is a nice store" The innkeeper smiled back.

"It is sweetie, well supplied" The bard nodded gneement. The pair had walked into
a store called’he Writing Cornerlt was easy to assume the use of this store. Once
they had walked in, they quickly found the shop emousy helping a few customers,
so the two females wondered around in the shopri€lgbwvas happy to see that she
could stock up on scrolls anytime she wanted tdenthi Amphipolis. "Would you

like to see the view of Amphipolis?" Emerald eyiéiedl up to Cyrene again.

"I'd love to"

"Wonderful, let's go dear" The bard nodded, Cyram@ Gabrielle made their way out
of the store and into the wind. The two women vadra brisk walk, their heads down
a little against the cool wind. Cyrene gazed upde the small ridge that hung over
Amphipolis, they made their way to it. The paindiied around the ridge then walked
out into it. Their eyes looked down on the town.

For the first time Gabrielle actually knew how lar§mphipolis was, and that was
large for a town. The bard's mind began to fillwite memories of the last time she
came to the town. The time she saved her soulmate detting pelted by stones. She
sighed, that seemed like so long ago, it was.

Cyrene looked from the view to her daughter's ftiéiabrielle?" The bard looked to
Cyrene, her expression spoke of tiredness, weary.

"Yes?" Cyrene crossed her arms against her clugsfing her cloak closer against her
body.

"l was noticing while we were in Potestas' shopsibeke of Poteidaia. You had a



solemn look. | was just curious as to why?" Galwistared at Cyrene for a moment,
then looked to the town again. Time passed, thieeigper didn't think the bard would
answer. Now it was Gabrielle who crossed her amgasmat her chest, but it looked
more in a protective way. The small bard took gpdaeath and slowly released it,
her eyes still fixed on Amphipolis, and she spaka pain tone.

"Poteidaia...is...gone Cyrene" The innkeeper noddedhbad, she looked to
Gabrielle then back to the town.

"How did it happen sweetie?" The small blond bliiker a moment, her chest
tighten. She took a breath then responded.

"An Amazon that was of the Nation destroyed it"

"Why may | ask?" A few tears trickled down Gabme&dlcheeks, she looked down to
the ground below her feet. Looking back up she l@answered.

"The Amazon, Velasca, was suppose to be Queeaklthe caste from her and she
became a god in the process. Xena and | trapped hgpit but she escaped with
Ares' help. After that..." More tears came down thedts cheek, but she held back
the tidal wave. "After that she went looking for mEventually she went to...
Poteidaia and burned everything...and everybody"rigaki deep breath, she sniffed,
her last words just rasped out. "Nothing was leftergbody killed" Cyrene closed
her eyes at that image, she couldn't believe ierdm her brown eyes again, Cyrene
looked to the bard.

Gabrielle had her back straight, a tear here ame ttrawling down her cheeks. Her
arms tightly wrapped around herself, expressionysatiard at the same time. Xena's
mother moved to Gabrielle and pulled her in foug.hiThe Amazon Queen quickly
responded and wrapped her arms tightly around @ytear face going into the tavern
owner's shoulder. Neither of them said anythinthag hugged for a while. They
pulled back after a number of minutes. Cyrene ssuwtijed to the bard.

"Gabrielle, I'm glad you came here" The small woraamled to Cyrene, her eyes
tinted with redness.

"Thanks. Finally get sometime to rest" The innkeeplded her head in agreement.

"You need time sweetie. I'm sorry you lost your leboavn and family, | know that's
hard. And this is coming from a woman whom lost inesband and youngest son. If
you ever need somebody to talk to or cry with llmags free" The bard sadly smiled.

"Thank you" Gabrielle paused. "That means a loh& Xena has been trying her best
to help" Cyrene quickly responded in a strong tone.

"I'd hope my daughter was helping you. But knowtimgt daughter of mine she's been
real helpful" Gabrielle nodded at that. Cyrene sohéind reached up with both hands,
her worn hands going to the bard's shouldersha sigueeze. "Gabrielle, please
remember sweetie that you're apart of my family taash you'd had been one of my
daughters with Xena. Either way, I'm happy youagart of my life and more so of
Xena's. Always remember that Amphipolis is mucly@ag home as Poteidaia is"
Gabrielle nodded with a smile, her eyes not asesadd

"Thank you Cyrene" A corked smile crossed the oldeman's lips. The innkeeper



squeezed Gabrielle's shoulder again for a bri¢hins

"And sweetie, don't call me Cyrene. | prefer MotbeMom" The bard's smile
brightens even more.

"Okay...Mom" Cyrene then pulls the other woman intigat embrace.
~*Part 4*~

Xena pulls the mare's reins back, the horse comastop. The warrior stares down
at the ground, her sapphire eyes narrow at songetKiena makes a clicking noise
and Argo follows her keeper's direction to movenvard a little. Argo comes to a halt
and Xena leans to her right and stares down ajrthend.

There on the ground are numerous hoof prints madethe ground. It was easy to
guestimate around twenty to twenty-five sets.

The tall warrior brought her boots from out of 8tgrups once she straightens back
up in the saddle. Swinging her left leg to the rigilde the warrior landed to the
ground. Xena then begins to walk around the traodscold eyes fixed on them. The
wind continued to howl, her hair blowing in the @irShe then bent down to one
knee, she touched one of the prints.

The dirt was still loose, her eyes narrowed at tGansidering the cold wind, it
should have stiffened the dirt. Otherwise that méaatracks were new.

"Hades" Xena sighed. Her fingertips grazed ovetrheks again, they were deep.
That's when we can naturally guess that the hovees being rode and that they
weren't just wild. The tall form stood back up dret sky blue eyes followed the trail
of the hoof prints. They went through the woods hedded south some. For how far
Xena could not be sure. Her mind began to worloaghtat was south of Amphipolis
other then the sea. Then she quickly rememberedldheave that was not to far
away, rarely used at that.

The warrior glared to the south. She didn't likat tht all, the tracks all lead in the
direction of Amphipolis, directly to the ridge thater looked the town then another
grouping of tracks that go south, which are theles set. Xena walked over to her
mare and hopped up into the saddle. She turned tarfgce Amphipolis again, it was
becoming late afternoon. The Warrior Princess lddke war-horse into a canter and
headed back home.

~F kK

Gabrielle sighed, she opened the door to her ama&'’¥eoom. She sauntered in at a
slow gate. Closing the door the small woman leagainst it, her head resting
against the door. She closed her eyes and took deegebreaths, her images slowly
shifting back to memories once more.

Emerald eyes opened again and gazed around indhe Her forest eyes locked on
something to her right. Gabrielle stood up fromdber and walked over to the
dresser. In the small doll's hands was a piecaxhmentGabrielle written on it.
The bard's eyebrow arched up at it as small hagatshed up to gently remove the
paper from the doll's lap. The parchment piece caasfully open then read.



You opened my heart and brought my shattered sgather.

The bard reads it two times then stares at the sytvelr mind reads it yet a third time.
A warm smile creases Gabrielle's lips. She foldsgiece up again and walks to her
satchel. Her diary is produced and the small woplaces the small paper into the
back of the diary for safekeeping. The diary wanthlaced back into it's home,
Gabrielle straightens her back up and moves tonsihe bed.

Then the door to the bedroom opened, a tall dark frame in.

"Hey" The warrior looked to her soulmate on the, ks smiled to Gabrielle and
replied.

"Hey, how was the walk?" The bard smiled lightly.

"Was nice. Went to the edge of the ridge, Amphipdibig, never realized that"
Xena's back stiffened at the information.

"The ridge?" Gabrielle nodded, her face constrggiiio confusion.

"Why?" The taller woman shifted to stand in frohGabrielle. The warrior's cheeks
were slightly red from the cold wind.

"There might be some problems" The bard's facepirdp
"Problems? What sort of problems?" Xena took a deepth then answered back.
"I think there might be a band of raiders near ®gbrielle groaned.

"How do you know?" Xena brought her arms up to €@gainst her cloak cover
chest.

"Found some fresh horse tracks. Ran from the douthat ridge, then back south
again”

"You sure they weren't just made by a wild groupafses?" The warrior shook her
head.

"I'm sure Gabrielle, they were deep impressions”

"Ridden?" Xena nodded her head to the bard. G&bgtdred at the floor then looked
back up to Xena. "How many Xena?"

"Twenty to twenty-five, good size" The younger wamaok a deep breath, the air
slowly slipping back out between her lips.

"So what are we going to do?" Xena lifted her dyes the wood floor to her
soulmate.

"We're going to stop them" The bard slightly gridra her soulmate.
"Sounds like a plan" The warrior chuckled.

"Come on, let's go down stairs and we'll talk abbutneed to go find the Constable”
Gabrielle nodded then stood up, she began to tkelbak off. She placed it down



onto her bed, Xena waited at the door. The pair thade their way down stairs, once
they reached the bottom of the steps, Xena tuméeért soulmate. "I'm going to go
get Ferus. I'll be back" Gabrielle nodded and theriar quickly strolled out of the
tavern. Gabrielle then looked to the door to thehgn and as if on cue, Cyrene came
right out.

"Where did my daughter go little one?" The bardledi
"She went to go get the Constable” The tavern owrared an eyebrow.
"Why is that sweetie?" The small bard sighed.

"Xena seems to think that there might be a raidedimear here" Cyrene's eyes
widen, she moved closer to Gabrielle, her handsggt her hips as she replied.

"Really? Where about's?"
"A cavern south of here" The innkeeper nodded kadh

"I remember it, nobody goes to that cave these"daysene then smiled. "Why don't
you go sit down, I'll get something to drink foryand Xena" Gabrielle smiled
brightly to Xena's mother.

"Thanks Mom" Cyrene smiled.

"No problem sweetie" The Amazon Queen made hertwaytable near the door of
the building, she pulled out the seat that wasathe right to face the door and the
rest of the room. She sighed and tried to relaxiiad, it was starting to get late.
Soon in a half of a candlemark or maybe less itld/be dusk. The wind still howled
outside, the tavern shaking here and there witlgtis¢s, it was eerie.

Cyrene came stalking out of the kitchen, she hadmwgs. She quickly made her
way over to Gabrielle's table. She placed one mugpnt of the bard, it was filled
with cider. The second one made it's home off ¢oldéard's right, port in it. "Is there
anything else you need Gabrielle?" The bard sheolkbad then responded back.

"No | think I'll be fine, thank you" The innkeepgmiled.

"I'll be in the kitchen preparing things if you mke@nything. | doubt there will be much
ruckus here tonight"

"Why is that?"

"Cause of the wind, nobody likes to leave theimles in this sort of weather" The
small Amazon Queen nodded and Cyrene headed badak kitchen. Gabrielle lifted
her mug and took a sip of the warm cider. She gdnithe bard loved her cider
heated a little. Now she began to wander how Cykeee that onel wonder if that
warrior... But her thoughts were cut off as the person otlheunghts entered into the
tavern. Gabrielle looked up to her soulmate wiimale, Xena smiled back and
moved away from the door. Next to follow was aneolchan, shorter then Xena but
taller then the bard. He had some short gray maineool clothes on and a dark
brown wool cloak on. Gabrielle stood up from heatse

"Gabrielle | want you to meet Constable Ferus" bael smiled and looked to the



older man. Xena looked to Ferus.

"Ferus, this is my partner Gabrielle" Ferus lookethe bard with a pleasant smile
and reached out. Gabrielle and Ferus shook haedss Epoke to the bard.

"It's nice to meet you Gabrielle. You and Xena beaweling together for awhile?"
The bard nodded her head then answered back.

"We have, for about a year and a half* Ferus nodhietiead. Then he furrowed his
brow.

"Hold on, | do reckon I've seen you before" Heetiadlown at the table as he thought.
His expression brightens up again and he looksatari€lle again. "Oh yes, you were
the one that came in here and stopped that mobdtoning Xena over a year ago"
The bard nodded her head. "You've changed quitesinibe then | must say"
Gabrielle slightly nodded.

"Ferus, why don't you sit down. I'm going to gadfiMother quickly and I'll be right
back" The Constable looked to Xena then noddedwidreor then made her way to
the kitchen. Gabrielle shifted and sat back dovemus removing his cloak and
hanging it from the back of a chair, he sat down.

"So | do reckon you and Xena have been through s@pers eh?" The bard smiled,
her fingers tracing the mug.

"We've been through quite a few"

"Now if I do recall you are a bard right?" Emeralges looked up from the mug to
Ferus.

"l am. How did you know?" Ferus smiled then reploatk.

"Cyrene spoke of you occasional when she talkeseofa. A number of times she
mentioned that you were a bard. Also rumor getaraddrom Athens of the bards
whom won the Academy contest"” The Amazon Queerhbllis little.

"Yes well that was a long time ago"

"Not to long ago Gabrielle, people still speak mo€lyou and your talents. Rumors
get around of your bard skills" The small bard wti$ flushed some.

"Thank you Constable Ferus" The Constable noddetidénd with a smile, he leaned
back in his chair.

"Please just call me Ferus" Gabrielle nodded aad @yrene with Xena right behind
came out of the kitchen. Xena walked past Ferusdee to the other side of the table,
she sat down at the seat with the mug of portkcédi#l on. Cyrene came up to Ferus'
side.

"What can | get yo Ferus?" The Constable looketbupyrene with a very warm
smile.

"I'd die for some port Cyrene" The tavern ownerlsthback and nodded her head.

"That's it?" Constable nodded his head. Cyrene bheaght her right hand up to rest



on Ferus' shoulder. "I haven't seen much of yow Have you been?" Ferus' eyes
dropped for a moment then he looked back up.

"I've been well. You Cyrene?" As Cyrene startecetort back, Xena and Gabrielle
looked to each other with arched eyebrows. Gabrggihned and Xena slightly shook
her head.

"I'm grand, happy to have my daughter and frieng'hEerus nodded.
"So I've heard. They're here for awhile" Cyrenaged.

"That's what | hear too" Cyrene then looked toahtre group. "Now excuse me
everybody" The innkeeper then shuffled off. Xend &abrielle both looked to Ferus,
the older man looking to the soulmates.

"So what do you have on your mind Xena?" The wagroned then retorted back.

"I've found a large grouping of tracks south of Angwlis, raiders" The Constable
nodded his head, he wasn't shocked. He was t@ukest

"Where exactly did you find them?"

"They were about five hundred or more paces away the ridge over the town"
Ferus crossed his arms against his chest.

"And you believe them to be hiding where?"

"In the southern cave, nobody goes there. That'snibst likely spot” Ferus nodded
his head then stared at the table for a momenloéked up to Xena.

"l presume you have an idea in mind?" The warrforrged then nodded her head.

"I thought Gabrielle and I late tonight could gale cave, do some investigating.
Find out the numbers. My guess there are somevidetveeen twenty and twenty-five
from the hoof prints" Ferus bobbed his head updowin, his eyes unfocused as he
thought. Xena lifted the mug of port, taking a gafpt. After setting it back down she
looked to her quiet soulmate. Gabrielle lookedh®warrior with serious eyes Xena
very faintly nodded her head. Sapphire eyes lodiesdk to Ferus. The door to the
kitchen opened up and Cyrene came out with a mpgf She placed it in front of
Ferus.

"Thank you Cyrene"

"Quite welcome" Ferus smiled to Cyrene. The innkeepniled back then went back
to the kitchen. To follow was the door to the tawepening, two men came stomping
in. They peered at the table the warrior, bard@ardstable sat around. They nodded
to Ferus and then made their way to a table athessoom, Cyrene coming out of the
kitchen to waiter them.

The cool air from outside loomed in the taverndseg a shiver down Gabrielle's
back. Xena looked to her bard with a questionirng féhe bard just shook her head.
The warrior arched an eyebrow and the Amazon Qgeened a little. Xena sighed
with a gentle smile and looked back to Ferus.

"Well Xena, what's the plans after that?" Now Xedeailishly grinned, she was about



to answer back. But the door to the tavern swuren@gain, it stopped her. Then
came in a fairly tall man. He had black raggedymugtt hair. His face was round, a
rather large nose, for eyes they were a dull bigehad on black brownish leathers,
sword at his side. The young man looked to theetabl

"Toris?" The man smiled to the warrior's words. Xetood up and gather her brother
into her arms. They both hugged tightly. Once tindm®ace was broken, the siblings
looked to the bard and Ferus whom had stood up.

"Constable Ferus, haven't seen you for awhile" $emiled some to Toris and at his
words.

"Nor have I've seen you around these parts mucis.Twhat have you been up too?"
Toris smiled slightly.

"A little of this, a little of that" Toris then lde@d to the bard. "Hello Gabrielle"
Gabirielle smiled to Xena's brother.

"Its good to see you again Toris"

"The same about you Gabrielle. You look more béalutien last time" The Amazon
Queen turn a light shade of red.

"Thank you Toris" The young man then looked to Xaith a smile.

"How have you been sis?" The warrior smiled onthote warm one's that are rare.
"Really well. You been up to no good?" Toris chiecksome.

"You know me"

"Mmm exactly my point" Xena took a breath. "So whahgs you home?" Toris
shrugged his shoulders.

"Well was passing through the area. Thought I'g sipto see mother. | need to do a
job then | plan on coming back here for Solstichat\you doing here yourself?" The
Warrior Princess smiled.

"Gabrielle and | decided to take a little vacatiom all the action and adventure"
Toris chuckled at that.

"I've heard of some of your two's excursions. Wedlgoing to go find Mother. She's
in the kitchen?" Xena nodded her head.

"She is, come join us when you're finished. We dade your help with some local
raiders"” Toris nodded with a grin.

"Raiders eh? Sounds like fun. I'll be happy to hBlp back in a jiffy" Xena nodded
and everybody sat back down, Toris going to thehleih to visit Cyrene. Once Toris
entered in, everybody heard a surprised low ctiénkitchen then a laugh from Toris.

~*Part 5*~

"Xena?" The warrior looked to her soulmate. "Didiyell your mother about my
liking my cider warm?" The warrior devilishly gried. "Xena" It was a bit of a



whine.
"Couldn't help it" The bard shook her head theneuinio her warrior.

The pair is just beginning to exit Amphipolis orofolt was night, well after sunset.
The night was cold, the wind settled some but skdiv with a slight breeze. Gabrielle
took a breath, her breath visible in the air. Sha &n her cloak, buttoned up and her
staff in her right hand. Xena had on her own claa#t buttoned up, weapons with her.

"l had a talk with your mom" Xena looked to hertpar then back to the faintly lit
woods.

"Yeah? What about?" Gabrielle took a deep breath.

"About Poteidaia " The warrior nodded her head

"Did you tell her everything?" The bard shook headh.

"Not details...just glazed over everything" The olderman nodded her head.
"Well Mother had asked me earlier"

"You tell her?" Xena nodded her head.

"She knew something was up, couldn't hide it fromthér" The bard tugged her
cloak closer against her body with her free hand.

"Thanks for telling her" The Warrior Princess lodke her soulmate, slightly
astonished.

"Why?" Gabrielle shrugged her shoulders.

"l couldn't have told her on my own" Xena noddedHtad, a bit of a smile slipping
on her lips. Silence over took the pair, then Galeribroke it. A chuckle escaping
between her lips. "Your mother asked me to callMem for now on" The warrior
grinned and looked to Gabrielle.

"That's Mother for you" The bard smiled to her ceupart.
"Yeah, she's a great woman" Xena nodded in agreemen

"She is" The warrior then suddenly stopped. Galeredme up short beside Xena,
looking to her. Xena looked to Gabrielle then babkad. The warrior pointing
straight ahead. The younger woman followed Xemalgation. There ahead was a
faint glow of fire. "Be careful Gabrielle, follow enokay?" Gabrielle nodded her head.
"Come on"

Xena went ahead, Gabrielle directly behind. Thelled lifted her staff up off the
ground to make less noise. The pair stalked throbglrees and woods, coming
closer and closer to the cave. Within a few minthey were off to the side of the
cave, twenty paces away from the cave's mouth. bb#ylistened. What they heard
was the sound of men laughing, Xena's eyes narro8leglithen closed her eyes,
listening more intently. The sound of horses nieklethrough her ears. Sapphire eyes
opened again.



"Where are the horses?" The warrior looked to balmsate on her right. Xena replied
back at a whisper like the bard had.

"Not sure, going to go find out" Xena looked to ttave then back to Gabrielle. "Stay
here and stay low. I'll be right back. Okay?" Tlaedonodded, Xena smiled some. She
then disappeared into the shadows ahead. Galralldn't see much in the dark with
the exception of the cave's entrance that glowad the fire. The bard crouched
down and leaned back against a tree, her statritalp. A tall figure then

materialized near the mouth of the cave, the barmhegd.

Xena's hands went up to the cave, she slowly amepind the side more to the
entrance. She then just peered inside of the €aferielle bit her lower lip at this, her
heart rate pumping. The warrior started countirggrtten, twenty-three exactly. She
grinned to herself then backed away to the sidb@tave again. She then listened,
the horses nickering again. She took a deep besmtltaught the smell of horse.
Following the sound and smell Xena quickly found kiorses back in the woods away
near the cave's side.

Gabrielle looked around for her soulmate, knowing Bad left to seek out the horses.
The bard then saw a figure coming out of the c®adyrielle's pulse picking up. Her
hands gripped the staff hard, mumbling under heath.

"Hades Xena...where are you?" The man from the cagarbto walk in the direction
Xena went, at least the bard presumed. The bardsihetted something large and
dark on top of the cave, crouching. She knew it ¥&sa. The Amazon Queen
clenched her teeth, he might see her. Gabrielleeld@round on the ground for
something. Picking up a rock, she pulled back h@arand hurled it through the air
near the opposite side of the cave. It hit the 'seside then fell to the ground, the
raider quickly rushed over there. Gabrielle lookedo where Xena had been, she
was gone.

The bard sighed and dropped her head againsteteShe looked to the raider,
seeming him stand and look around. He shruggedwiadired back inside of the cave,
Gabrielle grinned. She closed her eyes then waHew seconds she felt a presence
directly in front of her, she knew who it was. Tieard grinned and opened her eyes.
"That was close" Xena crouched down to her partner.

"Yeah, thanks"

"No problem. Ready to get back?" Xena nodded had héhey both stood up. The
heroes then quietly made their way out of the waotsinto Amphipolis. "How
many Xena?"

"Twenty-three, we'll be fine" Gabrielle nodded walgrin.

Part 2
Section 2
~*Part 6*~



The bard sat up in the bed, she was shaking soakind a deep breath her nerves
calmed down along with her pounding heart. Quicfotlow was the warrior sitting
up in the bed beside the bard.

"Dream?" Gabrielle nodded her head. The warriargd hand went to Gabrielle's
back, rubbing it lightly. Gabrielle dropped her tidarward, she tried to ease her body
as Xena comforted her. She took another deep bagathooked to Xena, she smiled

a light one. The warrior smiled back. "You okay rsw

"Yeah | think so...thanks" Xena nodded her head. Bl&rthen turned to face Xena
and crawled into the warrior's arms. The older wompalled her small soulmate in
tightly and lay back in the bed, Gabrielle on tépKena.

"Try to get a little more sleep”

The bard sighed as she felt her soulmate pull dkrers back over the two of them.
"When are we leaving Xena?"

"In about two candlemarks, it'll be close to dawn"

The Amazon Queen faintly nodded her head and mgltéer arms at the warrior's
sides. The soulmates shifted back into their dreapes.

~F ok Kk

Xena slowly came out of her dream state. Her epes@d and looked to the window,
it was still night out. She then looked to the bandop of her, the warrior's arms
tighten more securely around Gabirielle.

It hadn't been a bad few days for our heroes, tnait.al'he only thing this pair had to
contend to is a small band of raiders. Hopefult thouldn't be a bad engagement
they would have to confront. At least the soulméai@ged it wouldn't take much time
to disperse them, Xena didn't think it would. Bugn there was always the bard who
kept in mind that things can always go wrong, ewéh the warrior's perfect plans.

As of now, we have little guess as to what this'p&olstice vacation will be. We
know the beginning but we have yet to find outéhd. But knowing our pair, it will
be something quite incredible. It is easy to assGalerielle has yet to fully heal from
Poteidaia's destruction. And we can see that Xasdittle words these days to take
away the pain, which is all too normal for the warrSo in turn Xena compensates
for this by doing physical things. Sometimes waitda't hold enough power to do
one's bidding, so that's when we resort to theipalysvhich can talk as well in it's
own language. And in that physical language muchbeatold and done, especially
for Xena. Hence Gabirielle feels the affect of Xemdforts and they have immense
differences in her healing process.

But now it is time for our heroes to roll out ofdheo confront yet another day.
Consequently Xena began to run her right hand tirdkie bard's strawberry-blond
hair. Gabrielle groaned a little then lifted heatiga lopsided smile to her lips.

"Morning love" The bard stretched her legs and deapher face to Xena's chest. "We
need to get moving"

The bard grumbled then lifted her head to lookatwarrior. "It's too early"



The warrior chuckled at her soulmate's words. feay

The Amazon Queen arched an eyebrow at her soultieally?" Xena nodded her
head, the bard grinned. "Well we'll make up fdater tiger" Xena grinned then
Gabrielle began to shifted off the bed and herrsatgd. Once her feet were on the
wood floor, the bard stretched her arms, the largée shift moving up with her
shoulders. Xena then bounced off the bed, fullykengnd ready for action, she still
had on her leathers. "How do you do that?"

The warrior looked to her partner, Xena grinnetls fiot that hard after several
years"

Gabrielle looked to her warrior skeptically. "ltekn't matter how early or late | wake
up, | still can't just bounce around like that"

Xena smirked. "Well you're not much for the morrsrig begin with"

Gabrielle huffed at that. She made her way todbétwhere her normal attire lay.
The pair got dressed in relatively silence, thallsow about her attempts to dress,
Xena dressing rapidly. The warrior finished firsther normal attire, cloak on as well,
she then leaned against the door, staring at lnémate. The bard turned around, her
hands up lacing her top, she looked to her waamat grinned. "l assume Toris is
suppose to be up?"

The warrior nod. "Better be"

Gabrielle looked up from her top to the warrioGheed eyebrow. Gabrielle grinned a
little then quickly finished lacing her top. Shethgathered her cloak up and hefted it
on, whirling around she plucked her staff up fragaiast the wall. Xena opened the
door and the pair headed out and down the stagsoAn as they reached the final
step did Toris look up from the bar, he sat orpalst

"Morning Sis and Gabrielle"

The warrior smirked at her groggy brother and explh a sarcastic tone. "Good
morning Toris"

Toris rolled his eyes and stood up from the sdag. Warrior and her partner padded
over closer to Toris.

"Are we ready?"
Xena nodded her head. "Yeah, we need to head oVarus' office. You ready?"

Toris nodded his head and the three people madenthg out of the tavern then to
Ferus' office.

"Come in!" The Warrior Princess opened the dodh&building and inside was
Ferus sitting behind his desk. "Morning to you #irEverybody smiled a little to the
Constable.

"Are the rest of the men ready?"

Ferus nodded his head to Xena and then answereellasThey're just about”



"What about the oil jars?"
The Constable slightly grinned. "Those are prep&vet
The warrior nodded her head "Sounds good, we haibee before dawn hits"

Ferus nodded his head in agreement, everybody tadycat of the office. As soon as
they did they found themselves surrounded by armdo#eer villagers. They all had
swords with them, a few with bows and arrows, twenmwith lit torches and two
other men with bags on their backs.

"Is everybody prepared?" All the villagers noddeddsponse to Ferus' question. The
Constable looked to Xena then back to the villag&rgerybody, you will be

following my orders and Xena's. We must be carefel are outnumbered and there
are twenty-three raiders exactly. Each of you ddeustand the plan?" All the
villagers nodded their heads or answer yes. "Fo@mwa then"

Xena led the group through the town, Gabrielle j§;@nd Ferus at her side. The
group made their way through the dark woods imigét, the torches lighting the
way some. Then Xena knew she was close to the saahe stopped as did
everybody else. She turned to the group and spo&daw but stern voice.

"Here is how its going to work. There will be twbymu to go back a ways in the
woods, there are then the group of horses, rousrd thp. Gabrielle and you four men
with the oil jars and torches will go near the nioat the cave when | say so. Then
you will proceed to light the oil jars and throweth into the cave. That will smoke
out the raiders then once they come out | wantébeof you men to surround the
entrance of the cave with the raiders, that'll bk in one spot. I'll take care of
stopping the leader and we hope that will scaredkeof the raiders off. Does
everybody understand?" The twelve villagers nodtled heads quickly. "Good, keep
quiet and to whispers. Now | want two of you torgtrieve the raider's horses"

Two men quickly nodded their heads and shifted tivaly through the people to the
front. Xena looked down to them, she then turnetthéocave. She pointed in a general
direction. "If you go that way for about three huedi paces you'll see them*

"It's taken care of"

The warrior smiled to the man and then the two sterffled off in the darkness
relatively close. Xena looked down to her soulméateu know what to do?"

The bard looked up with a small grin. "No problem"

Xena nodded with a grin too. "Be careful alrigh&dbrielle nodded. "Go get set up
and don't start till | signal”

The bard nodded again and the four men with torehésoil jars came through the
other people. "Follow me you four" The four merpgted in line behind Gabrielle.
The barb's group mingled their way through the veoaloout a good two hundred
paces away from the entrance of the cave. Thesgaltted down and the two men
with the packs soundless removed the packs. Opéimémg, the oil jars with wicks
appeared inside. Gabrielle grinned at this andatieed up to the direction Xena
was.



The warrior's eyes narrowed at the direction Gébrieent, she turned her head back
to face her group. "Alright listen up. Four of yatll be with me, the other four you
will be with Toris and Constable Ferus. Each grailpgo on each side of the cave.
Once Gabirielle's group starts throwing in the ansjthe raiders will come out. Once
they do that, we are to encircle them, weaponiseatdady. Let's go"

With that said, everybody split up into their greaupena's group went to the close
side of the cave while Toris' and Ferus' group weihe farthest side, so they had to
be quiet. Xena looked to her right, the sun's ligas beginning to fill this world. The
warrior just made out the lines of horses, shedcbehr them nickering. She turned
her head forward where Gabrielle waited. Quietlgheathing her sword Xena
watched the sun's rays filter slowly through theod® she turned her blade to face
the increasing sun. The rays were reflected ofbthde.

Gabrielle grinned. She looked to her four men wgh. "That's the signal, let's get
those oill jars lit and flying"

Everybody in Gabrielle's group hustled. The two mah the torches bent down next
to the packs, pulling out the jars and lightingnthd he other two men stood beside
the torch men, they took the lit jars and hurleghthinto the cave's mouth. Gabrielle
stood up as she watched the jars flying througlathand rolling into the cave. She
lifted her staff up in a defensive stance.

Soon yelling and screaming could be heard from ri@thoed in the cave. There
was the sound of metal clanking, men shuffling atbyelling out fire. Then within a
few heartbeats and about ten jars inside, raicdegarbto flow out of the cave's mouth.

Xena counted. Ten, eleven, fourteen, seventeentyvame, almost there, now the
magic number twenty-three. The warrior leaped omfthe ground, her warrior cry
escaping from her lips. All the raiders froze iaqd from the movement of other
people. They coughed as well, smoke rising frondmsf the cave out the entrance.
Some raiders had sword and promptly drew themkibenyv it wasn't worth their time.

Now the scene was quite different from earlier thatning. Here we have this cave
letting smoke ripple out with twenty-three raidbedf-dressed, half armed just outside
of the cave surrounded by eight villagers, one @idis, and two warriors.

Xena stepped out from the ring around the raid&sod morning boys"

All the raiders looked to the tall warrior, theynee bit shocked. Somebody coughed
from with in the band of raiders and pushed throtighraiders to Xena. He was a big
guy, bit angry to say the least, fully dressed amded, and hasn't bathed in to long.
He glared at Xena. "Who in Hades are you?"

The Warrior Princess grinned devilishly. "The nam&na”
The raider's face dropped. "You're Xena?"
"Yup and | hate it when people mess with my town"

The lead raider gulp, then he found his backbomrénaglis eyes narrowed. "Well
then, we'll just have to put that to the test.rspaally hate being rudely awoken in the
morning" He drew his sword and leapt forward at &ehe warrior quite prepared for



that.

She stopped his sword blow, the raider took alsséex with a grin. Xena flashed her
own grin, she laughed with a flick of her sword aindve forward. Her sword was
stopped, but not her high kick she delivered. Tiok &ent the raider back coughing,
he almost fell into his comrades behind him. Heo&huis head and stepped back up
to Xena.

"Is that all you have?"

The raider growled at Xena and plunged forwardeat Kena jumped off to the side,
the raider rushed past her and came to a stopurded back around and glared at her,
he was hot tempered. The warrior laughed at himreirl@words then met again over
their heads, then lower, followed by off to thehtigide a little. That's when Xena
punched the raider in the face. He stumbled badklan recovered with the pair's
swords meeting.

Everybody watched from around, raiders and villag&abrielle had moved a little
closer to watch her soulmate. The bard had thdizedahat her soulmate was toying
with the raider, she grinned inwardly then shookhead. Even the raiders and
inexperienced villagers knew Xena was toying wité taider. The only one not to
know was the raider himself considering he wasctmosumed by his anger to know
the difference.

Xena parried the raider's sword stab, she therelitkm in the stomach. He was
stunned so Xena kicked his sword out of handnidléal to the ground. The raider
looked up to the grinning warrior, the next thingallow was the warrior doing a
round house kick. The raider went sprawling throtighair and onto his back. The
Warrior Princess walked up beside him and placedWwerd tip to his throat.

"Now then, I highly recommend you leave here"

The raider blinked and looked up into dark blueseyidne sword was pressed hard
against his throat, he replied but it was choketd'®e'll leave"

Xena grinned to the man. "Good" The warrior bewidoher face going close to his.
She continued speaking now but in a deep growIn"Dimme any where near these
parts again” Silence for a few heartbeats. "Got'me?

The raider nodded. "No problem”

Xena smiled cynically. "Great, get out of here...ndowie warrior stood back up and
removed her sword from his throat. The raider steohinp onto his feet, he looked to
his friends and nodded to them. Xena looked tailgbt where Ferus and Toris were
standing in the circle, she nodded to them. Thes@dnte and Toris moved out of the
way as did a few villagers. The raiders walked tigiowith their leader in the back.
Everybody watched the raiders leave, especiallyaX&he band began to climb the
ridge and disappear over it, the leader still ghti Gabrielle walked up beside Xena,
they smiled to each other. Xena then looked badoupe where the raiders went, her
face dropped.

The leader had stopped walking and currently hadight arm moving forward,
dagger in hand and aimed at one individual. Xen&dd to Ferus, then to the raider,



the dagger gone from the raider's hand. The wammred to Ferus at an incredible
speed. She reached out forward, her breath caudpatrithroat. Her fingers wrapped
around cold metal and stopped the blade in midaitjp only inches from Ferus'
throat.

The Constable's stunned eyes turned to Xena. "Biank

Xena smiled a little. "No problem" She then lookedhe raider, he still stood there
glaring, Xena smirked and reached to her side.cHakram came off her side with a
cling and she threw it. The chakram went whistlimgpugh the air, bounced off a tree
to the right, lowered in angel and came right atrdader. It struck him at the waist
and the chakram was redirected back to Xena. Tiheowanatch it out of midair once
in was near enough, she hooked it back on.

There near the ridge's edge was a raider withdnsspdown. Everybody broke out
laughing with the exception of Xena who snicketeehtjust grinned. The raider
pulled up his pants rather briskly and hurried h@lhsver the ridge and out of sight.

~*Part 7*~
"Xena | can't believe you did that"

The warrior closed the door behind her and lookedetr soulmate, she grinned. "He's
lucky he only got that"

The bard chuckled, shook her head then proceededrove her cloak. "Have to
admit it was funny even though what the raidedttee do"

Xena nodded at that in agreement, the warriortalsng off her cloak. She tossed it
on the made bed beside Gabrielle's. The warriar timelipped her sword and took
off her chakram, she dropped them on top of hakclo

Gabrielle placed her staff up against the wall tamded to Xena. "Now can we go get
something to eat?"

Xena looked up from the bed and then grinned. "Y@alyuite hungry too"
The bard chuckled and shifted closer to her so@natena?"

"Mmm?"

"Don't you think we should sit down with your momdatalk to her about us?"

Xena dropped her eyes to the floor and thought.dier eyes then shifted back to
look at Gabrielle. "Yeah you're right, we bettendving Mother she probably already
suspects”

Gabrielle nodded her head. "That's my guess toe"bEnd then chuckled.

The warrior grinned. "Come on let's go" The souksgiadded out of the room and
ambled down the steps to see an empty tavern. it@own. I'll go see Mother"

The bard nodded to her soulmate then headed ogdrdba table. She sighed. She
still felt sleepy after waking so early. But shil stad her growling stomach to make
happy, which she had every intentions of doing.r@#b turned her head to the left



to see Xena coming out of the kitchen, Cyrene riogititind her. The mother and
daughter came over to Gabrielle's table.

"Good morning sweetie"
"Morning Mom"

Xena sat down beside her soulmate. Cyrene lookbdttothe pair now. "So | hear
you two want some breakfast?"

Gabrielle grinned. "I could go for anything rightcat now"
The innkeeper chuckled. "Alright, I'l make somethup for you both"
"Afterwards Mother, Gabrielle and | would like talk to you"

The tavern owner looked to her daughter, expressoious as Xena's. "Alright dear”
With that Cyrene turned around and headed backhet&itchen to make breakfast.

Xena's sapphire eyes turned from the kitchen dotrd bard. "Sleepy huh?"
Gabrielle looked up to her partner. She nodded tegponded. "Yeah afraid so"
The warrior nodded. "Get some sleep after you eat"

The bard stretched out her legs under the tabtdebs falling on top of Xena's legs.
Gabrielle chuckled and looked to Xena, the wamgianned. The warrior lifted her
own legs up and in turn the smaller woman's lege Wited up. The bard smirked
and Xena dropped her legs, but Gabrielle never thbee legs from over top of
Xena's, the warrior not at all minding.

"You know I think | might just go take a nap afteeakfast”
Xena chuckled. "l figured as much"

The Amazon Queen arched an eyebrow at her bestdfri®h? And you're not going
to join me?"

The older woman folded her hands in her lap. "l lait | have to do something first"
"And what's that?"
"Ferus wants to speak with me"

Gabrielle nodded then dropped her head againstii€s back. "Then you'll join
me?"

Sparkling sky splashed eyes shifted to the barfictOrse"
The bard fiendishly grinned. "Good"

The kitchen door opened and Cyrene came out, tatepin hand. She placed one in
front of each of the soulmates. "Drinks?"

Gabrielle looked up. "Do you have orange juice?"

Cyrene smiled. "Of course, freshly squeezed evemning dear” The innkeeper



looked to her daughter. "You dear?"
The warrior smiled "The same"

The tavern owner nodded her head, reached inte [agkets in her dress. She
produced two forks and knifes placing them on #ieet for the soulmates. Cyrene
then headed behind the bar, filling up two mug$iwitange juice. Once she returned
she handed them to the pair.

"I'm going to go back into the kitchen to clean tigen I'll be back. Go ahead and eat”
Xena and Gabrielle both nodded and Cyrene smiled.dsappeared into the kitchen
while the soulmates began to eat.

"You know | feel real bad your mom is cooking evhiyg"

Xena looked up from her plate, she swallowed sohteiofood. "She loves cooking”
Gabrielle grinned. "l can relate"

The warrior arched an eyebrow. "l can't”

The bard chuckled at that. She took a sip of ttie erange juice. "I think tonight I'l
try and help her with the crowd"

Xena smiled to her soulmate. "She'd like that" @dllernodded her head and went on
eating. Xena then drank down some orange juicee'tiStrobably also love it if you'd
tell a story or two one night"

The younger woman let her fork's tip sink into tbed as she held the top, she looked
to Xena. "l don't know"

The warrior nodded her head. "l know...try it whem'ye ready"
Gabrielle sadly smiled. She wanted to be a barahagjawill"

The bard's soulmate smiled deeply and went ongeédtie pair being quiet for the
remainder of the meal. Once they were finished @y cue came shuffling out of
the kitchen. She sat down at a chair facing thénsates.

"Looks like you enjoyed breakfast" The plates waean.

Gabrielle grinned. "It was great Mom. Do you thiokight | can help you cook for
the dinner crowd?"

The innkeeper smiled. "l could always use the exéla sweetie" Cyrene then pulled
out a seat and sat down, still looking to the bard.

"Great, then I'll help"

Cyrene nodded with a smile then she focussed dndidhe soulmates. "So what do
you dears need to speak with me about?"

The warrior sat straight in the seat, GabriellegsImoving from over top of Xena's.
"Well Gabrielle and | have something to tell you thier" The warrior looked to her
bard, Gabrielle to Xena.



The bard interpreted the look. Sensitive chats.ri@éd looked to Cyrene. "You see
Cyrene um how do you put this right?" Gabrielleked to her soulmate. Xena arched
an eyebrow then crossed her arms against her dhiessbard looked back to the
innkeeper. "Well you see, Xena and | are...um..."

"Lovers"

Gabrielle looked to her soulmate, her mouth hangpen from Xena's one single
word. The warrior shrugged her shoulders then gdnn

Cyrene looked from the bard to where her dauglateafter hearing
Xena's...explanation. Cyrene simply nodded her haddest back into the wood
chair. She smiled deeply to the soulmates. "I knew"

The bard looked back to Cyrene. "You knew?" Thé&&aper nodded at Gabrielle's
guestion. "Well why didn't you ask Xena or I?"

The tavern owner smiled and leaned forward, hesagsting on the table. "l wanted
you two to tell me when you were ready to"

Gabrielle nodded and Xena kept smiling. "How longtiver?"

The innkeeper crossed her arms against her che@seflected. "l suppose since the
beginning when you both stepped in here"

The warrior arched an eyebrow. "The two days agb®year and a half ago?"

Cyrene chuckled. "Well | do have to say | noticea ithe making from the very
beginning. Mothers know these things. But | coeldlyou both confessed it to each
other when you stepped in here two days ago. Neeyou hold for each other just
fills the space around you both"

Both soulmates looked to each other and Xena ar@heyebrow.
Gabrielle laughed at her partner. "Xena, it wasrytfault"

The warrior's face went into question at the basiitement. "Oh? And you're saying
its mine?"

The bard nodded with a grin. "Yes you were thd bree to make a move"

Xena grinned to her soulmate. "And who's to saydidn't make the first move back
in that grove over a year ago?"

Gabrielle coughed then looked to Cyrene.

The innkeeper grinned at the pair. "Xena and GHétiBoth the soulmates went
serious at Cyrene's serious tone, the innkeepéincamg. "I'm very happy for you
both. I can tell that the other has helped you br@mendously. | can't be more
proud...of you both" The tavern owner smiled verypgethe kind of smile
Gabrielle had seen only on Xena's lips at prediooess.

Gabrielle smiled back very warmly. "Thank you Cygehknow that means a lot to
me and Xena...for us"



The warrior looked to her partner, smiled brigtathd Gabrielle smiled back.

Xena looked to her mother again. "l have to sayhdntl was very skeptical about
telling you. | wasn't sure what your reaction wob&le been. But I'm really happy we
did, thank you"

Cyrene nodded with her warm smile. "l want the bassyou both and | know having
each other is one of the best things...for each of yo

Gabrielle then stood up from her seat and movécitene. The innkeeper stood up
and the two women wrapped their arms tightly aroech other. "Thanks again
Mom"

Xena's mother squeezed a little hardier. The twmeropulled back a little from the
embrace to gaze at each other. "No thank you s#/eeti

Gabrielle nodded her head, understanding what @ymezant by that. They broke the
embrace and Xena now stood up. Mother and daugbtehugged strongly.

The tavern owner patted Xena's back. The warrgirex and they broke the hug,
smiling to each other. "Thanks Mother"

Cyrene nodded lightly then responded back. "Xenanatter what I'll always love
you"

The warrior nodded, her face constructed into ahsguppiness. Gabrielle wanted to
rush over and hug her soulmate, but knew it walsa'tight moment.

"I'm sorry for everything Mother"

"It's over with Xena, lets just move on" Xena nodid@d Cyrene sadly smiled. "Why
don't you two go get some rest like Toris"

Gabrielle stepped around from the table to staosetlto Xena.
"Yeah we will Mother"

The tavern keeper nodded to her daughter. "GoeepShell" With that Cyrene
shuffled off into the kitchen, the soulmates hegdipstairs to their room. As soon as
the door to their room shut, Xena found Gabriellaéér arms. The side of the bard's
face rested on the warrior's chest, Xena droppardibad onto the smaller woman's
head. They stayed like that for minutes, lettimgetipass. There was such strength and
protection in this for the pair. It is as if no maould ever break this invisible barrier
around them, this invisible barrier known as love.

Xena took a deep breath, her eyes closed. "I stymilé&abrielle tightened her arms
more around Xena. The warrior chuckled. "l take #saa no | shouldn't go"

The bard grinned, Xena feeling the grin form agaes chest. "No don't go"
Silence loomed for a few heartbeats. They bothyejdhis more then anything.

Xena then groaned. "Gabrielle..." It came out asmarlamble and Gabrielle had felt
her name vibrated through Xena's body.



The Amazon Queen chuckled a little. "Okay...okay" Vbanger woman released the
warrior, Gabrielle looked up with a small grin.

Xena smiled back. "I'll be back soon"

The bard nodded. "All right" Gabrielle then shifteger to the bed, she lifted up
Xena's cloak. She tossed it to the warrior. "Dimnget that, | don't want you getting
sick"

The Warrior Princess grinned as she put on theyheaak. "Always looking after me
huh?"

Gabrielle nodded with a grin. "Always"

Xena nodded with a smile, her eyes ever so sligiviykling. Gabrielle couldn't help
but wonder why too.

"Go hop in bed, I'll be back soon as | can”
"Yes Mom"

The warrior arched an eyebrow at her partner, Xgmaed the door. The bard
smirked to her soulmate, her arms crossing aghersthest. Xena stepped through
the doorway and looked back to her best friend ygh& to the bard then disappeared
through the door. The door closed and Gabrielleesigher cheeks felt rather warm as
did the rest of her body. The bard looked dowratfloor, she chuckled, shook her
head with a grin and mumbled to herself. "How dsles do that?"

~F ok Kk

Gabrielle shifted a little on the bed. Her quillwéack to the diary. The small bard
lay on her stomach on the bed, her legs up crastste ankles in the air. The bard
faced the door, her diary right at the edge ofathe. She took a deep breath and went
on writing.

Well Xena and | told Cyrene about our relationstipvent really well, thank the
gods. | could tell Xena was really worried aboutvhieer mother would react. | have
to say | was really worried as well for Xena and€he. But Cyrene seemed quite
supportive of the relationship, | figured she wobéd | think Xena and Cyrene are
trying to make up for the past. | know Xena newvanted any of her past to happen
but figured it to be to late once she was pulledNiaw though she knows it's never to
late to change. Thankfully Cyrene knows that tteosd wonderful to seem them back
together as mother daughter. I can tell somethiag ¢tome back to life in Xena. Her
eyes appear to soften a little each day.

Then Toris showed up yesterday, last night. He edemnell too. Said he'd been
passing through the area and dropped in. Suppodezllyas some kind of job he
needs to do then he plans to be back on Solstieesure that made Cyrene happy.
Toris seems happier then the last time | saw hiorerat easy.

But Xena, myself, Toris, Constable Ferus of Ampisigmd a few villagers had to
scare off some raiders. There were twenty-thregenai south of Amphipolis, Xena
had found their horse's tracks. So we found theadave not to far away and earlier
this morning we smoked them out. Xena then fohgheader and the band of



raiders ran after Xena defeated him.

The bard looked up to see a tall dark form standirtge doorway, Gabrielle grinned.
"Back already?"

Xena nodded with a grin, she stepped into the randhclosed the door. "Yeah, didn't
take long" The warrior made her way over to the. Gdgek warrior bent down to one
knee and became eye level with her soulmate. "Soandn't you in bed?"

Gabrielle dropped her quill on the diary. "l am"néearched an eyebrow at the
Amazon Queen. "What? | am"

Xena grinned. "Uh huh you know what | mean"
The bard huffed. "Such a mother hen"

The warrior chuckled, she brought up her right hen@abrielle's cheek. Gabrielle
sighed and leaned more into Xena's touch. The evasmiled. "I love you"

The younger woman sighed, her spring eyes closaddpened slowly again. "l love
you too Xena"

Xena smiled lovingly, her soft fingertips glidedin the bard's cheek to under her
chin. Xena leaned in very slowly as the bard cldssdeyes. Xena's crystal blue eyes
closed as the soulmate's lips met. The kiss wasyaogentle yet the love poured
through the light kiss.

The Warrior Princess pulled away slowly again tleges opening and locking. Xena's
fingertips still under Gabrielle's chin. The warlsathumb delicately grazed across
Gabrielle's full lips. The warrior felt how warmgfsand incredible perfect those red
lips were. Xena began to stand back up, she sawtlhase incredible glimmering
forest eyes began to ache from Xena backing awaywarrior grinned a little to the
bard.

Xena pulled her cloak off and tossed it to the wtadde off to the left where her
weapons and the bard's cloak lay. She then turaekito Gabrielle and reached
down, her large hands lifting up the diary andlgéna closed the book and moved
to place it on the table, green eyes on her theeanhe. The bard then rolled off her
stomach and onto her knees near the edge of thexbad came to Gabrielle again.

Without warning, Xena captured the bard's lipssTiss was completely opposite of
the other one, it was strong with an urging passitre bard melted to the kiss and
moaned.

"l thought you were tired Gabrielle?" The warridifs moved to Gabrielle's neck
now.

The bard moaned some, her hands going into theorarnair. "Oh no...I'm quite
awake"

Xena grinned against Gabrielle's skin. The bard tireught her hands to the
warrior's straps, she pulled on them. The warotioWved the physical signal and
began to climb onto the bed.



"Xena, what about your bother? Isn't he up here?"

The warrior chuckled deeply, her large hands gtan@abrielle's stomach, her lips
slowly moving down to the bard's chest.

"He is and | don't care"

Gabrielle laughed some but then all thoughts afléng left as the warrior's lips
came to her mouth again. Xena's hand shiftingeatieen top.

~F kK

Slowly emerald eyes opened, her eyes looking upeaeiling. Her body was tingling
all over like prickle pears. Resting on Gabrielgst was the warrior's head, one of
Xena's arms wrapped around Gabrielle's stomaclewt other was under her neck.
The bard had her right arm under the warrior's heezkhand rest on Xena's side. Her
other hand resting on top of Xena's hand. The waisisleeping on her side as their

legs are intertwined, their nude bodies touching.

Gabrielle took a deep breath, Xena's head rismm the movement. Very slowly the
bard released her breath, her mind drifting. Drgftto many things, many things that
she had questions about but hardly answers to.

"What you thinking about?"

Gabrielle lifted her head to look down to Xena,isg& smile form on the warrior's
lips, blue eyes still closed. The bard droppedhisad back down with a smile.
"Nothing really"

"Uh huh, why don't | believe that?" The warriottdised to Gabrielle's heartbeat, she
really liked that. Silence hung in the air for avfeninutes so Xena intertwined her
fingers with Gabrielle's.

The bard smiled at that and took another deepthoreaist thinking about some stuff |
suppose”

"Mmm like what?"
"I don't know" Gabrielle paused. "A little bit abidtine bard thing"
Xena nodded a little against the smaller womarestclYeah? Like which part?"

The bard didn't respond right away, she begarnt toelefingers caress Xena's warm
skin at her side. "How much | miss it"

The watrrior lifted her head from the bard's chest l@oked to Gabrielle. "Why don't
you try tell a story tonight?"

The younger woman broke eye contact with Xena. '@bmg doesn't feel right yet to
do that Xen"

Xena nodded her head lightly, she still wasn'séiatl. But she dropped her head back
down on the bard's chest. "What about startingaatht your writing again?"

Gabrielle began to smile to herself. "Yeah"



Xena smiled too and closed her eyes again. ShefeéltgBabrielle begin to move, her
body coming down. Xena opened her eyes and loakecemerald ones. The bard
ducked in closer to kiss Xena lightly. Pulling baglena brought her hand around to
the back of her soulmate's head. She pulled thlsblaead in under her chin. The
warrior tightly held her soulmate.

Neither soulmate spoke for a few moments, theylgistme move. Xena took a deep
breath, opened her eyes and then leaned in attitkisss the bard on the forehead.
Emerald eyes fluttered open and Gabrielle grinodtet soulmate.

Xena grinned back with her warm eyes. "l think ve¢tdr get up love"
The bard sighed and snuggled her face back int@aXereck. "Not yet"

The warrior chuckled at the younger woman. Xeraage hand moving down to
lightly caress the smaller woman's back. "We neetlwant to see if Mother needs
anything done around here"

"Yeah and | promised Mom that I'd help her with toeking"

The warrior's eyes began to twinkle right then.€'Aou planning to pick up on
anything new?"

The Amazon Queen lifted her head from under Xesfars and looked into twinkling
sapphire eyes. "Why?"

Xena grinned to her soulmate. "Just wondering"

Gabrielle chuckled and responded. "Uh huh, whapeedo you want me to find
out?"

The Warrior Princess chuckled. "Well Mother happensake these little eggs with
the yolk whipped up in them. They're really gootink you could get that out of
her?"

The bard laughed a few times, took a deep breB#viled eggs Xena?" Emerald
eyes shut while the bard chuckled a few more tirsles,then looked back to her

soulmate. "I'll try to swindle them out of her...jdst you" The small form took a
breath as she saw Xena's lips for into a grin. "Mhthink I'll try to get that honey
marinated chicken recipe. It was so good"

Xena nodded in agreement too. "Yeah | really |loted"

The bard then devilishly grinned. "So when you khyou'll come back there in the
kitchen and join the cooking fest?"

A dark eyebrow arched very high up. "Cook...GabridVet-"

"Not one of your many skills?" Xena nodded. "Weé#rX | think you should add it to
your list"

"Oh no my bard. That's your department"

"Oh? You fight while | cook?"



"Okay fine, you fight and I'll cook. Deal?"
The bard's eyes widen rather quickly. "No thank! yqarefer my food scorched free"

Xena's eyes narrowed while a grin formed on herasmlips. The bard's face dropped
as she quickly realized what was going to happeralShands quickly shot out to
catch Xena's larger hands. "Xena!"

The warrior laughed as those small hands tried babk Xena's stronger hands.
Unfortunately for our bard she couldn't keep it Tpe warrior's hands went to
Gabrielle's ribs and began to tickle her. The yaunwgoman squealed and began to try
and roll away from Xena getting no where. The beekss were quickly turned into
balls at the foot of the bed.

The bard was breathing hard as she giggled undiatti® Gabrielle knew she
couldn't stop her attacker by holding Xena's hdvatk. Her mind quickly came up
with another idea, so she preformed it. The baghed her body against Xena's
forcing the warrior onto her back. The Amazon Quesdied on top of Xena and
warm lips claimed Xena's.

Those hands that were tickling earlier now begaratess the bard's bare sides. Once
Gabrielle broke the kiss she leaped off the bedraked soulmate. Xena was caught
completely off guard by this sudden change. Shesat the bed to see her nude
soulmate at the foot of the bed, hands down tdé&tesheets. Gabrielle grinned at the
momentarily stunned warrior. Her small hands liftgxdthe ball of bed sheets and
tossed them at Xena.

The older woman quickly found the bed sheets smaakito her face and then falling
into her lap. Gabrielle broke out laughing at trenor. Xena shook her head and
grinned.

"Oh Gods I'm a bad bard" After saying that Gabei@linked at the warrior and
sauntered across the room to retrieve her cloths.

Xena still didn't move or say anything, she juatet at her soulmate, her mind
working rather quickly. Then a very cat like snfitemed on Xena's lips as her very
twinkling eyes narrowed at the bard's back. TheridaPrincess tossed the bed
sheets to her right on the bed. In one quick flueotion she hopped out of bed.
Gabrielle turned around to look at her soulmateingeher out of the bed.

Xena's back was ridged, her eyes still twinklinghwnischief. Her black hair flowed
down but had a certain wildness to it that madddwk lecherous. Slowly and with
grace Xena strutted over near the bard where htrdes are also located. Gabrielle
watched with intent, her skirt on and green toprat,laced though.

"Excuse me, | forgot my leathers over here"

Gabrielle raised an eyebrow skeptically at Xena Batched as that strong warrior
leaned down to lift up her leathers. Her emeraksayere filled with the view of
seeing the muscles move along Xena's body as sheltwn and straightened back
up. Xena looked to Gabrielle and flashed a sexyesthen ambled to the opposite
side of the room.



The Amazon Queen continued to lace her top up ®vsftowly as she watched Xena
ever so slow slip into her leathers. Gabrielle meith to herselfHow do we do this to
each other&ighing inwardly the bard knew exactly why too. $batinued to lace
up her top as she watched her warrior, her emesad becoming dark as olives.

Xena pulled the last strap over her right shoul8&e turned to her left to the table,
she picked up her armor and began to put it omr&kto last clip, she moves on to
the last clip over her shoulder, done. She theche=sabehind, pulling her hair up then
letting it drop freely on her back. Blue eyes tiséifted to the floor to find her boots.
Lacing them up rather quickly, Xena turned to hdlyfdressed bard with boots on.

"Xena?"

"Hmmm?"

"You forgot something else over here"

The warrior brought up one eyebrow at GabrielleadAvhat was that?"
The bard grinned. "Your soulmate”

Xena smiled and walked over to Gabrielle. Two ldrgads rested on the bard's hips,
Xena peering down into deep ivy eyes. "Mmm, | west paving the best for last” The
warrior slowly bent her head down to Gabrielletsefeonly mere inches from each
other, nose about to touch. The bard closed hey;, epenplete anticipation of
something.

Xena grinned, letting it stay that way for a heaath She then whispered to her
soulmate. "Gabrielle?"

The smaller woman's eyes opened back up slowlyndXe"'

"Let's go" The watrrior then brought her head bagland released Gabrielle. Xena
moved over to the door and turned back to an arthbged. "Coming?"

Gabrielle narrowed her eyes for a moment. "Ohhhviadior"
Xena chuckled. "What comes around goes around"

The bard arched an eyebrow. She then walked ugta’X side, looked up to the
warrior with a grin. "Mmm...we'll see" Gabrielle sikéd, opened the door and
stepped through.

Xena watched her soulmate turned to her right aséed down the hall, the warrior
closing the door as she stepped into the hall.
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Cyrene brought a knife down to cut the last bitardrot, the kitchen door then swung
open. Her eyes lifted to see a warrior and bardrent

"Hi dears"
Xena smiled. "Mother"

The bard walked past Xena and came up near Cyldred any help?"



The innkeeper looked to the bard with a grin. "Ajg/gaweetie”

"Mother, do you happen to need any wood choppet@"tavern owner looked up to
Xena with a smile. "l mean it is going to be winteon"

Cyrene kept her smile as she replied. "Actually dedo need some of that done.
Have loads of wood, just never gone and done amythbout it"

Xena nodded her head. "Axe out there as always?"
The innkeeper nodded. "It should be, nothing mu@nges around here"

Again the warrior nodded. "Alright, I'll take capéthat" Blue eyes then looked to the
silent bard. "Gabrielle?"

The Amazon Queen looked up from the chief's tabbéena, the bard smiled with
certain fiendishness. "Yes?"

A cork grin from Xena. "When you're done here. Vidioy't we do some sparring?"
"Love too"
"Good, just come out with your staff and my sworidew you're done here"

Gabrielle nodded and Xena ambled out of the kitdbdaave Cyrene and Gabrielle
alone. The innkeeper reached forward to grasp anctrrot. The bard still watched
the door Xena went out, she sighed and looked ter@y

"She's a mess"

The bard looked to Cyrene after the innkeeper'sisidiYeah she is. | don't know
how you handled Xena when she was young"

The older woman chuckled, shook her head and aoedito cut the carrot. "l don't
know either Gabrielle, she was a hand full"

"I can imagine" The small bard then spotted allvbgetables on the table. "Soup?"

The innkeeper nodded. "Knives right over there"ddgr pointed straight across the
kitchen.

Emerald eyes followed her gaze to see the rackigkk. She walked over to them.

The kitchen was a large wood table in the centethé back of the building is where
the oven with fire is located. Behind Cyrene wexeks of pots and pans and a
cleaning area. Where the bard stood to retrievafa ks a counter with stacks of
clean plates, bowls, mugs, utensils, smaller plates an array of items.

Her small hands lifted a knife and she turned addeack to the center chief's table.
She came up to it, and grabbed a vegetable. @ieitoight was a huge pot. Cyrene
gathered up her carrot bits and tossed them iattopibt.

"So have any Xena stories you care to share Mom?"

The innkeeper looked up from her cutting to Galeiebhe grinned and responded.



"Of course sweetie. Where would you like to begin?"

The bard chuckled, she is cutting up a potato. "ldbaut with that doll? I'd love to
know the history behind it"

Cyrene grinned and let her past drift back to ttes@nt. "You see Gabrielle, Xena
was rather protective of that doll"

The bard nodded her had. "That's what | gathered"

Cyrene nodded her head, she then went on. "Litlel Wou sweetie Toris always tried
to take that doll from her. It normally started euth Toris saying something like 'T'll
take that doll." Of course Xena would just huff &ag 'No you won't"

The bard chuckled. "I can just imagine that"

The innkeeper grinned. "Yes well it never endedemormally Toris would say 'Who
says | won't?' Then you know how Xena gets thosdisle grins?"

Gabrielle nodded her head. "All to well | know tepgothing but trouble™

Xena's mother chuckled. "Quite, she'd get oneaddtgrins and reply to Toris in a
sarcastic tone with 'I'd like to see you try Toi@onstantly those two were at it,
normally that's how | knew"

The Amazon Queen grinned, letting her mind imagi@esoulmate doing this. The
tavern owner grinned as more of her memories cartetfrom ages ago. Her voice
filled the room as she went on telling the bardtties behind that little well loved
doll. Gabrielle listens and records every lastitieteo her memory.
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The warrior brought the axe down a little lightlyto the tree stump, the blade sinking
in. Xena straightened up and reached to her webktsyemoved her gauntlets and
tossed them to the ground. She took a deep bredtredeased it into the air. Her
breath was visible in the cool air even thoughfsttenot from chopping the wood.

She stretched her arms out in front of her bodyaxiaen grabbed the axe again and
lifted a large piece of wood on the ground. Shegdat in the center of the tree
stump, the axe came down on it splitting the waobalf.

Her large hands reached down to place another tfingod in the middle of the
stump, the halves from earlier on the ground. Xeea heard somebody coming up
behind her, she knew whom from years' past.

"Hey Sis" Toris stepped up beside his sister antkdnto her. He was dressed in his
normal attire, warm cloak on over top.

"Hi Toris. Finally decided to get up huh?"
Toris grinned and replied. "Oh it's only early afi@on Xena. It's not so bad"

The warrior shook her head and grinned. She braihgh#ixe up then back down on
the wood. The slivers dropping to the ground ondbgther cut wood. "Sleep well?"

Xena's brother nodded. "Yeah, feels good to beahdld room"



Xena looked to her brother with a grin. "Yeah | wnehat you mean”
Toris chuckled. "So Mother asked you to chop wood?"

The tall woman centered another piece of wood. @dyxe came down. "Asked
her"

The older sibling nodded his head. "Nice of you"
Xena grinned up to her brother. "Uh huh" She chdmp®ther wood piece in half.
"Uh...so how long are you and Gabrielle here for?"

The warrior arched an eyebrow as she lifted a lunib®owever long we want.
Why?"

Toris shrugged his shoulders. "No reason”
"Mmm"

Silence fell over as the warrior chopped a few npeees. By then she'd done plenty,
so she stopped. Her large hands drove the ax¢hiativee stump. She leaned on it
with her elbow and looked to Toris. "So why did yask?"

"No reason Xena"
The warrior grinned. "No body asks things for shitsl giggles Toris. Why?"

Toris brought up one hand to rub the back of hadHer a moment. "Was just
wondering. That's all"

The warrior nodded. "Okay"

He dropped his hand and smiled to Xena. "By anynchas Gabrielle married?"
One of the tall woman's dark eyebrows arched ugy'Woris?"
"Thought I'd just ask"

Xena sighed. "She was"

"Was?"

The Warrior Princess nodded. "Yeah, while back &gag story"
"Who was it?"

"A young man from her village, Perdicus"

"What happened?"

Xena crossed her arms against her chest. "He died"

Toris dropped his eyes. "Ah sorry"

"Don't tell me that, | didn't go through it"



Xena's brother looked up. "Yeah | know. I'm suia thias rough huh?"

Xena nodded. "It was for her" Xena then bent doovthé ground and started to lift up
some of the wood. She turned to Toris and tosse@vtdod into his arms. "Takes
some of these over to the oven back outside"

"Sure"
The warrior grinned and began to stake up someeoivbod into Toris' arms.
"Xena?"

"What?" Xena placed a few more pieces of wood théostack in his arms. Her hand
still held one more, waiting for Toris to talk.

"Did...did uh Gabrielle ever mention anything abow atter she first met me?"

One of the Warrior Princess' eyebrows went up agHishe did Toris | don't
remember" Xena slammed the piece of wood hard, dowmthe stack in his arms.

Toris made a humph noise as he tried not to drepvitod. "Getting touchy aren't
you?"

Xena's eyes picked up a faint hint of darknesteont "Just go take that wood back
there would you?"

"Of course sister dear"

Toris turned to his right and walked down alongglue of the tavern to the back.
Xena watched him go, her body untensed once heutas sight. The warrior took a
deep breath and began to collect the remaining wOade she had all she could
collect, Xena went inside of the tavern. Her blyeseshifted to the fireplace and she
headed straight for it, dropping the wood nedslite then went back outside to chop
more wood.

~*Part 8*~

Gabrielle walked around the corner, her left aradkd with Xena's cloak and sword.
The bard had her own staff in her right hand arrcch#ton-leather cloak on. She
stopped and leaned against the corner of the takerreyes locked on her soulmate.
She watched as Xena chopped two pieces of woodigBtdahe axe hard down into
the tree stump. Xena then proceeded to stack wydbd on the ground. Once
Gabrielle saw she was done she stalked over tovaneor.

"Finished?"

Xena looked up to her soulmate. "Was going to asktiie same thing just a second
ago"

Gabrielle blushed, caught red handed. "Yeah wékelwatching you"

The warrior grinned. "So | noticed" Xena then beéoivn to the ground collecting her
gauntlets and put them on.

The bard though blushed another shade at Xenaisswt8o uh" Gabrielle a bit



flustered, so she cleared her throat. "You readipteo sparring?"
The older woman nodded and smiled. "Yeah. You dwiging Mother?"

Gabrielle nodded her head. "Yeah. Here would ydutps on, | don't want you
getting cold for Gods' sakes" The bard handed teiov her cloak and sword.

Xena took the sword first, clipping it to her ba&he then put on her dark heavy
cloak, it felt good. "Thanks"

"No problem"”
"Come on, let's go do some sparring before it elate. | know a good spot”

Gabrielle nodded her head. Xena then started walk@hind the tavern, her soulmate
right beside her. "Yeah | told your mom that I'dgheaitress tonight, give Saada the
night off"

Xena nodded then smiled. "That's nice of you"

The bard chuckled. "Yeah well it was a bit of ald@&ae pair entered into the woods
of Amphipolis.

"Deal?"

"Yeah"

"A deal about what?"

"Uh...just something or another"

"Gabrielle" It was another low rumble.

Gabrielle chuckled as her staff hit the ground. atet
Blue eyes looked to the bard. "What was the deal?"

The smaller woman shrugged her shoulders, sheeceplia casual voice. "Oh just
that I'd do some waitressing if she told me soroges"

"Stories about who?"

"Um you know, just some of those old stories" The pntered into a clearing in the
woods, the ground covered in brown leaves.

"Really? How many of thesald stories did she tell you?"
"Just a few"
"That many huh?"

For a responds Xena got some chuckles from GadriBie bard took a few steps
back and lifted her staff up in defense

"Come on warrior. We both need a little work out"

The warrior grinned and chuckled as she unshedtaedword. "After Mother's food



yup®
"So you just gonna stand there and look pretty wigt sword or fight?"

Xena laughed while the bard grinned. That's wherspiarring started from that little
competitive question.
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The bard's staff dropped out of her left hand i end landing to the ground. She
leaned against the staff in her right hand andhgan "That wasn't to bad"

The warrior arched an eyebrow at her soulmateswerd in her right hand pointed
tip down. "Thanks"

Gabrielle laughed a little and then smiled to XéRar me that is"

Xena grinned and spun her sword, she then brobghdword to her back, sheathing
it. Metal scrapping against metal rung throughéine"So you ready to get dinner?"

"Definitely"

The warrior chuckled and the bard stepped up clasker soulmate. The pair made
their trek through the woods and back to the tav@aon they entered inside, it was
already bustling with people. Xena nodded to hetnea and Gabrielle nodded back.
They mingled through the people and ascended éims gioing to their room. Once
inside they both removed their cloaks, tossing theithe wood tables.

Xena reached behind unclipping her sword. "You mpilag to help Mother with
serving?"

Gabrielle turned around from propping her staffagpinst the wall, she faced Xena.
"Yes, | think she'll need it"

The older woman nodded her head and stepped uplingBe. The bard looked up to
her soulmate with a smile.

A warm smiled eased its way onto the warrior's. [ipforgot something again”
The Amazon Queen arched an eyebrow in questiot®@iy? And what was that?"

"This" Xena leaned down and sealed her lips wighitlrd's. As the kiss went on, one
of the taller woman's large hands went up to thd'daheek. Gabrielle's hands
grasping the warrior's leather hips.

They both melted to the kiss, it was long and seaiheir bodies came to life like a
fire burning brightly in the night. The air aroutitem softened incredible.

Slowly they pulled away from the kiss, Gabriellegest eyes peacefully opened. "I'll
make sure to remind you for now on"

The warrior grinned. "I'm counting on it"
The bard chuckled at her lover's words. "Are welyg¢a go now?"

The older woman's brow went up while her voice cantdow and rich. "Are we?"



Gabrielle blushed some and she replied in a lowetdiYeah"

Xena smiled to her soulmate, her same hand froheeeame up and brushed some
of Gabrielle's hair back. "Come on"

The smaller woman nodded and the soulmates lefoitra, coming back down to the
busy tavern.

"Mother is probably in the kitchen"

Gabrielle looked up to Xena and smiled. "Yeah shatiat | figure too" The bard
looked around in the tavern then back to Xena. $sttdown Xena"

The warrior looked away from the people to her s@ik. "You sure?"
The bard nodded her head. "Yeah, I'll go talk ta/o

Xena nodded her head. The warrior went one wayGalttielle the other way. The
Warrior Princess went to the fireplace, noticingrenwasn't any fire going. So she
stooped down by the side, picked up five logs asddd them into the fireplace.
Rising back up the warrior spotted a torch agdimstwvall to her right. She ambled
over to it and took it then returned back to tmediace. She proceeded to light the
wood and once the fire came to life she put thehttwack in it's home.

Looking around, Xena tried to find a decent spathér right she spotted a table in
the corner, out of the way. Stalking over to it terrior sat down, her arms crossing
against her chest. She eyed the people, studyamy #i. Some she actually
recognized from her childhood, others she'd nesen before.

Her eyes drifted up, she spotted her soulmategithrough the tables coming
towards her. Gabrielle caught Xena's dark eyedydiné smiled. The warrior smiled
back only to her, those blue eyes sparkling irfitledit tavern.

The bard stepped up to the table and kept her ss}ena. "What can | do for you
Ma'am?"

Xena grinned up at her soulmate's from hearingghastion. She uncrossed her arms
and leaned forward on the table. "Well what | washtn't believe you have on the
menu”

Immediately Gabrielle's face became the shadeedfith. She coughed then
responded. "Well that's the special...the dessediaipat that"

The warrior smirked, leaned back into her chair emvdsed her arms against her chest
again. "Il remember that for later"

"You do that"
"So, what did Mother say?"

The bard looked to the table and placed her leftllen the table, leaning a little on
the table. She looked back to Xena. "Said shelbaly only need my help for about
two and half candlemarks. And that when you stawmel | could take a break with
you"



Xena nodded her head. "Sounds good"

The bard smiled and straightens back up, her haimgdjdpack to her side. "So what
can | start you out with to drink?"

The older woman chuckled. "The usual”
Gabrielle nodded her head. "Be right back" She heégavalk off.
"Thanks Gabrielle"

The bard looked back and flashed the warrior ehbsgiile. She drifted through the
tables.

The tavern is certainly busy, the noise dimmingnip the air. Xena sighed and
studied the people again. Stretching her legs ndéuthe table, she looked to her left
by the stairs. There she saw Toris reappeatr.

He looked around in the crowded tavern then hetsgaohe Warrior Princess. He
smiled and made is way to the warrior's table. "Mepa"

Xena looked up with a small smile. "Care to joirri$@"

Toris nodded his head with his pleasant smile. & tw/ The man pulled out a seat
across from the warrior. He brought up his handbéaable and clasped them
together.

"Sleep the rest of the afternoon?"
Toris chuckled and replied back. "Nah, just relaxédven't done that in awhile"

The tall woman nodded her head in agreement. Sikeataleep breath and leaned
back more into her chair. "So where did you corenf?"

Toris smiled a little. "Not to far | was just inggfira. | think in a few days I'm going to
be moving on to Neapolis"

The warrior nodded her head. "Then you'll be baare®"

Toris nodded his head. He took his hands off thietand leaned against the back of
the chair. "That's the plan”

"What you doing in Neapolis?"
"Visiting an old friend"

The warrior's dark eyes narrowed for a moment adabked away. She shifted a
little in her seat and looked back to her brothidow long you think you'll be?"

The man shrugged his shoulders. "Ah probably tHeses there. Then it's about a
good two day ride there"

Xena nodded her head and looked down to her beathe@aresponded. "So you'll be
gone for seven days huh?" Her blue eyes looked ljad& Toris.



"That's the plan”

Xena's eyes tore away from her brother and looketh @n approaching woman.
Xena smiled some and Toris turned to see the maming.

He looked back to his sister. "You really care aldwr eh?"
Cold sapphire eyes lowered from the bard to T6kido"
The man felt a chill ripple through his body. "Righ

Gabrielle stepped up to the table with a mug inHards. She stepped closer to Xena
and placed the mug down in front of her older s@imShe smiled to Xena then to
Toris. "Finally decided to come down and join thheved Toris?"

The man looked to Gabrielle and grinned. "Figurbdtter or Mother would drag me
down by my ear"

The bard chuckled, she smiled as she replied. "Welelping Cyrene with the
crowd. So I'm your server"

Toris grinned even more then before. "Really?" Higkly took note of the off-white
apron the bard had on around her waist. "So | see"

"So what can | get you to drink Toris?"
The man relaxed in his seat more then repliedt 'shuse port would be great”

The bard nodded her head. She then looked to hénate. "Mom says thank you for
starting up the fireplace" The warrior nodded vattvarm smile and Gabrielle went
on. "Do you want to order dinner now Xena?"

The tall woman reflected for a moment then lookadkto her partner. "I'll wait a
little longer"

Gabrielle nodded her head. "Alright I'll be backaifiash" The small woman
disappeared through the tables and back to the bar.

"She's amazing"

The warrior's blue eyes moved from her soulmateotis, they went hard as she
replied. "Really?"

Toris smiled some. "Oh come on Xena. You've besretling with her for what?
Over a year, you should notice something like that"

"Trust me Toris, | do"
"You hardly act like you do"

Xena grinned a little, she leaned forward and wdrieg to the man in a low voice.
"Toris, let me put it this way. | know every littthing about Gabrielle. You don't"

Xena's brother arched an eyebrow and crossedms against his chest. "Who says |
won't?"



Now it was the warrior's turn to cross her armgreggdner chest as she leaned back
into the chair. "I'd like to see you try Toris "

Toris grinned slyly. He never responded but keptdait grin. Xena for her part was on
edge, she want to put her brother into his place tiBen another side of her had some
ideas on how to toy with Toris. She grinned inwgiatl that. Not to mention the
warrior couldn't wait to see her bard's reactiofidas trying to bother her. Xena
knew it wouldn't be the reaction Toris would be inggfor knowing her soulmate.

Speaking of which, Gabrielle came through the ®hbdeXena's and Toris' table with
another mug. She placed it in front of Toris anukkxd to the pair.

"Dinner now?"
Toris looked up to the bard with a very warm smiWhat's cooking back there?"

Gabrielle looked to Toris. "Well we do have a s@ypene and | made. Homemade
beef stew"

Toris nodded his head as he thought. Gabrielleddakver to her soulmate, Xena
grinned. The bard arched an eyebrow at the waiXiena winked back and the bard's
eyes narrowed in suspicion. The bard's soulmatesjnded warmly, it was the sort of
smile the bard got when things were going to be.fin

"Well" Gabrielle quickly turned her head back toriSaafter hearing him speak. "
think | could go for the stew to start. What els¢here?"

"Your mother also prepared roasted pork cookediares and sage. With it is some
peas, mashed potatoes, and corn bread"

Toris nodded his head. "Sounds wonderful, I'll hénat too"
The bard looked to her soulmate. "Xena?"

The warrior smiled and replied back. "Skip the sangd I'll just have the main
course”

Gabrielle nodded her head, she was about to mauel @is spoke to the bard
stopping her.

"Gabrielle?"
"Yes Toris?"

Xena's brother looked up with a warm smile andieelpl'l was wondering if you're
going to tell some stories tonight?"

The bard smiled but just a little. "No | wasn'tmpténg on it"
"Well you should. You're quite good"

The Amazon Queen's smile broadened some. "Thartk$rboot in the right...mood
to"

"Oh come on, what could be stopping you?"



Gabrielle's hands went from being by her sidegstimg on her sides, her face quite
serious. "You wouldn't understand Toris"

"What's there to understand? You're an excellemyt&ller and you should do a
story"

Gabrielle arched an eyebrow. She looked to her clolelmate for a moment. She
caught the warrior's eyes cold and staring at Tohe bard knew Xena was letting
her handle this, it would be worse if Xena did.

Gabrielle looked back to Xena's brother. "Anotlet Toris | might"
The man nodded his head. "I'll hold that on you"

The bard nodded then smiled with annoyance toiper'iGreat, excuse me" Gabrielle
turned her back to Toris and walked over to andidgle with a smile. She started
taking orders from those customers at her othée.tab

Xena sighed and relaxed her body some in the Shatcrossed her legs at the ankles.
Toris looked to his sister. "So why doesn't shieatskory or two?"

The warrior looked to his brother. "Long story"

"I've got time"

"I don't nor the patience"

"Right"

Silence loomed between the siblings. Toris forgag could not quite understand
why his sister was being a little...hostile towards.hHe just shrugged it off and
began to looked around in the tavern. He watchedb#nd head into the kitchen from
a distant table. She went in and Cyrene came dbtplates in hand heading to a
table. Toris hadn't seen the tavern this busy dweceas a child. Cyrene must be
making good money from something like this.

He sighed and grasped his port, taking a drink fitofurning to Xena again, he
smiled some. "So have any adventures to tell?"

Xena brought up an eyebrow in response. Her fingeraip and down the handle of
her mug. "You're asking the wrong person"”

Toris huffed and rolled his eyes. He replied ireditone. "I thought | just asked the
right person earlier but it seems | didn't"

The warrior grinned, she took a sip of her porhtpiced the mug back done. She
quickly replied. "You just didn't ask right"

Toris sighed and took some more of his port down.

Gabirielle then came back to the table, she smildrekbt soulmate. "Mom said | could
take a break” The bard grinned a little. "Shefthiprout the food"

Xena nodded and the Amazon Queen pulled a se&tooutunder the table next to



Xena. Both women now faced Toris.

The bard looked to her soulmate whom was drinkinghfher mug. "Hey you never
told me what you talked to Ferus about?"

The warrior was caught in the middle of her drike swallowed it down and placed
the mug back to the table. "He wanted to go ovedispersing of the raiders we did"

Gabrielle nodded her head. "That was it?"
The warrior nodded her head. "Pretty much"

Emerald eyes looked straight to Xena. Gabrielleavaed her eyes a little in
skepticism. There was something going on she ctuldare out. The warrior smiled
but something was twinkling deep in those sky s@dsyes. They twinkled so
strongly that it made the bard's stomach flutter zap through her bod@h yeah
there is definitely something going on with thatnes of mine.

Gabrielle sighed and looked to Toris again. "Sonely@u headed to Toris?"

"You mean my trip?" Gabrielle nodded and Toris wamt"Headed to Neapolis.
Visiting an old friend that lives there"

The bard nodded her head. "That's nice"

Toris shrugged his shoulders. "Suppose so" He phesequestioned the bard. "So
you still using your staff?"

Gabrielle nodded with a smile. "I am, have beergiate a while"
"Becoming good with it?"

"l am"

"Well if you ever want a sparring partner, I'm ajwdree"

The bard wanted to laugh at that but she reframegdelf. "That's alright Toris, thanks
though"

"Gabrielle it's good to have a change in sparriagners"

The bard grinned and crossed her arms in her Tagis, Xena is the only one I'll spar
with considering she's the best around...you cahaggbody better so anybody else
isn't worth my time"

Toris looked to Xena, the warrior grinned to himdemically. He looked back to
Gabrielle and smiled a little. "Ouch, well let maokv if you change your mind.
Sometimes a man can do you good"

The bard chuckled a little. "I'll remember that"
"Please do. I'd love to see that body of yoursghting motion™
Gabrielle arched an eyebrow. "Oh really? Well yad the chance about a year ago”

Toris grinned with a chuckle. "Sorry | was in spdoen”



"Mmm you should have kept it that way" That linengaout low from the bard's lips.
So Toris didn't hear but Xena certainly did, it aBhmade her laugh.

Cyrene had arrived then with three plates. Shefgreemoved one from her right
hand then the second off her left arm. The third laat and deposited in front of
Toris. She then removed utensils to eat with amdabked to the bard. "Sweetie, you
want anything to drink?"

"Oh | could really go for some of your warm cideoM"
The tavern owner grinned and replied back. "Sureet\, be back in a sec with it"
Gabrielle nodded and the tavern owner headed loattietbar.

The rest of the evening was busy at first withttheern's customers. But as the night
wore on and the fireplace died a little in inteypsitid the people begin to disappear.
Gabrielle after her meal had went on helping therta owner with the crowd while
Toris and Xena talked. They talked about the parstesand the local happenings.
Toris stayed away from the topic of the bard ashmsgpossible knowing it is one of
Xena's protective buttons. By late evening TorienX, Cyrene and Gabrielle were all
collected around the one table, talking. The custsrhad all left leaving this family
here.

The bard stiffened a yawn, her body slipping dowthe seat some.
Blue eyes shifted to her and then Xena grinnedetri"

Gabrielle looked to her soulmate with a tired smii¥éeah, that wore me out. I'm
getting old" Toris and Cyrene talking back andtlicgdome as the warrior and bard
talked.

The warrior shook her head. "That's my excuse aots/

The bard chuckled and she sighed. Cyrene and hotislooked to the bard.
Cyrene smiled to the bard. "Sleepy sweetie?"

The bard nodded then tried to stop a yawn. "Jlittes

"Go get some sleep sweetie. It was a long daykh#or the help”

Gabrielle smiled. "Anytime Mom. It was fun"

"Well you were a great help" Cyrene then looketigoson. "Go get some sleep
dear"

Toris nodded his head, stretched his legs and stpod think | will. Goodnight"
Everybody smiled to Toris.

"Night brother"

"Sleep well Toris"

"Goodnight dear, don't let the bugs bite"



Toris shook his head at his mother then headduktsthirs, disappearing up them.

The innkeeper looked back to the two women. "WillHeaded to bed myself dears.
You both better get up there soon. Especially yitle bne"

Gabrielle grinned to Cyrene. "I will, goodnight Mbm
"Night sweetie"
"Sleep well Mother"

The tavern owner stood up from the seat and lotdéer daughter. "Night Xena,
don't keep her up”

Xena chuckled and replied back with a grin. "I won'

Cyrene sternly nodded. "Good" She then migratethastairs to her bedroom,
opposite end from where the soulmates slept.

Gabrielle looked from the stairs to her soulmateds becoming dark in the tavern
from the dying fire and half-lit torches. "That wasice evening"

Xena looked to her soulmate and smiled. She shduggeshoulder then responded.
"For the most part, yeah"

"Most part?"
The warrior sighed and straightened up in her $@ate word, Toris"

Gabrielle chuckled then dropped her head agaiedbdick of the chair. "Tell me
about it. What's with him anyway?"

"Mmm he thinks he can take you from me"

The bard raised an eyebrow as she looked to hénatai "He knows?"
"No"

"Then..."

"Competition, runs in the family"

Gabrielle groaned. "Great"

The warrior chuckled, she then smiled to her partti@®ome here"

Gabrielle smiled, and was close enough to Xenas th just crawl over into the
warrior's lap. The Warrior Princess securely wrabpee arm around the bard's back
to support her as she sat in the warrior's laprigkt side leaning into Xena. The
bard's own right arm was wrapped back behind theievaand her small hand resting
on Xena's opposite shoulder. Xena's right handhgesh Gabrielle's thighs.

She took a deep breath and dropped her head aja&ina's left shoulder. "I think I'm
going to try and write tomorrow"

"Yeah?"



The bard nodded her head. "l want to...need to"
The warrior smiled. "Good. Just relax tomorrow aatk on your stories”

Gabrielle smiled her free left hand reaching to &gimand on her thigh. Their hands
intertwined together. "What you going to do?"

Xena shrugged her shoulders. "I'll find something.Mother will find me
something"

The younger woman chuckled. "That's for sure” Galartried to stop a yawn, only
partially successful.

"Let's go"

Gabrielle was about to get off her soulmate's Bajt.she was to late, Xena had stood
up with Gabrielle in her arms.

Xena grinned at the slightly shocked bard. The malregan to ascend the stairs and
talked in a light airy voice. "Top floor...rooms, hat attic, bedrooms, and tlewve
room"

Gabrielle went into a fit of laughter over her parts words and voice. She buried her
face into her soulmate's chest as she laughedgttgibe quiet but with little victory.
They soon found themselves in tbge roomand piling into the bed for needed sleep.

~F kK

Times passed on for our characters and for us. WehaXena and her soulmate enjoy
their time in Amphipolis. Gabrielle's face was doasted into numerous smiles, her
light voice filling the air around along with hexughter.

Xena even for her part was laughing and smilingertben she had since her
childhood. Now her memories of Amphipolis were atidato, not just of her
childhood or of the time when Cortese sacked herendut now of her days she
relaxed with her soulmate. On occasions the wawmirld leave the tavern to ride
Argo, spar with her soulmate, do odd jobs for Cgrendo errands that Gabrielle
knew little about.

The bard didn't remember the last time she wagjtlite happy. She'd began writing
again, she hadn't written a single story sincedthePerdicus died. There were a
number of stories she wanted to write. That neddemsoul built up in her again to
write.

She needs a source of assuagement for her sounand writing. Her imagination
reeled as she wrote scrolls on Perdicus' deathd shewhen writing it but she needed
too. Not only to write it but to heal from her paShe'd labeled that scr&lleturn of
Callisto the next story quick to follow wa&arrior...Princess... Tramphich had the
bard laughing. The next two were hardier when st@tdvith Xena being in Callisto's
body, those two entitledintimate StrangeandTen Little WarlordsAs of now the
young bard was writing her story on the warriogatth and rebirth. This was not as an
easy topic and it was slow progress but she knevd $imish it no matter what. For

the future and for herself.

The days were short as they rolled on, becomingecland closer to Solstice. The



bard was becoming excited to have Solstice witrsbatmate and in Amphipolis.

The bard could tell her own soulmate was becomxaged even though she didn't
care to admit it. But Gabrielle could tell by thaythey both always spoke about their
past memories with Solstice. The warrior becomete gavolved in the conversation
with her eyes twinkling.

Toris had left seven days ago, they'd expecteddaick later on this day or into the
evening. Gabrielle now was on her bed, writinghaslsaned against the headboard.
The warrior had disappeared into the village inghew, it was about mid-day. And
yes there was snow, it was the first day of snowe bard had leaped out of the bed
early in the morning when she saw it falling, th@rmor had joined her at the window.
They'd stared out the window for awhile, enjoyihg scene and each other.

But now the bard lay on the bed writing, a tabld baen moved close to the bed with
an ink well contained on top. Gabrielle chewedlmttp of her quill looked to her

left and placed the tip of the quill into the ir@he brought it back out, she continued
writing, her eyes were a bit red. She sniffed aswgiote.

The door then opened up. Gabrielle stopped wraimdjlooked up to see her soulmate
in the room, the door closed. Xena stood in hahkra with armor, cloak over top but
she had left her weapons inside of the room earlier

"Now where did you disappear to?"

Xena grinned at her soulmate and replied. "Justdad something in town, nothing
much"

Gabrielle nodded her head. "Mmm" Her eyes driftednfthe partially wet warrior
back to her scroll.

Xena grinned and walked up to the side of the hedard is closes to. "Feel like
going for a walk?"

The bard's quill wrote something then Gabrielle&kkxbup with a curious face.
"Where to?"

"l thought maybe on the ridge. Can watch the sredirolver the town"

The bard smiled. "Yeah, hold on" She placed th# gnithe table by the ink well and
rolled the scroll up, placing it also on the tal8ée hopped out of the bed and went to
the other side of the room. She grabbed her clodkpaoceeded to put it on, Xena
shifted back to the door. The smaller woman cambeagide Xena. "Ready"

The warrior nodded with a smile and opened the.dboe soulmates went down
stairs and into the empty tavern, out the tavehe gair made their way through the
town and a little ways through the woods. It wasl ¢t not enough to freeze a
person just nip. Nip away at exposed skin makingr&le's cheeks red. The rest of
her body was warm from the cloak as is Xena's body.

The ground was a bright white that glistened eweslghtly. The snow fell down like
feathers and it was thick and light. The bard lothesl type of snow, it was gorgeous
and made her mind describe it. Describe it sudhe@aground being masked with
something so white and looks light, a fluffinesgt ¥ is of a thing of coldness.
Everything is sheeted with this blinding white entlt brings about a sense of



crispness, bringing almost a burning sensatiohedungs. Life waiting to live again
underneath.

~*Part 9*~

Xena's soulmate took a deep breath, her warm beeald be seen in the clean cool
air. Xena looked to her soulmate with a smile. Galerlooked up and smiled back.
That same twinkle was back. Gabrielle's heart ®dpp beat, her stomach twisted in
suspense.

The soulmates walked out onto the ridge that ocvakdd Amphipolis. Gabrielle
stood in front of Xena, her arms crossed againstihest to keep her hands warm.
The snow fell and slowly at that. Gabrielle sucked breath.

Xena grinned to herself, she reached into her aattkher right hand. Her fingers
going to a small leather pouch attached to her. §te opened it and removed an
article, her large hand holding the article insictncealing it from the world around.
Her right hand coming back out and falling to hdesher hand still fisted up.

Gabirielle looked back to her soulmate with a snflts.beautiful”
"Isn't it? | always loved the scenery from up here"

Gabrielle nodded her head, Xena stepped up todudmate and wrapped her arms
around her soulmate's small waist. Gabrielle leamdXena.

"Warm enough?"

Gabrielle's emerald eyes tore away from the sceddamked up to Xena. "I'll be
fine"

Xena grinned. She then opened her cloak with Hieh#ad and her right hand as best
as she could. Enveloping her younger soulmateensidher large heavy dark cloak.
Gabrielle sighed as she felt Xena's warm body tvedtter back, she pressed her skin
up against the warm leather. Xena wrapped her aromd the bard again from the
outside. Gabrielle crossing her arms against hestdhside of her soulmate's cloak.

The soulmates stayed like that for moments on @adirielle studied the sight of
Amphipolis being swept with white snow. Watched fitveest behind be caressed by
the snow. It was breath taking for her, she'd néwget it.

She looked up to her soulmate with a smile. "Yoavknvhat this reminds me of
Xen?"

"Hmmm?"

Gabrielle looked back to the scene in front of HiReminds me of those small little
glass balls. That you turn up side down and thevdiatis down on the little town
inside of it"

Xena grinned then responded back. "Yeah it remmne®f that too" She then
chuckled thinking more of her younger soulmate'sdsoXena then let her right hand
slip in between the folds of the jacket and restiragg Gabrielle's hands, her hand still
closed up.



Gabrielle felt that warm hand and with her left tiae lightly caressed her
soulmate's smooth hand. That's when Gabrielld&lsoulmate's pulse pick up, she
didn't know quite why either. But her heart rate kartainly picked up, Gabrielle's
own heart began to pound now, her knees a bit sladtya bit though. She couldn't
figure out as to why.

"l think somebody definitely turned us upside down"
Xena chuckled at Gabrielle's words, but the littke didn't ease things.
"Maybe they did"

Now it was Gabrielle chuckling as she conjured.tBat Xena's breathing was a little
heavy so Gabrielle looked up to her. Xena smilag deeply and Gabrielle smiled
back just as warmly.

Her heatrt fluttered in that instant as Xena's waght hand opened up inside of the
cloak. Then something very smooth like metal anchwslipped onto a finger on
Gabrielle's left hand. Gabrielle's eyes widen upesitsoulmate, Xena grinned.
Gabrielle looked back down to her hand as she Intdougy hand out from under her
soulmate's cloak. Gabrielle's heart skipped a &ieidie sight, she took a deep breath.

There on Gabrielle's left ring finger was a gorgeong, even in this cloudy day the
ring's gems glimmer. It was a band ring, in theteeaf the band wrapped around
were two gem types. One a brilliant green thatldpdr the other half of the ring held
a deep twinkling blue, an emerald and sapphire.sitwees inside of the center of the
band are protected from the outside world. The tirthe band was a lustrous gold
that glistened.

Xena bent her head down to Gabrielle's and whisjpete her soulmate's ear with a
warm voice. "Will you marry me Gabrielle?"

Part 3

Section 3

~*Part 10*~

Will you marry me Gabrielle?

It repeated over and over in Gabrielle's head.Héart skittered each time. Xena
lifted her head up from Gabrielle's hand as sheedaSlowly Gabrielle lifted her
eyes from the ring and turned around. Xena's anmspeéd from her soulmate's small
waist, her cloak falling back to her side.

Gabrielle searched her soulmate's eyes. Gabrilggssvere so shaky, her breathing
ragged as her heart pounded and sent shots afi@tgdhrough her nerves.

Xena was smiling so deeply while her twinkling ¢aylue eyes were soft and
loving. Even for Xena this was making her nervalg'd never been this nervous or
even scared. Yes scared, scared of her soulmaaesan being bad.



Their eyes are locked and they both thought tintest@pped for them. Yet at the
same time Xena thought time was ever so slow.

Will you marry me Gabrielle?

It repeated again in Gabrielle's mind. Her bodyteelititle weak, so she reached out
for her soulmate. Xena instantly grasped her sowgdiiog the sides and kept smiling at
her small soulmate's reaction.

"Xena" It came out low as a whisper, almost likglea. "Gods, Xena...l can't
believe...gods...Xen...." Without anticipation from Xet@abrielle reached up for
the back of Xena's head. She pulled Xena's head dod captured Xena's lips in a
strong loving kiss. In between Gabrielle startedrig they pulled away from the kiss.
Their foreheads still touched. Gabrielle cried vatemile and just let a faint laugh
escape her lips from the surprise.

Sapphire and emerald eyes met again. Xena nevdrdosmile.

Xena's soulmate was still crying some with her enfihe then whispered up to Xena.
"Yes Xena...gods I'll marry you" Gabrielle went irr Bnother kiss.

Once it broke, Xena sighed in relief. Her body xethand she felt her limbs all go
shaky from the waiting. She brought up one of lards from Gabrielle's waist and
brushed back some of her soulmate's blond hairaXx&h smiled, a few tears started
to roll down her cheeks as Gabrielle let tears tiaivn her face. They both smiled to
each other.

"Xena how...when...gods...where"

Xena lowered her head down close to Gabrielle's aibpsided smile. "Sshhh, I'll
tell you everything later"

Gabrielle nodded her head. The soulmates closettidistance and kissed again. The
snow still fell and dusted over the soulmates.tBay seemed to have forgotten about
everything around them, nothing else mattered.rAlfte kiss, Xena pulled her
soulmate in, wrapping her arms tightly around Gellei Gabrielle also wrapped her
arms around Xena in a huge embrace. They savoeetidment as their bodies began
to relax again. Their breath was still heavy, reepdunding, and bodies shaking, they
felt drained. Another moment in time locked awaghair soul they shared.

Soulmates.
~*Part 11*~

The soulmates had left the ridge after being imedber's embrace for so long. They
really had no idea how long they'd been gone frioentévern, but they knew it was a
good amount of time. Deciding it was best to heacklio the inn before Cyrene went
hunting for them. Xena knowing her mom like shegj@he wouldn't be a bit
surprised if Cyrene did exactly that.

By the time they returned to the inn, it was ldteraoon or so. Once they entered into
the tavern they went upstairs to warm up. The baldl nipped away at their bodies
some, especially their exposed faces. So now Xegamfront of the small fireplace



in her room, she was lighting the logs inside effireplace.

Gabrielle though was removing her cloak and putitireg the back of a chair to let it
dry. She came up behind her partner as Xena sfpothe bard's hands going up to
her soulmate's shoulders and grasping the cloakw#hnrior smiled as she shrugged
out of her cloak and Gabrielle took it. The Amafueen went to another chair by
the table and hung it off the back of that chalre Dard then moved to the saddlebags
to rummage through them. She quickly found two mteg, a spoon, and honey, she
grinned.

Xena though began to remove her boots, quicklyingtsthem. Once that was done
with and boots set aside, the warrior removed hmapg gauntlets and armbands.

Now she only stood in her leathers as she shiftdrbt old dresser. She began to open
the drawers, searching for something.

The bard though was busy making tea, water alnmkid As she waited she took

off her own boots, placing them near Xena's. Haaback to the fireplace, Gabrielle
removed the kettle from the fireplace, it was IngliShe poured the hot water into
each mug that held the herbal tea. The water tuimadshade of brown as the tea and
water mixed, steam rising from the mugs. Occaslpiiaé ring would catch
Gabrielle's eye on her left hand. The bard opehegtr of honey and poured some
into the spoon, she stirred it into one mug. Repgdhe same process with the
second mug. The Amazon Queen then placed the spotop of the resealed honey
jar. Lifting the mugs, she turned to her soulmate.

Xena sat on the wood floor, back against the féth® bed's board. She smiled to the
bard, Gabrielle smiling back. Beside the warriottloa floor was a quilt blanket, it
look relatively old and used but warm.

The bard came up to her soulmate and handed aorXena, the warrior taking it.
Xena then propped up her legs and Gabrielle positeyself between her soulmate's
legs. Both their mugs hit the floor and Xena wrapper arms around her partner's
waist. The Warrior Princess tugged a little on Gallay, the bard grinned to herself
and leaned back into Xena's warm body. The wasrleft hand released the bard and
lifted the blanket from the floor and Xena openteabi. The blanket fell on top of both
their bodies. They both quickly warmed betweent#ae fire, blanket and their own
bodies.

Gabrielle sighed in contentment. She could stél tae new found weight on her left
ring finger, she smiled. Her eyes closed as hed hested against the warrior's
shoulder. "I love you"

Xena smiled at her soulmate's low whispered affectTurning her head some, the
warrior kissed the bard on the temple. "I love Yoo Gabrielle” Xena's right hand
was snaked around the bard's stomach under thelderlleft hand though was lifting
the mug to sip from.

Gabrielle lifted her head from Xena's shoulder l#tetd up her own mug, drinking
from it. Afterwards the mug went back to the floGabrielle dropping her head back
again. "So do | get an answer to all of this?"

Xena grinned. "Which question first? The how? Themn? Or the gods where?"



The bard chuckled. She brought her right hand foonop of the blanket to go
underneath. She quickly found Xena's hand and tbtker hands together. "Start
with the how"

The warrior nodded, she brought up the mug sipfsmm it. Placing it back to the
floor she answered. "Well | bought it, that's how"

"Very funny warrior. You know what | mean. How didu...pay for the ring? Give"

Xena chuckled, then she went serious. Gabriellé&daell by the way Xena's body
just faintly went rigid. "Back when | was a pirdtstill had a little hope...belief in
love and that I'd find my soulmate someday. Thatoefrse was when my ship was
filled with money. So | set aside some money indagere to ever find my soulmate,
| could buy them a ring or something. Forgot abbatter | became a warlord but still
had the money tucked away"

The younger woman nodded her head. "I never knew"
Xena grinned again and tried to relax. "I'd hop# no

Gabrielle chuckled a little then she took a deagatir. "So next question. When did
you get it...plan this?"

"I have to tell all my secrets?"
Gabrielle nodded with a smirk. "Oh yes you do"

Xena grinned to herself and shook her head a. |Bthe then took a sip of her tea, the
mug going back to the ground, her fingers stilklo® handle though. "I bought it back
in that small town after we left the Amazons”

"You mean the one that had the Dionysus festivare/h got my scrolls?"
llYupll

"You sneak" Xena chuckled and the bard went onu"¥ioin't need a sharpening
stone at all did you?"

"Nope"

"Gods Xena. And | happened to look at a stand tbelteng jewelry that had wedding
band rings"

"l know"
"Oh gods..." The bard then groaned. "You saw meastand?"
"Yup"

The bard then chuckled and shook her head. Sheeg@aown to retrieve her mug,
drinking from it. The mug half drained while Xeraok a sip from hers being three
quarters empty.

"Xena?"



"Mmm?"
"How...how are we going to get married exactly? Anre?ty

The warrior grinned. Xena drank the rest of her Gabrielle decided she didn't feel
like finishing the rest. So she leaned back intaaéNow both of Gabrielle and
Xena's hands were under the quilt, intertwined ttogye

The warrior could feel the ring on her soulmatesd) it made her grin. "l talked to
Ferus"

"Really?"

"Uh huh, he talked to the council about us becommagried"

"So what happened?" The bard's words had camastuamhd with excitement.
Xena grinned. "Welllll..."

"Xena"

The warrior chuckled and spoke again. "He talkethéocouncil and reminded them
about what happened with Draco over a year agdrammentioned the raiders”

"Hold on Xena, they said you weren't a citizen ofighipolis anymore right?"
"They did when | first came back here"

"Yeah so how can they hand out a marriage licehgewre not considered a citizen,
or me for that matter?"

"That's the other part Ferus talked to them ab#itier hearing that we stopped the
raiders and the reminder of Draco they believedamed the right to become a
citizen again”

"Gods that's great"
Xena smiled and nodded. "You'll also become aaitiz
"What?" The bard then looked sidelong to Xena.

"Once we marry that'll official make you a citizehAmphipolis. | also mention the
fact that if Amphipolis makes you a citizen theaythl have an alliance with the
Amazon Nation"

"And they would too. How are we going to work thammge? | mean Ephiny will
kill us both if we don't have an Amazon ceremorhe'8 already pulled that out on us
not to long ago. But then doesn't Amphipolis wanbéicial marriage too?"

Xena chuckled over her soulmate's wonderment aiuk goice. "l took care of that
too"

"You're good"

"I know"



"So what did you have in mind Xen?"

"I mention to Ferus that we could do an Amazonrmery here in Amphipolis then
the council could approve it as an official mardags could the Amazons can
consider it official”

"So did he go for it?"

"Ferus did, | don't know about the council. | thioknorrow it would be a good idea
for us both to talk to the council. Make it officthat the Amazon Nation will have an
alliance with Amphipolis. It'll make them happy"

Gabrielle nodded her head in agreement. "Do thstt then send out a letter to
Ephiny huh?"

Xena also nodded. "That's my thoughts"

"Xena, when are we planning the marriage date?"

Xena grinned devilishly. "Solstice"

Gabrielle turned around in Xena's embrace to faeevarrior. "You're kidding?"
"Nope"

"Gods Xena" Actually expecting it this time, Xergtther soulmate's lips seal with
hers. The kiss was long and shot warmth through bbtheir bodies.

As the kiss ended, Xena smiled and talking in auwdwsper. "Come here"

The bard grinned and snuggled up into the warriapsXena readjusted the blanket
over them and dropped her head onto Gabrielletsn Sieep came to them as the
soulmates drifted off into another world.

~F ok Kk

The bard's sea green eyes fluttered open. Sheatdekp breath, her sense being filled
with the scent of spice.

"How'd you sleep?"

The Amazon Queen grinned then replied back. "Pvedti; | can't believe | was
tired"

"I know"
"We're both lazy"

Xena grinned at that, she tightened her arms nrotend her soulmate. "But we're
lazy together"

Gabrielle chuckled and then smiled to herself. '#serve it anyway"
"Uh huh"

Silence came between the partners for a littleevi@abrielle thought about
everything that has happened and what will hapiHenface then brightened up.



"Gods Xena"

"Mmm?"

"Do you realize everything that will happen?"
"Uh huh”

"You'll be my consort, an Amazon, and a citizeofiphipolis. I'll be a citizen of
Amphipolis too and there'll be an alliance betwAemphipolis and the Amazon
Nation. Then we'll be married, gods"

"Yup" Xena then grinned and began to lightly cafesssoulmate's warm stomach.
Gabrielle sighed then giggled a little.
"What's the giggling about?"

"l was just thinking that Toris will be my brothardaw" She chuckled again while
Xena grinned. "That's going to be real interesting”

"Yeah give me legal rights to..."

"Xena" The warrior started to laugh at her soulrsat@arning voice. The bard grinned
then continued on. "No it'll give me legal rightskick-"

"Gabrielle"

The bard then snickered and snuggled more intetnidmate. "Was just agreeing
with you Xe"

"Uh huh. I thought | fight while you cook?"

"Well somebody's gotta watch your butt"

"Oh no, you're gonna stay right beside me my bard"
"Fine by me" The bard then sighed.

Xena's head went down to kiss the bard on top ohead. "Speaking of butts, | need
to get up”

"Oh yeah, | bet that floor hurts after a few" Ttegdthen hugged her soulmate tightly,
Xena doing the same. Gabrielle then stood up freamaxtaking the quilt with her.

The warrior looked up to her soulmate and the arthed. Holding out a hand, the
warrior took it. She was then pulled up to her fggh her knees cracking.

"Getting old"
"Whatever Miss back flips"

The watrrior rolled her eyes then grinned. She wiareund to the bed where she left
her armor and proceeded to put it on. The bardghdifted the mugs up and put
them by the honey where the slowly dying fire is.

Then folding the blanket she walked over to helfreate. "Nice blanket"



Xena looked to her soulmate with a smile. "Real old
"Childhood?"

Gabrielle grinned and the warrior nodded. "Mothedenit a long time ago. Surprise
she still has it"

"I'd say she missed you"

After hearing that, silence fell. The warrior's gyecked with her soulmates.
"It's hard to let some things go Xena. | shouldwho

Xena nodded her head to the bard. "We both know"

The Amazon Queen nodded at that then smiled some.

Xena smiled back with warm eyes. "Thanks"

Gabrielle nodded and kissed her partner on thdéae. "Love you Xena"

"l love you"

The bard smiled deeply. "Dresser third drawer?"

Xena nodded her head and Gabrielle went to theseirgdacing it into the third
drawer. Both soulmates then went over to their bbgtthe saddlebags. They both
quickly put them on then straightened back up.

~F ok Kh

Cyrene placed a few mugs down on her bar, sheltioded up from the sound of
boots connecting with the steps. She spotted thienstes coming down and she
smiled to them. "Well decided to come down dears?"

Xena grinned, she came to the bar first followedhéysoulmate. "Yeah, we fell
asleep upstairs"

Cyrene nodded her head. "Yes well | don't blamé yitne innkeeper arranged her
mugs under the bar table and looked back up. fpeeting a good size crowd
tonight, hopefully"

Gabrielle then spoke up with a smile. "Mom?"
"Yeah sweetie?"
"l was wondering if | could do a story tonight?"

Immediately the tavern owner's face brightenedihy of course sweetie. That
would be wonderful”

The bard then brought up her arms to the bar ge#tiem there. "So when do you
expect the crowd in tonight?"

Cyrene was about to reply, but she stopped as bargetaught her eyes. "By the
gods sweetie. Where did you get that?" Quickly @glereached out with her right
hand to grasp Gabrielle's left hand. She starechdawhe gorgeous ring on the



Amazon Queen's hand.

The bard blushed while Xena grinned. The warriokéxl to her soulmate. "Well you
are going to tell Mother right?"

Gabrielle looked up to her soulmate to say somgthint closed her mouth. She then
looked to Cyrene and opened her mouth to say samgetigain but didn't.

The tavern owner looked to Xena's smiling face tieeGabrielle's red face. Her eyes
widen. "No?" Nobody said anything and Cyrene looketiveen the two women then
smiled very warmly. "You're engaged to each other?"

The bard nodded bashfully and Xena still lookeddgosoulmate but nodded as well.

The innkeeper kept her smile and talked in a loajoply tone. "This is wonderful!
Gods" Xena's mother released the bard's hand anel @ound from the bar. She
quickly pulled Gabrielle into a hug, they both haddightly. "Congratulations
sweetie"

"Thanks Mom"

Cyrene smiled and placed a light kiss to Gabrgelight cheek. She then looked to
Xena and went in for a bear hug with her daugh@uongratulations Xena" Once the
mother and daughter broke the embrace did Cyrdweatatep back to face both
soulmates. "Its about time you asked her Xena"

The warrior chuckled. "Well | had to work up to it"
Gabrielle looked up to her soulmate with an aratggbrow. "Work up to it?"

Xena looked down to her partner with a grin. "Tloat, was the hardest thing I've
ever done"

The Amazon Queen placed her hands on her hips. 'Hamy fights have you been
through? And you're telling me it was hardier tfighting?"

The warrior kept her grin but replied in a deepceoi'lt was and I'd do it all over
again"

The bard grinned back and dropped her hands frarhips.
"So when is the date set?"
The soulmates looked to Cyrene, Xena answeringiestion. "Solstice"

The tavern owner smiled brightly. "That's wondérfdyrene then grinned. "So who's
going to be setting up the ceremony?"

"Mother"

The tavern owner looked up to daughter and plaeed¥wn hands on her hips. "Dear,
| just want to make sure whoever sets up your mgerdoes it right"”

Gabrielle chuckled. "Actually Mom, so far we're péng for the Amazons to do it"



Cyrene furrowed her brows and looked to the bakchdzons? Why the Amazons?"

The warrior took a deep breath and replied befabr@lle could. "Mother, how
about we sit down and we'll explain everything"

The innkeeper nodded her head. So the three wom#fhesl over to a table and sat
down. The soulmates then went into explaining thele/ plan and as to why. Cyrene
had listened without questioning by the end thosigg definitely had some questions.

Once the soulmates had explained everything, Szadlaame into the inn. She was
about a half a candlemark ahead of the crowd, wiaste her and Cyrene ample time
to prepare for the dinner crowd. But once the croddshow up, Xena and Gabrielle
had already occupied a table off in a corner. Thaiar had started up the fire in the
fireplace, warming the inn faster. Toris though lgatito return from his journey in
Neapolis that in turn concerned Cyrene.

The warrior looked to her right to see people cam@the tavern and sit down at a
table. She then looked to her left where her sotdreat. She could tell her bard was
thinking, her eyes were unfocused and dark. Regahuh, Xena's large hand fell on
Gabrielle's right leg.

Gabrielle's eyes refocused and she looked to Xesaile formed on her lips.
"Sorry"

The warrior smiled warmly and squeezed the baed'sdr a moment. She removed
her hand back to her own lap. "Nothing to be sabgut"

The Amazon Queen nodded her head. "Xena?"
"Mmm?"

Emerald eyes shifted from the tavern to the warfiéou don't mind becoming an
Amazon...right?"

The warrior dropped her gaze for a moment, sighed trossed her arms against her
chest. She looked back to Gabrielle with a sereymsession. "For you, I'd do
anything"

"I know, but I also know you don't ever like beiognsidered an Amazon"

Xena nodded a little then responded after a momiiot! didn't but I've grown to
like the Amazons a lot more then what | have" Taedlsmiled and the warrior did
also. Xena then mumbled something low with a grihér lips. "I'd better anyway"

"What?" The bard's question came out low and Hartishe was grinning.

Xena smirked and looked away from her soulmateatteground in the room. "l said
I'd better anyway"

"And exactly what is that suppose to mean?"
"Its suppose to mean you're the Amazon Queen dod'lt have much choice”

The bard chuckled. "Oh that's right" Then her fadghtened up. "Wait a sec, so



you'll be an Amazon, one afine'
Xena laughed and looked to her bard. "Yup, I'nyallrs"
"Perfect”

The warrior lightly shook her head. Xena then sggbtier mother coming over
making her way through the people.

"Hey dears"

"Mother"

"Is there anything | can get you two?"

Gabrielle looked to her partner and shrugged heuldler.

Xena grinned and looked up to her Mother. "Warnecidr the both of us"
Cyrene grinned with a nod. "Be back in a jippy"

The bard watched Xena's mom leave then she loakkdrtsoulmate. "You're nothing
but trouble warrior"

"I know"

Silence fell for a moment, Gabrielle then lookedkbtn Xena. "Hey | need to go do
something real fast. I'll be right back"

The warrior arched an eyebrow. "I'll be here"

"Good" After saying that with a wink to follow, Gaeélle stood up from her seat and
went up stairs.

Xena watched her go the entire time then Cyrengmet with two mugs, a little
steam rising from the tops.

"Where'd the little one go?"

Xena smiled. "Upstairs to do something"

"Interesting"

The warrior nodded at that one in agreement.

"Do you want dinner now dear?"

Xena grinned. "Yeah actually”

"Something spicy?"

The warrior chuckled and replied back. "Yeah, vehspicy back there?"

"Doing gyros. Gabrielle doesn't mind peppers, osjahicken, and little mushroom?"

"Oh no, Gabrielle will eat anything"



Cyrene chuckled. "Okay, I'll bring out some. Howny@d'
The warrior reflected for a moment. "Five will dd i

The innkeeper nodded and left the table to gotimédkitchen. That's when the bard
reappeared from upstairs. Xena quickly saw hershiedsaw something very small
and light brown slightly tucked down in the belt@&brielle's skirt on her side. The
warrior quickly figured out it was a bit of scrolier mind went into curiosity.

"Back"

"Was wondering what took you so long"

"Yeah well..."

Xena brought up an eyebrow. "Well?"

"Um...I forget”

The warrior grinned at the smirking bard. "Uh huh"

Gabrielle sat down then looked to her partner.W8at's for dinner?"

"l forget"

"Xena" It was definitely a low whine from the bard.

The warrior grinned and then replied back. "Two phay at that game love"

The bard huffed then crossed her arms in her lap ti$en freed her right hand
bringing it to lift the mug and she drank the waricher. She felt it flow through her
body and travel down into her stomach. Her bodyesied for a moment as it rushed
out the coldness.

"You'll like it though, something spicy” The spipgrt came out low and deep from
Xena's lips.

Now Gabrielle choked on her drink. She startedbiagh as she brought the mug from
her mouth. After placing the mug down to the tadfle coughed a few more times
then advanced to clear her throat.

"What?" The bard's question came out low as shghemiagain.

"l said it is spicy”

"That's what | thought"

Xena chuckled at her soulmate and lifted her owg towdrink from it.

The bard then began to grin very devilisillywo can definitely play at this game.
"Well | know how you love real sweet things like. attcider for instance”

Xena's turn to choke on her drink. She placed hey back down as she coughed now
from the cider going down the wrong pipe.

Gabrielle then looked up to see Cyrene coming thay. The bard looked to her



warrior with a grin. Xena was still coughing aléttThe younger woman then leaned
to her right closer to Xena. She whispered up tesbhalmate in a low sensual voice.
"I'll take your surrender to this game later tonighbed"

The warrior's eyes widen instantly as a very deebtush creeped up from her neck
to the tips of her roots.

Cyrene put her hands on her hips as she starest btushing daughter. "Is there
something wrong with the cider?"

Xena took a deep breath to calm herself but shdedtilike she was on fire. "Um no
Mother it's quite-"

"Sweet"

The tavern owner looked to the bard after she spg@eaod, sweetness is good. Just
like you sweetie"

Gabrielle looked to her soulmate, she watched amXeent another shade of red that
she never thought was possible. That's when Gebhedke out laughing, she leaned
back in the chair clutching her stomach as shehadigHer stomach began to hurt as
her face went red from laughing so hard. "Oh...godsat.t.that was...so funny"

The small bard kept laughing for a few more heatitexXena though was trying to
recover from her embarrassment. The warrior tod&ep breath then looked to her
partner who had finally settled from her laughfére Warrior Princess slightly glared
at the bard then smiled to her, the bard grinne#t.oa

"Now then if you dears are quite finished. | cargedosee if you needed anything
else?"

Gabrielle shook her head. "No I think we're quiteefMom"

Cyrene nodded her head. "Alright, I'm off to thecken" The tavern owner
disappeared through the inn to her kitchen in ekbSaada came out of the kitchen
heading to some tables.

"Get some good laughs out of that?"
The bard looked to her soulmate and grinned. "Ufi' hu

Xena rolled her eyes some and shook her head.oBked to the tavern again.
Gabrielle's grin slipped and she reached over ettright hand. Her small hand
quickly grasped the warrior's larger hand in Xetegs Gabrielle squeezed Xena's
hand and the older woman looked to the bard. Thazam Queen smiled lovingly to
the warrior, Xena smiled back deeply as her eyemed.

The warrior turned her hand so that her palm waangoshe squeezed the bard's hand
back. Xena was entranced by those sparkling fgresin eyes. She ached to just lean
over and...well let's just say she couldn't sincensoy people surround them. One
last time Xena squeezed her soulmate's hand and3hlberielle pulled her hand away
before letting people notice anything.

Dinner came later on in the evening. Gabrielleately got her fill having three gyros



and Xena had the other two. Afterwards the bargbddsack in her seat with a huge
content look. The warrior looked to her and smilBlde smaller woman then looked
down to her left hand resting in her lap. Her estesed down at the ring as it
shimmered from the firelight. She sighed and loodkack up and found Xena
grinning at her. Gabrielle chuckled then stood"ughink I'm going to go try out a
story. Plenty of people”

Xena nodded her head. "Good luck” The warrior thtenod up. "I think I'll stand so |
can watch everything"

Gabrielle grinned and then leaned closer to Xexkan?"

The warrior arched an eyebrow as she looked dovinet@oulmate. She leaned down
closer to the bard. "Yeah?"

"I love you" Gabrielle peered up into blue eyed #gtarted to twinkle very warmly to
her. A rare smile creased Xena's lips as the waveat down more to reply back.

"You'll do wonderful up there" Xena then grinnediament on. "l love you too my
bard"

The bard grinned. "Thanks" The warrior nodded aabriglle began to turn around,
but stopped and turned back to Xena. She reachueel toelt on the side and removed
the small slip of scroll paper. She handed it to&@/hom took it. Gabrielle winked
then turned back to the fireplace shifting to it.

The warrior arched an eyebrow as she began tothpguaper. She didn't read it just
yet but looked up to her bard who was in fronthef tireplace.

"Excuse me everybody, I'm a...guess you could segvalting bard and | was hoping
| could do a story for everybody"

All the people turned their heads to Gabrielle aifey heard a sweet voice cut
through the dim of noise in the air. The taverhdgént. Then some man yelled out a
guestion.

"Who are you young lady?"
Xena grinned at this as Gabrielle smiled to replgk "My name is Gabrielle"

There was a slight buzz to the air then everybetlysilent as the same man talked
back. "Gabrielle of Poteidaia?"

"Yup that's me"

Then another man yelled out. "She's the bard whotwe contest at the Athens' Bard
Academy, really good"

Gabrielle slightly blushed and brushed a pieceanf Iback. "Yeah that was me too"
"Tell a story!"

Xena grinned at that she took a step back and deag@nst the tavern wall. She
looked down to the small slip of paper still contd in her hands. She proceeded to
read it.



Days
Days fade in and fade out

| use to not remember them

Then you stepped into my life

Days were to long

Now my days don't fade in and out

Each day having its own tale

Each day having its own meaning

Days are to short

My life is yours

Yours is mine

We are intertwined

Days are ours

The warrior took a deep breath, her eyes burnedjlitle. She looked up to her
bard, Gabrielle took a deep breath and went intdibanode. It was so easy to see by
the smile that took her lips, the look on her fdw, eyes sparkling and her hands
began to move.

Her emerald eyes looked over to Xena, knowing ghetdread the small paper with
poem. Gabrielle smiled and Xena smiled back. Thid bagan to speak.

"This is a story of two friends..."
~*Part 12*~

Our image begins looking over a bed, a pair of maiks sleeping soundless. It was
early dawn, the lands around cloaked in snow. Tiherigp with a zip of cold to chill
the bones. Our heroes of course don't feel thdt audtead they feel the warmth of
each other in bed. The night before was long blitw@th it. The bard getting her
surrender from her soulmate late into the night.

Gabrielle had never felt more herself in a longetitShe'd thought she might have
almost lost her bard side, but she hadn't. Theeagdilast night was incredible,
asking for one story after another. Eventually @Ggrbad stopped them and said the
bard had done plenty. Gabrielle felt good againking she'd never lost that side of
herself. She is in a daze, a daze of love.

Xena had the confidence that her bard would do wdnbitelling her stories and
Gabrielle had. The warrior had listened to eaclystad kept smiling each time
Gabrielle looked to her. Occasionally Xena wouldkl@own to that poem written in
the small scrap of parchment and reread it. Theiovawas no longer just a warrior,
but a warrior with something to protect and hiderirthe world around. She had
every intent in doing just that, anything.



Together the soulmates were in a daze, a dazewpfisg perfection. A world they
created together and ruled together, nobody arfdngpbutside could destroy it. A
single realm meant only for each other where tbarallels joined them. We can
naturally assume this is what joins two people tlogee not only joins them but we
can go farther to say that it binds them. We knlonwugh this that nothing around
them could break this binding, nothing around th&nound them.

But this is the day our heroes have to confrontdtmphipolis council. And in this
instant the warrior's eyes slowly slip open to takeverything. She took a deep
breath. Her smaller soulmate was actually sleepmtpp of her. Xena grinned up at
her bard's face as she tightened her arms moraditba younger woman.

Gabrielle had her hands holding Xena's sides Igobldr head rested on Xena's chest,
on the right cheek. The covers were pulled ovamttetrap the heat in. Both their
bodies were completely bare from last night, skid skin touched.

The warrior took another deep breath. The barcestiirom it and tightened her hands
a little on Xena's sides. Xena grinned and thezassd one of her hands to lightly
caress the bard's back.

Gabrielle lifted her head from Xena's chest andhgltea groggy expression. "To
early”

The warrior grinned at the bard's words, she rdf&ck in a low voice. "If you were
to get up late in the afternoon, you'd still thihlwas to early”

The Amazon Queen grinned and dropped her headdmaak on Xena's chest. "Yup"

The older woman grinned to herself and broughtlead up a little to kiss Gabrielle
on her forehead. "Sleep well?"

The smaller woman nodded her head. "Yeah, you?"
"Not to bad"

A smile etched on to the bard's lips in responstevAheartbeats passed and then
Gabrielle tightened her hold more on Xena. She todkep breath and sighed in
contentment. "Gods" It was low and came out witbther sigh.

"Mmm?"
"Xen, this is just perfect”
The warrior grinned to herself and kept her carggen the bard's back. "Yeah"

Gabrielle lifted her head with a bit of a grin. Sheshed herself forward a little and
claimed her soulmate's warm lips. Xena's right htiatiwas caressing came up to the
back of Gabrielle's head. The warrior deepenedigsemore, the bard going with it,
dying for it. They stopped the kiss for a quicktarg then went into another long kiss,
their bodies became hot as a blue flame.

They did stop the kiss soon though, knowing theadee to get up. So the bard
dropped her head just under Xena's chin. The warhand was still on Gabrielle's
head but massaging the bard's head.



Emerald eyes closed and the Amazon Queen sighedwéxeally need to get up?"

Xena grinned to herself. "If you want to get thernage agreement settled, then
yeah"

The bard grinned as she opened her eyes agaith&mnéfted her head a little and
kissed her warrior on the cheek. Gabrielle theledobff Xena and slipped out of the
bed. She trailed over to her clothes on the t&iie. slipped into her skirt and then
heard her soulmate shift out of bed. Once she sjuser skirt she felt a warm
presence come up behind her.

The bard felt Xena's warm strong arms wrap arowndabross her bare breasts. She
leaned back into her partner and the feel of lediheshed against Gabrielle's back.
She sighed and brought up her hands to Xena's grasping them.

Xena leaned forward, her head going to the bagd'sShe whispered in a low voice.
"We need to be careful today with the council”

The younger woman nodded a little then repliedanlight tone. "Worried they'll
take something wrong?"

"That but we need to be careful how we say...apprdaicigs. | don't want to strike
an alliance with them that the Amazons might noable to keep"

"Yeah, considering | don't have Ephiny or the Amazouncil here"
"I know, we'll keep everything in the best interfestthe Amazon Nation"
The bard nodded in agreement. "Sounds good"

That's when the comforting silence came aroundri@ébdropped her head back as
Xena lifted her head some. Eyes locked and thédagtht hand went up behind the
warrior's head, she pulled Xena down. Their kiss lwag, conveying of love and
when that kiss was over, Gabrielle only turned adonm her soulmate's arm to kiss
again.

Once the second one was over did Xena releasealteep "We need to get moving
love"

"Right...let me just remember how to get changed"

The warrior laughed and kissed her soulmate offotiedead. Xena then turned to the
table to collect her armor and spot her bard pgilliar top on. By the time the bard
had everything of hers on did the older woman putter boots.

So in turn Gabrielle snagged her cloak along wigmXs. She slipped into hers and
waited for her soulmate. Xena tied her last boentstood back up and looked to her
bard, Gabrielle smiling to her. The warrior steppedr to the Amazon Queen and
Gabrielle helped her soulmate put the cloak on.

The soulmates then went down stairs to the tavdrere Cyrene was cleaning the bar
from the front side, she looked up when she sawp#irecoming down.

"Morning Mom"



"Good morning sweetie"

"Mother"

Cyrene smiled to her daughter and replied back.riiihg dear. Sleep well?"
Xena nodded the responded as well. "l did"

The innkeeper nodded her head. "Good. So you hpftbrbreakfast?"

Gabrielle looked up to her partner and Xena loakadn to her. The warrior then
looked back to her mother with a devilishly smigefinitely”

~F ok h

Gabrielle shifted her weight from her right footrter left as she stood in front of the
council. She nodded her head to something in agreenhis meeting is getting way
to long. She took a deep breath to calm herselted to stay focused on the topic at
hand.

"So it will be assured that Amphipolis will receiaa alliance with the Amazon
Nation?"

The bard brushed back a piece of hair behind bt gar then responded. "Yes, | can
guarantee you that the Amazon Nation will agreant@lliance. But what we need to
make terms as to the alliance. Although | can'hpse these terms because |
personally may not be allowed to approve the temitisout the consent of the council
and our regent"”

The head council member of Amphipolis nodded hedhéle sat in the center of this
long stretched table. Behind the table were sieothembers excluding the head
member. Xena stood beside the bard and was ligteairefully. The soulmates
though were both standing before the council intfkehile off to the side sat Ferus.

"That is fine by the council if the terms are net ggreed to. We prefer to wait till we
can speak with the Nation about the terms instéadeparing them now. If that is
alright with you Gabrielle?"

The Amazon Queen nodded her head. "That is fiheather wait myself"

The head council member nodded and looked to Xaadace stern. "And Xena, the
council has decided to make you a citizen of Amplgpagain. The reasons being
because first you saved Amphipolis from the warbréco over a year ago. Second
you stopped raiders from attacking Amphipolis aastlly because you saved
Constable Ferus from being killed"

The warrior looked from the council to the Consgalble grinned up at Xena. The
warrior nodded then looked back to the council.dfikiyou, I've missed being apart
of my hometown"

"Well then consider it your home once more Xena"

All the council members nodded as well all of themiling. The head council
member then rolled up one of two scrolls he hadant of himself. He then looked
back up to the soulmates. "The third issue we mustend with is the marriage



arrangements. Constable Ferus re-laid to me Xextaytlu wished to have an Amazon
Ceremony here. What is the purpose of having anzeém&eremony here?"

Xena took a deep breath and crossed her arms agamshest, she then answered.
"The idea behind it is to say kill two birds with@stone. If we do an Amazon
Ceremony in Amphipolis then | do believe the Amltigp and Amazon councils can
both approve of it as a marriage"

All the members began to talk in low whispers toheather. Some shaking their
heads, others nodding.

The head council member then spoke up load. "S¥leBeerybody went quiet. "And
exactly why an Amazon Ceremony?"

Gabrielle narrowed her eyes for a moment then tbakquestion. "Because it will be
required of me as being an Amazon even more sQteen"

The council members all nodded their heads. Thd twee still staring at the bard.

Xena then cut in. "I do believe that Amphipolis @oprove of the Amazon Ceremony
as a marriage, correct?"

The head looked up to Xena. "l would have to digbas with the other members"

Then another member at the far right end spok&Wpl the ceremony be under
control of Amphipolis or will the Amazons have coetgly control of the
ceremony?"

Gabrielle took that one. "The Amazons will be respble for setting everything up
and the arrangements, its custom"

The head council member nodded his head alongewvihybody else. "It sounds if
there would be little problems. Does everybody @gtéelhe head council member
looked down at the follow members to see themadiding or mumbling in
agreement. He looked back to the soulmates. Ytseal then. On Solstice day there
will be held an Amazon marriage ceremony for Xend @abrielle. The marriage will
be approved by the town of Amphipolis as a legalriage. In turn Gabrielle of
Poteidaia and Amazon Queen will become a citizedmphipolis. Finally the
Amazon Nation and Amphipolis will have an alliano®ler the terms agreed between
the Nation and Amphipolis. Is this agreed?" Thenmdumember looked to his right
and watched as each member raised their handfapan He then looked to his left
to see the members raise their hands up as wafjreement. He nodded and looked
once more to Xena and Gabrielle. "It is agreed thethe council of Amphipolis.

This meeting is over" The head council member bagaall his scroll up as the other
members all began to shuffle up out of their seats.

The soulmates looked to each other and grinnedri@l@bwanted to rush over into
her partner's arms but knew she couldn't quiteX@bta nodded for the door and they
made their way outside with Ferus following behinem. The soulmates walked a
few steps then heard somebody call for them.

"Xena and Gabrielle"

The pair stopped and turned back around to seeslEeraing up to them at a power



walk. He smiled to them and then came up to th&on{ratulations"

Gabrielle smiled and replied back. "Thanks you Galvie Ferus, you've been a great
help"

The Constable nodded his head. "Quite welcomesigiaed to help out”

Xena now smiled. "You were a great help Ferusltdbink we could have done it
without you"

Ferus smiled to the warrior. "lts good to have Ppack Xena, this town has seen a
large difference in you" He then took a deep breatrell now, I'll let you both go. A
lot of planning. Let me know if there're any prabki'

Gabrielle nodded. "We will, thanks you again Cohktd-erus"

He nodded. "Welcome again, bye" With that he trdaaféin the snow in opposite
direction the soulmates were headed.

The soulmates looked to each other. Gabrielle gdnf\We did it Xena"
Xena smiled. "Yup, now we just have to get throtlghceremony"
The bard laughed. "Oh that's the easy part"

The warrior arched an eyebrow. The Amazon Quegghkediand threw her arms
around her taller partner. Xena hugged her frieackland then grinned. She grasped
the bard's sides tightly and spun her around inciec The bard screamed joyfully
until her boots hit the cold snowy ground again.

Xena lowered her head so that her forehead toutieebard's. "You're the best thing
that's ever happened to me Gabrielle"

The younger woman smiled and replied back as skeegeaip into crystal eyes.
"Xena, I...gods there's just no words to express mueh | need you in my life. How
much I love you. | could never stop loving the athalf of my soul"

The warrior smiled very deeply as her eyes softéoedrare degree. She brought her
lips down to lightly kiss the bard on her lips #oguick instant. Xena smiled and
brought up a hand to the bard's back. "Come or,detbefore we freeze"

The pair began to walk to the tavern, the warrioasd had moved from Gabrielle's
back to her farthest shoulder. The smaller womamgd and shifted closer to her
soulmate and wrapped her left arm around Xena'stwaiena?"

"Mmm?"

"You think Toris is back by now? | mean he shougdbeen back yesterday. Mom
at breakfast seemed quite worried about him"

The warrior took a deep breath. "He's fine I'm sdust running behind 'cause of the
snow"

Gabrielle nodded her head. "You're probably right"

The soulmates walked on in silence for a little svehen climbed the stairs to the inn.



Once inside the warrior stomped off the snow inbaats, the bard didn't care.

Cyrene came out of her kitchen while wiping herdsaan her apron. "Thought that
was Toris. How was the meeting dears?"

Gabrielle smiled and began to walk up to Cyrendeuaplying. "We did it Mom"
"That's wonderful sweetie"
Xena came up long side her soulmate. "Went wellhddt

Cyrene looked up to her daughter with a smile. tBhgreat to hear dear. No
problems?"

Gabrielle shook her head. "Nope, they seem to ppyhaith the plans”

"That's just wonderful. So | guess this means lbaVe to send for your Amazon
friends?"

Gabrielle nodded her head. "Yeah, you don't mieantiall coming here Mom?"
The innkeeper smiled. "Oh no sweetie. How manyaoegxpect?"

The bard reflected then looked up to Xena. "Sewrite The warrior nodded her head
and Gabrielle looked back to Xena's mother.

"Seventeen then?" Cyrene thought then looked bpakitln a smile. "I can handle
that"

"Now Mom, they're a rowdy bunch these Amazons"
Cyrene chuckled at the bard's words. "Even betteetie, no worries"

The Amazon Queen was about to retort but the dothre tavern swung open. There
came stepping through the doorway was Toris, snmowim and falling to the floor.

Cyrene's face brightened up rather quickly. "Taint took you so long dear?"

The tavern owner smiled as Toris walked up to tloeg of women. "Just got caught
up in that snow storm. Sorry about that Mother" e shrugged out of his wet
cloak and tossed it to the nearest table.

His mother smiled and stepped up to him. "lts gmoskee you back dear" She then
engulfed her son into a large bear hug, he retutregally.

Once Cyrene stepped back, he looked to his sf3tena”
The warrior grinned. "Toris"

He then looked to Gabrielle who stood a littleront of the warrior and close to her.
"Its good to see you again Gabrielle"

The bard smiled. "Glad you made it back safely §ori

"Yes well it was a Hades' of an ordeal"



"l can imagine"

Toris' furrowed his eyebrows and he caught sighsioofiething. He reached down to
Gabrielle's left hand lifted the small woman's haitbw who's the lucky guy may |
ask?"

Gabrielle looked up from the ring to Toris withang "I'll give you one guess Toris"

Xena's brother released the bard's hands and ssecrtiis arms against his chest. "l
have no idea"

The Amazon Queen looked up to Xena and the wagrianed.

Toris caught this quite quickly. "No?"

The bard looked back to the man and nodded.

"I'll be centaur poop on a stick. When in Hadestdid happen?"

Xena now crossed her arms against her chest ameati®e question. "Yesterday"
"I'd never guessed. | guess you do know everytabaut her huh sis?"

The warrior rolled her eyes. "Toris"

The man chuckled. "Well congratulations to you bdihat's wonderful news"
"Thanks Toris"

"Thanks brother dear" Xena then grinned and pléogd of her hands on her
soulmate's shoulders. Her eyes locked with ToBg the way, she's mine"

Xena grinned, Cyrene grinned and the bard did dis we
Toris nodded his head and then grinned to hisrsi$teght, got that part"

The warrior nodded with a grin then removed herdsanom her soulmate's
shoulders.

"Toris let me know if you ever want a...female frighdan help you out. | know lots
of them"

Toris shifted his eyes to the bard and laughedyloWil keep that in mind Gabrielle,
thanks"

Gabrielle chuckled then looked to her soulmate higypletter?”

The warrior nodded her head. "Sounds good" Xena lttaked to Toris and her
mother. "Excuse us, we're off to get things ready"

Cyrene smiled to the soulmates. "Let me know if gead any help dears"

"We will Mother thanks" The soulmates then werelsfading to their room.

~F kK

Dear Ephiny,



Xena and | have been relaxing in Amphipolis forghst two weeks. Its been so
wonderful! | hope things are going well in the agke. We had a bit of a small
problem last week. There was a group of raidergtsofiAmphipolis. So Xena and |
went to a cavern they were hiding out in and foanttheir numbers. Once we did
the Constable of Amphipolis, Xena's brother Tofsna, few villagers, and myself
went to the cave and scared them off. They didsé pnuch of a problem. But so
much has been going on for the past couple of weeks

So, how are you and Solari doing? Are Ep and Tetakkang more? | could see there
was something in the makings there. Did everytgmagvell with Criostoir and the
other mercenaries after we left? | know that mastehbeen a big mess of a party to
clean up after.

Right now though Xena and | are requesting youar§dtponin, Teresa, the priestess
and the council to come to Amphipolis. Xena aneklemgaged and would love to
have an Amazon Ceremony done in Amphipolis fon@arriage. Ephiny, | can't wait
to tell you how Xena asked me to marry her. It s@scredible, you'll die to hear it.
You have to request the council and Artemis' pegssto come. We're planning the
date on Solstice day. Get back to me as soon asamulake care Eph. It'll be great
to hear from you!

Love,
Gabirielle

The bard lowered her quill from the scroll and readr it twice finding it
satisfactory. Gabrielle then dropped her quillite table and looked to the bed where
her soulmate sat.

"Xena?"

The warrior had between her teeth a bit of thrbéatl$he broke off. She pulled the
gauntlet away from her face and looked up to halnsate.

"Yeah?"

"Finished it up" Gabrielle then picked up the skanld stood up. She walked over to
the bed and sat beside her partner.

Xena placed the wrist guard down in her lap an#ddaat the scroll. She read over
the letter to Ephiny. Xena then nodded at the enbl@oked up to Gabrielle. "Can |
add something?"

The bard arched an eyebrow but nodded. "Sure"

The warrior trade with the bard, giving her the mfget and taking the scroll. She
walked over to the table where the quill was laynegr the ink well. Xena picked up
the quill, tipped it with ink then wrote at the bwh under the bard's signature.

P.S. Ephiny, do not even think of planning a péotythis marriage between
Gabrielle and I. We'll take care of that, sorrygot a small damper in your leathers.

Sincerely,



Xena

The warrior grinned then deposited the quill dowrtlee table again and reread it.
She kept her grin as she walked back to her soalarad handed the scroll to the
bard.

Gabrielle read the warrior's words then startedugh. "Xena you know that'll only
antagonize Eph to do one?"

"I'm counting on it"
The Amazon Queen chuckled and shook her head h8henbdded. "Looks good?"

The warrior's hands went to her hips. "Yeah, yal geip and I'll go find a
messenger. Deal?"

Gabrielle grinned. "How about you seal it andgdl find a messenger?"
Xena arched an eyebrow. "Why?"

"Because | want to get out and you can finish ymé your armor"
"Alright"

Gabrielle handed her soulmate the scroll and Xegrat vo the table and rolled the
scroll up. She then went to the bard's scroll stahd retrieved a red ribbon with her
bard's Amazon seal on it. Xena then tied the santhi it and turned back to the bard.
"Gauntlet?"

The bard looked down at the wristband in her hamdslooked back up with a
sheepish smile. "Whoops, sorry"

Xena grinned and took her gauntlet back and put.ifThe warrior handed her bard
the scroll as she stood up.

Gabrielle then walked over to the table again atdeved her cloak from behind the
chair she sat in earlier. "Okay I'll be back so@nX

The warrior nodded, she was back on the foot obddewith her other wristband.
"Don't take to long love"

The bard grinned and nodded her head. "I'll trytabShe then turned to her scroll
satchel and reached in. Her small right hand littech small leather pouch with
something inside. She placed the pouch inside otlbak where there was a small
inside pocket. Standing back up, Gabrielle turmeler soulmate and walked over to
the bed.

"Be careful"
"Xena, I'll be right across town, nothing to woatyout"
The warrior nodded. "l know, | just like you to bareful anyway"

The bard grinned. "Thanks" The younger woman ledoedard and kissed her
soulmate deeply, her right hand touching the wesremooth cheek. After pulling



away she grinned. "I'll be back, | love you" Galei¢ghen moved to the door, opening
it and going through.

"Love you Gabirielle"

The bard looked back to her soulmate before shythia door. She wink at Xena then
closed the door.

~*Part 13*~

The bard stepped out of a building, she'd justrgevenessenger her letter meant for
Ephiny. She could only hope it would arrive in #f@azon Nation within two to

three days. Gabrielle took a deep breath and rdaghevith her hands to the collar of
her cloak. She pulled the collar closer againstiwerat then looked to her left.
Taking a deep breath then releasing it and setinghe air, Gabrielle began to walk
down the snowy quiet streets of Amphipolis. Herdsadropping from her collar to
cross against her chest.

Passing by an array of buildings mostly shops fies gazed up at the signs. She then
came to one and grinned. Climbing the steps the Wwant inside of the shop, a man
looked up as she entered.

"Well its great to see you again Gabrielle"
The bard smiled at the man. "Nice to see you agairfPotestas"

The jewelry owner stood behind his counter, wigilogvn the counter a little with a
dirty rag. He turned behind himself and droppezhita stool. Turning back around he
kept his warm smile to the bard as Gabrielle walkgedo him. "So what may | help
you with Gabrielle?"

The Amazon Queen grinned. "I need a wedding band"

In a flash Potestas' face brightens up. "I havegelstock of them. Who's the lucky
person?"

The bard grinned. "Xena"

"Gods, that's wonderful Gabrielle. When did thippen?"
Gabrielle smiled then responded. "Just yesterday"
"That's stupendous, my congratulations Gabrielle"
"Thank you very much"

The jeweler nodded his head then went into a baairdirectly behind him between
two curtains. "So what kind of a band are you lagkior?" He came back out with a
wood box and a glass cover over top. "Somethirgglar small?"

The bard reflected. "Um...about medium size and ngtko plain”

Potestas grinned with a nod. "That's what | figurgddear" He placed the box down
on the counter and turned it so Gabrielle could geevn in it. "These are all my very
valuable and rare wedding bands. | only show tremyt special customers”



The bard looked up from them to Potestas with desi8he then looked back down.
Her eyes carefully looked over each and every Bimeling some to large, too small,
or a right size but not a design she wanted. Agahee to the end of the collection a
ring caught her eye.

In the lower right hand corner of the case wasld god silver band ring. The center
of the band was made of gold and had a Greek désigmmortality then
surrounding the gold was silver to make the gadadtout.

The bard's lips form into a lopsided smile. "Passtan | see that one right there?"
Gabrielle pointed to the ring.

Potestas nodded his head and opened the caseehdlgpulled the ring out of its
home and handed it to Gabrielle. "Very lovely ring"

The small woman grinned as she inspected the &ing.turned it every which way
looking at every detail. Now the size, next steptl8 bard slipped it on to her middle
right finger, to large for her middle. So she pthdeon her thumb and it was just a
smidge to big for her thumb. That's when the barelkit would fit her soulmate's
larger left ring finger. Almost perfect.

The bard looked up with a smile to the jeweletolie this one Potestas”
"That one? Lovely choice my dear. Engraving?"

"Was going to just ask you that"

"What would you like engraved?"

Gabrielle's emerald eyes looked down from Potdst#se ring, she thought. Looking
to the inside of the band she figured the spaditeg.face then brightened up as she
looked back to the jeweler.

"My soulmate forever"
Potestas nodded his head. "l do believe that'Nihen would you like this done by?"
"As soon as possible please”

The jeweler nodded again and Gabrielle carefullydea Potestas the ring. He kindly
took it and pulled out a bit of rough scroll paped quill, he jotted down something.
Looking back to the Amazon Queen.

"How much do | owe you Potestas?"

The jeweler shook his head, bringing up his riginidhin protest. "Nothing my dear.
You've done plenty for this village and Xena, thatl | need for payment”

"No Potestas | can't do that"
Potestas smiled very warmly. "May | speak freely?"
The bard nodded her head. "Please"

The jeweler took a deep breath then replied. "HEmistvillage could have been



destroyed by Draco but you helped bring Xena tp kim. Then second you both also
stopped those raiders. And you brought Xena baokehand stood beside her when
nobody else would. Gabrielle I've always careddena and | was quite sad to see
what happened to her. But now she's back and that'so your help. | can't thank you
enough for that. Please except the ring as al'lifeel insulted otherwise"

Gabrielle dropped her eyes then looked back up avitlarm smile. "Thank you
Potestas”

"Thank you my dear. I'll have it done within thidgys max, just stop by"

The Amazon Queen nodded. "Thank you again Potaktgyuly means a lot"
Gabrielle then reached out and the two shook h&fusthen began to head for the
door.

"Take Care Gabrielle"

The bard opened the door looked back and smiledu 'tgo, bye" With that the bard
was out the door and into the snowy streets. Gédbteowked down a ways through
the street. She looked up to the signs of diffestiops, she spotted one she wanted.
The Raggedy Shophe bard grinned and began to head down the $tréle¢ shop.

~Fk Kk

Xena shifted her right hand a little under her hé&itk took a deep breath and closed
her eyes again. This wasn't working, she couldEetswithout her soulmate. It just
doesn't work. The warrior chuckled at herself drehtsighed.

She lay on the bed, boots off, armor, wristbandd,aambands all off. The only thing
she lay in was her leathers. The only thing that efdwas her mind, off and
wandering. Each time she thought of the marriagent a shock of excitement and
started butterflies deep within. A smile slippedmher lips.

Crossing her legs at the ankles the warrior begahink about her soulmate. Think
about the number of changes that has occurredhni€lia’s life. There were
numerous negative ones as there were positive bioesow that she thought about it,
Gabrielle would only ever see the positives, tedtaw it always is with the bard.

Sighing again Xena's mind slipped to her days.[&gan to compare her life before
Gabrielle and since the time she met the youngenavo It amazed her the large
difference this one single person had on her Hifercules may have stopped the
warlord side but he never ever helped Xena undetdtarself. No a younger more
loving woman had stepped into her life and saievawords, kept at her side and
flashed her confident smiles. Xena then began lieveein herself again and in turn
understand herself.

Now, now she was about to be legally bind withlthed. Xena was quite happy with
the fact she was able to arrange a marriage. Febsthuck in her that she might not
have been able to do one. She knew to her barduldn't have matter but then Xena
knew how much it would mean to Gabrielle. And shligdanything just to make her
soulmate smile.

The door to the room opened, the warrior knew wheas a long while ago. Nothing
was said between the two people. Xena kept heragss as she heard the other form



take off their cloak then boots. Within a heartltbatwarrior felt a warm presence
come close to her. Warm lips claimed hers. Xenmgtd hand went up to caress a
smooth cheek.

The kiss broke after a few, the warrior openeddyes to look into emerald eyes.
Xena smiled deeply. "What took you?"

Gabrielle grinned and then moved herself to sithenside of the bed. "Bumped into
some people”

The warrior nodded her head. She then removedther band from under her head
to rest on her stomach with her right hand. "Getrttessage out?"

The bard nodded her head. "Yeah" Her right hand wernop of her soulmate's larger
hands. "They seemed to think it would take twdhte¢ days"

Xena nodded her head. "Sounds about right"

Gabrielle then bent her head down to Xena's angdhrekissed again. Gabrielle
found her hands on Xena's sides while the warrmovis hands went the bard's sides.
Soon the Amazon Queen had herself climbing ontdétewell it's more like onto
Xena as they kept kissing. Once the bard felt cowalibe on top of her soulmate she
stopped the kiss and dropped her head on top avdheor's chest.

Xena's right hand went up to rest on the bard'd,h@assaging it while her left arm
wrapped around Gabrielle's midsection.

"Xen?"
"Mmm?"
"Sparring?"
"Not now"

Gabrielle chuckled. "Later" That came out low. KMerm lips then began to kiss
Xena on the neck. It left the warrior feeling orefin each spot. Then it would shoot
to the center of her being. The warrior's hand wewler the bard's chin, lifting
Gabrielle's head. Xena captured her soulmate'sAipg well, we can figure the rest
out for ourselves.

~Fk Kk

Soon after the soulmates'...rest they got up latedrafternoon to spar for a good two
candlemarks then head back to the inn. There thdyah early dinner and Gabrielle
later on in the evening told stories to the patminthe tavern. By the end of her
lengthy stories she was smiling and thanking evaatybOnce she thanked everybody
she went to her partner, finally being with the peeson she wanted to be near. Xena
had given her a very warm smile and her eyes twthkb the bard, Gabrielle knew
that was Xena's way of congratulating her for tioeiess and captive audience.

But the following day was more peaceful aroundttven. They'd expected Ephiny to
be receiving their message either today or tomartbay hoped. The soulmates had
five days till Solstice day, not much time. The slgassed on and on, the warrior and
bard preparing for their marriage, mentally.



~k ik ko
The regent looked up as one of her Amazons enietedher hut. "Hi Ep"

The weapons masters smiled and stepped up to Epliesk, she adjusted the cloak
on herself then replied to Ephiny. "How are you Eph

The Amazon Regent looked up from a scroll on hekde the other Amazon, she
smiled. "Good, yourself?"

"Not to bad"
"Anything going on | don't know about?"

The weapons master grinned. "Actually yeah, Sblasia message for you. It's from
Gabrielle, just came in from a messenger out of Aimgis"

Ephiny nodded as she stood up, she pulled her letaak off the back of her chair.
She slipped into the cloak. "Where's Solari?"

Eponin thought for a moment. "I believe she's stillpatrol”

"Great, thanks Ep" The regent began to move texiteof the hut, Eponin right
behind her. "Ep, why didn't Solari bring it?"

The weapons master shrugged her shoulders. "ShstilVaslking to the messenger
when | came to find out"

Ephiny nodded her head as Eponin closed the ddondéhem. The two Amazons
were outside heading out of the village to the veod@ahce outside of the gates of the
village they came to the forest.

"Lead the way Ep"

The weapons master nodded her head and steppatiagahiny. The pair went
through the forest for a ways and then up aheacetlient could see three people. One
is a young man, Solari, and then Teresa all stgndithe snow bundled up. The
second in command was talking to the messenger.

"What's up?"

Solari looked up after hearing her regent's vasbe, smiled. "Message for you Eph"
She handed the scroll over to the regent and Epbolyit.

The regent untied the ribbon then unrolled thelk@be began to read. Her burrows
furrowed together at the first bit, the second BhE grinned at then chuckled to
herself. Then she came to the last paragraph ylesneiden immediately. "Gods" She
kept reading a little hastily and then read thé fsam Xena, that made her chuckled
with a devilish grin.

"What's going on Eph?"

The regent looked up from the scroll and rollediptas she looked to her second in
command, replying to her. "Seems as if our Quegetisng married"

"What? Are you kidding? When?"



Everybody chuckled at Solari's words and Ephinywaned her second in command's
guestion. "Solstice is the date. They want you, gpesa, the council, priestess and
myself there"

"An Amazon Ceremony?"
The regent looked to Teresa nodded then retortekl Béeah, that's the plan”

Eponin looked to her regent. "If they plan on itsSice then that doesn't leave us
much time. What five days till Solstice?"

Ephiny nodded her head at the weapons master.iiNoh time. We better leave
early tomorrow morning" Ephiny then looked to thee messenger. "Exactly how
long did it take you to get here?"

The young man reflected then replied back. "Abwuat tlays"
"The roads treacherous?"

The man shook his head then answered back todgleatté'Not to bad at all. No ice
yet"

Ephiny nodded her head. "Good. What's your name?"
The young man smiled. "Michael, but everybody cailés Mike for short"

The Amazon Regent nodded her head. "Okay, herejsléim everybody. I'll get
together the council and priestess today and byndamorrow we'll head out of here.
Mike, you can ride with us, make things simple"

Everybody nodded their heads. Ephiny then lookdtketassecond in command. "Take
Mike to a hut for the night"

Solari nodded her head and looked to Michael. "fhllsiw me"

The young man nodded his head and followed behaotaiSEponin and Teresa
looked to the grinning regent. Eponin being thstfio say anything about Ephiny's
look. "There's something else you're planing | dinEph"

The regent grinned and looked up to her weaponsem&¥up"

Part 4

Section 4

~*Part 14*~

"I wonder if anybody is home?"

Solari grinned at Ephiny's words as she lookecetardgent. Ephiny looked around in
the tavern for somebody, anybody.

That's when the door behind the bar swung opealdar woman came out. Her hair



was black and curly, high cheekbones but shortu"¥ew must be the Amazons”

Ephiny smiled to the older woman and replied. "I&phiny, I'm looking for
Gabrielle. My guess is you're Xena's mother"

The innkeeper chuckled as she came up to the twazAns. "I am, Cyrene. Nice to
meet you Ephiny" The tavern owner then looked taisd'And you are?"

The second in command smiled. "Solari Ma'am"

Cyrene smiled. "Nice to meet you too Solari" Shentlooked back to the regent.
"Gabirielle is out right now with Xena. They're dgia little sparring, left just awhile
ago"

"When do you expect them back?"

The innkeeper's hands went to her hips. "Hopegdiyn actually. By the way, | have
rooms for you and your friends. Seventeen if | anhmistaken?"

The regent nodded. "Yes there's seventeen of ud.d#u't think you would want to
put up with all of us"

Cyrene grinned. "No | can handle a pile of Amazdwus,had worse"

Solari chuckled and the regent grinned at the staonommand. Ephiny then looked
back to Cyrene. "Thank you Cyrene, greatly apptedia

"Quite welcome. Now then, there are nine rooms. fv@e don't mind sleeping in
pairs?"

"Oh no, we'll be fine with that"

"Wonderful, the stable is right out side I'm sucelgaw. They'll be taken care of by
my stable manger"

Ephiny nodded and looked to her second in commi&wal outside and tell everybody
to stable up their horses and come in with theiff'st

Solari nodded her head. "No problem, be back" Wi#t said Solari went stomping
out of the inn and to the other Amazons standirtgide waiting.

The regent heard the door close and she lookedtb&lrene. "Thank you again for
putting all of us with a room and food"

Cyrene nodded a little and answered. "Well youfideads of Gabrielle's so that
means you're friends of mine as well"

Ephiny grinned, that sounded like Xena. "Yes wadlv if | could just get a hold of
the Queen"

"You might be able to find her and Xena just behenkern, that's normally where
they go to practice"

The regent nodded her head. "Thank you. I'll havgotsee if they're there" Ephiny
then turned around heading to the door, Cyrenehedtber go.



As soon as the regent's feet hit the snowy gronedaoked up, she noticed very
small snowflakes coming down. She mumbled somethinter her breath to nobody
but herself. "We got here just in time" The Amazogged her cloak closer against
her body and looked to her left to where the stable. She hears the nickering of
horses as she walks closer to the barn. Once spg istto the doorway she spots her
second in command. "Solari?"

The Amazon looks up from inside of the stall to regrent. "Hey Eph"

"Look, I'm going to go find Gabrielle and Xena. éfteverybody is done here just
have them go inside of the inn till | get back"

Solari nodded her head. "No problem"

"Good" The regent then began to turn around, sipgsd in mid action. "Solari?"
"Yeah?"

"Make sure you get us a good room"

Solari grinned to herself. "Anything for the redent

Ephiny turned her head to the right to glance kdg at Solari, she grinned. "Keep it
that way"

"Yes my Queen"

The regent chuckled then looked back ahead, shepsid back out into the snowy
cloudy day. She trekked past the inn to the baglr the woods. Entering in the
woods she noticed tracks in the snow, two sets.lfimehe other small, definitely the
soulmates. She grinned and began to follow theat'stivhen she began to hear
fighting going on. Xena's voice rung through the ai

"Gabirielle if you duck first then swing, | thinKlitbe more...effective"

The regent chuckled at the warrior's words. Sheecianthe clearing where they were,
she watched them. Ephiny smiled at the sight asestmed to her left against a tree.

Xena brought her sword down on the bard, Gabrsttipping it with her staff. But
Xena never backed off, instead she took two sties®c Their bodies almost
touching by mere inches. Xena peered down intsbelmate's eyes. Gabrielle
grinned up at her soulmate.

So in turn the warrior bent her head down clos8abrielle's. "We have company”
In that instant Xena heard her partner let a loswgjfrom her lips. "Who?"

Xena grinned. "Your regent"”

"Hades, she has some bad timing"

Xena's grin definitely went a little devilish noiwvhy?"

Gabrielle arched an eyebrow. "You know why"



Now the warrior's eyes began to twinkle. She brobgh sword down along with
Gabrielle's staff with a strong force. The staffl aword at the soulmate's sides. With
Xena's free hand she brought it up to the bardslchnd leaned in. The kiss was long
and loving, it sent fires through the women's bsdie

Once it ended Xena looked up with cold eyes to Bphihe warrior's blue eyes
locked with Ephiny's zircon eyes. Xena then lookadk to her partner, she released
the bard. Taking a step back she sheathed her sV@leti you made it Ephiny”

The regent grinned. She straightened up from #eednd walked over to the pair. She
then smiled. "Well I'd say the same if | hadn't jgist such a cold look™

The warrior smirked. "Bad timing Ephiny"
Ephiny nodded her head.
By then Gabrielle had turned around to face EpHhi&gfe trip Eph?"

The regent looked to her friend. "It was, mada iho time" Ephiny then smiled very
warmly and without warning she pulled the bardandn embrace. "Congratulations
Gabrielle"

The bard returned the hug back in the same foroee @hey pulled back, she smiled
up to her Amazon friend. "Thank you. We're bothitext’

"I know" Ephiny then looked up to the warrior weirsmile. Xena smiled back.
Ephiny shifted to the taller woman and pulled mefor a huge hug as well.
"Congratulations Xena"

"Thanks Eph"

After releasing the warrior the regent stepped hiadkce both women. "So in two
days is the big day. You don't leave us much timetywo"

Gabrielle chuckled. "Have to keep everybody onrttoss”
Ephiny rolled her eyes. "To say the least Gabtielle

Xena then spoke up before anybody could say anythiret's go back to the inn so
we can stay warm"

The other two women nodded at that. So the threaemaall migrated back to the
tavern, going inside.

Gabrielle grinned and then nodded. "That's altithe you have Eph"

The regent sighed. She then leaned forward piakmiger mug. After drinking from
it she slowly put it back down on the table as ghake. "Well, this is going to be the
quickest Amazon ceremony in history"

The bard kept her grin and looked to the watrrior.

Xena saw her bard's grin and mirrored it back. t8ba looked to Ephiny. "Well |
have confidence you can do it Eph”



The regent sighed and looked to Xena. The warabtcsthe right of the bard across
the table. "Thanks Xena, that helps"

Gabrielle chuckled and crossed her arms in her'&pEph, how long did it take you
to get here?"

The regent reflected for a moment. "Around...fourteandlemarks. We left early this
morning. Surprised we made it here when we did"

The bard nodded at that. "I thought you'd be hameotrow. Made good time"

Ephiny nodded too. "Definitely, the roads werem'b&ad. We also brought the
messenger back"

Gabirielle smiled at that. "Good, | don't think hanted to trek back in all of this
snow"

"That's what | figured" Ephiny's gaze then wandexeibss the tavern. The council sat
on the other side of the tavern at a table togetimgversing. Solari, Eponin, Teresa,
and the priestess all sat together at another, titkeng as well. The regent looked
back to the soulmates.

The Amazon Queen reached up to her mug of cideytab pick it up. "So how are
you Solari doing?" She then lifted her mug to dirdm it.

"We're doing well"

The bard nodded as her mug came back down toltee t8he then grinned. "Has she
moved into your hut yet?"

The Amazon laughed a little then replied. "I'verbeaiting for that one myself"

"Actually Gabrielle" The bard looked to her warremmd Xena went on. "Ephiny is
moving into Solari's hut"

The bard snickered and then looked to her regent.
Ephiny rolled her eyes. "You wish Xena"
The warrior looked to the regent. "Oh | don't wisknow"

The regent huffed as she lifted her mug again.t&blea big gulp of her drink then
settled it back on the table.

Gabrielle arched an eyebrow at Ephiny. "She dodeny it..."

Ephiny grinned. She sat more up into her seat. "&oe.we planning to have anybody
other then the Amazons at the ceremony?"

The Amazon Queen looked to her soulmate with g gmmwarrior understanding the
look. Gabrielle then looked back to her Amazonridie"Yup...Cyrene, Toris,
Amphipolis council, and probably a few villagerdivise there"

The regent nodded. "Is there any sort of deal beiade with Amphipolis over this?"



Xena took that question. "There is, Gabrielle agitbat the Amazon Nation would
set up an alliance with Amphipolis"

Ephiny furrowed her brows as she looked to theimariWhat sort of an alliance?"
"That's between you, Gabrielle, and the council”

The Amazon nodded her head. "When's that meeting?"

The bard looked from Xena to Ephiny. "After the mage once it's approved"
Ephiny nodded her head. "Sounds great. | thinkavehandle that"
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The day lagged on for the soulmates. The Amazorik@nther hand rested for the
day, catching their breaths from the long ride fribva village to Amphipolis. By the
night, Ephiny and her other Amazons were conjugatétphiny and Solari's room
talking, with the exception of the council.

"Are you sure Eph?"

The regent sighed and looked to her second in cordniaes, | told them. They'll be
here on time"

Solari nodded her head and the priestess lookéd Hphiny. "Exactly when do you
plan for them to show up in the ceremony?"

The regent reflected then responded to the prigstes priestess Maired. "They'll be
there directly at the end Maired, that's the plan”

The priestess nodded her head. "Wise choice"
Ephiny nodded at Maired. "That's what | thoughté&Thagent then grinned.

Maired grinned back and chuckled. "Yes well | démihk Artemis want's any of her
ceremonies interrupted"

Ephiny nodded in agreement.
That's when Eponin cut in. "Eph, how are we gomgtrk things?"

All five of the Amazons in this one single room weollected in different spots.
Solari, Maired, and Ephiny sat at the table. Whieky had pushed to the foot of the
bed in the center of the room. On the end of tlieda¢ Teresa with Eponin, bodies
rather close.

Ephiny looked up to Eponin on the bed. "Tomorrowneed to find out where we're
performing the ceremony. Once we do that we neggtthings organized there. The
following day Solari and | will take care of prepay Gabrielle for the wedding while
you and Teresa take care of Xena"

Eponin and Teresa nodded their heads in agreememgsa then asked a question.
"Do we even know if Amphipolis has a temple dedddatio Artemis?"

Ephiny shook her head. "No they don't. They hawetorAthena, small. But that's it.



We might just be doing this outside"
Solari grinned. "That's going to be a cold one"

The regent chuckled as she looked to her secooonmmand. "Well, whatever the
Queen wants the Queen gets now"

Solari nodded at that and everybody chuckled. "Bphwhat does the council think
about this?"

The regent sighed then responded to her secormmmand. "The council agrees
with the exception of one"

Solari rolled her eyes. "How many guesses do bgetho it is?"
"One guess"
"Masika maybe?"

The regent groaned a little. She then crossedrives against her chest. "Yeah
unfortunately”

"What is Masika's problem?"
Ephiny looked up to her weapons master. "Xenarnpheblem”

"She has something against Xena huh?" Eponin th#acdafter that, crossing her
arms against her chest too.

The regent shook her head. "Yeah, don't know wiaigh"
"Somebody needs to set her straight”" After saymadg Solari grinned at her regent.

"I think we all know who's going to set her stralgBverybody laughed at Ephiny's
words. "Okay everybody, why don't you each heagbto rooms. We have to get up
early tomorrow, it's going to be a long day"

All the Amazons nodded their heads in agreementbagdn to stand up. They all left
with a word of goodnight, except for Solari.

She still sat in her seat watching everybody gaehey did she looked to her regent
with a smile. "You're going to go find Gabriellehf

The regent sighed. "Yeah | need to talk to herldyid won't be long" Ephiny then
stood up from her seat as did the other Amazont'Siwaen Ephiny took a step closer
to Solari.

The bard lifted her head from looking down at hepB. "Come in"

The door swung open and the regent stepped inansthile. "Need to talk to you
Gabrielle...and Xena if she's here"

Before the bard could respond the warrior did fer. H'm here" Xena came out of a
room off to the regent's left that she hadn't skethe warrior's hand was a towel.



"Problems Eph?"

The Amazon sighed and moved over to the table Glidsat at. She pulled out the
other chair across from the bard. "A small one"

Xena nodded her head, she shifted to sit down el of the bed and looked to her
soulmate and regent.

Gabrielle already is staring at Ephiny. "What's pheblem?"
"Masika is the problem”
The bard groaned. "l forgot about her"

The Amazon nodded her head. "That's what | figuEserybody in the council will
approve of your marriage but Masika"

"And considering she's the head member, we havajarnssue” Once those words
passed between the bard's lips, she crossed heagamst her chest.

Ephiny nodded her head at Gabrielle's words. "$latbut the gist of it"

Xena stared down at the towel in her hands. Sheetbap to Ephiny. "What's she
been saying?"

The Amazon looked to the warrior. "That's just @i, nothing. The entire ride here
she's said nothing. That concerns me"

The warrior nodded her head. "Well then..." Xena begastand up, Gabrielle and
Ephiny staring at her. "I'll take care of her" TWarrior Princess then smiled.

"Xena" Warning tone. The warrior looked to her soale. The bard then continued
on but more in a light voice. "Let me talk to her"

"l could get the point across better Gabrielle"
"Yes which type of point is what I'd like to knov@®¥vord point or dagger?"
Xena grinned at her partner. "Haven't decidedmet/be both"

The bard grinned despite herself, she shook hat wed looked back to the warrior.
"Seriously Xena, let me talk to her. And if thaieda't work...you can have a "talk"
with her"

Sapphire eyes looked up from the towel back to {@iér Xena nodded her head and
the bard smiled.

Gabrielle then looked back to her friend. "Go gehe sleep Eph, tomorrow is going
to be a long day"

The Amazon nodded her head at that. "Yeah, sledpyaetwo” The regent stood up
and made her way to the door. As she left she hteardarrior and bard's voices call
back saying goodnight.

The door closed behind the regent and Gabrielleddao her soulmate. "What is it



with Masika?"

Xena sighed. "I have no idea" The warrior then weadk into the washroom to
deposit the towel, she came back out. Her gatelteoko the bard. Both soulmates
still fully dressed in their normal attire.

Xena bent down to one knee in front of her bard. |eige hands going to Gabrielle's
lap. "We need to get some sleep too"

Gabrielle nodded her head. "Yeah" She looked tsthell on the table then back to
Xena with a sleepy smile. "I'm not in the mooditosh this story up” Gabrielle then
uncrossed her arms, her hands falling on top osbeimate's hands.

The warrior stared up into her partner's eyes.salaesome concern in them. "What
you worried about?"

The Amazon Queen sighed, her fingers lightly rugl@nross Xena's hands. "Just
about Masika"

Xena smiled confidently. "We'll take care of it.é&hnot going to stop us, promise”

The bard smiled. "Yeah I know. | just wish sheghten up with you. She's judging
you without knowing you first"

The warrior took a deep breath. "Well I'll always/b that"
Gabrielle's face went a little hard at that. "Notny nation as long as | am Queen”

Xena's eyes dropped for a second then she looladupa "And what you going to do
then Gabrielle? Kick everybody out of your natibthey don't like me?"

"No, she doesn't have to like you but she hasdpe® you as a human being"
Gabrielle then sighed. "Xena its just | don't wiembe doing things in the nation with
your help and have Masika question them every dama It's ridiculous”

The older woman sighed some. She dropped her beadfioment then looked back
up to the bard. "Give her time Gabrielle. Maybe'lsbhbange perspective. Its been
known to happen huh?" Xena then smiled, her haghghing over Gabrielle's.

The bard smiled back. "Yeah | know, just get sitk"oXena nodded at that in
agreement. "Xen?"

"Mmm?"
"It really doesn't matter in the end"
The warrior arched an eyebrow in question.

Gabrielle grinned. "Nothing matters" She bent faxveoser to Xena, her forehead
touching Xena's. "Nothing matters when it comegow and I"

Xena grinned up at her soulmate. "Nope, you onliteniaThe warrior brought up her
right hand under the bard's chin. She brought #nd'®lips to her own. Their lips
locking in a kiss.



~*Part 14*~

The next day was busy to say the least of courseink in the early A.M. hours
quickly found out the ceremony would be held owsfghe had little problem with
that. The rest of the Amazons though, well thers avéot of grumbling,
understatement. So now all the Amazons were lodkingard to having a long
Amazon ceremony outside in the cold.

The Amazons set up the ceremony for outside. Thepsa small stage in the center
of the town which they got from Constable Ferug)h€hen they proceeded to
decorate the stage with Amazon ritual items, theitvon for a better part of the day.
Ephiny and the priestess Maired on the other haldire hardest job. And that was
to watch Solari, Eponin and Teresa set up the camgn©Occasional the priestess and
regent would intervene on the setup, find sometbungof order. And then there was
always the Amazon council. They watched the yougeazons set up the
ceremony. Every now and again the council memberddvalk among themselves.
Masika had little to say, she just glared at tlaget

So this went on for the entire day. While our twalsates were inside of the warm
tavern. Cyrene had numerous decorations she waptéat Solstice eve. Solstice eve
being tonight. Here and there Gabrielle would gokliato the kitchen where Cyrene
was to help cook. The tavern owner planned to tia@¢avern closed for the night.
Instead she was making a huge feast for Xena, @k oris, the Amazons, and
Constable Ferus.

Gabrielle came out of the kitchen from helping @ge@nd found Xena stepping down
off a chair. "Like you needed a chair to reach thgh"

The warrior looked to her soulmate and grinneddtdifeel like pulling any
muscles”

The bard rolled her eyes and looked up to see ¥#@aa put up. Over the mantle of
the fireplace were a plethora of garland and piine. smell of the pine began to fill
the room.

Gabrielle moved to her soulmate. Her right hantinetively going to the warrior's
side. "Hey Mom wants the square tables all putttegeor the dinner, right in the
center of the tavern”

Xena looked up around in the tavern. They're gtongeed a lot of tables with
twenty-two people at the dinner. "We can handl¢'tha

The bard chuckled at her soulmate and Xena lookeH to her partner. The warrior
then lowered her head down to her soulmate's. Kissgd.

Once they pulled back, Gabrielle smiled up at hieewohalf. "Come on tiger, let's get
this stuff moving...and ourselves"

Xena chuckled at Gabrielle. The pair then went éokwat pushing the round tables
off to the sides of the tavern and placing the sgjoae's altogether in the middle.

By late afternoon the regent and her second in camincame stomping into the
tavern.



"Stop right there"

The two Amazons froze in the doorway as if theystichething wrong. They arched
their eyebrows at the warrior.

"What Xena?"

The warrior grinned devilishly at Ephiny's questasGabrielle came up to her side.
The bard looked up to her soulmate and Xena lodke¢h at her. The warrior saw
the question behind her eyes and so Xena lookddugato over the doorway. The
Amazon Queen followed her gaze and spotted whabweaisthe doorway hanging
down. Gabrielle grinned.

"Above you two"

Quickly the two Amazons looked up above them, thgpressions dropping.
Ephiny looked back to the two soulmates. "Very fujoke Xena"

"It's not a joke"

Solari looked to her regent. "How what you afraideph?"

Ephiny lightly glared at Solari then looked to Igreen. "Was this your plan too?"
Gabrielle grinned and crossed her arms againsthest. "Nope”

"That's alright Eph, | forgot you can't handle that

The regent arched an eyebrow at the warrior's w@&@ks then looked back up again at
the green and red mistletoe. She then looked tadtgrat her second in command.
Turning her body fully to Solari, Ephiny brought ber right hand to the other
Amazon's right cheek. Leaning in the regent capther second in command's lips.

Xena grinned as the kiss went on, she looked teti@mate.

The bard looked up and grinned. She leaned tceffteclbser to Xena and whispered
up to her. "Sneak, good plan”

The warrior chuckled and they both looked up toteeeAmazons end their kiss.

Once the regent's head was far enough away tomboker eyes, Solari grinned.
"We'll have to walk under that more often”

Ephiny evilly grinned at the other woman. "Maybdi€elregent's thumb grazed across
the other Amazon's warm lips. "Or we'll just haweet some”

Solari arched an eyebrow and Ephiny removed hed fram the second in
command's face. The two Amazons then completelgnaioer where they were and
looked to the warrior and bard. Solari then begaolush, Ephiny coughing a little to
draw attention away.

Gabrielle snickered a little. "Excuse me | havgadhelp Mom" The bard disappeared
behind the kitchen door rather quickly.



Xena grinned to herself. "Glad you both like thesthetoe. Have some extra if you
want some"

Solari shook her head. "Uh nope what you have theedoor is just great Xena" The
Amazon took a deep breath. "Excuse me too" Thenskitcocommand in a flash
opened the door of the tavern and busted througddbr into the cold day. Her body
slowly cooled down from the kiss earlier.

Ephiny watched her second in command go. Oncedbedosed behind her the
regent looked back to Xena. "You're a trouble mateara”

The warrior grinned. "So I've been told" Xena th@wked back around to see the
kitchen door open back up.

Gabrielle came back out with huge linens in hersariNeed some help"
Xena nodded her head and shifted to her partnabléTcloths?"

The bard nodded and Ephiny shifted from the dodhéaen large tables in the center
of the tavern. The three women began to place tdbtbes over the table.

Gabrielle straightened out the last corner onitienland looked to her regent.
"Where's Teresa, Eponin and Maired?"

Ephiny looked up. "Still in the square organizihg tast of the ceremony"
Gabrielle nodded her head. "They should be back sgbt?"
The regent smiled. "Yeah"

The bard grinned. "Great" She then looked to X&@an you go get Constable
Ferus?" The warrior nodded her head. Gabrielle kbeked to Ephiny. "And can you
go get Toris for me? He should be upstairs in tas. And then the other
Amazons?" Ephiny nodded her head. "Great" Gabrietiked to her soulmate. "Mom
and | are going to get the food out. Dinner in..ekfh minutes?"

Xena nodded her head with a smile. "Good, I'll bekan a flash" The bard nodded
and watched as Xena went to the door. Xena grabéedoak off the table to her
right on a round table. She slipped it on and veenthe door. Gabrielle watched as
Ephiny went up stairs. The bard went into kitchen.
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By nightfall everybody but Teresa and Eponin wetteng at the dinner table. Granted
Gabrielle and Cyrene weren't either. Those two werag back and forth between the
kitchen and dinner table putting food out or geftilninks.

The bard came out of the kitchen with a huge raglads bowl of steaming mashed
potatoes. That's also when the tavern door swuag apd Teresa and Eponin came
tracking in.

The Queen grinned and settled the bowl down otathle as the two Amazons
stamped their feet on the floor to get the snowtledm. Everybody at the table
watches the two Amazons but the bard. Gabrielledddack up and saw the two
Amazons about to move. "Hold it right there"



The two Amazons went stiff where they stood. Themked to their Queen with
guestioning faces.

Gabrielle grinned and pointed to what hung overr theads. Eponin looked up first
then Teresa did. Teresa then looked to Eponinbdissh crept up her neck to mask
over her face.

The weapons master looked to the other Amazonc8&ighed. Looking to Gabrielle
with a pleading look. "Really Queen Gabrielle?"

The bard grinned, her eyes sparkled. "Really"

The weapons master grumbled. "Gods' damn mistlétéief saying that, without any
warning to Teresa. Eponin kissed the other Amak@n.every intent was to make the
kiss light and quick. But Eponin couldn't stop ledéirfrom deepening it, definitely
considering Teresa helped her along. The pair glpwlled back and Teresa opened
her eyes to gaze into the weapons master's. Shéaibleed around herself and
realized there were people. The young Amazon btlisigain while the weapons
master smiled lovingly to the other Amazon. Teldes&ed back to Eponin in time to
see that smile, she smiled back in the same depth.

"Sit down you two"

Eponin nodded her head at Ephiny. The standing Ammleft the space near the door
to sit down at seats across from each other. Thaaks going to the back of the chair.
Once they sat down, Xena stood up as soon as Galmaene back out again from the
kitchen.

The warrior came up to her soulmate, taking thellwdwarrots from her. "Go sit
down"

"It's alright | got it Xena"

Xena smiled. "I know but you've done enough. Siw@nd I'll take care of
everything. Okay?" It had all been whispered, tlaerior's back to everybody at the
table.

Gabrielle looked up into warm sapphire swirled ey&hanks"

The warrior smiled. "No problem" She then placeyplik kiss to her partner's
forehead. Gabrielle smiled and moved to sit dowth@table. The warrior placing
turning around to place the carrots down on thiet&he then went into the kitchen
to her mother.
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The warrior relaxed into her seat, her stomachatio filled. She hadn't eaten like
this since...well let's just say she couldn't quaemberl'm going to be real out of
shape thanks to Mother's cookingena grinned inwardly at that. To her left sat her
soulmate then to her right sat Ephiny. Ephiny wasying on a conversation with
Solari. The bard though was listening to a talee$amwas telling from her original
tribe, Eponin was surely listening intently.

Xena grinned at that. She then looked to her saelnfdne warrior slipped her left
hand over to the bard's leg, resting there. Gdbradll of a sudden smiled and it wasn't



because of Teresa's story necessarily. Her rigid Bipped off the arm of the chair.
Her hand now resting on top of her soulmate's fanged.

The night went on. Everybody laughing and havimggad time. Why wouldn't they
be? Soon two soulmates would be locked togetheraimiage. Not to mention it is
Solstice Eve. It is a good night to relax and erij@y As the night progressed on, the
bard was swindled into a few stories. She had noblpm with that and got up to tell a
few. By the time it was late at night, the food akhgone and settling into
everybody's stomachs did people begin to shifottogoed. Constable Ferus was
escorted back to his home by Toris. Once Toris daack he went to his room,
feeling the effects of the port from over dinneheTAmazons were quick to follow
with the exception of Masika. Each going to théiared rooms but Masika went
outside. All that was left was Cyrene, Xena andrigib.

The bard was slouched a little in her seat. Shiedlddo her soulmate with a warm
smile. "l think I'm going to go outside for a sedbiXena nodded her head. Gabrielle
stood up and migrated out of the tavern withoubalc

Cyrene looked to her daughter across the tablshdsokay?"
The warrior nodded. "Yeah, she just wants to talkasika"

The tavern owner nodded. Cyrene then stood up egarbto collect the dishes. The
warrior also stood up to help with clearing theléab
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"Masika"

The Amazon turned her head at hearing the Queeharahame. "Queen Gabrielle"
She bowed her head some as the bard approached.

"We need to talk"

"Of course. What seems to be the problem my QueEn@’Amazon was near the
stables seeming to relax, or was. Gabrielle cante her side, her eyes cold.

"You're the problem”

Masika's eyes narrowed at the bard. "Could you beerapecific my Queen?"
"Centaur shit Masika, you know damn well what latking about"

"If the Queen means the marriage with Xena theot'l d

"Masika, don't play mind games with me"

The Amazon took a deep breath, she crossed heragyansst her chest. She looked to
Gabrielle. "You know what | think of the marriage:€gn Gabrielle”

The bard's hands went to her hips. "Actually | tibtdsika. All I know is you have a
staff up your ass over Xena for some gods' be daason or another"

"What would my opinion matter anyway Queen Galei@liGabrielle took a deep
breath, her eyes dropping to the ground. Masikeaséically smiled and looked back
to the sky. "Exactly my point Queen Gabrielle,oedn't. Either way, you and Xena



will go through with this marriage”

"Yes but I'd like to have the council's approvaftek her words the bard looked up to
the Masika.

The head council member looked back to Gabriead'you will Queen Gabrielle. It
was agreed upon last night, majority ruled"

"But | do not have the head council member's voté?d
Masika looked back to the sky. "No, never"
"Why Masika?"

The older Amazon whipped her head to look at thid.b&Vhy do you care Queen
Gabrielle?" The Amazon's eyes were cold and hard.

The bard took a deep breath. "Because you're omgy &mazons. If you have a
problem with Xena then you have a problem with haan't like it when that happens
in my nation. | like to know what's wrong so it daa fixed. Basically it comes down
to me giving a big damn about every last Amazopision in my nation. | maybe be
Queen but I will not rule like one without everylyoareeing first"

Masika nodded her head, she looked back to thagiy. Gabrielle waited for an
answer as silence took over.

Masika crossed her arms against her chest, sheatdekp breath. "I must say you're
quite the different Queen this nation has ever had"

The bard huffed. "Don't know if that's good or bad"

The older Amazon looked to Gabrielle, a very fingle seemed to just faintly crease
Masika's lips. "It's a good thing my Queen" Thecheauncil member sighed and
looked back to the night sky. "I have a problenthv{ena because | have a problem
with my past”

"What?"

Again Masika sighed and looked back to the Que&rnofig time ago before |
became an Amazon | got caught up with a warlordiri@de's mind quickly worked
with that new information as Masika kept explainingr eyes drifting away into the
past. "She was a fairly good warlord and she'dadigtbought me as her personal
slave. | became quite emotionally involved withstivarlord" Masika stopped and
took a deep breath. "Well my Queen" She lookeddbri@lle. "Lets just say she
wasn't emotionally involved with me and used mes 8lmost killed me but | escaped
and the Amazons found me. Took care of me and &eé&xmazon since
that...experience"

Gabrielle's eyes dropped to the snowy ground. &bleeld back up and brought her
right hand up to Masika's closes crossed arm.sémy Masika" She took a deep
breath. "I know what you're thinking. You think X@will do the same thing to me?"

The head council member nodded her head. "Yes negQuhat's what | think. Old
memories never seem to leave. | was young themiamt know, you're young now



and | wonder"
The bard nodded, her hand dropping from Masika's arhank you Masika"

The older Amazon looked to the bard, her expressi@nbit of shock. "For what my
Queen?"

"For being...concerned about my life"

Masika chuckled and looked away. "Yes well | dadaad the Queen might have liked
me to have approached it in a...better way"

"She would have but thank you for telling me Masikae Amazon nodded her head
as she still looked away. "And Masika, don't benear about Xena. She isn't a
warlord or even the same person as she was"

The head council member nodded her head. "l de\xeelou're right my Queen, I'm
beginning to see it myself" Masika then looked &h@elle. "Besides that, | do
believe the Queen is a lot smarter then what lavdkis age"

"Nobody is perfect"

The older Amazon nodded her head. "Quite. Now thkmk I'm going to retire for
the night. Sleep well my Queen. Quite a huge dayotoow"

"l will, sleep well yourself Masika"
"l will. Goodnight my Queen" Masika then began tova, heading back to the inn.
"Masika?"

The head council member stopped walking and lotleat to Gabrielle. "Yes my
Queen?"

"Try Gabrielle"

Masika nodded her head with a smile. "Goodnightr&dé" With that said the head
council member disappeared off into the night torbem.
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The innkeeper picked up the butter plate and lod&eXena. The mother and
daughter watched as Masika came in heading tadims.sBefore climbing them
Masika looked to Cyrene and Xena. "Goodnight Cyiame thank you for dinner"

"Quite welcome Masika. Have a good rest"

"I will thank you" The old Amazon then looked to ix& her eyes not so quite cold as
they normally are. "Goodnight Xena" She then turback around not waiting for an
answer. She went upstairs.

The warrior shook her head and furrowed her brows.

Cyrene shrugged her shoulders and looked to X&wear'l've got the rest of this
clean up job. Go outside with Gabrielle huh?"



Xena smiled. "Thanks Mother"

Cyrene smiled back. The warrior then opened the dbthe tavern and went outside.
Looking up Xena saw the stars above glisteningrgity, a clear night. She took a
deep breath and released it. It was definitelyblesin the night air, the moon full.
Looking down Xena found her soulmate's fresh traske followed them. They
quickly led her to the stables. The warrior's dgeked on the small form leaning
against the stable, arms cross against her bargfmiegna had stopped walking and
just stared at her other half.

A very rare warmth filled Xena. It started in thenter of her body and swept through
her. It was so strong it made her head buzz antdweet rate pick up. Then it traveled
to her heart and that in turn leapt into her sgeha's vision waved for a moment as
she stared at her soulmate. It calmed back dowrhendarrior walked over to
Gabrielle.

The bard looked up and smiled to Xena. "Hey"
Xena smiled back. "Hi"

For a cold night, the both of them didn't feeltighl. In all truth, they felt like they
were on fire. They felt like ambers in a fire.

Xena stood beside her partner and looked up tedhee stars Gabrielle looked to.
"Pretty eh?"

Gabrielle nodded. "Yeah"

"Have a nice talk?"

The bard nodded her head. "Yeah, Masika and Iddjtiings out"
"Good"

Silence loomed for a while. There were no words tieeded to be spoken. Their
connection told them all they needed to know.

Xena brought her right hand up to the bard's rsffatulder. Gabrielle looked up into
her soulmate's eyes, they were so incredible wAnd.she knew what Xena's intent
was by that. So she shifted off the stable's wélé warrior then leaned against the
cool stable wall. The bard moved in front of Xe8&ae then soon found the warrior's
arms wrapped around her waist. Gabrielle then tkaaek into Xena's body. Her
small body molded with exactness to Xena's body.

And that's where we slowly fade away from. A sceh&vo soulmates being captured
in time again. From a scene with soulmates wieldmggstrongest form of love.
Soulmates defined as two people that are complepggsite but the exact same.

~*Part 15*~

Xena and Gabirielle both lifted their heads. Somglii@hged on the door again, real
hard at that.

"Yeah come in"



After the bard's words four Amazons came rushind rey all had huge grins on
their lips.

"Come on Queen Gabrielle gotta get up”
The bard groaned and pulled the sheets over hedr Hesato early Eph”

The regent grinned and went to the bard's sideeobed. The other three Amazons
stayed at the foot of the bed. Ephiny bent dowseclo Gabrielle's head. "But its
Solstice my Queen. Quite an important day"

Gabrielle pulled the covers from back over her heddok directly into Ephiny's
eyes. "Hades | almost..." The bard pulled the cofrers over her body. Gabrielle
then rolled to her left to Xena. She grinned atdwerimate. She'd been told the plans
from Ephiny yesterday during the morning. The bguiatkly kissed her soulmate.
"See you soon Xen" The warrior arched an eyebrdws Was even moving a little to
fast for her. "Love you" But she knew overall whats going on.

"Can't wait, | love you too"
Gabrielle smiled and hopped out of the bed.
"My Queen, where's your Amazon attire?"

The bard looked to Solari as the second in comngante to stand next to Ephiny.
She shook her head. "It's...in the right saddlebag”

The Amazon nodded her head and went to the sadylsba dug out all the Amazon
Queen attire. Solari then straightens back up aokkeld to Ephiny, she nodded.

The regent nodded back and looked back to Gahridile bard stood in her normal
traveling clothes. "Lets go my Queen"”

Before Gabrielle could say anything, she was sadfflut of the door. Before closing
the door, Ephiny looked to Eponin and nodded wigia. The weapons master
nodded back with a wink. The door closed, TeresbEgponin looked to the warrior
with a grin.

~F kK

Water was poured over the bard's head. She shaodiebd to get the excess water out
of her hair. She then looked up to glare at Epfonya moment. The regent chuckled.
Solari then came up behind the bard and proceedethier up Gabrielle's hair with
soap. The Amazon Queen sat in a tub in the two Amazhared room. Gabrielle
could only guess how Teresa and Eponin were doitigXena. That made her

snicker inwardly. After Solari finished washing thard's hair, Ephiny came back to
rinse it.

Gabrielle resurfaced from being dunked under thiemw&he then looked to Solari.
"Solari | need you to do me a favor"

The second in command nodded her head. "Yes myQuee

"I need you to go to this store at the other endraphipolis called Fine Accessories.
There's a gentleman there by the name of Potdstdss a ring for me"



Solari nodded her head. "I'll go get in now. Beljac

Ephiny nodded her head and she watched till Skgtirihe room. She then looked
back to Gabrielle. "Wedding ring?"

The bard looked up to her regent. "Yeah" She tinefed warmly to the regent.

The Amazon smiled back just as warmly. They wegklia the bathing process. By
the time Gabrielle had risen from the bath tubevga® drying, Solari returned. In her
right hand contained a small black leather bag,#imel it to Gabrielle whom had a
towel wrapped around her body.

Gabrielle opened the bag and let the ring falllgeato the palm of her hand. The
gold ring twinkled up to Gabrielle as if in gregginThe bard smiled down at the ring
and lifted it to peer in the inside of the bande $&ad the inscription and grinned.

"That's beautiful Gabrielle"
The Amazon Queen looked to her regent. "Thanks Epimk she'll like it?"
Ephiny grinned. "I don't know how she couldn't"

The bard smiled and slipped the ring back insidinefbag, she handed it back to
Ephiny. The two women locked eyes as Ephiny toekdhg. The regent read the trust
in the bard's eyes. The Amazon faintly nodded tbr{@le, the bard's eyes softening
to her. The Amazon then slipped the small baganbit of a large bag tied at her side.

~F ok Kh

Cyrene knocked at the door and heard Gabriellete\answer back for her to enter.
The innkeeper opened the door to see Gabrielleeiménter of the room. She was
dressed in completely different clothes then she wge to. Behind the bard on either
side is Ephiny and Solari, they were braiding thedls partially wet hair at her sides.

The tavern owner stepped in closing the door beherdelf. She walked over to face
Gabrielle. "My sweetie | thought you'd be weariognething else”

The bard grinned. "What did you have in mind Mom?"
Cyrene's hands went up to rest on her hips. "tdmow, maybe a dress"
The bard chuckled. "If | was doing a regular maeiathis is Amazon"

The innkeeper grinned. "So you wear the leathelssmeetie?" Gabrielle nodded.
Cyrene then nodded and crossed her arms againsiéstr "Either way sweetie, I'd
say you look gorgeous”

Gabrielle smiled warmly. "Thanks mom"

"So | guess the other one is in her room?"

The bard nodded her head. "Yeah, Teresa and Epenigetting her ready"
Cyrene smiled. "I bet they're having a time with dayghter”

Gabrielle chuckled. "That's what | was thinkinglieat



The innkeeper grinned. "Well sweetie, speakingetfigg ready | need to also. | was
just um..." The tavern owner's eyes shifted behindr{le to the regent. Ephiny
locked eyes with Cyrene and her face went seribus.innkeeper then focused her
eyes back on Gabrielle who had an arched eyebiomas cleaning up from last
night. Quite a mess it was too"

The Amazon Queen smiled. "I can imagine"
"I'll see you later sweetie"
"Bye Mom"

Cyrene smiled and shut the door. She went to fenito prepare. Gabrielle then felt
the two Amazons drop her hair. On each side henas braided down the tips, the
rest of her hair was left unbraided.

"Solari brush"

The second in command nodded at Ephiny and wehettable. She grabbed a
brushed and handed it to the regent. The only fiengs Gabrielle didn't have on was
her Amazon feather necklace nor her boots on. &sieof her Amazon Queen attire is
on.

~F kK

The bard brushed her hair back behind her eardpsked to Ephiny. "God's Ephiny,
| forgot something"

"What's that my Queen?"
"l forgot to get my scroll, Hades"

"Hold on my Queen" The regent looked to Solari.la8pgo to the other room and
see if they're still there" The second in commaodded her head. She left. Ephiny
looked back to her friend. "Scroll?"

Gabrielle nodded. "Yes, | need it for the ceremony"

By then the second in command came back in. "Téaggne amazingly, probably off
getting breakfast"

"Great, let's go" The two Amazons nodded at Gabtslvords. The Queen quickly
made her way into her room and went to her scadtireel. She dug through it and
found the scroll she was looking for, she grinr@dbrielle then looked through her
satchel more, she quickly found what she was lapkan as well. She pulled the
small item out of her scroll bag and turned toAlneazons. They both arched their
eyebrows at the article in Gabrielle's hand.

"Queen Gabrielle?"
The bard grinned at Ephiny and answered the unagkestion. "Long story Eph"
"l can assume that naturally my Queen, but a doll?"

Gabrielle grinned, her eyes looking down at thé idher hands. It was a small little
doll, just like Xena's. But there are a few smatieptions, one the doll didn't have



blond hair, it has black straight hair. The eyasdpdlue buttons with a black stitched
smile. Same type of skirt with frills though witrcate little round face, hands, and
legs. Quite precise as the other doll.

The bard looked up to her regent. "Yup, just a"deHbrielle then walked over to the
dresser in the room where the other blond hairshill She carefully sat the doll up
there beside the other one, their two little robadds touched.

Taking a step back, Gabrielle stared up at thedolts. She memorized the sight.
Ephiny and Solari glanced up at the two dolls. @ Amazons quickly understood
and smiled to themselves. Everybody stayed likeftraa few heartbeats.

Then the regent came up to Gabrielle's side. "Mgépul do believe it's time to go"

Gabrielle nodded her head. She turned back araufeté Ephiny. She took a deep
breath. "Gods I'm nervous"

Ephiny smiled. "Don't be" The regent then pulledfniend for a hug. "You'll be fine
Gabrielle"

"Thanks Eph" A pause as her eyes stared at th# scheer hands. "Lets go" She
looked back up to Ephiny and smiled. The regentdeddThey left.

~*Part 16*~

The air was crisp during this Solstice. The lartdsc®vered in the bright glistening
snow. There were no clouds above, only the suncfiep clean air pigmented the
sky to a royal blue. The world around sparkled @vidkled with the sun's light
reflecting off the snow. It was a glorious day thatl a faint breeze. And in the
breeze's air was a fine scent of fire. The shesmtsaf fire coming from the center of
one town in Greece, Amphipolis.

In the center of this one town was a young womaer.hair was flowing a little in the
light breeze as she stared up at the stage certtez town. Her stomach curled and
twisted. Her heart rate picked up to a quick p&te began to breath heavy. She
gripped the scroll in her hand rather tightly.

"Easy up my Queen"

Gabrielle looked from the stage to her right atiBph'Sorry"
"It'll happen so fast it'll make your head spin Gelke"

The bard grinned. "Thanks for the confidence Eph"

"No problem" The regent then noticed the priesiased step up onto the stage,
near the back portion. She nodded to Ephiny. Themelooked to her friend. "Ready
my Queen?"

"There is no ready, just go Eph"

"As you wish my Queen. A grand day" Ephiny therkled back to the stage where
the priestess stood and nodded. Maired noddeddatkhe moved to the front of the
stage.



Gabrielle stood off to the left side of the stagéhvEphiny. In front of the stage was
the audience of people, but there was a huge gspaak between the stage and
audience. That struck Gabrielle as a bit odd. Mdbk# two councils of Amphipolis
and Amazon Nation were in the crowd. Then there @@aene, Toris, Constable
Ferus, Potestas, Teresa, Eponin and then an drvdlagers. All in all a huge crowd.

The stage though was carpet with a red linen,| &wa corners were torch stands lit.
Behind the priestess was what looked to be a gatne of Artemis with two lit
torch stands beside it. Then off to the priestegg was a table with a knife, red
ribbon, and a mask. What Gabrielle really wantekintow, was exactly how her
Amazons managed to pull off getting a gold statu&rtemis to Amphipolis? But as
right now, she didn't care because she was tomusmwith the situation.

"Its time my Queen"

As soon as Ephiny said that they both looked wgetthe priestess of Artemis step
up to the edge of the stage where the steps wheecrbwd went silent at seeing this.

"Sweet mother of Zeus | don't know if | can hantthis"

The regent chuckled at Gabrielle's low whisperatestent. They both then looked
back up to Maired as she spoke to everybody.

"Today on this Solstice day two women will be jaingith the Artemis' grace and
virtue. Let the Amazon Ceremony begin of Xena ofphipolis and our Queen” The
priestess bowed her head and straightened bad&hepooked to Ephiny with a nod.
Maired then stepped back close to that table afieim of the statue of Artemis.

The regent turned to Gabrielle and brought up the2on Queen mask over
Gabrielle, then slipped it over her head. The nwasiered the Queen's face. Ephiny
then held hers up and put it on over her head.

"Let's go my Queen" Ephiny then brought her lefih arp. Gabrielle looked to her and
took a deep breath. She locked her right arm vaghrégent's. Ephiny smiled. "You'll
do fine my Queen" It was a low whisper. Gabrielbelded her head. The pair began
to walk down the open space between the stagehanddwd. They came to the steps
and Gabrielle looked up to Maired. The priestessgeshin reassurance and Gabrielle
smiled back.

Ephiny and Gabrielle climbed up the steps to MaiEacerything was silent except the
breeze slightly blowing. Gabrielle came up to thegiess with Ephiny still linked in
arm. Once the came to the priestess, Ephiny raldaseQueen then stepped off
behind Gabrielle some. Gabrielle then handed thenteher scroll, Ephiny placing it
on the table.

The bard faced the priestess. Maired smiled ankklddo her left over the other side
of the stage. Gabrielle followed her gaze, thers X@na. Gabrielle swore her mouth
must have hit the stage floor. Solari, linked armas escorting Xena up to the stage
as well. As soon as Xena came onto the stage gbeé #tere for a heartbeat for
Gabrielle to take her in.

Xena stood in warlord clothes, which she hadn'tnworyears. The gauntlets
different, the armor different, boots, everything the leathers. She was exact to her



warlord attire, right down to the chain across d¢terst with her old cloak on, flowing
in the wind. Her hair was not pushed back or ugt, [lpose. The way Gabrielle loves
it.

Xena grinned at her soulmate. She then was esdortbé opposite side from
Gabrielle, Solari releasing Xena and stepping leehar too. That's when Solari
pushed her mask over her head, Ephiny did nextldstly was Gabrielle.

The soulmates face each other.

Maired grinned at the two women and stepped up tootleem. The priestess then
looked to Ephiny, the regent winked at the priest&be priestess nodded her head.
The regent then brought her hands to her lips e bird call. The soulmates
looked to Ephiny with arched eyebrow. This is diédily getting odd.

From some where there was the sound of chantimgadtan Amazon chant.
Gabrielle's eyes widen as she looked past Xenaa ¥aitkly followed her soulmate's
gaze behind her. There came into the center cgbare were Amazons, tons of
them.

The Amazons continued chanting an Amazon rituajsdhey were in three single
files and marching into the center and right ite front between the stage and
audience. They all had their masks on covering faees as they marched and
chanted.

Gabrielle looked to her regent with narrowed eyEphiny..."

Ephiny grinned devilishly. "Well you can't have Amazon ceremony my Queen
without Amazons"

Gabrielle shook her head and looked back to thatslgsAmazons. The Amazon
chanted for a while more till all of them were @xetd in between the stage and
audience. The first Amazon at the first row stopplednting and pushed her mask
back, she smiled to the Queen. She then unshelaghesdvord and kneeled down to
one knee, her sword going in front of her body. Aheazon then bent her head
forward. Quick to follow were all the other Amazadnsher row following the same
actions. Then the next row then the last third rAlvthe Amazons had stopped
chanting, kneeling with their swords in front oéth, heads bent.

Maired then looked to the Queen. "Queen GabriblkeAmazon Nation has come
here not only to watch her Queen take a Consartodoand over her life to you. This
Amazon Nation is yours for as long as you live. Yaa no longer the Queen of this
Nation, but we are your nation. Each Amazon has lnamded her life over to what
we consider the greatest Queen of our time"

Breathe Gabirielle, its just a couple of hundred &ores. Not a big deal. Oh gods!
The bard took a deep breath and tried to push bemg away. Maired then shifted to
the table, she lifted something showing it to Gellei

"Queen Gabrielle, this feather necklace has nesen bvorn by any Queen in past. It
was created so long ago by the first Nation forAltemis' chosen. The chosen has

come to our Nation. Each one of these featherslifexrent color to represent all the
different Amazons in all the Nations. Wear it weesggth Queen Gabrielle” The



priestess then handed the necklace to Ephiny.

The regent stepped more behind Gabrielle. She redthe feather necklace on the
bard's neck. She then replaced it with the new heeold being deposited on the
table.

The priestess then looked to Xena nodded, looké&thtarielle and nodded. She then
looked back to the crowd, Amazons still bowing With their heads now up.

"Today our Queen will be bound to Xena of Amphipand Xena of Amphipolis to
our Queen. They will become as one. Nobody wilabke to break this great bond
between this pair. And in the binding of Xena arabftelle so is the Amazon Xena
created" Maired turned to the table and liftedrtteesk with feathers. She turned to
Gabrielle with the mask.

Gabrielle took the mask with a nod and looked todoelimate. She took a deep
breath and spoke loudly, her eyes locked with Xeriena of Amphipolis, you have
been selected not only by me, but by this natiad,lay Artemis to be accepted into
this Nation. There are high responsibilities to @ighn this Nation and to our chosen
goddess. This is an honor not to be taken lighttyyou recognize the responsibilities
as an Amazon, to this Nation, and to Artemis?"

Xena smiled, she lowered her head. "I do recogihigdronor and responsibilities to
all conceiving of Artemis" She brought her headaock eyes with her soulmate
again. "And not only do | recognize the respongieg and honor, but | recognize the
greatness of this Nation's Queen" Xena then unisbédter sword bent down to one
knee and bowing her head. The sword stood in fsbher. "So | hand my life over to
Queen Gabrielle"

Gabrielle stood stunned for a moment. Her mind tpaokly came back as she
realized what she had to do. "Thank you rise back u

So Xena stood back up and sheathed her sword.esiénér head forward as she felt
her soulmate place the mask over her head. Gabtieth grabbed each side of the
mask and lifted the mask over Xena's head. Xenkedrto her soulmate and
Gabrielle smiled back. That's when Gabrielle's bodpt shaky.

"Now let the ceremony continued, this ceremonyhmjbining of Xena and

Gabrielle" Maired then looked to Ephiny and Sol&he two Amazon both nodded
and knew what that meant, they started to remawdes from their pouches at their
sides. The priestess looked back to the soulmae®mis has allowed this joining to
be. Our Queen will be recognized not only as helsdlas Xena of Amphipolis. In
turn Xena of Amphipolis will be recognized as owd@n. Xena of Amphipolis will

be Queen Gabrielle's eternal consort" Maired thekdd to Ephiny and the second in
command, nodding to them.

Solari nodded and handed to Xena the article.

Xena smiled and nodded to Solari, she looked bakatbrielle. Reaching out with
her left hand, she took her soulmate's small lafich She carefully slipped off the
engagement ring, holding it into her free rightdhaim her right hand Xena switched
rings to a small band ring. But it wasn't a sol@pband, it was two thin little bands
that intertwined with out end. She carefully sligpeonto her soulmate's left ring



finger. "l take Queen Gabrielle to be my consod #Hre other half of me...of my soul,
forever" Xena then looked up from the ring to haulmate with a smile.

Gabrielle looked back up and smiled to Xena. Ska thlt Xena slip back on the
engagement ring. Her hand was squeezed and tleaseelGabrielle then looked to
her regent. Ephiny smiled and handed the bardige $he took it and looked back
Xena taking her soulmate's left hand carefully.W¥ier right hand, Gabrielle

carefully and slowly slipped on the band ring ohe Svatched as it glistened in the
sun's light. After it was on she looked up to Xéh#ake Xena of Amphipolis as my
consort for eternity, it couldn't be any other wayie soulmates had their eyes locked,
Gabrielle released Xena's hand slowly.

"Queen Gabrielle?"

Gabrielle looked to the priestess and nodded. I&melboked to Ephiny and the
regent quickly understood the look. Ephiny readioedhe scroll and handed it to
Gabrielle. She unrolled it and looked to Xena vaitbimile. Xena arched an eyebrow.

Gabrielle then grinned, she took a deep breattbagdn to read the scroll in her
bardic voice.

"This is entitledEntity of the SoulTaking another deep breath Gabrielle read her
scroll.

| become lost in her eyes
Her touch invades my world

| become claimed by that smile

Her voice carries me across worlds.
Her eyes capture my heart

| become controlled by her touch
Her smile only brightens sending me over
| become flooded by her voice

My world spins out of control

| am her's

My body aches for her touch

| am her's

My heart soars heights

| am her's

My spirit screams for her

| am her's

Entity of the soul



After reading it, Gabrielle looked up to her soulenaena locked eyes with
Gabrielle. They stayed like that for hearbeatsy tteildn't move. They couldn't look
away from this perfect moment. Xena never felt smébve before, she'd do anything
for it. Gabrielle had only dreamt of this sort o¥&, only read it, only told it. Now she
lived it, she is it.

The priestess smiled at this connection she félvden these two women. She then
spoke but low to Gabrielle. "Beautiful poem my Quiee

Gabrielle smiled and looked to the Maired. "Thanks"
"Quite welcome, we must continue on"

Gabrielle nodded and turned to Ephiny, handinglhescroll. Gabrielle looked back
to her soulmate.

The Priestess of Artemis then turned to the tabtepck up the small dagger with the
hilt of the Amazon bird. She then lifted the relsbon from the table, she turned back
to the soulmates.

"Now" The priestess took a step forward. "It isg¢imterlock these two beings" The
priestess placed the dagger into her right hankl tobon. She then looked to Xena.
"Hold out your left hand" Xena nodded her headedither left hand, palm up. Maired
then grasped the bottom of Xena's hand with herlé# hand. She brought the
dagger over Xena's hand and cut across the warpalm. Blood immediately came
flowing from the dagger's cut. It wasn't deep thaug

The priestess then looked to Gabrielle. "Your rigéahd my Queen”

Gabrielle nodded her head and brought her righd lgn The dagger cut across her
right palm. For once neither soulmate felt the gdia cut.

The Priestess of Artemis then handed the dagdephiy and looked back to the two
soulmates. She then grasped the two soulmatess lamdjing them down by their
sides and then putting them together. The handdacked together and the Priestess
of Artemis took the silken red ribbon tying it ovée locked hands. After doing so
she straighten up and spoke again. "Do not let yaarlocked hands separate for a
day for if they do so might your souls"

The two soulmates nodded their heads at Maired pfiestess smiled warmly and
looked to the entire crowd. "Let no harm come dagstinese two for Artemis protects
them. It has been done, the body, mind, heartsaotlof our Queen Gabrielle and
new Amazon Xena of Amphipolis have been joinedeternity!"

Soulmates closed in the distance as soon as Mstiepged back. All the Amazons
rose up to their feet. Xena locked her eyes withGuabrielle and Gabrielle locked
eyes with her Xena. They eyes were filled with mse love. All the Amazons
sheathed their swords. The soulmates leaned ithandips sealed together. A roar
filled the air around.

But as we know the soulmates were not hearingctiegring. They were in their own
world that only contained of them, this kiss, loaad their shared soul. But once that
kiss ended the cheer went up in volume. All the Aomes rushing up onto the stage



surrounding their Queen.

Gabirielle looked around at her Amazons and therdahed back to her Xena. Xena
looking to her Gabrielle, she smiled. Gabriell&ait rate picked up all over again,
her body extremely shaky. Xena knew this and soxshpped her one free arm
around her Gabrielle's waist. Xena then bent had ldewn to claim her soulmate's
lips yet again.

~*Part 17*~
"Ephiny don't"
The regent shook her head. "No | insist Gabri¢flemake things simple"

The bard sighed, she lifted her mug of cider with lleft hand. Beside her sat her
warrior. Their hands still locked from earlier tgd&low it is night. All the Amazons
and Amphipolis having been partying since the drti@joining. The Amazons
showing Amphipolis how to do a party at the sammeeti

"Eph, | said I'd be there, so I'm going to"

The Amazon grinned as she leaned back in her chHagrscent of fire lingering in the
tavern. "Gabrielle, you and Xena should get outese tomorrow. Especially while
you can. Go take a little time alone, just the tfigou. | can handle the alliance
between the nation and Amphipolis"

Gabirielle shook her head. "l can't do that"

The watrrior finally decided to cut in, she leanedhér left to the bard. "If you don't
except Ephiny's favor then we'll be stuck here'sataly know how long"

Gabrielle grinned and looked up to her soulmat@uthink so huh?"
"l know so"

The bard grinned and looked back to Ephiny. "Yosinee Eph?"
"Positive, go enjoy yourselves. Gods ain't everygayget married"
The Amazon Queen chuckled. "Thanks Ephiny"

"Anytime my Queen" The regent then took a sip ofgat. "You both better get to
bed, get an early start” Her mug went back dowthertable. "If | were you"

Xena arched an eyebrow with her soulmate, Xenanigrgn "Don't even Ephiny” The
warrior and bard both stood up after Xena's words.

Ephiny huffed at Xena. "Sleep well and congratoladiagain”
"Thanks Eph, goodnight"

The regent nodded to Gabrielle. "Goodnight" The Aamathen watched the two
soulmates head upstairs together. She relaxedibh&ek seat thinking about the
amount of work she'd have to do.



By the following early morning the two soulmatesr&vap and about. They'd gotten
all their stuff together and found Cyrene, Torisl &phiny. They'd say their good-
byes. Cyrene encouraging them to come back to Apatisias soon as possible. Toris
though was a bit sleepy considering he was wokeieppiny on the other hand
grumbled mostly due to the fact she had a headaohnedrinking late into the night.
She'd just given them words of safety and huggel $aulmates.

The soulmates then made their way through the redrignazons on the floor of the
tavern to get outside and to Argo. The quickly $addip the warhorse and headed
out of town in the early dawn, the day still cool.

Gabrielle tugged the collar of her cloak closersteher throat. "South huh?"

Xena looked to her left at her soulmate and grinf\édabh, it isn't going to be warm
though"

The bard chuckled and looked back ahead. "Hades"

The warrior grinned. "l thought you liked winter?"

"l love winter and the cold, just not being cold"”

The Warrior Princess chuckled. "Same here. Wealll gtarm"

The Amazon Queen looked to her warrior and arcineglyabrow. "Trust me | know"

Xena now devilishly grinned she reached over torfgfé's staff. The bard handing it
to her. Xena then attached it to the saddlebagkehorse. Next the warrior hopped
up into the saddle and looked down to her soulntatieling her hand out.

Gabrielle smiled and took her soulmate's hand.h&sdsd she felt the cool metal
wedding ring on Xena's hand. It made her grin inlyatSoon the bard found herself
in front of Xena, the warrior's cloak coming arounduck her in closer to Xena's
body.

"So why south?"

The warrior adjusted the reins in her hands. "ugid you might like the area by the
coast. Really beautiful”

Gabrielle nodded her head, she then looked uprtedwémate. "Any area with you
would look beautiful if not exquisite"

Xena stared down into her soulmate's eyes andstinded warmly. Bringing her head
down she kissed her soulmate deeply.

And that's where we leave the soulmates, entith@soul.
The End
Author's End Notes:
To let me readers know. | know all of you defingtéured out all my stories are
interlinked, everklying Time Warpwvas, a series for sure. I'm am not positive wirethe

if any of my readers do this, but it's a warniriggdme of you only read just the Xena
and Gabrielle stories and not the Janice and Maliodvisa versa. Well the next one



is with all four. My next story is a really impontastory to Janice and Melinda and to
Xena and Gabrielle. If you don't read it and goetad the following story, you'll be so
lost it'll make you crazy. It's a real importardgrgtto all of them and my next story
will sort of be like two stories in one, you'll séut right now | plan to write two
more stories in this series. Then | plan to stan¢wa series, which has two stories
right now to it. And | might come back to this s it's still sketchy though, but I'll
try to name both series.

Everybody just hang in there and you'll see. Buteyt two stories will be fabulous,
they're all planned out and I'm so excited. As &enaf fact my next story is in
progress. Be ready, they'll be fast moving stargdi Till then! Take Care!

-Red Hope



